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HON. HENRY G. DAVIS,

ON NATIONAL AND STATE AFFAIRS.

Before the Mineral County Convention, at Keyser,
W. Va., September 24, 1882,

Frrrow Crrizens: In a free Government
—a Government of the people, by the peo-
ple and for the people—it is not “only the
privilege, but the duty of all good citizens
to take an interestin the selection of men to
administer public affairs,and to see to it that
their political representatives do their full
duty. If they neglect to take a proper in-
terest in these matters, then the bad ele-
ments in society may get control, and the
result would be great frauds, extravagance,
and possible loss of our liberties. The
question would then be not how much is
necessary to run the Government, but how
much is needed to keep the party in power |
and in possession of the oflices,” The long |
continuance of the Repnbilcan party in
power, its disposition to extravagance in
the administration of the Government, and
the use of its power and patronage to keep
control of public affairs is sufficient!
alarming to put the people on their guarr{
and compel inguiry whether it should be
trusted with public confidence.

The history of the Government shows
that the long rontinuance of a political
party in power affirds opportunities for
corruption and abuses and their conceal-
ment, which only a change of parties can
bring to light and correct.

Puablie¢ Expenditures,

The following table, taken from official
reports, shows in an impartial way the dif-
ference in the public expenditures by the
two parties when in control of the Govern-

ment:
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_l_n this table I have taken averages of
two years, in decade periods, so as to be en-




tirely fair o the representative parties. It
will be seen that in the years 1859-60, when
the Democrats had full control of the Gov-
ernment, the average expenses were but
$63.206,357 39, and, per capita, but §2.01.

In 1869-70, when the Repub-
licans had full contrul, the
aversge expenses were in-

Creared 10, uiuiene vennneses emnnesenndl 17,458,031.06
and the per capita to $4.60.

In 1879 80, when the Demo-
crats had control of the
House and Senate, the aver-
age expenses decreased to...... $165,354,998.39
and the per capita to #3.29;
while the appropriations for
1883, when the Republicans
“again have full control of the
Government, have increased
the expenses to the enormous
AIBOUNE O rverneserrnesernesssieecn 5204, 243,097.36
and the per capita,
estimated population of 52,-

000,000, to #5 66.
The Expenses, Per Capita,

as the population becomes greater, ought
to be reduced instead of increased.

To help pay these expenses
West Virginia centributed last
year, as internal revenue tax, the
BRI ON v e ....$502,276.50
a per capita, with an estimmated
population of 667,000, of T2 cents.

The entire amount of taxes
gestimated) collected by the State,
or all purpo-es, including
schools, during 1882 is put at...... $598,530.00
a percapita on 89 cents, or but lit-
tle more than we pay the Govern-
ment.

The people of the State do not feel the col-
lection of this amount, $502.276.50, as they
do the State taxes, because it falls upon
them 1n an indirect way, yet they pay it.
As shown in the table of net expenditures,
the Government will collect from the peo-
ple for the expenses of the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1883, thesnm ol $204,243,007.36,
making the sum of $5.66 to be paid, on an
averzge, by every man, woman and child
in this country. The census returns show
_ that an average family consists of five per-
sons, and this would make an average of
nearly $30 to each family in the United
States. So, if a head of a family receives
but $30 a month, the salary of

One Month in the Year

has to be given to the support of the Gov-
ernment. Apply this per capita to our
State, and we tind that while the average
taxes toeach person in our State, forall
State purposes, are but eichty-nine cents,
the average taxes to be collected for the
Government for the year 1833, to each per-
gon in the State, will amount to $o 66.

The plea of “Oh, wel'; there is an over-
plus of money in the Treasury, and we
might as well spend it; it will circulate the

| can have it 1o spend.

money among the people, anyhow,” will
not do #s an excuse for the extravagance of
the present administration. Itis true that

a large and unnessary surpius is
being collected from the people at
this time, and as our  present
rate of internal revenune taxa-

tion and unequal tariff discriniinations are
kept np we may continue to have a sur-
plus, bat that i< no reason for hunting up
all sorts of unnecessary objectsupon which
to spend it; you must remember that
many a

Small Appropiation Leads to Larger

ones,

and great expenses are often the resnlt of
small beginnings; the Migsissippi would
never have become the mighty rivesitis
but for the number of streams emptyng
intoit. The people of the country have to
raise this money before the Government
I think the revenue
of the Government ought to be re luced, for
a full Treasury encourages extravagance,

As another instance of the reckless man-
ner in whirh the money is squandered,
take the Navy Department.

Officers are placed on the retired list, and
yet they continue to draw pay and receive
promotion as if they were in activeservice.
According to Senate Repcrt No. 126, made
hy the Secretary of the Navy, it appears
that there are a large number of officers
who have been retired sonie fifteen or
twenty years and, wirthout doing any duty
whutever, have received promotion and full
pav. For instance, a captain retired in
1861 on an annual salary of $1.738, is now a
rear admiral, and recrives $4,500 per annum,
and yet he does no duty.

Pensions.

It is but fair to state, before leaving this
subject that a considerable portion of the
increase of expenditures is due to the enor-
mous amount required to pay pensions, es-
pecially under the “Arrears of Pension
Act ™ “Ttisa fact that we pay for this item
alone over $100.000,000, which is four tines
as much as the balance of the whole world
pays, the latter aggregating about $26,000,-
000, Tt is impossible to estimate what onr
pension list will eventually cost us; it will
certainly cost us as much as it did to pay
the whole expense of both the army and
navy during the late war, and it is believed
and asserted by some that it will cost n ore
than the whole national debt amounts to.
I am in favorof paying every dollar that is
due every honest soldier who may be enti-
tled to a pension, but at the same time I
am in favor of so amending the law that
dishonest claimants may be prevented
from prosecuting fraudulent claims, and
the rights of the tax payers protected.

Frauds.

