
PENSION APPROPRIATION.

SPEECJI

HON. II.  DAVIS,
or WEST VIRGINIA,

IN THE

Senate of the United States, Tuesday, February 1, 1881.

The Senate having under consideration the pension appropriation bill for 1882,
and an amendment reported by Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Pensions,
asking a re-examination of claims� ~ , _

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, said: �
Mr. PRESIDENT : I have listened with some pleasure to the chairman

of the Pension Committee, and agree With him to a very considerable
extent in his remarks. There are some �gures and facts that I think
the Senate ought to know in connection with this bill. I believe fraud
ought to be hunted down and punished, let it come from Where it may,
and I feel very con�dent from the examination I have given this
question from time to time, and from that which other Senators
more competent than myself have given it, that thereare frauds to
a great amount in the matter of pensions. I have some �gures, taken
principally from the of�cial reports of the Commissioner of Pensions,
to which I will call the attention of the Senate.
The number of pensioners on the roll June 30, 1880,

was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - -8 . . . . . . . . . 250, 802
The number added to the pension-roll during the

�scal year 1880 was ........................... -. 19, 545
The net increase of the pension-roll during 1880 Was . 8, 002 .
The amount paid for regular pension-rol.l, 1880 . . . . . $37, 046, 185 89
The amount paid for arrears of pension, 1880 ..... -. $23, 914, 194 86
The average amount paid each pensioner on regular

roll .....................................   $103 34
The average amount paid each person under t e ar-

rears-of-pension act of March 3, 1879 ..... . .&#39; .... . . $560 15.
The Secretary of the Interior informs us that there

is a de�ciency for the current year amounting to.
And We have just added that amount to the pension

bill for the present year.
The Commissioner of Pensions estimates that for the

next year and for years to come it will take to pay
pensioners on the regular roll per annum at least.

$18, 282, 306 68

$50, 000, 000 00

I�
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June 30, 1880, there were on �le unsettled pension
cases . . . . . . -.. . . . . -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-..---. 282,597

Deduct for duplicate and rejected claims 30 per cent., ,
which will leave (being claims now pending) . . . . 187,318

The estimated amount to pay each pensioner or of
each claim for pension under the arrears act as esti-
mated by the Department is $1,025, making a to-
tal of ...--. ...... .... ......................... .. $192,000,847 00
It Will be seen from the aboye estimates that it requires to pay the

pension cases nowpending $192,000,847, and annually for years to
come fully $50,000,000, and no man can tell but that it will require
double that sum; in fact some estimate that it will require more to
pay arrears of pension than to pay our national debt. It Will be
recollected by the Senate that When the arrears-of-pension bill Was
under discussion the estimatespwel�xery m11ch~1ess&#39;thanit�appears now
to take; so that the��estT1I�$i;te th�at;is "now being made by the Depart-
ment may yet be far under the real �gures.�

Claims for pensions have until recently come in at the-rate of three
or four hundred per day. There were 141,466 applications for pen-
sion �led in the Pension Office during the �scal year 1880.

I �call the attention of the Senate to the following table :

3 2 =3 ,5. 5 ,
�$5 3 3; Number of pensioners on the roll and the
,2 3,3 , ,o 9 amount paid for pensions, with the cost of
E _o E =1 disbursements. �Year. 55 5 as
S1  C! m

r-4 I �3 L51 +73 "E Widows Disburse
E3 % g o Invahds. 5,0� � Total. manta.

