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WEST VIRGINIA wnn cI.A.IM.&#39;st.

pasPEECH

HON; H. G. DAV1s,5F WESTVIRGINIA,
IN  SENATE on THE UNITED STATES.

M1&#39;.?l)A.VIS. If the regular niorning business is through, I vvish to be heard. ~ .
The PRESIDENT pro ztempore. The Senator will proceed, if there be �no ob-jection. l � �

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President,~the Chziirman of the Committee on Claims gave 110- ,1 
     
     Etiee that he VVO¬1lC1l30-dzty ask the Senate E0,,QOl1Sid8r bills reported from that commit-�

tee. I, also, gave notice that I would ask the Senate to allow me to submit somefre-»
marks to-day afterthe 1&#39;eg�ula.:_{morning btisiiiess was concluded, on West VirginialVar Claims. lslinll be as brief as the subject will admit. I invite the attention of� the Senate to the bill I,ll.1Cal&#39;{)&#39;Cll1QCd early inthis session providiiig for the peymentto

. the State a_nd people olf West Vlrghiin of the snni of $%iO0.000 to reimburse them in
part for losses sustained by them during the late W31�; The bill has been read a
second time, and  new pending �oefore the Oornn11ttee_on Claims, and is as follows ::
A bill to reimburse the State of West Virginia for/losses incurred by reason of the�de-

struction of-its bridges, court-houses, school-houses, churches, turnpike roads, and.other public property by i4�ederal troops during the late war. �
. Whereas the State of West Virginia sn"£fered heavy losses during the late civilwar �

in the destruction of bri<.lge.s, court-houses, ecliool-honsies, churches, turn pifze roacis, andother public property; am: w&#39;ne&#39;reas: .~.m1«l estate was; loyal to the GO�.&#39;B.&#39;.&#39;I1!�l1{3l.li3 or theUnited b"&#39;232.Lt»t�:S, :u1=;:l O0ll.l}l&#39;1Dl1:38L1 its lull slime toward putting down the late rebellion;and whereas the gi-entei&#39; portion of said property was destroyed by Federal troops act- aing under the orders of their superiors ; and wherea.s said State, by reason of its heavylosses as aforesaid. and of its being yet young in years, and having to endure a. hes.� a
expense in theerection of public buildings, is unable to contribute toward the rebuilzmg 0f�S;i.lLl works: Therefore, � V

e it enacted by the lS�enwte and Hbuse of Rzpresentazirves of the United States of A�merioaiin any/ess assembéecl. That the Secretary of tlic, Treasury is authorized, and hereby" (iL._reoteu..i, to pay to the state of West Virgini-a,upon the order of the governor oflsaidp state,out of any money in the �l�i-easury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $500,000, to bognppiied to the reouildlng of the bridges, court-liouses, school-houses-, churches, turnpike?roauls, and other public property in said State dest1&#39;o_vcu by l&#39;5�et:leral troops by military Iol°dei&#39;s during the late civil war. .
M y re1nn.rks, however, will apply to similar bills now upon the Calendar ready

to be acted» upon by the y�enate.
�SKETCH ()&#39;F"�l�}&#39;§-IE ORGANIZATION OF WEST VIRGINIA.

V A large Inajority of the citizens of Vi/"<;:SA$.X7il�gl�l£t were opposed to the ordi-4
� nance of secession, and in favor of lnaintaliiing the suprenntey of the Union �:md&#39;
e the Constitution, and signallzed their devotion to the Governngient �by setting up
a reorganized government as soon as possible al&#39;tei&#39; the passage of the secession
ordinance in lticlmiiond, on the 19th day of April, l8,Gl . A thrill of excitenlent shook
the country from the Alieghanies to the Ohio river when the western (.le1eg�ates L
returned and annoameed the passage of the ordlna:.ice._ Three thtys afterward,
on the 22d, 8. mass nieeting was called and held at Clafi{Sbl1l�gg�, where 1*eeohttionswere adopted ealiizig upon the people of VV(3f§Eil�l1 ¥ii§,"ii1i:t to send delegates to a.convention to he held at Wlieelin.o&#39; on the v�-.. n o T; ay following", to etermineupon such action as nilght be tliongiit best. &#39; B

�i�he people responded to thecall, and assembled in convention in Wheeling
on the day appointed, and passed resolutions denouncing the ordinance of seces-
sion as am act of treztson, mitl providing for a comrention of :.1l.l the counties of
Virginia adliering to the iietioiinl Grove1&#39;n&#39;n1ent. This convention assembled I in
W/Vlieeliiig on the llth of J nne following, and proceeded to reorganize the lawful
government of the State. This reorganized governnient xvae recognized by the
people as the true government of the State, and Hon. F. H. Pierpoint was elected

overnor.
gention, which bod y was elected on the 24th of October, 1861, and met at Wheel-
ing on the 26th of N O,�Vf3l11i)8l&#39; f<).llo�wit1g, _ y _  .

The consent of the Legl.s.l.n.ture/ of 1&#39;eorg5ai1lzed Virginia Was given to the for-
mation of a new� State on  13th of May, 1882,. and on the -3 lstvof December
folio wing&#39;President Lincoln approved the act of Congress admitting West:rVirgi-

&#39;l�hi_s convention also issued a call for a, new State constitutional con�



be
nia into tiieifnion. Tire new State� coast-itntion, as amended, was adoptedby
the peopie on the 28th of Marcii, i863. A. general election for the new State
,<:;"OV81�ii111i3i1t�§VétS hcid on the �:?8th of May, and on the 20th of June, 1863, the
State of West Viiigiiiia was iii1au;>;uratecl at Wheeling by Hon. Arthur,I..TBo_reman,
xnv resent C0li¬.:.t0&#39;i�§¬ on this ��oor first oovernor of the new State,.and the�assem-o C) , b

.,§

bled as :ii§§daiil1i&#39;~8.  sT.�Ti�.Zhe Validity of the new State was fully recognized by act of «
Con§§re,.=.+n Decenibeit, 1882, and by proclaination-�ioi the President April,� 1V863,vandby
C0i&#39;i;�_7ji�-SSS :t(i,ii1ii_ti1.1j;§&#39; Senators and Representatives, and by the Supreme,Court of
the United States in the ease� of Viigiiiizt vs. West Virginia, for the possession of
Jeii�e1&#39;soi1 and Beri«;eley connties, which case was decided in favor of West Vlrgmia.
, e V SITUATION or Wnsr VIRGINIA DURING THE WAR. l
e &#39; The people whose cause I advocate su�ered. nch for the sake of the Republic.

&#39;l�heyj are the {non �of. the bOi�(jlG1�, those men Who. during the rebellion were theliving 1&#39;:n1*1par&#39;t of the States wliich adhered to the General Government. Some of S
thenii were soldiers of the �United States Army, faithiuliy doisciiarging their duty,
wi&#39;;iie~ti&#39;i<2 GD�i.73i�liiI1-�Silt-, for whose preservation they ioiiglxt, seized and used or
des"t.&#39;r<i�y�i3t3. their property, : � g � &#39;

"West &#39;VE.r;;;ii&#39;i.iz2. was one of the border States during the late War, and being so,
had to bear the brunt of hard l{i�lOCi;(S and cruel blows from both of the then con-
tezidi11g.ai_&#39;mies. She was the �bulwark, the fortress, interposed between theloyal
States of the North and the opponents of the Government. I-Ier hills and Valleys
1�esou;.nded. With theimarch of hostiie armies during the whole War, and on num-
berless occasions were the scenes of i&#39;1a:i&#39;<Ii�fongji1t battles, and were drenched with .
the blood of the  and the bravest of both armies. .

All the moral i.1)rlu<-once which she, as a State, could exercise Was thrown in,
the caus_e of the Gjoverrninent. _ Being one of_ the principal theatres of action. and
the Gibraltar of safety for the Northern States, a large number of troops Was ne-
cessarily kept. in this State ah the time.� Thus it was necessary, as one of the con-
seqrierices of War, to use her. schooi-«houses. churches, and other public buildings,
as Winter i1u,arters,,  to shield the soldiery from the winter blasts, or else as
hosp�itals, to protect and care for the wounded. As fuel was needed, fences, tim~
her, and other niovaioie property were consumed., , As food Was needed, the re-
sources of the country were used to supply the wants of the Army. As trans»-&#39;
}j)ortationwa.s needed, horses, mules. and wagons were impressed and sacri�ced
for the coinrnon cause. When it becan1e* necessary to transport the heavy artil-
lery and other munitions of war, as was frequently, nay daily, the case, our
roads and pikes had to s�n;ti�er. » S &#39; &#39; �

It was a misfortune both tothe people of the South and the people of the S
N�orththat this War broke ont; but it did break out, and it raged like a �ame
upon the prairie,,desti-oying everythin.g w.i.thin its reach. a It swept over our State
like a dea(ily«fhnijricane. it was our lot to have Visited upon us all the evils, all
the liorrors of war; all t eii&#39;iisioi&#39;1 ofbiood, the desolation of families, the ra-
pine, the acts of Violence, the con�agrations incident to war. The two� armies
surged iaaokwards and forward thrcu.;2;h our State like the ebbing and�owing of
thetide, �tirst :{"..(iV£Li1Cii1g,. then retreatineirg V Life, liberty, property, all Went down