Tn 1876 Tilden was fairly elected Presi-
dent of the United States, both by the elec-
toral vote and by a majority of about 250,-



000 votes over Hayes, and of more than
100,000 over all competitors; but by nieans
which are well known to the entire coun-
try. the Republizan party leaders managed
to cheat the will of the people and perpe-
trate a great Iraud, thus placing Hayes and
the Republican party in power. There
have heen a great many frauds perpetrated
by the Republican pariy, but this was the
grealest ever practiced upon, or submitted
to by, a free people.

If you continue the Republican party in
power, you
Endorse the Frands

mitted,

give them opportunities to commit others,
and encourage extravagance in every form
and manner. However pure the party may
have been in its origin, and however well
disposed and sincere many of its followers
are, and admitting that it had, and now
has, much in irs cardinal principles that
can be commended, it has become corrupt
by long-continued power. No paity is wise
enough, good enough, or strong enough, to
be trusted with unlimited power. A poli-
tician or a party, drunk with power and
extravagance, ought not to command the
confidence of the penpie. Unless you, by
your votes, unseat this party, and set the
sea’ of your condemnation on their acts, they
with their vast multitude of office-holders,
with their assessments for politieal purpos-

Already Com-

es, aud with their almost unlimited cowm-|

mand of money, wili continue to perpetu-
ate themselves in power, and fraud and ex-
travagance will increase.

: Centralization.

One of the most dungerous tendencies of
the Republican party 1s the disposition to
form a strong government in the hands of
the few; to eentralize power, and permit a
few to control the people and the vast in-
terests of this great country. All the
teachings of the Republican party, and all
its legislation, tend to build up great for-
tunes for large corporations. The effors to
arraign the great corporations and otfice-
holders on one side againsi the body of the
people on  the other may succeed tempo-
rarily, but it will fail sooner or later, or
else I fear our republic may diift intoa
monarchy. One of the results of th'seffort
appears 10 be the conflict between eapitaland
Jahor, as is shown by the great nuwmber of
strikes all over the country.

From the formation of the Democratic
party, nearly 100 years ago, down to its
present time, its fear has been a centralized
government, and iis great effort has been to
prevent it. The Democratic party is in
favor of a popular form of government, a
government where the mas-es of the peo-
ple have a choice in the celection of their
rulers, asd a porent voice in the manage-
ment of their atfairs.  Whenever the people
give up the right of local self-government,
and aliow it 10 be transferred to the Fed-
eral Government, their liberties will fast
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decay. I have more fears of our govern-
ment being changed and corrupted by cen-
tralization of power, than in anv other
way, but I have irm faith fo believe that
the prople will sternly rebuke this tenden-
cy at the polls; for I know they luve our
Demoeratic institutions, and they realize
that the only difference between our govern-
ment, and those presided over by the
crowned heads of Europe is, that we have
the right to govern ourselves through the
States, while they govern their people
through a concentrafion of power in the
hands of a few.
The Tariff.

A word upon the tariff, which, by the
way, can hardly be called a pariy question,
because the differences of opinion are so
wide among the prominent members of
both political parties. Our State, of course,
desires a fair and just tariff; it is to her in-
terest to do so. Ag lung as we have to raise
a revenue to pay the national debt and the
expenses of running the Government it is
best to have a tariff. The present tariff,
however, needs revisiun badly, for it is very
unjust and unequal in its provisions. 1t
is better, however. that this revenue should
be raised by a tariff that would beer equally
on all than that the people shonld be bur-
dened with direct taxation as would be the
case if we had what is termed free trade.

Internal Revenue Taxation,

As to internal revenue tuxation, [ think
it would be best, and to the interests of the
people, to repeal all taxes except upon
whisky and fermented liquors. This wou'!d
serve two good purposes: It would reduce
taxation and would also reduce the horde
of officeholders, many of whom, in con-
nection with the collection of internal rev-
nue, are but political agents, spending the
money of the Government to further and
bolster up the interests of the Republican
party. Thz2 whole amount of internal rey-
enue collections for the year ending June
30, 1882, was $146.520.273.71.  Of this spirits
and fermented liguors paid $56,027,328.60,
or considerably more than half.

To collect this amount, we paid to inter-
nal revenue collectors, gaugers, store-
keepers, special agents, &c., a little over
$5,000,000. Now, if internal taxes were
abulished npon everything except spirits,
we would have about 90,000,000 from this
source, and a very large number of these
collection officers and polirical agents could
be dispensed with, for there would be no
occasion for the appointment of revenue
officers. except in those districts of cermain
Stutes where liquors are made, and the
large cities where the brewing of beer and
naking of malt are largely engaged in.
With these agents removed from the
Southern States, where they have been
most numerously sent, the elections would
be free from interference.

National Banks.
There has been some complaint among




the people against the National bank sys-
tem, and this, I think, is because if is not
fully understood by them. I believe the
National banks are of advantage to the
country, and that, under that system, the
currency is better now than it has ever
been. A man will take a National bank
note without stopping to inquire the name
of the bank issuing it, for he knows that
even if the bank should break, he will not
be aloser; the government backs its pay-
ment, and that makes it safe. Besides,
there are very few counterfeits, the note is
always good for its face value, and no note-
holder has ever lost a dollar; while under
the old banking system. we were troubled
with broken banks, counterfeits were
numerous, many of the notes had to be dis.
counted when redeemed, if redeemed at all,
and the people suffered severely. Another
point in favor of these banks is this: Gov-
ernment bonds, by law, are free from all
taxation, for any purpose, but when used
by National banks for the purposes of
gecuring circulation, they are made the
basis of taxation for State, county and loeal
purposes, as any other property, and they
are the only Government bonds on which
the people receive any return whatever.
For instance, say half a dozen gentlemen
have $100,000, which they desire to invest;
if they invest it in Government bonds,
that amount is withdrawn from all taxa-
tion; but if they use these bonds as a basis
of circulation and siart a National bank,
their stock is taxed for all gxurposes, as
other property, and thus, indirectly, the
bonds pay taxes. Besides, the Government
also taxes National banks one per cent. on
their eirculation and one-half per cent. on
their deposits, per annum.

Assessments for Political Parposes.