1861 .............. ..;..-; ......... .. 4,337 4,299 8 636 $1,072,461 55
1862 .......... .. 2, 487 462 4, 341 3, 818 8,169 790, 384 76
1863 ..... . .�.. . .. 49,  7, 884 7, 821 6, 970 14, 791 1, 025, 139 91
1864 .......... , 53,599 39,487 23,479 27,656 41,135 4,504,616 92
1865. ......... .. 72,684 40,171 35,880 50,106 85,986 8,525,153 11
1866 .......... .. 65,256 50,177 55,652 71,070 126,722 13,459,996 43
1867.� ......... .. 36,753 36,482 69,565 83,618 153,184 18,619,956 46
1868 . . . . . . . . . . .. 20, 768 28, 921 75, 957 93, 686 169, 643 24, 010, 981 99
1869 .......... .. 26,066 23,196 82,859 105,104 187,963 28,422,884 08
1870 .......... .. 24,851 18,221 87,521 111,165 198,686 27,780,811 81
1871 .......... .. 43,969 16,562 93,394 114,101. 207,495 33,077,383 63
1872 .......... .. 26,391 34,333 113,954 118,275 232,229, 30,169,341 00
1873 .......... .. 18,303 16,052 119,500, 118,911 238,411 29,185,289 62
1874 .......... .. 16,734 . 10,462 121,628 ~ 114,613 236,241 30,593,749 56
1875 .......... .. 18,704 11, 152 . 122, 989 111, 832. 234, 821 29, 683, 116 63

.1876 r;�;&#39;2"&#39;I; .... . . 23, 523 9, 977 124, 239 107, 898 232, 137 28, 351, 599 69
1877 .......... .. 22,715 11,326 128,723 103,381 232,104 28,580,157 04
1878 .......... .. , 44, 587 9 11, 962 &#39; 131, 649 92, 349 223, 998 26, 844, 415 18
1879 . . . . . . .. . . . . 57, 118 31, 346 138, 615 * 104, 140 242, 755 33, 780, 526 19
1880 .......... ._ 141, 466 19, 545 145, 410 105, 392 250, 8112 57, 240, 540 14

Total. . . -, 765, 306 417, 718 ....... . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455, 718, 505 70

It will be seen by reference to this table that in 1874 the number of
applications for pensions was 16,734. In 1879 the arrears-of-pensions
act passed, and. in 1880 the number of applications for pensions was
141,466. Very suddenly the number of applicants was increased from
16,734 up to 141,466, in the short space of six years.
The number of claims examined and allowed in 1874 was ... . 10, 462
The number of claims examined and allowed in 1880 Was. . . . 19, 545
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In 1860 there was paid for pensions but ...... . ...--. $1,100,802 00" 1
In 1870 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -.. .-.-.. ............ .- 27,780,811 00-�
In 1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26, 844, 415 00 1*

Showing that the pension-roll had commenced to decrease from 18707
to 1878, but in 1880, after the arrears-of-pensions act waspassed, the 1
amount paid was $57,240,540, showing a very sudden increase again.

We pay as much for pensions in one year as in the �rst �fty years»
of our history. These �gures are taken from o�icial reports, and show
that the pensions now cost us more per annum than the entire ex- 5 I
penses during the �rst decade of our Government, and more than the ~
net expenses of the United States in any one year (including all wars)»
previous to 1856.

Number of men, furnished by each._State �during the late war.
S-4 Pd F-4 rd Q�) 03

$52 2222:-r-6 : H -r-1 &#39;__, +� C3
�gs agsssStates. 32% 3_g�""r&#39;; 8 ~§�S <13-s-4 �S  $-U"""
2%� 0 5� av 53 935-4  5-4 a &#39;3 3 ca
$45 :_ E573 5&#39;6� gs

Maine ............................................. . . 71, 745 56, 595
New Hampshire . .............. . 1 ................ .  . 34, 605 30, 827
Vermont ........................................... .. 35, 246 29, 052
Massachusetts ..................................... .. 151, 785 123, 844
Rhode Island ..................... - ._ ............... - . 23,. 711 17, 878
Connecticut ....................................... . . 57, 270 50, 514

113$.-?¬$§£�gr:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: �§S:§�fi 3§2:5?§2
Pennsylvania ...................................... - . 366, 326 267, 558
Delaware .......................................... . . � 13, 651 10, 303
Maryland .......................................... - . 49, 731 40, 692
West Virginia ..................................... . . 32, 003 27, 653Igkilstrict of Columbia .............................. -. 16, 872 11, 506

io . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . 317, 133 237, 9761
Indiana ............................................ .. 195, 147 152, 283
Illinois ............................................ .. 258, 217 212, 694

