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NATIONAL AND STATE POLITICE.

SPEECH OF HON.H. G. DAVIS

In Mineral County Convention, on Saturday,
August 15th, 1874.

Fellow-Cetizens and  Friends: — You
have just been addressed by the Hon. C.

Wf. Faulkner, one of the most distinguigh-

ed men of the State or country. Ile has
made u speech worthy of himself and
the Democratic party.  His remarks on
vivil rights deserve special notice. 1
have heard nearly all the speeees in the

Senate on this subjeet—none excelles the

one just made, Thigis one of the largest
vounty Conventions T have ever attend-
ed. 1t is pleasant for me to meet and
tall to so many of those who first honor-
ed me with their confidence by electing
me o member of the lower branch of the
Legislature of this State in 1865, and
that at a time when the party was in a
I'u:lii.icu,l minovity., From that time you
1ve constantly favored me, by electing
me to the Senate of the State, until the
vear when the Legislature of the State
clected me one of your Representatives
in the National Couneils. And I desire
now to express my gratitude for the con-
findence you have so freequently and
generously reposed in me.  You know
that it is not my habit to make lengthy
speeches.  But I feel constrained st this
time, in response to numerous calls that
have been made upon me, 1o depart from

my usaal ecustor, I you will, therefore,
bear with' me, I will endeavor to give
you gome aceount of the way national
affairs are conducted under Republican
rule, and some thoughts in reference to
the policy and future prospeets of the
Demoeratic party of this State.

You and 1 will have work to do be-
tween now and the October eleetion. A
thorough organization should be had, and
a thoroughjeanvags-made if you wish to
accomplish an  overwhelming victory.
It is not enough in time of warte organ-
ize an army and appoint competent’ gen-
erals to l'.UIl']]ll?Lll(F it, and then content
yourselves with dress-parades, Tt will
not do to content yourselves with the
thought, that becauze of a superiority of
numbers, all you have to do is to exhibif
your numbers and await the surrender of
the enemy. You inust not expect our
opponents to march into your camp and
deliver up their arms without a struggle.
LE you expect victory, you must be ag-
gressive.  You must expose their trickery
and deceit.  You must show our superi-
ority as a party in point of morals, and
an - ecomical administration of  affaivs.
To do thiz successfully you must be arm-
ed with official facts and figures, Thave
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taken some pains to collect  together
some facts and figures connected with
the administration of public allnirs by
the Republicans, both -National and
State, and iff you will bear with me while
I tresspass on your patience, T will en-
deavor to present them to you.

CIVIL RIGHTS BILL.

And I will first call your attention to
what is known as Sumner’s Civil Rights
Bill, because this is the most iniquitous of
all i-h&; iniquities that the Republicans are
endeavering to foist upon the people, and
if f‘l’JT]t.'k‘lH‘l(_‘tl in power thoy will perpe-
trate this disgrace up certainly as night
sueceeds dny The bill is sweeping 'in
its provisions and the penalties attached
for any violation of the law, are of the
severest character. The first section ol
this infamons bill, as it passed the Senate,
reads as follows:

YThat all eitizons and other pérsons |y
within  the jurisdiction of the United

States shall be entitled to full and equal
enjoyment of the accommodations, ad-
vantages, facilities and priviliges of pub-
lic conveyanges on land or water, thea-
tres  er other public places of amuse-
ment, and also of the common . schools
and public institutions of learning or
henevolence, supported in whole or in
part by general taxation, and of eeme-
teries so supported, and also institutions
known as aggricultural colleres endowed
by the United Htates, subjoet only to the
vonditions and limitations established by
the law and applicable alike toeitizens of
every race and color regardless of any
previous condition off servitnde.”

The second gection provides a penulty
of 5500 and costs to be paid the aggriev-
ed party, and further makes any viola-
tion of the provisions of the lirstsection,
a misdemeanor, punishable with a fine of
not moréthan $1L000—or imprisonment
1ot more than one year.