If improper use of money can accomplish
anything, the Republicans will have an in-
definite lease of power. They have a large
fund te draw upon.and they appear to have
no hesitation in nsing it. It is tune thatall
?srties need a limited amount of money

or the legitimate purposes of a canvass,
and to print and cireulate information that
the people should have; but the Republi-
can party is the first to make a specific as
sessment upon the Government employes
and enforce its collection.

The first order was issued by the Con:
gressional Camraign Committee, or “Hub-
be!l Committee,” as it is called, May 15th,
1882, and assessed all to whom it was sent,
two per cent. of their salaries, whatever
they might be.  This has brought a great
deal of money to theCommittee,butasit was
not coming in fast enough to meet the de-
mands, this Committee, on Auguast 15th, is-
sued a second, and a little more supplicato-
ry, but still containing a scarcely-hidden
threat.

The Circular Commences as Follows:

“8ig: Your failure to respond to the
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circular of May 15th, 1882, sent to you by
this Committee, is noted with surprise. It
is hoped that the only reason for such
failore is that the matter escaped your
attention, owing to press of other cares.

“Great political battles cannot be won in
this way. This committee cannot hope to
succeed in the pending straggle if those
most directly benefitted by success are un-
willirg or neglect to aid in a substantial
manner.”

These circnlars have been sent to more
than 100,000 Republican office-holders, not
gparing or omitting the hvomblest laborer
on the roll. Even the laborers in the navy
vards, and on the streets, and the poor
women who sweep the public buildings are
assessed and required to pay. There is no
way of forcing the eollection by law, and
they call these assessments

“Voluntary Contributions,”

but we all know that those who fail or re-
fuse 1o contribute will soon find themselves
out of the employ of the Government.

If all the employes who are provided for
in the Legislative, Executive and Judicial
.-'Lp[)ropriu.t.ion bills pay up, the committee
will realize from this source alone for poli-
tical use some $400,000. If all the more
than 100,000 office-holders pay but an aver-
age cf $10, and even the laborers receiving
but $50 a month are assessed $12, the Re-
publicans will realize for election purposes
considerably over $1,000,000. This is what
is termed “‘carrying on polities on business
principles.”

Those holding office from Virginia have
even a harder time of it, for it is asserted
that the Readjusters, with the aid of the
administration, have

Levied an Additional Five Per Cent.
on their salaries, for the use of their party
in the State election.

These gentlemen, having the power, first
create these offices and fix the salaries, and
then get an election fund directly from the
public treasury by taxing the officer-hnlders
for a sufficient amount to run the expenses
of the campaign, and this is done by sume
of the most prominent members of both
Houses of Congress, who constitute the
campaign committee,

There is but one way to counteract this
evil. Congress should pass a law pro-
hibiting all such acts, and the people, by
their votes, should teach these gentlemen
that when they undertake to make a money
canvass, they are going considerably farther
than the American people will stand.

On the one hand, the Republicans have
the office-huolders, the offices and the money;
on the other hand the Democracy goes into
the fight with principle and right on their
side. And while the one, using all the in-
fluences that power can eontrol, or money
purchase, may have full sway for a time,
vet the truth of history demonstrates that
those who use corrupt means to obtain




and perpetuate their power will, sooner, or
later, be driven from the management of
the aflairs of the people, and the Republi-
can party will not prove an exception.
Changes in Official Finance Reports.
In connection with the extravagant use
of money by the Republicans, I want to
call your attention to the manner in which
the books of tne treasury department have
been kept since that party gained control,
In 1877, in several speeches [ made in the
Zenate I eherged that the books of the trea-
sury did not agree in many instances, and
that numerons alterafions had been made
in some of them to make theamount of the
public debt and other items correspond. A
lengthy and thorough investigation resnlt-
ed, and the report of the committee, which
bas never been denied, showed that the
charges I had made were fully substantia-

ted. I submita few of the
Many Discrepancies:
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For the year 1865:
Report for 1866 states net rev-
enne collected for 1865......3333,714.605 08
Report for 1870 states net rev-

enue collected for 1865 323,002,780 92

Showing a decrease of....$ 10,621,819 16
In this latter table the treasurer, register

s

and secretary all agree, and state in 1865
that the net revenue of the government was
in round nnmbers $333 000,000. But in 1870,
five years afterwards, it was decreased to
#323,000.000. And this $10.000,000 difference
has never been accounted for.

Dr. Guilford. who has been fifteen years
in the Register's office, and who has charge
of making up the debt statements in the
Register's office,

Testified as Follows:

Q. —I see in a column headed ‘‘Amounts
to be added to receipts’ marked “b,”
£2,019,776.10; and another one marked ‘‘c,"
#1,000,000.00; and then one marked “d.”
$3,274,051.60, making a total of $6,203,827.79,
which you say is “‘to be added to receipts.”
What is meant by that?

A.—That is in accordance with the Seecre-
tary's report of 1871, Those amounts do
not appear upon our books. They are added
in accordance with the Secretary’s order in
order to harmonize the two, as is shown in
the report of 1871.

.—I understand that ihese three items,
an ounting to between six and seven million
dollars do not appear upon your books?

A.—They do not.

Q.—But are added here by order of the
Secretary ?

A.—So [ understand.

This shows that Dr. Guilford, who had
charge of a set of books from which the
public debt statements are made, in order
to harmonize the statements, forced a bal-
ance by adding sums amounting to $6,293,-
927.79. Major Power,

Another Official,
on page 80, says:

Q. Look at the reporf of 1871, at page 20,
and state what the total receipisof the Gov-
ernment up to June 30, 1871, were.

A. The total receipts received into the
Treasury on account of loans were $7,094,-
541,041.38,

Q. The net expenditures?

A, $4 857,434,5640.51, leaving a balance of
$2,237,106,500.87.

(). State what the difference is between
that and the sctual amountof the public
debt at that time.

A. The actual public debt was $2,253,211.-
332.32.

Q. What is the difference between the
actual debt and what it would appear to be
on the basis of receipts and expenditures?