� Michigan .......................................... .. , 90, 119 80, 865-
Wisconsin ......................................... . . 96, 118 78, 985.i�innesota .......... . . . ............................ . . i 25, 034 19, 675 �
owa ............... . . . ............................ . . 75, 860 68, 182

Missouri ............................... . .8 .......... . , 108, 773 86, 192:
Kentucky .......................................... . . 78, 860 70, 348
Kansas ............................................. . . 20, 097 18, 654

Total .. . .1 .................................... .. 2, 653, 062 2, 129, 041

It will be seen by the above table that the total number of men
furnished by all States was 2,653,062; total men, reduced to three
years� service, furnished was 2,129,041.

It has been between sixty and seventy years since the war of 1812,
and there are now on the pension-roll nearly thirty-�ve thousand
pensioners of that war, about ten thousand of which are survivors.
The rest are widows and dependants, and it costs between $3,000,000
and $4,000,000 per annum. There were perhaps ten times as many
persons engaged in the late war as there were in that of 1812; If
this estimate is correct, and I think i.t is, we shall for the next sixty
years be paying an average per annum for pensions of about forty
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million dollars, making a� grand total of about two billion four hun-
dred million dollars, which is more than our national debt now is,
and about as much as it was at any time during the late war.

I hear some Senators laugh, Mr. President, but these are the �g-
ures. &#39;

Mr. LOGAN. I will say to the Senator that I was not laughing at
what he was saying; but, if he will allow me, Iwill ask him a ques-
tion. . . �V _ &#39; &#39;

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. VVith pleasure.
Mr. LOGAN. He is multiplying now and �nding out how much we

shall pay sixty years from now.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. N 0, that was not my statement.
Mr. LOGAN. VVell, during the coming sixty years.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I gave the average basedon thepension-roll now for thewrar of 1812. -A < I 0 A A   � �  "
Mr. LOGAN. I should think that was a very fair estimate, if all

these people would live sixty years. There is no question about that.
They are generally at least thirty-�ve or forty now, and some of them
older. That kind of computation is so perfectly absurd to me��I do
not know how it is to the gentleman�that it is enough to make
almost anybody laugh.

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Absurd as it may be to the Senator�s
mind, the fact is that there are 10,000 people now on the pension�roll
who were in the war of 1812, and it is nearly seventy years since that
war. That is the fact as taken from the pension-rolls. I put the aver-
age at $40,000,000, and it is well known that we are paying now per-
haps twice that much. The -Senator and other Senators laughed when
persons in the.Se-nate told them, when they were about to pass the
arrears-of-pension act, that it was going to cost �fty or sixty million
-dollars. There was a laugh then, and there were persons who said
that it was absurd; but to-day the laugh is on the other side, and
they �nd there is_not so much absurdity about it, though nobody
raised the �gures as high as the actual facts are, notwithstanding my
friend�s laugh. These �gures may not be pleasant to the Senator,
but they are facts, and the tax-payers have to pay the money.

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator need-not talk about this being pleasant
-or not pleasant to me. I have said nothing about his �gures except
as to the sixty years these men are to live after they are forty years
old. I did not make it necessary that they should live that long; it
was the Senator himself.

Mr. BLAINE. I think I was alittle responsible for what seemed
to be laughing at the remarksgof the Senator fro&#39;m�Wést"V,ir&#39;ginia..
While I do not disagree in the main with the �gures of my friend, I
-do not think we need disturb-ourselves about what the 150,000,000
people in the United. States willhave to pay sixty years hence. I
was tellingrthe Senator from Illinois of a gentleman who told me
that he never counted anything as 1iabilit.ies that did not fall due in
a week. [Laughton] So this Government need not count_ anything
as a very pressing liability in the way of pension that is to be paid
sixty years hence, when the population of today in this country will &#39;
be trebled, and probably the wealth will be tenfold as great as it is
now. At the same time I beg to say that I do not disagree with my
friend from West Virginia in the estimate he makes as to what may
fall due at that time. I think he is quite correct. &#39;