&#39; before the stern}. Ties -of i;ind.red�sociai, domestic, and religious ties� were
sriztppeti� a.:-3::n�1der., Cmr cnl,tir�a.te<Ll  were laid waste, our homes destroyed,
our in.dusE:.r_*ia}. pnrsui.ts interrnpted���nay, alrnost abandoned. Many of our people .
Were«d1~ij;e=:;:i away ifrom their homes ; their cattle, horses, and other stock were
taken, their� .&#39;nonsi.«s "oi�1riiie~:,�., and e_Vei&#39;y*tiiii1;z; they had on earth destroyed. They.
We.rje_ie:i&#39;t Without means, Without homes, Without household furniture, su�ering
for the  of life, and in some casesi utterly destitute. This is but a faint
picture of so.n1e_ oi� the horrors oi War, Our neighbors,. Who dwelt in af�uence
a;1�1giviv.safetji� While we stood sent1�y over their treasures and loved ones, little knew
the �sriiferings and pi-ivations we Wei-e called npojn to undergo\ I am not painting
irarrroarii&#39;ig scenes in order to Work upon the syi&#39;.:np.athies of Senators, but am sta-~
-tiiigplfain truptlrs, Winch the history of the late war will fully corroborate.

g , CLAIM UNEQUAL TOSTHE LOSSES. »
The amount claimed� inithis bill. is not at all equal. to the losses actually sus-.

tai�i�1t�.�,Cl,-i)&#39;.1i3 _bein§; a young State, and consequently modest, and taking into"con-,
I%�a¬l<3I5§1Eiori.the present �nancial condition of onr Government, We do not demand
as laige an mnonnt as We are .legaliy and justly entitled to, but simply ask for
the compyarativeiy srnail sum nan1ed�in»the bill �as some slight compensation for
losses;sustained�by�our people at the hands of the Union armies. &#39; V

I  not Weary the�. Senate, Mr.I�resident, with any attempt to givethe losses
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I

i order to prevent their falliiig into the

� itsloyal citizens without

. orxmake adequate satisfaction if the

i iu(;>; him compensation therefor.

V the recognized authorities say on this subject.

V his quota of the loss. .

,5

in detail, su�ered by loyal citizens of our State, at the hands of the Ferle-1�al =troops.~
Every Senator knows how large was the demand lei» the Army� fo1&#39;,,bii&#39;i�lc5ingsi
as store�-houses,� for hospitals, and for Winter, quarters f01"�o��ic;e1&#39;s_loanrlrfrrisates.
Every one knows hovrforesi-s were felled, and the timber; i-1l&#39;l;Cl_f¬ll¬3¬S usecl:fori
fuel, -forti�cations, and bridges. Every one knows hoxvoften, in the case_cf~a
V retreat, it became necessary to destroy costly» b1~i(lges, the property of ti1e-:State,
and public buildings, in which comrnissa.ry stores and anirrmnitien were store&#39;d,~?in

hands of and becoming useful to the enemy.
The sufferings of our State in these particulars are niatters of history withtxziiieh,deubtless,every_Senatorin this Chamber is conversant. &#39;  A V 4 � " "

WHO ousrrr TO PAY, THE Lossas?
The question presented for determination is, who oaejiit to bear the losses "in-

curred by loyal men at the hands of the Government� in the ,pl.�0S¬CiitiOl&#39;l {of the
late War, the Gover.nment who took �property a..n«:l used it for its oxvi1,,ad\7ar1tago,
or the loyal State or party from whom the property was ta.l~:en., an d who reeeivi-d
no bene�t or compensation therefor, save the bene�t, iiiicominon with an others,
of protection �P, Most unquestionably the Goverm:nent 011;�-2;llL to teas the less.
The sacri�ce of property by the loyal State or owner fer the bene�t of liis Gov-
ernment should be compensated ior by that Geve1&#39;n1nent by all means, aridat the
first 0pp0I&#39;_tnnity. T/Le cibligatioyi. to pay «:«:j�a.izf/I:7�ul (moi lozw oLb£rZiw:_g citizen for prop-S
arty which the Govermnent ag0_;o�rop7�ia.tes to its own. use, and crcceires 2fiie�"l9e?zejfit&#39;<g,f,, is
an obligation as sacred iniimie of war asin time  peace ; and no 111ai;iic.1� Wit ii�wl&#39;10m
the war is waged, it is not xxrasfed with the parties i�r(m_1/whom you take

War authorizes a government to posse�~:s itseif of vvhat belenggs to the e~ncmy,
by con�scation, appropriation, or what you lil<e, a1&#39;1clwith()ut coi1ipe.nsatioia-; but
it does not authorize a governinent to con�scate or appropriate the p�ro_p�e,1-tyof

due compensation therefor. Ail law, whether in time
of War or time of peace, among civilized nati.ons at ls:a.s.t, i&#39;QC(§g�1�liZ¬?S the piinciple
that he who vv&#39;anto11ly does an i1ijui~y to a friend is &#39; l.}Oliil(liO repair the� damage,

damage be irreparable. ,, _
It is a principle���a sacred principle-s�incorporaied.in the greaic. iundainental iaw

of this country, that the Government cr its projp:;%rly coustitliited aggents er autlicz~*-

�\

V ities shall in no case take private property for public use *witl1oiit due*co1npensa~
tion. The Gsovernn*1e.nt cezn� never, W� .h henor, deprive a Cii;iZe3i�1 ei property so
long� as the citizen is faithful to his oi_>li;,1&#39;:1.i.io1is te the Government, vv�iti&#39;iout pay.

_ �While the citizen is faithful:, While he holds his
alle,q;iar1ce,&#39;wi.1ile he discharges the vOl3liig�3,i3lOi1 cf citizenship, the �theory ofiotur
G~overnment is, and the principles of justice and right are, that theGovern1n.e11t

� shall bring to bear all its powers to the end that citizens �receive nodetr&#39;i1nent=that
shall not be redressed.� � This 0iJlig&#39;3,i.l0il is
sacred as the eternal principles of justice.

Law eeamne er: trim snerncrr.
Let us exarnine into the l.aW on this Qi_i,19S&#39;ti()�iL1 for a few moments, and seejyvhat

x Vattel, in ms Law} of Natioiis,

iasting as the Government, and as

says :_
3511011 damages are ef two kinds, these �ione by the State itself, or  ;§§v%&#39;}V*�1�¬§.g�, and

« those done by the enerny. Of the rirst ixzinri soe;ie are done <ieiii_:-ei~ately; eind, 1}":-�V awa,y, cf�:precaution, as when a ii elci, a housega _;ra.1w;ien, is-sieix in a �fri&#39;l.Vfz�l�i&#39;..=t%3�1?%!§3i�S0D,LiS taiee,n.1fo�i* �
the purpose of erecting on the lspet a i�.&#39;<):;-=.r.n i&#39;a2.&#39;n;;~  or any mfiier piece .«:_.<i:� ;�z.&#39;:i&#39;ti,iiea.i.i(m,or when his staiidimr corner his stoi-e-imu_ses .-.3, � «zies-tn*mre:�i in if,�r-"3.�§~&#39;i�=&#39;é~�.Zit �:Their is  cit� &#39;
use to the enemy. Such; darrertges (we to be  _yr:;<::u;  iii»: t?"¢�;¬f;5&#39;:�.«"s�3�r"J3"£-«f:t7.�;,"»;, wit: sitziaid iiedm

Vattel, it wili be seen, divides the   izsrei �i4:i*s�i_ds, risjntai aniji ris-
sugned: Itis not the purpose cf.  hiii er cur §�;e::.gpie to 7£ieri�ians:ii.,cen�ipen,s5ai:iei1rfor accidental dainages,  in a state of ar.ai&#39; the pa.::"ty eieitiweiih_�s�itliltile, i°ig;i*:t ~
to make �W2�1L1� has to march his troops tiirongggh the eeuiitr&#39;y by the,�best 1"_<>:iite�§;;e:-

� sible to accompiish his purpose, and the accid-ei�;it. l¬.ii"ii}ii:ji,,é;�i3S i_*e.siiiti�i1,<;%7 iron; such
a march are thenecessary coi1se.q=ae:�ice:s cf the "*;var, and inust
A pie Withoutcoinpensatien therefor.

ii?sC:i&#39;:ie bythe §_)¥.f*�()--
Biit Wil-�till we ceme to consid~er~the ?second

division, it is an entireiy diii&#39;e.rent niaizter. �Whiie  aeiiii.4ysrlegl,ge;(i th_at if i.t�is
necessary to march\thrcugi:r a grcwiiifgz crap ci §::raii�1 ineitdeif ta�sec.Li,i*e�,;-Qiegitg-
mate end and thereby impair its vaiue: no C�&i7ii§3S�ilSiti,iOi1&#39;Call be ;iu&#39;stl»y or ieggglv �
claimed therefor; yet iffcn the-. ether� hand,  tr�eepsi are in.c:iir1p,�a13_ci uridei
-orders to con�s_ca.te- the corn for prmrender or else cut it airiwii in -cwdser to keep an
enemy from approachingunder its cover, it eiust be admitted that da2&#39;na.ge&#39;s lie; �SQ,

« s
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:*=i_t-may� be set down asone of the acknowledgecl legal maxims of war, that What-
� -ever thc�G&#39;overnment�kes from a. loyal subject for the more e�icient prosecut-�ion
rot avwarg whether it be forage,� timber for forti�cations, houses removed or__ile�
stroyed, or anything else, should be compensated ior, i

�Says Grotius, (page 348, volume. 3, Campbell-�s Grrotius :)
» The property of subjects� is so far under the eminent control of the state, that the

- state, or...the sovereign who represents it, can use 11�:-at property, or destroy it, or alienate
it, not only in caseeof extreme necesseiiy, whicli sonnet-inaes_ allow inclivi<iua.is the lilicrty� of
iinfringinigupon the property ct others, but on all cccczs2c72svs=l1e1&#39;e the public good is con-
»cerned,to which the original framers of society ir2t..en(ie.al that pri.v&#39;a�te interest shouldpive way. But when that-is~the case, it is to be obsei�-ved the Sta? e is bound to I&#39;(-:»])f&#39;l1&#39;1�_t1]B
oases of in-dividiials at the public expense, in aid of,wliic-.11 the su�&#39;e1&#39;ers have cont rilyutecl

their due proportion. Nor will the state, though unable _torepai�1&#39; the losses forthe
present, he �nally released from the d cut, but whenever she possesses the means of re-
pairing thedamages the dormant claim and obligation will be revived. .