A. $116.104,431.45,

This testimony shows that if you take
the receipts and expenditures from the be-
ginning of the Government to 1870, and
state the debt, it will be short $116.104,-
831.45, which was addedin the new debt
statement.

On pages 212 and 213 Mr. Saville, then
chief clerk of the Treasury Department,
says the system of bookkeeping was
changed in 1870, and the changes, when
compared with the amounts previously re-




ported by the Register, increased the debt
statement in—
1862 (AhOUE).vveres cecerirerirasienens $10,000,000
1363 (about)... e 20,000,000
1864 (about)...coveciioeiinans 75,000,000
There has been no attempt to explain
these inereases in the publie debt, amount-
ing to $105.000 000, except that Mr. Saville
suid that “in order to keep the publie debt
correctly by receipts and expenditures it is
necessary to
Make Entries Not Warranted by Law."
I also submit a statement showing that
in nine of the great ledgers in {he Treasury
Department, there were found 2,527 altera-
tion=, changes and erasures, involving from
a few dollars to twenty millions or more:
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Erasures and
Apparent
Alterations.
Three ledgers from Register's office, con-
taining s s A
8ix ledgers fr , eon-
taini SRR

ni. g...
2,581
I certify I haveearefully examined the nine
ledgers ennmerated aLove, and that the fore-
going is a true statement of the erasures and

apparent alierations.
JUOHN W. GENTRY, Clerk.

Let me give you
Another Illustration

of Repuhlican book-keeping. Iris settled
by all rules that when the principal of a
debt is reduced, the amount of interest on
that principsl should be redneed in cor-
responding proportion. The official reports
show that the public debt has heen sreadily
and largely reduced for years, yet, strange
to suy. the official records of the Treasury
Department show that while in 1876, we
paid #s interest on the public debr, $100,-
243 271,23, and in 1877 $97,124,511.58. Yet
in 1878 it was increaled 1o $102,500,874.65,
and in 187X to $105,327.949, showing an in-
crease for the years 1878 and 1879 over the
years 1876 and 1877, of $10 461.040 84, and it
must be remembered that the rate of inter-
u;t was decreasing from 6 to 3! per cent.
HI180,

This, however, is only another one of the
mysteries locked in the vaults of the Treas-
ury that will never be solved, until a new
custodian is appointed by the voice of the
people.

Inerease of vflice-Holders.

As an illostration of the manner in
which the nomber of Republican office-
halders are increasing take the growth of
officers in some of the Departments, as
shown in the fullowing table:
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132 1,008 1,3 1] 6,084 7579

From this you will notice that the Navy
Department aline had sixty-two  more
clerks this year than the whole clerical
force of all the departments in 1802, and
the War Depariment two hundred and
eighty-five more than the whole 1orce in
1560,

Statistics show that the whole number of
employes in the service of the United
States from 1860 to 1876

Inereased as Follows:

1860—Buchanan. President............ 44,527
1861—Lincoln, President................. 46,449
1867—Johnson, President......oooee.. 56,113
1873—Grant, President......cocoveee 86,660
1875—Granr, President...... 94,119

1876—Grant, President.......oe.covernnn. 102,350
The increase since that time has been
very considerable. but as [ have not the
official data I cannot give the figures.
The following table will show the
Incerease of Fxpenditures
in the varivus departments of the Govern-



ment for 1883, over 1882, as passed by the
last Congress:
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If to this increase of $78363 677.10 yon
add the estimuted deficiency in the pension
appropriation of last year of $20,000,000,
and in the Postoflice appropriations of about
£2.000,000, the increase will be over $100,-
000, 000.

Appropriations- Permanent and
definite.

I =nd my Democratic colleagnes, have
made repeated efforts to induce Congress
to repeal the appropriations known as
“Permanent and Indefinite,”” and place
them under its own direet supervision and
control, yet so far, although a bill, looking
to this end, has twice passed the Senate, we
have failed. The result of leaving them
unrepesled is to place a large amount of
funds to the credit of indefinite appropria
tions to be disposed of at the diseretion of
the Administration, Among other items
that come under this head, the collection of
custom duties alope. last year, amounted
to over $6,500,000, and the aggregate, ex-
clusive of interest on the public debt. and
the sinking fund, in round numbers, 1o
$15,000 000, while the entire amount, in-
cluding these last items, was $146,847,307.00.

At each Congressional election, the ex-
penses and saluries of the Federal super-
visors of elections and assistant Marshals
appointed during the time of said elections,
amounting to several hundred thousand

dollars, are

Paid From This Fund.
While I do not sav that any considerable
portion of this fund is being used for im-
proper purposes, yet the opportunity to

| use a large portion of it for the purpose of
| carrying eleciions is

placing o much
ower in the bands of any political party.
t is a great deal better and safer to have
Congress annually supervise all appropria-
tions of Muney, upon 1egular estimates, to
be furnished by the diflerent departments.

River ana Harbor Bill.

The passage of the ‘‘river and harbor”
bill at the lust session of Congress has
cansed much discussion and eriticism

| throughout the countey, and in our State.

Avtimes and in places, fair eriticism  has
given away to unjust censure and violent
abuse of the bill and those who voted for
it. Itis due to frankness for me to say
that L think the bill was too large in
amount. [ thought so at the time 1t was
before Comgress, but it was betrer that it
should have passed with this defect than
not to have passed at all. Much of theap-
propriation was to continoe unfinished
work on rivers and harbors, and which
might have become worthless unless
finished. Nearly one-third of the appro-
priation is for the improvement of the
Mississippi river and the Potomae fluts at
Washington, and it is generally conceded
these are proper ubjects, for appropriations,
besides those made for unfinia-]]ed wurk on
our harbors and navigable rivers.

The fuct that this appropriation is to be
exprnded under direction of the corps of
engineers, at whose head stands Gen. H. G.
Wright, a faithful, honest and aceom plished
officer, ought to be a sufficvient guarantee
that it will be

Properly Expended,

unless you exclude the 2 per cent. assess-
ment fund. It can be said to the credit of
the engineers that since the beginning of
the government, there has not occeurred a
cuse of defalcation in the corps, although
they have been charged with the disburs-
ment of hundreds of millions of dollars.
The State of West Virginia, since 1870, has
enjoyved her proper share in this appropri-
ation; and the improvement of her rivers
have been, and always will be, a great ad-
vantage to our people, and aid in getting
their products to market.