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am glad the Senator agrees with
me as to the tables ; but ought we to entail such heavy responsibili-
ties on the 150,000,000 people that my friend from Maine talks of �I
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"Let us provide for the obligations of the present ; but do not let us
be providing for saddling upon the future payments to such an ex-
tent. We ought to take care of the tax�payers to-day, and they will
take care of themselves hereafter. &#39; A

I base my estimate upon the results of the act pensioning soldiers
of the war of 1812. If the facts were not just as the Commissioner
reports them or if the �gures were not so, I could hardly believe there
were 10,000 people living to-day who were in the war of 1812; and
yet there are that many survivors of that war upon the pension-roll.
I could hardly believe that there were 25,000 living widows of soldiers
of the war of 1812, and yet the facts show it, though it is nearly seventy
years since the war ended.

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator allow me to remind him of one thing
in regard to these computations which seem to be accepted in their
mathematical proportions; and that is that the existing pension laws
in reference to the war of the rebellion grant pensions only by reason
«of disability, while the pension laws in reference to the wars of earlier �
times apply almost entirely in consequence of the mere fact of serv-
ice, and pensions have been extended to those who were the relatives
and connections of those soldiers, and to those soldiers who contracted
no disability and consequently have survived until the present time.
Unless we change the pension laws of the country it will be utterly
impossible, that there shall be� such enormous aggregations of pay-
ment in the future as the Senator indicates.

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think my friend is mistaken in
saying that we put upon the pension-roll persons who are relatives.
�That is not my� understanding.

Mr. BLAIR. We put on the widows.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Commissioner of Pensions tells

us in his report that there are of actual survivors of the war of 1812
ten thousand. �

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator must know that any actual survivor
who was in the service fourteen days in the war of 1812 is entitled
to a pension and that of those who contracted disabilities in the war
-of 1812 probably thereare not to-day three hundred men surviving.

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is one of the questions
whether they contracted disabilities or not. I believe to-day there
are more men improperly upon the pension-roll, who are as.able as
you or I to earn a living, than there are survivors of the war of 1812.
I believe to-day there are a great many pensioners upon the roll who
contracted no disease whatever, but who have improperly and fraudu-
lently in many cases gotten there. We are told by the Commis-
sioner, and I think at one time we were told by the former chairman
of the Committee on Pensions, the Senator from Kansas, [Mr.
INGALLs,] who is always careful in his statements, that he believed
five or six million dollars was annually paid out to fraudulent pen-
sion claimants, and the Commissioner of Pensions now estimates that
there is in the neighborhood of five or six millions or 10 per cent.
of the entire amount fraudulently and improperly paid. Hence the
necessity of some such bill as the one now pending. Although I have
not examined this carefully, and I cannot say that I approve of all
of its features, I am sure that if some such bill can be passed and
go into effect, this Government will save �ve or six millions a year
from fraudulent pensions and punish frauds in many cases.

Mr. LOGAN. Now I should like to ask the Senator a question right
there. If he thinks or if the Commissioner of Pensions states to the
«country that he is paying �ve or six million dollars of fraudulent
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pension money, will the Senator please explain to the Senate why the
Commissioner paid it if he knows it is fraudulent pension money�?

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is just what this bill wants to
�nd out ; and that is just what the Committee on Pensions now are
trying to pass the bill for, to �nd out. A

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator cannot get out of it in that way. I say
that if the Commissioner of Pensions reports that he pays five or six
million dollars of pension money that is fraudulent, he cannot make
that report if it is truthful unless he knows of the fraud, and if he-
does he is a dishonest man.

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Neither the Pension Commissioner
nor myself knew of the fraud. I said it was so estimated.

Mr. LOGAN. Upon what does he estimate if he does not know the
frauds�? Here under the statute he has a right to out off any pen-
sioner any moment. t i p . _ .

Mr. DAVIS, o.f.West Virginia. We understand that; but when-
ever a bill or an amendment is offered to cut them off in wholesale
if they are there, there is some opposition toit from some quarter. I
am not referring to the Senator from Illinois for I do not know that
he opposes it.