»And he again says: . &#39; . &#39; l. s p i i
� The king may in two ways deprive his subjects of their rights, either by way of pun.-

ishment or by virtueiof his eminent �power. But if he does so in the last way, it must be
for some public advantage, and then the subject ought to receive, if possible, a just sat-
isfaction for the loss he suffers out of the common stock. - l

&#39; Mr. William Whit�ing: has also discussed this subject with. direct reference" to
;;the liabilities of the United States, growing out oi the late war. He� asserts the
same doct-riiie, namely :, y x .

If the private property of loyal citizens, inhabitants of loyal states, is� appropriated
by our military forces for the purpose of supplying our armies and to aid sinprosecuting V
hostilities against a. public enemy, the Government is bound to give a 1-eason,a1;1_e com-pensation therefor to the owner. , � &#39;

Again he says : � i  \ l \
When individuals are called upon to give up wh at is their own for thearlvantage of

� the eommuinit-y, justice requires that they sliouldbe fairly compensated for it 3 otherwise
public burdens would be shared unequally. l

,Again he says: . ,
. Public use does not require that the property taken shall be actually used. It may be

dfsmed, removed, or destroyed, and destruct-ion_of private property may~bc the best public»
useit can be put to. Suppese a bridge .owne(l_by a private corpoi-e.tiou to be  located"
as to endanger our forts upon the banks of a r1ver._ To demolish that bridge for militarypurposes would be to appropriate it topuhlic use. &#39; �

�n-This vieW_o:f the case is fully sustained by the opinion of the �Supreme Court
of the United States ll] thexcase of Mitchell vs. I;ia1i&#39;mony, (13 Howard, page 134.)
- This case originated out of a transaction aumg our war with Mexico. - Mitchell
&#39;-was an� o�icer of the United States_Armyin that War, and destroyed the property
&#39; of Harmony, in the Mexican province of Chihuahua. to prevent it from falling
into the possession of the enemy, and suit was brought by Harmony to 1&#39;ec&#39;over

� the value of that property. Chief Justice Ta.ne;y,~in_ delivei°iiig the opinion of
the court,.says: , 1 ,

And where the owner has done nothing to forfeit his rights, every public oiiicer is
bO1111nd to respect them, whether he �nds the property in a foreign or hostile country, or
in is own. V ,
- _ � There are, without doubt, occasions in which private property may occasionally he

� �ta.ken possession of or destroyed to prevent it from falling into the hands of the public
- enemy, and also where a. military o�icer "charged -with as particular duty may impress
private-, property into the p_ublic seryice or take it for pu�n.iic use. .Unquestiona.hly in.
such cases the Government is bound to make lull compensation to the owner.
, The same principles are enunciated in the case of Grant  �l�hei United States,

(reported In �rst Nott and II111it11igto1i&#39;s Court of (llaims Reports.) Judge fWil~�
met,� the author of the famous � Wilmot proviso,� 111 p1&#39;o11ouncing%t�he opinion in
this_ case, says: ~ , « . p a

"It may safely be assumed as the settled. and fundamental law of Christian and civil�-
�i;zed&#39;stat-es that governments are bound to make. just indemnity to the citizen or subject
Whenever private property IS taken. for the public good, com:em&#39;e72.ce, or safety. A l

y [This was a case in which Grant brought a claim against the Geo�vernmeut for
property destroyed 1n Arizonaiby the ignited States troops in J 1.1] y, l86l,, to pre-

s vent it from falling into the handsof the enemy.
. r &#39; In the syllabus of the case the following principles are laid down:

There is no discrimination to be made between property taken to be used. and prop-
;erty taken to be destroyed. _ . ~ &#39; ,

It ispno defense that the circumstances must have rendered the property valueless to
theowner if the o�lccr had not destroyed it. It is the imminence of danger that�gives &#39;

q.the_~ states. right to destroy property; l_)ut_the certainty of danger does not relieve the
. state from liability for the property which it takes to destroy.
» i e- The doctrines of law setfortli by the fore.gcing eminent Writers and learned
judges are so plain� and to the point, that it is needless for me to do more than



�A  comment. :iThe essences     .
F_*-seems; to be_j&#39;eontaine(l in the plain proposition ofrlaw, tlia.t- the lGove1~1nn.e1�; is
" bofund"to.�compensat.e its loyal citizens foryall. property taken i7;&#39;on1sth�t-i1i;�h&#39;y the

, foolishness tocontend. otherwise. i =

7

Governmenlt. or used or destroyed by the Government. in  prnrsecnjtiofii of. the
W�a�r,:*oéE&#39; which the Government received the bene�t. This is what,  con~templates. This is all We ask for. � l  &#39;   � �&#39;

DAMAGES. INFLICTED BY THE CONEEDERATESLA i gt
�,We ,;do&#39; not claim &#39; that the Government is under any obligations. to infcliemnify

"nusfor damagessustained through the act or actions of its enemies, tlroriglrrveveri
.i#n&#39;th�is&#39;e.aseethere is abundant precedent torjustifyl a claim �of  kind  �in
"the art1�cular&#39;case of West Virginia compensation o�uglit reallyftoibe ,1i1§).(1B her
for a;mages,in�icted by the enemies of the Government; for she byrl1er-adl�2er-
enee to� the Government thereby threw herself into the veryihea1&#39;tqoi,v_ffthe, confiict
and saved to th_e loyal� States many times the amount �claimed in this "hilly. ,&#39; But I
wil_�1fnot�?d_i&#39;scuss this proposition, as Westvirginia waives all right of damagoes, ao-
cruing to� her by reason "of injuries �at"the hands� of� the eiiernies otthe� (3jqo,vé�r�11-

.. ment, and simply asks that tl1e&#39;Gover�nment which she �hel13e(lvby,rneaii*s and
&#39; men to� keep in tact, shall pay for the property it took and "converted to �its own&#39; use or destroyed. = l �  � . �

p . ACCIDENTAHL _ooNsEQUnNeEs or WAR. , �z _ o it   L
Nor do we claim that losses incurred by general measures, �such as the block-

ade, the act of emancipation, the march of an army, the destruc-tion of erop,s,�- &c.,
on a �eld of battle while in the midst of con�ict, or any other accidental :cIonse-
_ uence of war, should be made good to loyal men who ha_ppcned to i.ncu_,rthe1.n.

hese are the misfortunes of war, which cannot be helped and of Whicii. at true
patriot does not complain. For the accidents of war, for the destruction which

� may be occasioned by the march. of armies, by battles, by the capture of toufns,
� by the resistance of an enemy when you are endcavoring to capture a town__,,.no

nation in the world could be �called upon justly to pay. They are like (lC§§t.1&#39;uQtiQn
by �re, by the lightning, by a �ood, &c., andarc lil«;ened&#39; in the law to thei.ae¥ts,of
God. On whomsoever theses darnages fall, whether loyal. or disloyal, _�p.e::1-50,11
Who&#39;s11iTe1&#39;s&#39; the loss must submit to his misfortune It Woulclbe the extreme of

i�THE RIGHTS OF LGYAL ClTIEENS IN IN&#39;SU"RBECTIONAB;Y&#39;"STAfTES.
I will not attempt, Mr. President, to argue the pifoposit~iorfi&#39;so  e�sseiited

and so elaborately discussed in this Chamber as� to the �1&#39;ight7 of - the�G-overnnient
a to alpproprfiate for War purposes, without compensation, the property� oi&#39;::,:?;xjjyM;_,1,1_1g�{

� a all residents of the States declared iniussurrection, regardless of ttl&#39;1.e�ir se�i�iji:ir�.é1i§s

�recommending its passage.

toward the Government; for I do not think it enters into the case l am novg: pre-
senting. Yet, while not arguing-the proposition, and while adi&#39;nittir1gtliatiifivlreii
in the midst of a great civil struggle, such as we have passed through, it is: 11(§)t

, lncut_nbe�nt upon the Government, nor is it expected of it, to pause to inquire: who
_ Wereits friends and who its enemies. I hold that a loyal, czz/:z.ze;n of �t�Vt7&#39;,qi7?aig,_�2:�{o;;t-
isiana, (Er any other insurrectionargz State, was as much ¬72ti7,�.Z¬d }toj;I97&#39;j0.t,eci2fio,2z: Qif..1_fzgfe
and property, and to be colmperzsated for ;:.27&#39;ope2&#39;2�_rz/, taken or ap];2&#39;op2*:irgte{Z  f,_�Le.;>Goy-
crnment,» as a citizen of New Y 0721:, Mrzssaclmsetts, or any ozf/fie?� I\�o7*t/terry-a�tate.
_ In this connection. I desire now to call� he attention of Se_nato.rs"_to,a.ease.re-

portedupon at the second session of the Fort.y�secon d Congress by fhe~C0-n&#39;in;i_tteo on
�Claims, of which I had the honor to be a member, and I desire. especiallyl.-o g§l.i,rcet
attention to �letter and indorsement of then General. but nor; I?residen.ttGrant,
�led with the papers in the case. The case was as liollows : James C£;1}}}�(;,}j(}_L}.§,5jaS
the owner of a lot of ground, containing about forty acres, loca_te�(l,in the iSi�l.l),l;i,1&#39;bs
of Cl}at.tallO0g&L, Tennessee, on Vvhich was a dwelling used as a fznnil y 1&#39;e,si¬ieiicc.
When the Union armies, �under command of Major-General W. S. I§oseic1r:~11�1s,��e.n.te1*e gl
that *city.; this property was taken possession of by them and used; for a1;fm,y.pur-
poses. Forti�cations were erected on the land, the timber on the land cm: oil�
and used for fuel, and the out-lrouses and fenciiag destroyed. The committee
found that thie claimants, Mr. and Mrs. CaaIne1*on,-wve1&#39;e loyal, andih�a(l�hee�3�i�il;nn-
ag,e,d to the amount of $10,000, and report;e d a bill for the }:»ayrnen.tt ofitvilia i}�c*1i*5&#39;il1�I¬)-llilliil,