The bill is national and general in its
characrer, and there is no reason to eall it a
steal, or indulge in violent abuse of those
who voted for it—about the only objection
to it is its large am»unt.

Publie Lands Given Away to Railroads
and Other Corporations.

There have been given away, of the pub-
lie domain, to railway and other corpora-
tion 207,460,031 acres, and area greater than
the total area of the following States, viz.:
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecti-




cuf, New York, New Jersey. Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
olina, S8outh Carolina and Georgia. Of this
large aniount the Pacific Railways received
148.675,163 acres.

The people are beginning to realize what
a reckless waste of the public property this
has been, now that they are forced to pay
these corporations high prices for homes.

One of the evils connected with these vast
donations is that the corporations owning
the lands have, to a large extent, avoided
paying taxes on them. .

Remonetization of Silver,

The following table taken from the report
of the' Comptroller of the Currency for 1881,
shows the total amount of circulation in the
Unired States, on November 1st, 1881, and
the increase since 1379, as also the amounts
of gold, silver, legal tender and national
bank circulation, respeccively on that day:
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It is estimated that the increase In the
gold and national bank circulation has been
comparatively slight, while the silver cir-
culation has increased at the rate of $2,000,-
000 per month, which would make the to-
tal, up to the present, ahout £200,000,000,

This great result, with all its advantages
to our people, trade and commerce, is due
to the re monetization of silver, which was
passed by a Democratic Congress, in the
face of [urions opposition, in and out of
Congress, by the Republican party, but

8

now its wisdom is so generally acquiesced
in.that it has ceased to be a question in pol-
itics, and Germany and other leading pow-
ers are considering the question of follow-
ing our example.

Anything for Power.

The Republican party, so long acecustomed
to control and power, has become arrogant
and domineering, and its leaders think it
presumption to ask the veople to make a
change. Tt shifts its sails to ecatch every
breeze and suit every votar who will op-
| pose the Demaocratic party. Its chief aim
seems to be to perpetuate its power and
keep control of the government and the
offices, no matter how or by what means.

To this end, whenever it has suited its
purposes. although loudly protessing to be
the party of high moral ideas, honesty, re-
form and progress, it has made alliances,
and gone into fellowship with every politi-
cal heresy and ism of the day. In Towa,
Texas, and other Srates, it has openly com-
| bined with Greenbackers, demanding an
unlimited issue of currency. In Virginia,
under the sanction and with the aid of the
administration. it unites with and stands
shoulder to shoulder with repudiation.
willing. if it can only get and hold power,
to wreck the finances of that State, with its
great history, and destroy its credit forever.
After Twenty Years of Condemnation
by the Repubiican press of the country of
| Gen. Chalmers, as the hero of the iort
|Pilrow massacre, and the worst barbarian
of the late war, the Republican party in

Mississippi. the moment it thinks if can
make use of him, endorses his nomination,
made by bolters, and welcomes him as a
reformer, that will redeem the South from
| bourbonism, as it has heretofore done with
| Longstreet, Mosby, and many others., In
New York, throngh and with the aid of the
candidate for Vice President, and now
| President, it openly bartered away to Boss

Kelley the patronage of the great city of
New York for Republican vietory in the
State, which gave that party a Governor and
| President.

but this Spirit of Intrigne,
| bargaining and trading, for the sake of
[ power, has not stopped with localities and
| States, but it has invaded a Republican
Congress, and reached a Republican execn-
tive. In the organization of the last House
of Representatives the Greenbackers and
Readjusters hield the balance of power and
| the Republican party was in the minority.
A bargain was made by which the Green-
backers and Readjusters should vote for a
Republican 8peaker, for which service they
(received good places on the committees.
| This bargain extended even to the unseat-
| ing of Democrats duly and legally elected,
and the seating of Republicans in their
stead. This same kind of a combination
was made between the Republicans in the
Senate and Mahone; and in the State of
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Virginia with the Readjusters, which re-|
sulted in the election of Riddleberger. [

And to-day Mahone, the confederate,
Democratic-Readjuster-Republican stands |

Clothed With the Confidenee of the
President,

the Administration and the Republican
party, and dictates appointments in Vir-
ginia. Under his bargain, he turns out
true and tried Republicans, and in some in-
stances even wounded Union soldiers, and
puts Readjustersinto office in theirstead, in
order to promote hissuccess and that of his
ally, the Republican parry. Itis said he
has & regular printed form on which he
makes his endorsements for position for his
followers, and these are now in use in the
Post Office and other Departments.

These are some of the methods being
used by the Administration and the Re-
publican party to keep itself in power.

Elections.

The will or voice of the people in the
last two elections of President hasn ot con-
trolled. Hayes was declared elected by
fraudulent counting of electoral votes, and
and General Garfield was elected by the
free use of money in the purchase of
votes. Even .with the great advantages
possessed by the Republicans, in point of
having the offices and the power, the two
%reat. political parties are very nearly even-
¥

divided. This is shown by the fact that
Tilden in 1876 had a majority of both the
electoral and pepular vote; and in the
Presidential election of 1880 the popular
majority of Garfield over Hancock was
only 7,018 as will be seen by the follow-
ing statement:

The popular vote for President in 18g0
was:

Garfield, Republican... e 4,449,054
Hancock, Democrat.. 4,442,085
Weaver, Greenbacker.. 807 306
BEATIEFINE i, i ivcce dioiirnnnessusner 3 12,76

ted ot St e e
Garfleld over Hancock............. 7,018
Garfield, minority of popular vote..... 3.2,864
The vote of the State of New York, which
decided the election in favor of Gen. Gar-
field, was:
Garfleld.
Hancock
Weaver
Scattering

1,104,005

Garfleld’s plarality................ 21,083
Garfield’s majoriiy over all. 5,488

There has been a good deal of talk about
the “Sulid South,” and it has been asserted

- that the Democrats got nearly all their
votes in that section, but facts are very dif-
ferent, as will be seen by the following
table of comparisons: E
Comparison of the Presidential votes of
1876 and 1880, dividing the Northern and

‘Western States from the Southren or old
‘Slave’’ States:

| Hayes-Tilden in the Twenty-two North-

ern and Western States.
Demaocratic vote EG?% per cent)......2,683,477
Republican vote (72% per rent)......2 944,109
Greenback vote (91 per cent) 75,849
Inthe Sixteen Southern States.