The third section gives the district and
cirenit courts of the United States exclu-
sive cognizance of all violations of the
provisions of this act. Thus depriving
the State Courtz of all power in the
premises,

The fourth scetion provides that no
person shall be disqualilied on account of
color, previous condition, &, from serv-
ing as grand or petit juror in any court
of the United States, and make the failure
of any officer who exeludes such person

from such service, a  misdemennor, pun-
ishable with 51,000 fine,

The bill pussed the Senate by a vote of
2 to 16—almost two te one.  And yot
when it wag introduced in the Senate, it
met with hardly any  countenatnice
favor. Butfinding their power continu-
ed, the leader of the Republican party
coneluded to fathor this infamy, and so
pulled the party lines, and the obedient
rank and file obeying the command, the
hill was rushed t.]'ll‘f?.l\fh. The 1 }'ﬂr]rlul'd—
ey made a vigerous effirt to prey ont the
p assage of this fraud upon the p:-l,ple Lt

being in & hopeless minori
do nothing but stave it
possible. They shotved

mnnlm of the act: they arsued acainst
ity impractibility; they implored the
Radicals to IL’{ldill from thiz crowning
indignity npon the Southern and bor der

States, but all in vain. Thenthey tried
Lo dle Wy by resorting to every puarlia-
mentiry tactic possi e, bt theRepubli-
eans were too strong for them, and after
anall dayand night's session they suc-
ceeded inl putting on the gae lalv and
foreing its passage. This Inll, it s frue,

has not yet passed the House, but it
failed simply for want of a sufficient
number of votes tosuspend the rules and
put itupon its passage.  The Republicans
voted for this suspension almost to amzan,

but fortunately, by ealling the yeas and
nays, &y the, Democrats were cnabled td
defeat the bill for the present. | But it ix
on the calendar in such a. position that it
can be called up for pussage atiany. dily

o

next session the: Republiean party amay
choose.  Tts fingl passage depends in iny

opinion, on the results of the eleetions

this fall. = If the Republicans are 'suc-
cessful the hill will be passed; because #he
Republican  representatives, will - tako
their snccess as an endorsement of tho
measure by the people.  If, however, the
mianhood of the country rises up 3"!1111-,1:.

‘this petty persecutiony it the Democrsie 1y

exert themselves to actiem, and through
the ballot box, by the election of irue
men opposed to negrosupremiey, Caesar-

istn and nepotism; notify the Ropublican-

party that its tenure of power is held by

but a slender ihread, and thatthe people
will not” stand this infringement upon
their rights, the hill will probably die an
catly deathas it should.  And- even if
they can sective a majority in; the lower
branch of Congress;they can by an unit-
ed effort destroy the large majority here-

tofore had by the Republicans, and cheek

‘ey‘ could
;‘ﬁ l‘iﬂﬂ_’ ,ﬂ$
tha uneohstifu-



JEven the probubility of its' pas

to slarge extent, the growing fenden-
cies of the Republican pasty in the divee-
tion I have named. 1

The strongest objection to this bill—
although the whole bill 18 utterly ebjec-
tionable in all ‘its parts—is itz bearing
on' the common school Caystem of the
Seathern and border States, The whole
hope of the rising generation’ is in the
conunon school systeme It iswith great
difficulty that lnree elasses of people in
thiese States, onee i aflluent circumstan-
cog, ave enabled to provide the necessaries
of life, let alone send  their ehildren off
tor eostly gehools.  Alredady the mere im-
pending shadow of this bill has ecast its

‘wloom, and s retarding theschool systems

of many of these States.  If this bill
paszes, the schoal system will ' be utterly
ruined, and thére will be no' general
school appropriations, except here and
there.  What think these of you who
carn your living by “the sweat of your

Joraw " and to whom the common freo

sehools of this State are n priceless boow,
enabling you to educate your  children,
and givethem o startinlife, of the party
that attempts to foree sucha bill as this
down: the throat of the public school
systemy, and thus strangle it to death?

domean immense ameunt of harm, 1
notice in the papers that the State Super-
intendent of Tennessee hag already is-
sued a civenlar'addressed to the  county
superintendents, &e. throughout the State,
advising that no new contracts with
teachers of eithor white orcorored schools
be efitered into by school directors, untll
the fate of this bill be determined.  The
passage of this bill wolld be the greatest

ealamitythatconld possibly befall the col-
toored people themselves.