, Tlie bill afterward passed tl�ie~Se1�iate.&#39; *�l?�hé�let&#39;fer
ax1di.ndorseme11t of General Grant were as folllows :7  . it  � » i i i
� * [Let-tier.) *- i -

HEADQUARTERS Anmrrsiiorr THE Unrrnb S&#39;r�A&#39;1&#39;~2é:-5, . &#39;9-
i - l \« . , 1 v City Point, l"i1=gim§a§-August: 9�,-1864.
Mrannan MABAM; �Xour letter of the 8th or only was dulyrgaceived, but not so



rs
promptly answered. �I know yours to be a case where prompt payment should wbe�made,

 and am willing to so indorse �y0"�l:ir&#39;(9_l�a-1&#39;11}. I believe your property �&#39;t"U�llaW§Yr�6�G§§"3�ha8
been appraised by a board of o�icers. If so, send. me the p!1�O;ceedi=ngs,of.»tl£1e hoavrdeancl
I will make my indorsement and return. them to� you. If you have no such evid once of
the claim inform me, and I will order a board to assess it, and will indorse the p1;oce,ed-11128. This will be the first step toward a collection. � &#39; � l i v . °    *�-�i

M:-s.iCAmmo1v. � -&#39; l , . A , » . .
7 - [Indorsement.] HEADQUA areas ARMIES on THE UNITED Sruvrns,

� � "� 1 � i Oity Point, "Vi9:gim&#39;a, October 25,1864.
, I know the property within described and the parties owning it well. , Mr. Qameron
and his wife have been un�inching friends of the Government from the lieginning,oij,o11r
troubles to the present day. There are no more thoroirglily loyal people "anywhere in
the North, and they are entitled to protection and pay for their property converted: toGovernment use. What is now known as Fort «Cameron, Qliattanooga, was the grivate
property, of Mr. Cameron. From its elevated and commanding position. it l1a_ ,to,,be

r taken and fortified. By this means the entire properyty�with improvements, has been.
entirely. destroyed for private use. I would recommend that the property be purchased,
at a fair valuation, for Government use. , , , . . . U,  GRANT. .Gene7&#39;.�aZ. «..

It Will be noticed that in this case the property was located in a State
as one ofthe insurrectionary States, and that General Grant indorsed the claimias
ajustone and recommended its payment. . ~

This fully commits the President to the payment to_lo.yal_ persons. foripropenty
taken or damaged by United States troops in insurrecticnary States, and the; act
for the relief of the Kentucky, University and many other� sirnilar acts, signed by
the President, fully commit-him to such p_ayrnent to persons in States not~in rc-
bellion. &#39; � , . � _ S , z ,

But the question of damages to loyal persons in insurrectionary; States has
nothing to do with the claim of West Virginia. The loyalty of our». section of
country wasrecognized and a.cknoWled,9:ed by the General Government in the
early part of the War, even while our State was a part of the State of Virginia;

I do not understand that the late War was W&#39;aged"against States, as States .,in
A their sovereign capacity, but against such of the inhabitants only as. were ina state
of insurrection, resisting the laws. Itis a historical fact that all through. the War
a.~dist,inction was preserved in the ]e,9:islatio.n of Congress and the proclainations
of the President between the loyal and disloyal inhabitants of the States and? parts� �

� Iof States in rebellion. V L
Lorin: or wnsr VIRGINIA nncoemznn BY THE GOVERNMENT DURING ran AER.

As to our own section of country, I will cite extracts from ;som�e=-ofi the procl.a~ �
tions of President Lincoln in regard to, the States in insurrection. In &#39;l1isepi#ocl.a.=~

ggnation of August 16, 1861, he says: .   - y l &#39; -V -
S 4&#39; .. In pursuance of an act of Congress, approved July 13,1861, I do hereby.decl�aro the

/ aigxhabvltants of the said States of Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia, North .uarolina., Ten»
&#39;�&#39;nes�see, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Florida, excep_t�-
 here I ask the special attention of the &#39;Senate�-
ffe�icept:vthe,�:inl1abirants 1&#39; that part of the State of�Virgi.nia [the Stateof West Virginia
�~�Was ~not:formed until 863] lying west of the Alleghany Mounta.ins, and of such other
;_partg_a:of:that:Sta.te and the other States hereinbefore named as may maintain a loyal,
adhesion. to1the~.Union and the Constitution, or may be from time to time occupied and
4 .icon_trolled by theuforces of the United States engaged in the dispersion of the insurgents,
rar:;efin;a�stat\e: of insurrection against the United States, See. _ .. _
����"�President� Llllcolll also, in a proclamation dated July 1, 1862, in pursuance of
a11jact�oioQ�oi;1gress .passed June 7, 1862, in which it was made the dutyioi the Pres-

P *�i�d�e�1�1�tjto_, declare, on 61&#39;&#39;, beiore the lst day of July then next following, in what
§*St"ai$9ST3nC1�.P9»FtS� of &#39;Statefin,s11rrection existed, expressly excepted the countiesQéilflp��iilgiW¬$t",Vir¢iilia.�   p b 3 A &#39; &#39; , V , . S
_&#39;  ,�=_I1,SQ&#39;.i_I1 3iP,ifQCf;1,lflal$i§lI1ilSSL1¬d April 20, 1863. revoking certain exceptions
 ill  30, ;m¢_i? :pl�Qc1ainatib1i,� expressly exceptedthe counties. 0f.Vir;_J;i.11ia, desig-
.&#39;I1a�tieid as Wsst�.Yirsi�ia�.�[..   _  *    .   /   v
 "you �willseel�hat ltli,e.�.Pf1&#39;:é».Scid_<§n=t {Di the United States, in every proclamation
"Off i&#39;1S13111&#39;1�.&#39;9�9l5i¥)&#39;1.ie&#39;_.�,C�=E,I&#39;»I&#39;;§/�,§fi1_1*»� tare. ah distinction in favor of the ,State of West

S 57, f  , u S ., ,k . 1&#39; y _ _.PROMIsE.SMAnn To some PEOPLE.  7 P .
 ...�:Prcsidént LincoIn,,.&#39;,in his .p1:o�clam_ation* or liprii 15, 1861, appealed to all loyal
,citize,,n;s,r Imllereverrsitiiatedg �to¬lenil their aid inirnxa-i&#39;ntaini.ng&#39; the honor, integrity.�
*3,-�11EeX18t;¬I1ce:0f313he¬jU71&#39;ll01ls*�-9HKEVd¬§(}la§l9¬d3&#39;thiltf�lIl§lUll8;G��OI�lJ to re-establish its�si1- &#39;
premacy the utmost care._Wou1«i*rbéebserved: ~�to avoiidiéinjf �devastati*on, any destruc-
tion of or Interference with property; or rainy disttirbance of peaceable citizens in
any p,a1;t_,_01athe:=country.«,i-s�1l:nsalooked:*as iiit .w:a.s the intention of the Government
�°�P�°�e��3�.195T�,l"i i%r9I?¬�¥�3i: :~�1)�l;?>Il.)&#39;a&#39;ft,.t-�elr Withers. heated-ili-&#39;.~.l\}.l -.-s;3_l-«E
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es �Commander-in�chiei of ourararneies issued, E.� instruc-
for the goV.¬1&#39;111I1ent,.ofgtfge�rriiies or the�Unitedl States in the �el_d,�? f�ifoin

ich I �q&#39;L1ote&#39;three sections : . A
&#39; 34. As a general rule, the fp1;operty,belong�ing to churches, to lios,pitals,,or other ee-

tabflishments of anvexclnsively charitable character, to es.tabl&#39;ishmen:tfs of education, or
&#39; fouxid ations forthe promotion of knowledge. whether public schools, universities, gaca-d -�-
emies, of learning, or observatories, museums of the �ne arts, or of a scienti�c char-
acter�i�such propertyis not to be considered public property in the sense of paragraph 31 ,

(This; paragraph, (31,) recites Whata victorious army mayaappropriatte in time
of War:) � � _

37,. The United ,élta1:es. acknowledge and protect in hostile countries occupiedybythem
�rel1�i_g*ion� and �morality; strictly� private property; the persons of the inl1abitants,_espe-
Aciallygthoine of women; and the sacredness of domestic relations. Oifences to the con-
tr_ga.ty sliallbe rigorousls&#39;r punished. . y , ,�1,  Private property,.unless forfeited by crimes or byo�ences of the owner, can be
sei�écl only by Way of mxllitary necessity, for the support or other bene�t of the9Army
of the United States. If the owner has not �ed, the commanding o�icer will cause re-
ceipts to be given, whieh may serve the spoliated owner to obtain indemnity.