Democratic vote (371 per cent)......1,614,072
Republican vote (2714 per cent)......1,106 781
Greenback vote (9 per cent).....coeee. 7,157
Garfield-Hancock in the Twenty-two
Northern and Western States,

Democratic vote (64 per cent)......... 2,847 514

Republican vote (76 per cent). . 3,381,748

Greenback vote (65 per ceot).......... 200,266

Inthe Sixteen Southern States,

Democratic vote (36 per cent)........ 1,594,521

Republican vote (24 per cent), ..1,067,305

Greenback vote (35 per cent).......... 107,040
It will be noticed that the propertion of

Demoeratic votes cast in the South is about

the same at both elections, and that the

combined Democratic vote of the Northern
and Western States is nearly twice as great
as that cast in the Southern States., Again,
in the election of 1880, Gen. Garfield re-
ceived a littie over 500 000 more votes than

Gen. Hancock did in the Northern and

Western States, and Gen. Hancock received

about that majority over Garfield in the

Southern States.

State Affairs.

As members of the Legislature are to be
chosen at the approaching election, it is
proper that some mention should be made
of our State affairs.

The State is in a prosperous condition as
to its industries, and is rapidly increasing
in population.

[n 1870, the population was..............442,000

In 1880, it was 618,000
Showing an increase of....,.cco.oeveees 176,000

in ten years, or about 40 per cent. Thisin-

crease is greater than any State Hast, and
more than a majority of the States of the

Union. Itis fair to presume that the in-

crease in wealth and business is keeping

pace with the increase of population. In

proportion to its area, it is the richest State

in the Union in eoal, iron ore and timber,
State Finances

are in a healthy cendition. In order to

show the difference in the management of

the finances, I submit the following com-

parison, showing the condition in 1870

under Republican rule, and in 18380 under

Democratic rule:

Comparison of expenditures for general State
purposes, during the four years (1867 to 1870,
inclusive) of Republican rule, and the four
years (1878 1o 1851, inclusive) under Demo-

eratie rule:
Average per vear,
Republican...... ...51,801,052 83 &50,233 08
422,263 62

Demoeratic ... 1,689,174 53
§111,877 83 more than under
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Democratie rule.
For general school purposes for the same
time as above—
Average per vear.
e §352,637 36 $138,154 34
reeee 952,442 81 238,140 57

$309,804 95 more than under
Republican rule.

It will be seen from this comparison that
though the population from 1870 to 1880
has increased about 40 per cent, yet the
expenses for general state purposes has de-
creased during the four years named $111,-
877.00, and for the same years the expendi-
tures for school purposes increased §399,-
804.00; that is, under Democratic rule the
expenditures for State pur, oses have bheen
decreased afid for schools increased, and the
rate of taxation has remained the same.

Fres Schools.

In this very importsnt branch of our
Siate administration the Democrats have
made a record to which they point
with pride. To fully understand this, I
submit the following comparisons and fig-
ures—previous to 1870, the State was under
Republican and since then Democratic rule:

Receipts from State, District Levies and
other purposes—

1880 assnnes wanes ween BBT 03 T8

Inerease (53 per cent) ... 8302.435_ b
Value of school property—
1870
1,670,534 91

Increase (58 per cent.........ccccvevienns $613,064 87
School houses—
0,

Republican.....
Democratice....

wern §005,207 96

1,057,473 4

1850....

Increase (72 per €eht.) e ciieinnine 1,720
Number of months taught—

1870)... e D813
1880...... W vy SARRE TRRH RN NS A RR LS 18,5481
Increase (R7 per cent.). ... 8,818

Number attending school—

1870.... ieine, BTS20
1880. ... B DA
Increase (64 per cent.) ..o e 55,320

Baluries of teachers—

inerease—136 per cent.}..........,..‘..,.s_s'ﬂ_l:ﬁ-;u
Average distrist levy on $100 valuation of
TOpErty —
or Bnilding Fund, 1870....
For Building Fund, 1880....

Decrease in taxes (33 per centi)u....u..

Expended for each pupil—
For tuition, based on enumeration, 1870...81 62
For tuition, based on enumeration, 1880.., 2 49

Increase..... 8 87

“an o |State debts.

Irreducible school fund—
Oectober 1st, 1870.....

cere $229,300 00
October Ist, 1880

... 423,988 85

Increase (over 80 per eent.).......... 5194,688 85
From the above figures it will be noticed
that while taxes for school purposes
Have Been Reduced
about 33 per cent., there has been a large
inerease in the value of school property,
number of teachers, of pupils, of months
taught, as also in the salaries of teachers
and amountof monev expended generally
for school purposes. Tt will alsu be seen
that the Irreducible School Fund has in-
creased over 80 per cent. from 1870 to 1880.
In the matter of school administration, it
is conceded that West Virginia can chal-
lenge comparison with any State in the
Union.

State Institutions.
Since 1870 there have been large ameunts
expended on the State Institutions, and
they have all been greatly improved in- size
and condition,

The expenditures for their support is less
per capita than in 1870, and 1 venture to
suy that the public institutions of no Srate
in the Union are better managed, or afford
better facilities for their purposes, than do
thoze of West Virginia.

State Faxation.