For it will not
only deprive the children of poor white

* people of an edueation for all time b come

but those of the colored people also. The

Cwealthy, of eourse, will not sutler, he-

eause they can patronize private schools.

CAnd juet here, Towill add testimony
{rom o Radical source:  Senator W. G.
Brownlow, eommonly known as Parson
Brownlow, and who has been, and is,
identified with the Republican party as
one of ita  mest radical members, in
lettor addrrssed tol Rev. Dr. Bartlett,
Presidont of the Maryville College, Ton-
nessee; in reference to the pagsage of this

“ bill; denounees the measure in unqualifi-

ad terms, and says the bill might appro-
priately ba tormed “A bill for the en-
courdgement of riot and chaos in the

e has
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Southern States, and for the humiliatioh
of the widows, and the oppression of the
orphang of the South.”

But these are not all the evils. A
foeling of returniug loyalty which was
growing in the South, will die out, and
one of hostility to the Government will
take its place.

Another evil that would result from
this: bill, if a law i= its possible effect
upon the minds of 800,000 igunorant
votors, in spreading delusions s to the
powers and duty of Congress, and as
to themenns by which social equality s
o be obtained.  For it teaches and leads
to soeinl equality, as well as politica
equality, turn’ it which way you may.
And that this is the purpose of those
who are pressing this bill may be infer-
red from the speechos of some of the
prominent advoeates of it in the Senate
and elsewhere.  As a sample T quote
from a speech delivered in the Senate by
Senator Boutwell, on the21st of May, on
this bill:

“A syelem of public instruction sup-
ported by goneral taxation is seeurity,
first, for the prevalence und continuance
of those ideas of equality which lead every
human being to recognize every other
hman being ad an equal in all natural
ancd politieal rights; and the only way
by which those ideas ean be made uni-
versal s to bring together in public
schools, during the former period of life,
the children of all claszes, and educate
them togethor.

“Phe public school is an epitome of
life, and in it children are tanght so that
they nnderstand those relations and con-
ditions of lifg which, if not acquired in
childhood and youth, are not likely af-
torwards to be gaincd. Tosay as is the
construction pliced upon so much of this
bill as T propose to strike out, that equal
facilitios shall DLe .given in different
sehools, is to Tob your system of public
instruction of that quality by which our
people, without regard to race or eolor,
shall bo assimilated in ideas, personal,
and public, so that when they arrive at
the period of manhood they shall act to-
gether upon public questions with ideas
formed under the same influences, &e”

Mr., Botwells effort was to enforee
‘such close ussociations of the races, es-
pecially in the primary schools, that
they would learn to love one anothor;
that by early contact, the repugnace of
one race to the other might be over-
come, and that in time they might he pre-
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pared for the great consumation by which
the two alien races may be mixed in éne.
Andagam: A convention of colored

5

men was held in Washington last winter

to take national acton in reference to this
bill, and one of their prominent mem-
bers and orators, a Mr. Clark of Ohio,
addressed the convention thereon. To
show what these people demand as their
rights, I quote from his speech: “We
want no clored schools; we want no
vhite schools; what we want is free
schools for every one.  We want the
vhite children of the land to have the
privilege of setting by the side of the
colored children in our schools, that these
prejudices may be overcome in early life.”
L'his extract is taken from arveport of the
proceedings, published in the Washington
Chronicle; a Republican newspaper,

Why the Republicrn party should
deem it necessary to the peace and hap-
piness of the colored race to force mixed
schools upon the people, T cannot imagine
or conjecture. If it is intended as a
further punishment to the Sonthern and
border States, it will fall far short of its
mark,because it will not effect the pres-
ent generation—I mean the older por-
tion, of course,—but it will debar the
thousands of children of these States,
blaelk as well as white, from the advant-
age of a free school education. And it
may be noticed in this connection, that
there are over a million of colored chil-
dren now receiving free school instruction.