Mr. LOGAN. I am opposed to it.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I did not know it.
Mr. LOGAN. You know it now.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am sorry to know it, for I believe

that it is his duty and mine to hunt down pension frauds and punish
them, and not allow the tax-payers to suffer from them.

Mr. LOGAN. I will not allow the Senator to put me in such a posi-
tion, for I am as ready to hunt down frauds as anybody; but I say
that a man who makes a report that he pays �ve or six million dol-
lars annually fraudulently is a dishonest man unless he knows some
fact to base it on. He has no right to state it unless he knows the
fact. He has no right to pay �the money fraudulently, and if he does
he should not state the fact unless he can show it to be so. I say that
no such argument as that is a fair argument in favor of a bill.

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I remind the Senator that neither
the Commissioner of Pensions nor myself stated that we knew the
fact to be so.

Mr. LOGAN. If you do not know the fact, you should not state it.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is the Senator�s opinion ; but

I have an opinion, and I have the right to state what I believe.
Mr. LOGAN. I say if there is a pensioner on the roll who is receiv-

ing his money fraudulently, it is the duty of the Commissioner of
Pensions, under the law, to cut him off from the list.

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That is just what we are trying to
do by this bill. _

Mr. LOGAN. lNo, sir; I beg the Senator�s pardon. We shall see
whether you are trying it or not. When you stand in the Senate
Chamber and say that money is paid to men fraudulently, before
accusing the soldier who receives it dishonestly, you should know
what you state to. be a fact. _

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Now I must take the floor.
Mr. LOGAN. Very well.� You should give us some evidence. Let

us have some evidence.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. We have heard thunder before to-

day, Mr. President, but generally there was more in it than there is
to-day. . - ,

Mr. LOGAN. I will only say to the Senator that �he has heard
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2 thunder and so have others, but the thunder never came" from his
quarter. .

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am willing to take what the Sen-
ator says, but I do not want the Commissioner to be judged improp-
erly. The Commissioner has made the estimate, and so far as I know
he is sustained by the Secretary of the Interior, for the report comes
to Con.gress saying what his estimate is. I know nothing of frauds
myself. The Pension Commissioner does not say that he knows of
them ; but that is his estimate of their amount, and it is not only his
estimate, but as I say the Senator from Kansas stated that he be-
lieved after examination that it was not far from correct, not that
particular statement, but that there was a large amount in his. judg-
ment. I understand also that the Pension Committee generally be-
lieve there are a great many frauds that this bill would remedy and
«cure. This is the reason why I am for passing this or some meas-
ure to prevent frauds and hunt them down and punish them. I
would rather spend a million dollars to hunt out fraud and punish it,
than to pay one�tenth of it to fraudulent claimants, and I think it
would be cheaper for the Government to do it.

From the begin.nin g of our Government to 1865 the entire or total
amount paid for all pensions did not exceed $90,000,000, or an average
of a little more than a million a year. We appropriated all that was
estimated or asked by the Secretary of the Interior and the Commis-
sioner of Pensions for the current year, but the payments have so far
exceeded their estimate that they send us a special message asking for
a de�ciency of eighteen or nineteen million dollars for this year. We
are now paying about double as much per annum for pensions as all
the rest of the world.

When the arrears-of-pension bill was under discussion in the Senate
some Senator said it would cost but a few millions ; others twenty or
thirty millions; I believe none estimated above thirty orforty mill-
ions. VVe now �nd that it will require several hundred millions.

I �nd by referring to the record of the vote on the arrears-of-pension
bill, March. 1879, that but four Senators voted against its passage,
viz: Hnnnnonn, Mccreery, SAULSBURY, and DAVIS, of West Virginia.