These rules, it Will be seen, are applicable to the country of an enemy ; how
» uchv more so then, to the countryof a friendly subject? 1 If an �enemy isfentitled

�toisuch .consi.deration, Vvhysshould not aloyal man expect to be protected. in his

~�%G~eneral George B-. �McClellan, Whenhe centered Westerii Virginia in May, 1861,
at�-the beginniiig" of the War, issued a proclamation and address �V* to the Union
men of Western Virginia,� "dated May 26, 1861, from which I take some brief"eX~

tracts. to show the speci�c promises made by the� Government to ourpeople : .
� You have now�shown,tunder�tl1e most adverse,circumstances, that the greatinass of

lthé people of �Western Virginia are t1 ue and loyal to that bene�cent Grovernmentunderwhich we and our fathers have lived so long. * c * t * c I have ordered troopsto cross
t_l:\e ()h.io&#39;River. � They come as your friends and brothers, as enemies only to the armed.
rebels who are preylng&#39; upon you. Your homes, your families, and your property are
safe under our protection. ~ � ., _
� «  ain,~in a proclarnjation and 1� address �to the inhabitants of Western Vir-
»»gi�nia,7� dated June 23, 1861, among other th.ir1gs he said 1: ~ . �

to save, not to upturn.

- ~< The� proclamation issued �by me under date of May 26,1861, (referring to the aboire
proclamation,) will be strictly maintained. Your houses, families, property, and all
your rights will be religiously respected. We are enemies to none but armed. rebels and
those voluntarily givingtl1em_aid.
&#39;, ,He also issued, an order to his soldiers dated&#39;Gratton, Virgi1.iia, June 25, 1861,

in wliich he said :  V . , V y , _
�Bear in mind that you are in the country of friends, not of enemies; that you are

liereto protect, not to destroy. * * * Rernember that I have pledged my Word to the�people of ,"Western Virginia that their rights m_perso_n and property shall be respectetl.
waslc every-one of you to make good this promisein its� broadest sense. We come here

The Government has committed itself in this matter, and itis �a late day now
to say. �Well, We thought it necessary and Wise, in order to establish our su-
premacy, to assure those of you in the border and Southern States whoyremained

,«,;lcya1., especially those of you who acted as the breast�worl;s. as it were, of the
,.l\l&#39;ort_hern States; that you should be protected in your liberties and propertvy;
but now that the war has been waged, and we have come out of �the conflict vic-
torious, We choose toignore your suii&#39;er1ngs, your loyalty, your services, your
sacrifices; We choose to :Eorgetour manifold promises of protection and redress.
It was all very Well when the Union was in danger, when the fate of the nation
was atrem�blir1g� in the balance; but now that the affair has been tlecid.ed,�what
matte1&#39;s~,to us what you have suffered or sacri�ced; what matters to uswhether
�you gave your all to help save us? 1 You can be of no further use to �us ; therefore�
we ignore and tliselairn yon, -�What matter to us that, for the sake of your devo-
tion, _you braved insolence, outrage, and ypersecutiong What matters that youten-t
durcd� con�scation, icouiiagration, exile, and often death? is this the 1101103,?� that
will make this nation the shining light in the galaxy� of nations that its founders
intenrled it should. .be.?� I think not. _

  i &#39; 1 How 7THE�lIl0Y.AL1ST&#39;S or run szm~H~ surrueznn.
Thetmissionoi war is to kill, capture, and ldestroyg It «aims to in�ict upon

.t.he�»enen1y:.the greatest amount of mischief possible, To do this it ssometimes
becomes necessary to ruthlessly destroy the property of friend and ice alike, as
in the memorable march of General Sheridan �through the valleyoflthe Shenan-
. doab in 1864, and the march of General Sherman to the sea-coast. � y � , 1

As&#39;lan»apt�illustration �of A. the manner in wliichl the loyal people of the; border
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had to suffer, *1 will refer toltheT raid  vai1�e5{dftiiejtSheiia,ii£i6Eiii;.?Iii,ring
the fall of 1864. General Sheridan, in his etter to General Grant,� dated �Wood-
stock, Virginia, October 7, 1864,� says: V y � V V V ,

On moving back to this point, the Whole country, from the Blue B:i§�lg__e&#39; to t1;ie7North
Mountain, has been made untenable for a rebel army. I have destroyed ,Ov(;_1{.1;W�();t&#39;hpu5&#39;.
and barns �.l1.ed with wheat and hay and farming ii�np&#39;lements; over syevent-ye mills �fded
«.,vi�, �«.(;111&#39; and wheat; have driven in front of the �Army over four tliousand iieaa of
stock, and have killed and issued to the troops not less� tlian three tllO1�I9Rll(l._Sll6ep.
This destruction embraces the Luray Valley and Little Fort Valley, as well as the main
valley. A large number of horses have been obtained, a.. proper, estimate of which I
cannotenow make.

The historian tells us that �whatever of grain and forage had escaped appro-�
priation or _destruction by one or another of the armies which had so freque~&#39;ntly
chased each other up and down this fertile, and �pi-oductive valley was now given
to the torch. Someof it was the property of men who-� not only adhered to the
Union but were �ghting to uphold it.� _ -

JUSTICE or arm
The losses of private property on the part of �citizens i�.aithfu�1 to the Govern-

ment-, and of which the Government has received the bene�t, ought to beborne,
as the expense of raising and supporting armies is borne, not by the few Who are -
forced by the fortiines of war temporarily.to sustain them, but by the Whole
people. Certainly no one will deny that it is the spirit and intent of the organic
law of the land that the burdens of Governmentshall be borne alike by the Whole
people, and that its bene�ts shall be sliaredaleike by all who bear it true allegiance.

lcannot see wherein the forcible taking of property from a� loyal man in a
border State, at a time when the necessities of the Army demanded it, differs
irom the peaceable taking of the property of a man in a Northern State, in so far
as compensation is concerned. Iftbe �supplies had not been taken from the
country through which the troops were passing they would have to have been
purchased. elsewhere, because an army cannot� be maintained without means of
transportation, food and shelter for thc�men, forage for the horses, &;c. �If pm-..,
chased, most undoubtedly vouchers� would have been given and payment made.
If not purchased, it not on hand in the commissary or qiiartermaster department
at the time needed, they would have to be procured from the surro�undiii�g couiitiry,
The only difference, if any exists, is that in one case there� is an express promise
to pay, and in the other case the promise is-implied in the-tfaking. I �take it our
Government does not claim to be :1, fi&#39;eebooter,.. and the obligation to pay is as

�binding in honor and law in one case as the other.
_ But the question may be asked, whereare your vouchers? Did not th_e&#39;Uni.t.ed

States o�icers give the loyal parties from whom they took this property something
to show for it, some paper or voucher by which they could prove their claims when
they came to receive payment? No; in most cases they did not. In the nature
of the case the emergencies of the Army often forbade the delay of a formal re-
quisition, while they equally necessitated an immediate supply of its wants. ~And
frequently, when supplies had been formally taken. the sudden movement of the
.Ariny prevented the execution of proper vouchers. The needs of: a large armyin
active movement brooked no delay. On a forced march the cavalry, for instance,
could not aii&#39;ord to wait until fresh horses could be regularly bought or impressed,
or proper receipts given. And property was often taken when there was no one
present authorized to give a voucher. &#39;

The value of such private prope�y iappropriatcd, used, or- rlestrog/ed by - the Gov-
crnmem�, and of wizic/L, the whole country �received the benefit. is as much a part of tits
public debt as  it were .a.��ve-twenty or se&#39;m:12-zfhirty bond of the Umfed V States, and
the obl�i.gatéon �L8 as bmdmg, morally and le_ga.l£y, to pay it. A proposition to repu-
diate the national debt would be scorned by this nation, and, in my opinion, -the
national honor would in the end suffer jiistas much, if the just war claims of loyal
people are repudiated.� : .

It is to be remembered, sir, that the citizens of our Stat-B�COIli3I�lbl1te(l of their
money, in the shape of taxes and otherwise, for the support of the Government
in the prosecution of the war; they were subject to draft and to do military duty,
as were the citizens of the Northern States, and in all respects occupied the same
position toward the Government as did the citizens of New York or Massachusetts.
Why, tlien, should they be discriminated against? ~ » n

It is simply preposterous to say that there is any jiistice in refusing to pay a
G loyal Inanin the 5011111 for his property delib-erately taken by the Government,
where,� under the same circumstances, we would "pay a; man living in the North,
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raising� the question ,of*&#39;lo,yalty� or &#39;disloya1t~y, or his property. » For my
 Is i�c*an1m,t stibscribetoi any so ch �doctrine. &#39;�

l  &#39;l�hc*�GoVcrnn1�,cn�t,"initsrelations-Alto the �people, may bic&#39;li»kcned to a parent in
his relation to a� child. It is as much-the duty of the Go"cern7nentto see that the
people who recognize its authority and give it their allegiance are protected in �ltfe,
li°be*}&#39;t§},&#39; and� propertjz/,�. as it isthc �duty&#39; of a parent to _prom&#39;o�e, for and protect a� tin.

ltifuil� �child. No government can expect to maintain its sway vnllthe-hearts of the peo-
ple� �_u-nlcss it exercises a watchful and fostering care over them. And no Gove7;7&#39;i_
ment can exptect its people to do justice toward it, unless it metes out equal and exact
justice to its people. , _ . . o x

&#39;This�is a� just claim, a legal claim, a moral claim against the Govcrnincnt of
rlthc:�United States for property it has taken, and the obligation to pay this and
similar claims is as strong and binding as the obligation to redeem tl1e,Goycrn-
men=t�s promises to pay, or an individual�s. It is-�no answer to the justice of the
claim to say that the Government cannot a�ord to pay. i The Government ought
only to inquire. if the claim be. just and right, and if so, to allow it, and provide
the means of payment; and ifithe means are not at band now, let it be. acknowl-
edged now and paid when means are at hand.

, Pnnonnnmis.   , o ,
i, As to precedents, they could be cited in abundance, and to sustaina much.