As another illustration of the beauties of
civil rights, T quote from the constitutions
of several Southern States the provisions
as to schools, voting &e., and it will be re-
membered that these. provisions were
made a precedent of the admission into
the Union of these States, by a Radical
‘Congress, and the act admitting these
States provides that these provisions in
their constitutions shall not be changed,
except by and with the consent of Con-
gress. The quotations in relation to
schools are as follows:

Loutsiana—The General Assembly
shall establish at least one free public
school in every parish throughout the
State, and shall provide for its support by
taxation and otherwise. All children of
this Btate, between the ages of six (6) and
twenty-one (21) shall be admitted to the
public schools or other institutions of
learning sustained or established by the
State in common, without distinction of
race, color, or previous condition. There
shall be no sperate schools or institutions

i

of learning established exclusively for
any race by the State of Louisiana. Ar-
ticle 135, Constitution.

Nowrra CAROLINA—The General As-
sembly, at its first session under this con-
stitution, shall provide, by taxation and
otherwise, for a general and uniform
system of publie schools, wherein tuition
shall be free of charge toall the children
of the State between the age of six (6)
and twenty-one (21) years. See. 2, Art.
IX, Constitution.

Frorma—1It is the paramount duty of
the State to make ample provision for
the edueatiou of «ll the children residing
within its borders, without distinction o
preference. See. 1, Art. VIII, Constitution.

The Legislature shall provide a uni-
form system of common schools, and a
university, and shall provide for the
liberal maintenance of the same. In-
struction in them shall be free. See. 2 of
same. -

GrOorRGIA—The General Assembly at
its fiast session after the adoption of this
constitution, shall provide a thorough
system of general education, to be forever
free to all children of the State, the ex-
pense of which shall be provided for by
taxation or otherwise. Sec. 1, Art. IV,
Constilution. ‘

Sours CArorixa—It shall be the
duty of the General Assembly to provide'
for the compulsory attendance, at either
publie or private schools, of all children
between the ages of six (6) and sixteen(16)
years not phisically or mentally disabled,
for a term equivalent totwenty-four (24)
months, at least; Provided, That no law
to that effsct shall be passed until
a system of public schools has been
thoroughly and completely organized
and facilities afforded to all the inhabi-
tants of the State for the free' education
of their children. Sec. 4, Art. X, Con-
stigution. o

All the public schools, colleges and
universities of this State, supported in
whole or in part by the public funds,
shall be free and open to all the children
and youths of the State, without regard
to race or color. - Sec. 10 of same.

AREANSAS—A general diffusion of

 knowledge and intelligence among all

classes being essential to the preserva-
tion of the rights and liberties of
the people, the Geeneral Assembly shall
establish and mantain a system of free

schools for the gratuitous instrue-
tion of all persons in this State
between the ages of five (5) and




twenty-one (21) See. 1, Art. IX,
Constitution,

The General Assembly shfr?f require by
law that every ehild of sufficient mental
and physical ability shall attend the pub-
lic sehools during the period hetween the
ages of five (5) and cighteen (18) vears,
tor & term equivalent to three yesrs, un-
less educated by other means.  See. 6,
Art. IX, of sume.

Avasama—It shall be the doty of the
board to establish, throughout the State,
in each township, or other school district
which it may have ereated, one or more
schools, at which «ff the children of the
State between the ages of five (6] and
twenty-one (21) years, may attend free of
charge. See. 6, Avt. XTI, Constitution.

Those in relation ta \'nhnﬂ‘ &, are as
follows:

ALaBAMA—HALl persons hefore regis-
tering must take and subzeribe the Tol-
lowing oath: ‘I, do  solemnly
swear (or afli rmj G e hat |
accept the eivil and political equality of
all men, and agree not to attempt to de-
Prive any person or perzong, on account
of race, color, or previous condition, of
any politir'al or civil right, privilege, or
immunity enjoyed by any other class of
men,” ete.  Constutution, Art. VLI, Sec. 4.

