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1 WEST VIRGINIA

roads; Where population increases at equal pace with
the rising values of the land; where villages grow into
towns, and towns into cities with leaps and bounds;
Where the mere incidental rise in the value of toWn�lots
and "city property assures abounding and universal pros-p
perity?   i

p VVhere the coal mines, released from the burdens of

taxation, may be run at surer pro�t, and where a higher
� and a more certain wage may be consequently paid to

the mine-Workers?

�There the railroads, freed from the enormous
Weight of taxes, may be operated at greater pro�t and &#39;
may in return give lower rates (permile) topassengers
and freight, and higher salaries and Wages to the rail-
Way�s employees ?" ,   p ,

�Where the social. Welf are of each community will be
adequately and liberally. provided for; Where generous
old age pensions, as Well as pensions for widows and for
needy mothers, will prevail, and broad and efficient pro»-r
vi_sions&#39;may be made against the undue labor of children
and for the care of labor under progressive compensa- it
tion laws, Without these burdens costing the people a

M single cent? , r ,
VVould you like to seethese things come to pass in

VVest Virginia? 4     �
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A TAX-FREE STATE

to lighten these steadily increasing burdens of taxation
so long as our present Constitution and present system
of taxation laws prevail. Year by year the expanding
and legitimate needs of the State, the insatiable hunger

i of politicians eager to devour: State revenues and enjoy
the power that comes from their manipulation, will
sub jéct our people more and more completely to the
unending game of grab-and-take. It is only by lifting
West Virginia to the higher plane of modern progres-
sive relationship to her natural resources that the inevi-
table development of a continually more and more op-
pressive tax legislation may be escaped. i t

23y
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ATAX-FREESTATE
if/CONVERSION  FROM PRIVATE, QWNER�

   SHIP TQSTATE OWNERSHIP
THROUGH A PERIOD

-    LOFYEARS.� K

o s Nor will it necessarily follow that this transition �
from individual fee ownership to State ownership and

 I; resulting State leasehold shall he consummated in a day.
* gThe� process of conversion may extend through such a
  ggaiperiod of i years as shall be deemed expedient.  The
   large and increasing revenues accruing by reason of the
 continuing developments of the coal and ;ithe�76i1 and the:  V
 natural gas �elds and the developing water-power, con- <

a stinually �lightening the burden of  aoqui�sition g and
  facilitating _rthef_ process of uthe� Wiping-out of  taxes, ~ y  _
until, at theendof sucliperiod of timetas may be �fced i
   upon, all of the rnineralwealth in the State shallbelong s
 to the State and all taxes nowleyied by theaState shall i

be exfpunged.   o

THERIGHT AND POWER or THE PEOPLE
*3

tThepeopleof the earth are the owners thereoif..
 Nogindivid�al can or should stand against the welfare

 of the �many. or all democracy the republic weal must i p
ralways come �rst, the individual� Welfare second; be? M 1
hip� causeonly in? this Way can the Widest individual Welfare A
A secured. Thesovereignepeoplei possess theiyhighio
* power to abolish laws and to change Constitutions;
 Laws which   exalti theiindiviydual at the expensep of the

T ifpeople must ipérish;~\¬laWs which sav;e�igthie people shall
i  live; andocourts Watching over the Welf are of the people i
 will in theend,/{inevitably so  it    i L