=wea1ker claim than the one I am now presenting. As my remarks will he more
. protracted than I intended, I cite but a few. &#39;

_It is a well-settled principle in law and justice that apart of a cargoof a oes-
l sells thrown overboard or destroyed, to save the balance, the entire cargo must pay

, tain the same property would have been burned if not destroyed.

the loss, � Again,  (luring a�rre tn a city or town, a house or houses are blown up
or in any way destroyed, believing this might� save other property, by stopping the
�re, thefcity or town, must pay for the house or property destroyed, though it is cert-=

, Congress�, in 1816, passed �an act to authorize. the payment for propcrt3-7 lost, cap.
tnr�cd, or destroyed by the enemy, �while in the militaiy service of rho United VSta.t-es, and
for other purposes.� (�Statutes at Large,»volumc 3, page 26!,)in_ wh i_cl1 it was provided
(�section 5) ��tllat where any p1&#39;opert~y_.has haen impressed or taken by public autllority
for the use or subsistence of the Army, during the late war, and the same shall have
�hcenldclstro_yed._ lost, or consumed, the owner of such property shall he paid the Value
thereof, (le(ill1�Ciln;-2� ti1eref1&#39;om the amount which 1&#39;1-ad been paid or may be claimed for the
use £_t_nd- rislo for the same, while in the service aforesaid.� . � i

But the � prz&#39;_nc&#39;iple�I , am contenvrling for was recognizecl long before the ripassage of
this act. On the 13th day of April, l792,�an act was passed g"i&#39;a.nfing com pcnsa-
.tion~t-o thcptrustces of the public ~grammar school and academy of Wilmington,
Delaware. for the use and occupation of the said school, and damages done to the
same by the troops of the Unite_d,Statcs during the revolutionary �war. (statiites,
volume 6, page 8.�) &#39; � � i < f _ _
, , An act was passed on the 16th of April, 1800, for the relief of Rhoda Island
-College, for injuries done to and compensation for the occupation of the edi�ce
of said college, from the 10th of December, 1776, to the l0t.h&#39;of April, 1780, by
thcvtroops of the United States, and from the 20th of June, 1780, tothe� 20th of
May, 1782, by the troops of France, co-operating in the �defense or the United
States ;» in the first instance as a barracks, in thesccond as a military hospital.
(Statutes, volume 6, page 40.) \

~�l�he�rclicf grantccl in this act Was recommended by Alexander Hamilton, then
Secretary of tl1c�1�rcasury, who, in his report tlicreon,-� dated January 31, 1795, said 5, , .

is the. opinion of the Secretary, as expressed on former occasions, that in this an d
all similar cases affecting the inter-estsof literature, indenini�cation and compensation.
ought tobc made. (fjlaims, page 198.) . l  ,

March 1, 18,15, an act was passed to compensate William H. Washington for the
value of 3,» house, situated near the West end of the Potomac bridge,� which Was�
used as a depot for public stores, and was destroyed by order of a United States
ot�opnto pr�cven_t the stores falling into the �hands of the British during the War
of 1812,. 1(Statutcs,,Volumc.6,.page 151; Claims, page 446.) _, . ,

/April 26, 1816, an act was passed to audit and settle the claim of the supervi-
sors of the county of Clinton, New York, for the destruction of the com-tr�l1ous*c
of said county by order of a Federal o�iccr; (Statutes, volume 6. prigfcs 164,� 165.)

°April 7, 1030, an act waspasscdappropriatiug money to pay.Hubért La Croix,
of the (then) Territory of Michigan, for the dcstructionof his dwcl1ing�housc by
the� British and Indians while in the military occupation of the United� States.
(Statutes, volume 6, page 412.) « &#39; v � l



March 2, -.1833. an act was passed to compensate the heirs of Thomas Fretb-
ngham, deceased, for certain buildings in Charlestown, Massachusetts, which
were burned during the revalutionary War, by order of General Putnam. The
buildings were burned to prevent their being used as a shelter by the British
troops. _(Statutes, volume 6, page 547.) , i T _ 0 ,

July 2, 1836, an act was passed to remunerate the heirs of Nathaniel Canada
for burning of a� toll�house and bridge across the Niantic river, in Connecticut, in
1814, by the British,W.hile they were occupied by the troops of the United States.
(Statutes, volume 6, page 669.) , _ &#39; 7

April 20, 1888, an act was passed appropriating $3,000 to Calvert county, Mary-
land, to indemnify her for the destruction. of her court-house by the British in
the war of 1812, while the same was in the occupancy of the United States.
(Statutes, volume 6, page 7lJ.) -

In June, 1872, an act was passed allowing Joseph Segar $15,000, the balance,
due him after deducting What he had heretofore received for the use and occupa-
tion of his farm in. Elizabeth county, Virginia, by the Army of the United.
States during the late rebellion. (Statutes, volume 17, page 670.) � &#39;

in Januar , 1873, Congress passed :a. law authorizing the Secretary of the
Treasury to pay the heirs of John Minor Botts the sum of $1,990.16, in full of
balance for injuries done or committed by the troops of the United States to the
land of John Minor Botts, deceased, the timber, fences, and other �xtures thereon.
Mr. Botts had been paid $14,870 68&#39; June 1, 1865, by the Quartermaster�s Depart-
ment. (Statutes, volume 17, page 7 9.) -1 .

And so I might go on until I both Wearied myself and exhausted the patience
of the Senate. The cases resulting from the late War and acted on from time
to time by this body and the House of Representatives are fresh enough, doubt-
less, in the mind. of every Senator present, and it Would be but an unnecessary
waste of time for me to enumerate them. I believe» these acts to� have been
right in principle and sanctioned by law, and commend Congress for their pas-
sage. While I believe our bill is strong. enough in its own merits to insure its ,

. passage, yet I cite these precedents to shoW"th�at I am contending for no new
principle, but for an old established one, such a one as it has been the uniform
practice of this Government to conform� to from time immemorial. It will be
noticed that most of the cases cited are similar to the class of cases for which
compensation is claimed in the bill. a ,

Let us glance for a moment at What has been done by some other nations to-
wards compensating those who befriended them in their Wars, and then I will
have done with this branch of the subject.

During the War of the Revolution the tories, as they-� were commonly called.
or the adherents of the British Crown,� suffered at the hands of the Continental
Army. Some were driven from their homes and their estates con�scated. The
war terniiiiated in favor of the Americans. The injured tories appealed to Par-
liament for compensation�. The result of theirappeal is thus told by Sabine, in
his American Loyalists, (page 111 :)

The amount of losses according to.the schedules rendered, was £8,026,045, of which the
sum of £3,292,453 was allowed. From this sum the deductions which have been mentioned
(made from claims exceeding £10,000) were about £180,000 ; leaving for distribution,
nearly �fteen and a half millions of dol_lars. The Loyalisls then were well cared
for, * * * * Besides the allowance of�fteen and a. halfmillions of dollars in money,
numbers received considerable_annuities, half -pay as military o�icers, large grants of
land, and shared with other subjects in the patronage of the Croyvn. .

It Will be noted that this relief was granted, not :property of which their
own gOV¬I&#39;1lmel1iJ had despoiled them, but for property which had been taken
from them or destroyed by our troopsand people. i - 8

Even France. although almost impoverished at the close of the Franco�Prus-
sian war, made provision� for such of her subjects as hail been injured. VVe quote
from a learned ahd distinguished jurist, a member of this body, Judge HOWE,
who as the then chairman of the Committee on Claims of the Senate, in Feb-
ruary, 1873, submitted an able and exhaustive report�one that in my opinion
is unanswei-able��reviewiiig the objections of President Grant to the act passed
for the relief of J. Milton Best.

Judge HOWE in his report says :
s In September, 1871, irnmediately upon the close of the Franco-German war,lFra&#39;.&#39;ice, 0

although defeated and subjected to t-1ie»_payment of a _�ue of A 3,000,000,004 of francs to her
conquerors, did not"as�K to avoid the obligation of making compensation to her despoiled
subjects. Accordingly the National Assembly provided not only for the payment of all

rivate_d-aniagesin�icied by the French authorit&#39;ies, but also provided for the repay-
&#39; ant 01 all exactions made upon French. subjects in thename of taxes by the German



Gomin�1� of Claims,

authorities. The same decree appropriated 100,000,600 of francs, to be placed at once in
the hands of the ministers of the interior and of �nance, to be apportioned between the
most necessitous victims of the war,and appropriated a further sum of 6.000,000 of francs, �

0 . tobe distributed by the same ministers anion , those who suffered the most in the opera.-
_ tions attending the attackimade by the Frenc armyto gain entrance into Paris.

. AMOUNT or THESE WAR CLAIMS.� 1 i 1 .
&#39;Some_say that the recognition or such a claim as this and similar claims Will

open the �ood-gates of the "I�rea.snry. and that the nation will be bankrupted.
When a war claim is presented, they put� on their magnifying glasses, and con-
jure. up similar claimsto the amount of hundreds of millions of dollars. I do
not think, Irom my observation and research into this matter, that the amount or
these claimsvvill be so enormously large. I think when We talk about thousands
of millions and an in�nite� draft on the� Treasury, we are talking at random.
But evenadrnitting the truth of the assertion, I still hold that the justice of my posi-
tion is not :.tfi&#39;ected by it. While I favor economy in all directions and in all mat-
ters pertaining to disbursements from the public treasury; whi1e.I favor an tmpar-.
tiahznd rigid examination imfo every claim, of whatever nature, presented against
the Government, get I am not oneqf those who W contend that we are to refuse to do:
justice because &#39;1..I."l�«�il=1)0l�t7¬8it/7,6 expenditure of money. . _ x .