Another advantage our State has is that
while we hear murmurs of complaint from
other States, especially South and Hast,
about the heavy burdens of taxation, the
taxes of our Siate are comparatively light;
less than those of the majority of States,

7 and less than half as much as some of the

others. While fully two-thirds of the States
have larger rates than onrs, and some of
them double and thribble as much, onr
Srate tax is but 30 cents on the hundred dol-
lars.ten cents of which is devoted to the use
of free schools, leaving but twenty cents for
general purposes. Of course, there are
some people, and T suppose some Demo-
crats, who complain even of this low rate,
but in the majority of instances, in this as
in other matters, you will find those that
grumble most are those who have the least
cause.
Debt Question. 4

A great many slurs have been attempted
to be cast upon onr State by the repudiators
of Virginia, under the lead of the Read-
justers, relative to the State debt of Vir-
ginia, and the portion of it they think. or
say, our State ought to assume. While we
can afford to pass by slurs coming from
this source withoat notice, we cannot af-
ford 1o ignore the proper ssntiment of the
country npon the question of payment of
As 1 have said on previous
occasions, I now repeat, T am unqualified'y
i favor of paying our just and equitable
proportion of the debt of Virginia, prior to
1863, whenever that proportion shall be

properly or legally determined. It is nof
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fair, either, to charge West Virginia with a
disposition to shirk any responsibility in
the mratter; she has always expressed her-
self in her Legislaiure, and in other Yublic
ways, as willing to meet Virginia half-way
in the seitlementof the guestion.

When West Virginia was adwitted into
the Union, her Constitution expressly pro-
vided for the payment of a

Just and Equitable Proportion

of this debr, and 1t was conceded ar the
time of her admission, that the bill would
never have passed Congress but for this
provision. It is not the fault of West Vir-
ginia that her effurts in the direction of a
just and equitable settiement of thiz matter
have, so far, resulted in failure. We an-
nounce to the world our willingness to do
what is proper and right, and defy any one
to say, truthfully. that the taintol repudia-
tion rests upon us. I neitherown, nor have
I any interest in any bonds of Virginia, or
what is called West Virginia, or deferred
ceriiticates, and, when this matter is deter-
mined, will have to bear my share of the
burden of taxation, but T hope this ques-
tion may be met fairly and squarely by our
Bﬁe'ople, It is now generally conceded that

est Virginia, upon a fair settlement, will
owe but little, if anything, of this debt, and
getit is an unsettled account that ought to

e adjusted, and [ want it so adjusted that
we need never hang our heads in shame,
when our financial record as a State is men-
tioned.

Railroads.

The ery of “monopoly” in our State has
been calenlated to prejudice the people
against railroads. While I do not approve

o all  that railroad corporations
do, yet I believe Trailroads are
necessary to the proper develop-

ment of the State, and I am their friend in
their efforts to open up an outlet for our
great mineral resources and agriculiural
productions. We are living in an age of
rapid development, the world is pushing
on, and if we do not keep moving with it
we will be left behind. We muast bear in
mind that we are living in the year 1882,
and that the age of transportation by wag-
ons ancd stage coaches has passed away.
West Virginia is showing signs of progress
in the bringing to light of her vast buried
treasures of minerals, and in a few years
the increase of ber population, and conse-
quent wealth and prosperity, will show
the wisdom of the encouragement she gives
to capital and enterprise.

The iron ore and coal, without means of
transportation, are comparatively value-
less,but with a railroad they become valua-
ble. The enterprising men who are taking
the advance in building railroads and de-
veloping the State are to be commended.
What would West Virginia have been to-

~ day but for the few railroads she now has,
especially the B. & 0. and C. & 0. Railroads
and their branches?

I do not want to be understood as favor-
ing
Onerons Exactions or Unjust Diserim-

inations
on the part of railroad companies, but I
ani in favor of fair rates being estublished—
Competition is one of the best means to
bring this about.

A county or town withouta railroad is be-
hind the age. Of course, there are discrim-
inations at times about which the people
complain, but a person had as well try to
do without rain or sunshine, because the
rain sometinies does grest damage by way
of fiouds, and the sunshine by burning up
the crops in a dry season, as to do without
railroaus, because they do wrimg some- .
times. Hvery mile of new railroad built
opens up so much new conntry to market
and increases our wealth to that extent.
Every new railroad completed tends to re-
duce rates by giving competition. Let us,
then, encourage every legitimare enter-
prise to come within our borders, and
when they do come let us encourage them
to stay by encouraging friendly relations
with them as well as with those already
here. Much of the increass of our popula-
tion in the pust ten years is owing to the
few railways we have, and with an increase
of railread facilities we have a great future
before us.

Republican State Address,

A short time ago Mr, G. W. Atkinson,
Chaitman of the Republican State Commit-
tee, and United Siates Marshal for this
State, issned an address to the voters of the
State, some portions of which I will notice
more at length before I finish.

He starts off by saying:

“The first Monday in October next you
will be called upon to cast your ballots,”
&o. The State Constitution requires our
elections to be held on the second Tuesday
?étgctuher. which, this year, comes on the

He next refers to the right of petition,
and says: ‘‘Not fewer than 40,000 of our
fellow-citizens petitioned for an amend-
ment to the Constitution to prevent the
manufacture and sule of liquors.” In the
first place no one opposes the right of peti-
tion, and in the second place I am crenibly
informed that the number was 12,000, in-
stead of 40,000

He next refers to the re-assessment of
lands. This is just as important to the
Stdte as the censusis to the United States
every 10 years, and it tends to equalize
taxation.

As to His Next Charge,

I have already shown that the irreducible
school fund has been greatly increased, and
is Inow well protected, under Democratic
rule.

He then says: ‘“We also charge that the
Democratic party legislates in favor of

capital as against labor.” Itis a conceded
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fact, that the tendencies of the Republican
party is the encouragement of monopolies
and concentration of labor.

Next, as to his charge of paper railroads.
Without charters, of eourse, we could have
po railroads, and if only one out of every
ten railroads chartered is built, the State is
that much better off.

As to the new Senatorial district, as popu-
Jation increases, the number of Represen-
tatives must also, and, therefore, it was
necessary to have a new Senatorial district.