Mr. President, we have upon our table a communication from the
Commissioner of Pensions dated the 20th instant, in which he reviews
the pension-arrears act of 1879, and gives in detail the reasons, facts,itnd �gures upon which he bases his estimate, and �concludes as fol-
OWS: � V

Amount of arrears to old pensioners .......... ..� . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . $25, 293, 963 66
First payment of pensioners to July 1, 1880- ...................... . . 8, 821, 826 09
Arrears in pending claims . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . 192, 000, 847 50,
Annual pensions to 125,000 new pensioners ....................... . . 284, 185, 000 00

Total ...................................................... .. 510,301,637 25

This amount is directly chargeable to the arrears-of~pension act,
and does not include the regular pension-roll as it existed before the
act of March 3, 187 9. I

The Commissioner of Pensions estimates $50,000,000. to pay the reg-
ular roll for the current year, and thinks it will increase until it
�requires $60,000,000 annually to pay the regular roll. The Commis-
sioner also estimates that under the present system of paying and_
examining pension claims, 10 per cent. of the amount paid is upon
�fraudulent claims�� this would be $5,000,000 or $6,000,000 per annum�-�
and upon the total estimate of the cost of the arrears-of-pension
act, more than $50,000,000. These �gures are startling, yet the pres-
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ent system is continued from year to year and but little effort is made
to �nd and punish the guilty.

Mr. President, I am in favor of paying all who are justly entitled
to pensions. I think fraud should be hunted down and severely pun-
ished Whenever found. We should use every safeguard possible to-
protect the Treasury and tax-payer. I think every man who was
Wounded or disabled in the United States ,vservice,_ ought to have a

 ,�6?fZi3he people�s money
*  receiving large�

 as a majority
to persons who are not entitled to it.
pensions Who are as Well and as able to ea;¬&#39;5:fi:ir:.:v�$ta  .
of this Senate or the people of this country. _ A.

The Commissioner of Pe11;s;;"ns tells us thereis� iinli�ihIils.eopin.ion 10 per�
cent., or about �ve milliontidol-lars, annually paid to persons who are
not /entitled to it, and he asks _us tqtgiyev him such legislation as will
protect the honest pensioner and .,}§i&#39;,ui:2

n I e in some manner to put aI believe it to be the duty of - e

hf�f,.(3s dishonest. I am fofr-sit... �
1   a pension an d.

&#39;  :1:
stop to the large amount of mon_ey,paid! annually to pensioners who
are not entitled to it. _.It is believed by a great many people that a.
fair and proper exarménation Would develop these� immense frauds. I
knowthat some p.�-insane think they are very much less than they
really are. We heiarimuch about soldiers and the danger of talking_
against soldiers. No man has heard me sa on
no one has heard me say a Word again &#39; �
titled to be on the pension-roll; by. ��
against those who are fraudulenpr; _
sions, if there be such, and it is bélfi , g � &#39; re are, and
if there are We ought to _ §»,§§:..s,0me b5l&#39;lif&#39;iil3f, Will. cut them o�� and pre-
vent a repetition of th, euse,  The law should; be such that no man
can get on the pensio&#39;I;17~er. &#39; gthere is proper proof that he is entitled
to be there.  .. .

i it 56 56  -36� 45 -36 &#39;36
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Will the Senator give Way�?
Mr. LOGAN. - I will certainly give Way to the Senator to explain.
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am for this bill or any other bill

sword as �inst soldier_s,.,;.._�
that 182"}? 1.1S1�é1Y  I   �

¥%1n%s��Pen-

that will punish the fraudulent pensionpfrs and give�-.those._j ustly�ienti�, 4,
tled to pensions their money.  V

Mr. LOGAN. That is the reason, is it? . I � . »
Mr. DAV_IS, of West Virginia. That is the reason. My de

reach those who are receiving pensions dishonestly, if there beand I believe there are. I Want to reach the �td1"s�hone.s�t ones
honest ones I want to pay. �

Mr. �LOGAN. Now, the Senator says he is in favor of this bill be~
causes it will reach fraudulent pensioners. If that is the merit of this
bill, why all this array of �gures showing the amount of pension
money the people have got to pay? Has that anything to do With
the argument for detecting fraudulent pensioners�! -

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think it is a good bill; and the
necessity of passing this bill or some other to prevent the payment
of a part of this money itself to fraudulent persons is shown by the
�gures representing our present expenditure.

0