,I believe, however. that $25,000,000 will cover, and more than cover, every lee
gitiniate claim, from alllsources, for property taken or used by the Federal Army
belonging to loyal citizens and appropriated for the use of the Army, or used or
destroyed forthe bene�t of the Government, especially after the close scrutiny
to which this class of claims is subjected. And I think, if I have the attention of
Senators, I can -demonstrate that I have overstated the amount. I have prepared,
in tabular form, a statement showing all claims now pending. and the amount of
them, as Well as the number of claims acted� on and� their amount. The �gures
are as follows : - &#39;

l�<5�  *5 _ 53 &#39;3-6 noI 5;; arc; , Amount. 3 ea Amount. :3 3 Amount" ,3-Q, Amount.
2.5 jg _ .22 E .2: o E� 5
S 53 :2 8.. S3. 8

1 =2; 33 P P 5�Z 23 A Ai.
Commissary Gen�l. 6, 096 $3,312,757 68 1, 406 $317,448 54 4,443 32,682,644 18 947 $190, 527 44
Quar. Gen�l (up to &#39;close ofv�scal y�r,) 31, 126 � 921,319,180 032 6, 257 2,741,961 67 13, 5522 9,048,044 57 11, 347 �7, 822, 829 55
Quar. Gren�l (since . " 1
beginning of �scalcam. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 000 700,000 00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . . . . . .1. . . .. . . 1, 000 700, 000 00

(Southern .4 Jlaims &#39;Commission] .... . . 2&#39;2, 298 60.25.13.150 44 5, 254 1,794,580 55 . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... ... 17, 044 50, 033, 764 1&#39;21
Senate U. States... J04 3,500,000 00    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 104 3,500,000 00
House of Reps.... 500 .i6,300,000 00 ...... ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . ..�. . . . . . .... 500 16,300,600 00
Yetto be presented ...... .. l0.000,000 00 ....&#39;.» . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .............. .....s 10,000,000 00�

Totals .. . ;  61, 124 115,390,080 14 12, 917 4,853,990 76 17, 965 11,730,088 75 30, 2452, 68, 547, 121 11
The �gures given in the above table are official, as far as the reports of the

Commissary�(}eneral&#39;, Quartermaster�Greneral, and southern claims commission
are concerned, with the exception of the amount �led in the Quarterrnaste�s De-
partrnent since the �beginning of the �scal year. 7The Quartermaster-General esti-
mates the number of claims received since the beginning of the�scal year at one
thousand, but does not give the amount of them. I have estimated the amount
bytaking the claims �heretofore presented in that department as the basis. The
amount of claims peridingg in the Senate, and House of Representatives have
been prepared by the»c�l&#39;erl<s of the Claims Committees, and have been estimated
as wellas they could be from the data at command, and I have no doubt are

I very nearly correct. I have also allowed $10,000,000 for claims yet to come in,
and {think that is a fullestimate, for it must be remembered that it is now some

a years since the acts were passed allowing these claims to be presented.
it will be seen by reference to totals iii the report, that 30,882 cases have been

acted upon, -leaving about one-ha-let (80,212) yet to be-acted upon. The amount of
the/cases acted upon was $27,033,49-l.~l7, and of this amou�nt�$4,853,990.76 have
been »ailo;Wed; a little less than onea�fth. Of the $88.547,l�21.11 yet remaining to
be acted upon, it is fair. to rem trk: First, that of the 11,347 claims pending up _
to the close of the present �scal year in the Quartermaster-General�s Department,
General Heigs says � about 1 three-fourths of them have been "suspended for Want
cf adlitional.� evidence, (which, in the majority of� cases, is tantamount to rejec-
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tion,) which may or may not hereafter be_furnished.� This would reduce the
amount remaining to be acted on in his of�ceto $1,955,707.39. Se,cond,&#39;of the
claims pending in the House of _Representatives�-,~$5,000,000 are for -property taken,,
«)ccL1pied.,,,,and destroyed by the United States as a military� iiecessityin the son, V.
called Confederate �States, and I am creclibly informed that the major part of this
amountis claimed by those who acted with the confede-racy, one claimvalone,, of
that character, bei11gfor&#39;$l,O00,000. Als0,;$2,000,000 of those claims� are for the ,
use of railroads and damages to the same, which are not allowed by .the Paws now�
in force. This would reduce the amount of claims now pending. in all quarters
and yet to be presented, as estimated, to som $75,000,00 . 0 i i � &#39; i �

And just here Iwouldlike to direct the. attention of the Senate to a letter
from the Secretary of the Treasury to Hon. JAMES Gr.�B_LAINE, Speaker of the i_
House, datedy Februar 18, 1874," (Executive Document__No. 146,) from which it
will be seen that-\� 0 � T . T
The amount covered into the Treasury of the United States fromihe sale of &#39; .

captured and abandoned property duringtlie war, has been ............. . . $20,910,657 44 r
Of this there has been expended in payments to claimants and costs......... . . 6,5()0,�227 27

� Leaving inthe Treasury ....  .....................    14,410,429" 17
There has been allowedby the Courtoi Claims something over $1,000,000,

which has not yet been paid, which comes out of this amount. .
Now, taking the proportion of claims allowed to the amount claimed, and We

have about one-�fth. Applying� thissame proportion to the �amount yet pend-
ing---some $75,000,000��i-and we �nd we have some $15,000,000, which is but little _
more than the amount in the Treasury resulting from the sale of captured and
pahandoned property in the.Southern States; �But even allowing the Whole amount� �
of claims yet pending to be such as can properly be considered, and applying the
_proportion as before, We find we will probably have to pay but some $17,�? 0 ,000
in round numbers, which is far below the estimate of $25,000,000,�a11d to meet
which there are nearly $14,000,000 now in the treasury belonging to that fund.
So, if there is any reliance to be placed in �gures, and -it is said " �gures never
lie,� the fair inference is that $20,000,000 will more than pay every legitimate and
proper claim of this natureagainst the Government, and surely this is -not an
�amount su�dcient to deter a �government from doing what is just and righttoward
its people.� - V  -

Most of the above claims can be considered. under present laws by the southern!_&#39;  &#39;
claims commission, the Quartermaster-General and the Commissary-General. It
is estimated that to the present tune not more than �ten millions has been claimed
by loyai citizens or States for property taken or destroyed by United States troops �
or agents. &#39; Apply the rule and basis heretofore acted upon, three orfour millions". . ~
will pay all such claims. , _  S ,

Some say the Government cannot a_f0�r(i�it; What an answer that to make to.
a man who has su�erecl and lost at the. hands of the Government he was endeav-
oring to maintain and uphold I VVhat an answer to make to a man who asks, not . I» r
pay for the spoliations of the� enemy ; noticompensation for losses incidentto the

- war, but indemni�cation simplyefor What his "own Government has �approlp"ri.a&#39;ted
or destroyed. Sir, no nation can afford to be unjust, least of all ours; &#39;_ This Gov-" �
rnment wants the respect and good will of its own citizens as well as �a good �
credit abroad. The War is over; the elfects of thewar almost cbliteratecl; indus�-"

. try has resumed itsrpursuits, and the whole country seems to be advancing to a?
high state of prosperity. Is it not time to look into theseimatters Ihave so feebly � ,
�attempted to describe? &#39;We have Waited long and patiently. Is it not time to�
give us our reward? , : A

I DUTY or THE GOVERNMENT �-IN THE PREMISES.
The duty of this Government is to protect, and it owes. ._protection where it i

exacts allegiance. The fundamental basisof all republican governments isthe.
mutual compact between individuals and the people in� a collective capacity,
represented by the government. a « � .

While it is true that the citizen owes allegiance to. the government of "which" a
he is the subject, the converse of the proposition is equally true, thatithe ~gov.ern- i -
rnent,.owes protection to the subject. This. common unity of. interest, these-
nnutual and reciprocal obligations, are what constitute and cement the Union of
States. Break this strong _chain that binds the go.verned.and the governor to�-
gether, and the name of government �becomes a mockery, a nonentityr You
mightas well attempt to run� an engine without a driving-wi,1eel as to»at�teinpt tel
run a government without this reciprocity of interest. And,�on the other hand,

I 
     
     3.



theidrirlng-Whee1 Without the F�. .vern91&#39; �� Would. s<>�0n,p1.a5&#39; sad havocgandvde-S
struétioh�vith the mdchillervottt lei..e11e*ine- .A g°Y9.�1ment.1withoUW» people

i ackti6i�§e.d§iIiv§7:théi.re11egiai1<>e.a11dclaiming itsiprotection» is nothing. and a 1260-.
P1oo�?:*v*rithQi1�t;i.aegldverllmellt{E0 protect .them  and exact their allegiance amount to

Eac ."�dfepends;up0_11 thepolther forpevxistence and pe1-pe1:uity. ,

I just,_15ahq..t� iii equitable, and,.w/mt ipslbecomingpour Christian lcioilizatéon. I/Vhile we
¢7�i�~ftlréf,_c�t23ftodiéz*t2;&#39;s�f of the lndtiionalhtriedsurc, we ,a7&#39;-e also the guardians of the national

S 7*�Wh7Ile�we are _fbo�1;_md� to protect the Treasury from the payment of illegal
cldiivfs; �toe an bound tousce� that the honor, and inlorests of the people do not.su��er.,

� �men a great and magna-nimous nation like-� thi,s,tako3from.onc of its loyal citizen: his
, pmperty, and applies it to its own use and bene�t, that citizen ought to be paid every
am? qfjhoé oaaluo of the property so used.