The Re-Districting of the State
is next mentioned. The U. 8. Constitution
requires the State to be re-districted after
each census, if it makes a change in the
representation. . Under the recent appor-
tionment bill we are given an additional

member of Congress, and the State, conse- |

quen:ly, had to be re-districted.

I have expressed my views on the tariff
question, and can only add that all the
parties substantially agree as fo how our
State should stand, and that it has no bear-
ing on the polities of the State whatever.

Finally he says that they call upon the
people, without reference to former politi-
cal affiliations, to cast their ballots for the
Republican party and its measures. This
is in keeping with the Mahone, Chalmers,
and Greenback compacts of their party.

1t will be noticed that Mr. Atkinson, of
whom I think well personally, is the chair-
man who signs this address. He is also an
United States officer, and is paid by the
govermment for his services.

Prohibition.

The question of the prohibition of the
manufacture and sale of liquor is assuming
_considerable importance in this and other
Qtates. While it does not enter, strictly
speaking, into this campaign, yet itisa
question which has been and is now agi-
tating the people, and I believe a candid
discussion of any question upon which peo-
ple differ is always best. Wise men, good
and great men, have for a long time and do
now differ widely as to the proper policy to
be pursused to counteract the evil of in-
temperence, and public opinion and the
people must eventually decide the ques-
tion.

In this connection, I will say, however,
that T have always been an advocate of and
a believer in, the right of the people to pe-
tition. Wherever a respectable number of
citizens ask for redress, their petitions
should be given a respectable hearing, and
if the people of this State desire that this
question should be submitted to them for
their consideration, I think their wishes
should be granted. For my part [ am wil-
ling, and I believe al. the parties are, that
the Eeople who see the practical workings
of this question should act both as judge
and jury in the watter, and we should be
perfectly content to abide by their deci-
sion.

Re-Assessment of Lands.

Our political opponents endeavor to
make a point on the reassessment of lands
ordered by the last Legislature, and say it
is done to raise more money to run the
State government, and that it is now in
debt some $200,000. As to the re-assess-
ment question, the answer is plain. West
Virginia is a young and growing State, and
as the recent census shows, it has made a
more rapid average increase in population
than the majority of States. In some
places the increase of value has been large,
while in others it may have depreciated,
and the rate ought to be equalized. Where
property has increased in value the taxes
sheuld be raised in proportion, and where
it has depreciated in value they should be
reduced. This is only meting out exact
justice to all, and complying with the Con-
stitution, which says taxation shall be
equal and uniform,

As to the expenses it:-is but a compara-
tively small matter. There have been two
re-assessments since 1860, one in 1866, made
while the Republicans were in power, of
which I have not the figures and cannot
speak, the other in 1875, the cost of which,
exclusive of blanks and printing, was but
$17,771.40, while the aggregate increase in
value over the previousassessment was $12,-
176,120, The estimated cost of the present
re-assessment is $20,250. Competent and
honest men, citizens of the State, have
been designated to discharge this duty, and
I have no fear but what they will act prop-
erly and conscientiously and return your
property at only such a valuation as fair-
ness and justice would dictate.

State School Fund.

Much has been said aboutour having
borrowed some money from the school
fund to be used for State purposes. As to
that question, the old proverb of ‘‘People
who live in glass houses should never
throw stones,” is applicable. When the
Democrats came into power in 1871, it was
found that the reports of the outgoing Re-
publican officials did not agree, and Judge
J. M. Jackson, of Parkersburg, and myself,
as Chairman of the Finance Committees of
the two Houses, investigated the matter.
We found that there was an actnal deficit
of the general funds, on October 1st, 1870,0f
$92,552.16 of which there had been taken
from the school funds, $60.528.34, and there
were of former appropriations remaining
unpaid, $32,023 82.

The principal difference that I can see be-
tween the two parties in this matter is that
while the Republicans took the money
without law or anthority from the school
fund in 1870, paid no interest on it, and
made no return for .1t and
kept it concealed wuntil investigation
brought it to light, the Democrats, under
authority of law, make public and pay in-
terest on the small amount they have bor
rowed.



Heyser Convention.

I regret the Congressional Convention
which met here (Keyser) a few days since
divided, and two gentlemen were nomina-
ted or named for Congress, either of whom
would make a worthy candidate and do
honor to the State in Congress.

The State Convention at Parkersburg on
Thursday last requested the State Execu-
tive Committee to meet at Grafton Monday
next to take into consideration the differ-
ences in this district. I hope and believe
that with the consent of the two gentlemen
pamed and their friends such a conclusion
will be reached, as but one Democratic can-
didate will be presented to the voters of
this district,

Living Issunes.

Political parties cannot live alene upon
the glory optheir past record and achieve-
ments, nor can they ¢ling to the dead issues
of the past. They should deal with the
active, living present, and all the questions
growing out of it. What profit can come
from considering questions that have been
settled, or the theories and sayings of the

ast, except in so far as they have some

aring upon the present or futnre pros-
perity and advancement of the country?

Party platforms are the expression of the
opinions of political parties at the time—
but the times change and we change with
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them., A platform or set of resolutions
that might have been rightand applicable in
1812 er 1860, for instance, may have
no relation to the issaes of the
present, with which we have to grapple.
Let us deal with things and issues as we
now find them, and so treat and dispose of
them that peace, honesty, liberty and pros-
perity may be promoted and assured.

Necessity of Organization.

Considering the strength of our oppon-
ents, their control of power, patronage and
money, all of which after twenty years of
experience they concentrate and use when
necessity requires, it becomes the Demo-
cratic party to be active and vigilant. Or-
ganization in political matters is as essen-
tial to success, as it is in war or business.
The right, with organization, will prevail.

And now it is for you to decide. You
are to choose between the two political
parties, and decide which course you will
pursue. One leads to economy, reform, re-
duction of taxation, an honest administra-
tion of affairs, and a happy realization of
what our forefathers intended—a purely
democratic form of gevernment; the other
leads to extravagance, legislation which
has a tendency to centralization and to en-
courage monopolies, Credit Mobilier, Star
Route trauds, burdensome taxation, politi-
cal dishonesty and corruption.