,Wherever -the people in the Southern �States preserved their �delity to -their
-Go.V§1tnmen«.t. they were as free from the rebellion as on loyalist residing in any
Northern ~Sta;te&#39;l, and with much more merit, -because the temp~tation and forces
that Qpefltated so terribly -upon them were so -much greater. �

Congress has passed several laws, notable a�mong,them is the act of July 27, 1868&#39;,
mlie.§;ing�.9�icers or agents of the -�Army -from liability to owners of property taken,
used,,".«pr.=,.destroyedduriirg the late» War. This transfers from the of�cers or avcnts

~***1~f.i~�7f§}5z:es�cnt;nythe jm�,or_;l� �ems of the not" 72, Ugngress is bound to do what is .

to Government all liability to pay, &c.,for property taken or destroyedby Ughited �
State.s*,.t1-oops or agents,. ,

When supplies for the Army,� or munitions of War, oranything else wanted
by the Geovernment, were procured or appropriated in the Northern States, they
werepaidrior, N
fro&#39;;.nj,Vvho1n.they were procured- I- canno�t"see how any distinction; either in law
or m,o1ials,,: solar as the obligation� of payment is "concerned, can bemade between
a purchase;a»nd an appropriation from the loyal owner without� a direct purchase
where the_,Gove1-iiment receivedthe bene�t of the thing purchased, or appropriated.
This, in my opinion, would be a matter of much more serious contemplation if.
by the passage of this act, We wereiestablishing a precedent; but this is not the
case, ,We-have precedent after precedent of a. remarkable uniformity of decision,
antlepdativiig ,t0;:t.11f.e earliest history of our own Government, and in older countries
. oing hackgto th,e;tim_e.»Whe11ce �the memory of man runneth not to the contrary.�

contend that by every principle of justice, by every principle of equity, by every
principleaof hQIZ1or;,byevery.-principle of common honesty, We cannot escape the
obll ation to pay for property We have �taken, i used, or destroyed, belonging to�a
loy ci,tiz,en.,or «State, and have� received the bene�t ofits use injthe support of the1,1» ,U_ni_o,n.. *     p
  , SPE(3IAL  on WEST VIRGINIA on THE GOVERNMENT. _

�Itseems to me,"  lire.-iiclent, that a more equitable claim could not be pre-
sented~�*to�Congress. The State of West Virginiarespolided patriotically and
manfully to the callof the Presideiiit for troops. She sent to the �eld some of
th�e�fb�e�s_t _soZ1die_rs,that were ever enrolled in any army. She complied with every

or was any account takenof the loyal ity or disloyalty of the party�

reqnisit�ion�fthat_ was made upon her, &#39;l�he,heroic deeds other soldieryiare written-
upoli� t,heXan.na.1sf of history, andlof, their exploits she may well feel justly

» proi:fdj,{f,"Ifh�eylWere everfound vvherc duty called them, and many of her bravo
son_�s�lie_�burie.d where they fell in _;the discharge of � their dutyto their countr .� I �By
ref,ere110.¬..tQthe,records of the War Department itwill be seen that West Vlirrginia

.. troops to the lFederal Governmellt during the War to the number of
 .larg�e,a,ilumber,»:in proportion _.,to her ablewbodied population as, any ,
Nortlqéi- &#39;1i�State;&#39; , > .

The loyal people of our State, under all their losses and troubles and sulferings,
never, mL11&#39;m1n&#39;_ed-, or complained, because they had faith in the proclamations of the
Pre*sident_�,i;nd,12l1"*3 published addresses of; the generals of the Union armies that
theygwere considered the friends of the Government, and as such were entitled to
protection and to _remu_nerat_ion for all property-appropriated and used or injured �
or de�stroy_ed by the Government, ofivllich the Government received the bene�t.

,_"Wcst&#39;,V�irginia, altliough destined when her hills and valleys are densely popu-
lated andlher, dorm-antipwealth, �nowlying,unde&#39;ve1oped, shall be unearthed, to be
one i of j the _bri.ghteslt;&#39;,stars in_ the crown of States, is yet in� her infancy. She.

to _injc"ur&#39;} heavy, expense: in the erection � of necessary public build-S
ln.gS,j.i1nh,ny�, ofiliwhich have beenydestroyed by the Union .armles.v Being a a.

I,1¢,W j�txato, fsho »,;,i£i3B(1Sli¬1<%;Vel0pIx1e11t. . Although she has been sub- l A
,1ect�"1:o� the� ravages. ,0: both armies; although she  to . undergo toils,



privations, and dangers innumerable,

A battledid not rage,� Where your homes

that  have no rights which this nati

l

Shecomes, asking-pasta right that Wher
of the subsistence stores, the hiorses,l t"
the houses,timber, &c., taken from loya�
Where they have used, injured, and dest
school-houses, bridges, court-houses, anc
poses, they ought -tg pay a just compens

�red 0111: pmacademiseéaros *
her Deblic [T2l1riTdii1�ss,,iiOiif

1�oI1f0r the pI�0pé:t5"  ltake,n;ra,rs�sé;

rice or. xhowever unable I may be to do thecase 3�

CLOSING
It was easy enough to be true to the C%o7ve,1&#39;riment Whe~re.the»stQrm and  or

b g _ V egre l1IldlS,tl1I,&#39;b8_d§by<&#39; the ishock¢,off�i»�arIiI%} I
where it cost nothing to be loyal ; but in  cou~ntry,.sespecial1y in the earlierdaysi
of the war, it require,d principle and moi and physical cuourage: and love gm}
votion to the Union to oppose therebelli ,  r » 0 We not owe soniethirzg tether peers-e -
sons who were faithful amid such  terrible crimes?

I say Mr. President, and I. feel that  country is not only able but willagsivve :
its hearty sanction to� the payment of claiis of this class. All that will be Mguw-ed
of us is that we ca7&#39;efultg/ scrutmzlze these (2 �
paid ; and I I am. wilting that the merits  hilt shall be submittedtg the glogggt
aud most careful sc7&#39;ut&#39;i723/. :

, I Wish, it distinctly unclerstood that  people� are Willing  ate�;
their justiand equitable� proportion of theifwar debt, but any other expenditure
necessary to maintain and keep inviolatega republican form of governmen�t.§&#39; «Butt  A
we do not think it fair to hear� more than  just proportion. We think»-the losses
sustained by our loyal people during thesvar at the hands of the Federal Govern-
ment should be equitably borne by all  States, and not left tofall upon-fus
alone. ,

Sumter to the surrender at Appomattoxyocurt-house, We were led to

and generals, that we were ,cor1side�i-ed,&#39;f§;;ie11ds of the Government, and that our
constitutional�ly guaranteed rights of pro: �ction of our lives . and: property Were� *

hi the Government was in :need, Sand� �
_ But now the War is over, now that �

sacred i.n the eyes of the Government
when in need it made bountiful promise
the victory has been Won, _I1OW that the �V rpetuityof the,Union is more �rmly es-
tablished, if �possible,� than ever, now th�
are no longer needed, are We to be told
delusions~�-�promises made to the ear to

at the promises made to, us were but
broken to the hope?. Are We to�, be told

V we helped tosavejisbound�to-respect?,For the honor of its good name, I trust  s � » ~ &#39; » rs,  - � �  A
We ask the passage of this bill by v.ii?tue of our loyalty,-I9 tested and proven

under the most adverse and trying circiziinstances: by virtue of our sacri�ces and f
su�erings on behalf of the Governnlenté by virtue of our having borneour full
share of the burdens of the Grover-iimenttlsuring the Whole war and since�; by" »
virtue of the pledges given us at ,the ccfhlmencemeiit of and during the War ; by
�virtue of the Constitution and the law of i i
War; by virtue of the laws of War Whic  prevailed among the civilized nationskof

..the earth; by virtue of the brave men  State who laid down gstheir ,liv�esfI(a
Willing� sacrifice on the altar of their cou§iti&#39;y ;� .by-virtue -of the precedents e-stabs
ished at the time of. our national ir1clepe§§&#39;1de1�1ce, and recognized up to the present

day; by virtue of right and by virtue*o?f§:&#39;,t1stice.  �I � I it s � � _
; And. now, M1�. �President, I owe aiigapology for thelength of my remarks,

which are more lengthy than- I had intefiéded to make them,� butl found there was
i t one in WillCh~�&#39; the people, I� have the  �so much ground to cover, and the sub

honor in part to represent are more in rested.� than perhaps any other, I � could
not do my constituency, the merits of s;�;. e bill, or myself. justice in less time. a
feel that the bill has not only intrinsic n:;er&#39;it, but is an eminently just one �° and&#39;&#39;
if as I have failed to present its merits in afproper andconvincing light, the default I
mustbe attributedto the imperfect ,111a:§;ner in which [have laid the facts before _
you. I trust that Senators will give thetfsubject of this �bill, and similar biIIs,,�a,n&1,"� l
the law bearing upon them, their care£:nl and.__earne�st a�ttention_, sothat ;&#39;.usftice

, may ye done to the people� of the border},.anditheiSouth �aI1d.[&#39;nOt l tthe fttrhe:bur<i313s that belong to .the~rnanY.  9  ~ «�    -   -

_ snotcome;here_asjan objeét oi cliaritya   ,
eiGovernment has received  bene�t." 1.

  tt1¬i«c�rn,�@�5� other 1a:rti<=1és.i of ifoéd,
efsonjs �in her barriers bggjts  anti

sis
stroyed, or injured. �I feel that my positiel , in�, this matterjis trues I

to convince those of  Senators
. who may di�er with me in the views I  eXpressed.1 ,  d. v_  _j,  if ;

and see that nonelbutjust claims are -

Why is it -that during the entire perio&#39;§7 of the War, from the {�ring �on� Fort� I
lieve b �

, the practice of the Federal Gove1&#39;nmer1t,a3g1tl by the proclamations of its P1&#39;esiden}1E

our services, our money, our sacri�eesiv�

athe-land; by virtue of the Article�s{ of�, I