ARKANSAS—C ALl persons hefore regis-
tering or voting, must take and subseribe
the following eath: ‘1, , do sol-
emnly swear (or aﬂirm) 2wk b o8
that 1 accept the civil and political equal-
ity of’ all men, and agree not to attempt
to deprive any person or personss, on ac-
count of race, color or previous condition,
of any pohtxral or eivil right, p:nnlrwv
or immunity enjoyed by any l)‘th“I‘ class
of men, ' ete. “Constitution, Art. N LI,
Nee. b.

Mississippl— The Legislature shall
provide, by law, for the registration of all
persons entitled to vote at any election,
and all persons entitled to register chall
take and subseribe to the following oath
or affirmation: ‘I, do solemnly
swear (or affirm, in the presence of Al-
mighty God, # # # that [ admif the
political and civil equality of all men. So
help me God.”  Consfitntion, Ari. V11,
See, 3.

Virarnia—*©All persons, before enter-
ing upon the discharge of any functions
as officers of this State, muat take and
subseribe the following ‘oath or affirma-
tion: ‘I, do solemnly swear (or
affirm) #* # ¥ that recognize
and accept the eivil and political equality
of all men before the law, ete.

years.

¥

. #

Bo help|

me God.' " Constitution, Arf. 111, See. 6.

Lovisraxa— Members of the Gen- %
eral Assembly, and all other officers, be-
fore they enter upon the doties of their
offices, shall take the following oath or
affirmation: 1, (A. B.) do solemnly
SWear (or ﬁﬂirm] that 1 accept the civf
and political equality of all men, and
agree not to attempt to deprive any per-
s0N, OF persons, on aceount of race, color,
or previous condition, of any politieal or
civil right, privileges, ar' immunity en-
joved by any other class of men, éte. So
help me God."™  Constitution, Title V1,
Art, 100,

S0 you will see nearly all the Constitu-
tioms of these Southern States are hased
on this idea of negro equality, and an
oath to support them iz made a condition
more or less of eitizenship under them.
Therefore, no eitizen from the north, east
or west, not in favor of negro equality,
can move to any of these States, as re-
comstructed by Congress, without dis-
franchisimg himself, Hven a Union man,
unless he swore that he helieved a négro
to be his equal, could not vote in one of
these States. But 1 must hasten on to
another effort that is being made in this
direetion. I refer to what is known as

HOAR'S SCHOOL BILL.

This is & bill introduced in the House
of Representatives by Mr. Hoar, a Radi-
cal from Massachusetts, and he has given
it the lofty title of, “A bill to establish a
syetem ol national education.” 1 have
not time to discuss this bill in all its
beavings, and =0 must content myself
with reading portions of it, which must
fully explain its mesning. 1t will be
seen that the purport of the bill is to
take away from the States the right to
control their own schools, and to place
them under national control, and for the
purpose” of keeping them in operation
and paying the nunerous officiale. A
direct tax of /7y milliens of dollara s
provided for in the bill,

The sections and parts of sections 1
refer to, are as follows:

A Bill to Establish a System of National

Edueation.

That there shall be appointed by the
Pregident, by and with lﬁe adviees and
consent of the Senate, within and for
each State, a State Superintendent of
National Schools, who shall receive & sal-
ary of three thousand dollars per annm,
and who shall hold office for the term of
foar yeara from the date of his appoint-
ment, unless scomer removed by the
President.




Sue. 2. And be it farther encted; Thad
the State superintendent sbhall divide his
State into as many divisions of conveni-
ent size as the number of represontitives
in Congress to which said State is entitiod;
which divisions shall be the samé as {he
distriets into which said State shall be
divided for the choice of representatives,
unless for special reasons it shall seem

advisable otherwise to divide the State.

The Secretury of the Tnterior shall ap-
point fer cach of said divisions a division
mspector of national sehools, who shall
rezide within said divizion, and who shall
holi his office until removed by the Seck
retary of the Interior, and who shall re-
ceive a salary of fwo thousand dollars per
AT |

Sug. 3. Awnd be it further enacted, That
said divigions shall be divided by the
State Superintendont’into school districts
of convenient size, having reference to
the number of children dwelling therein;
and  their convenience in  attending
school.  The Secretary of the Interior
shiallappoint seme suitible person to be
loeal superintendent of national schools
within said district. The compensation
of #aid loeal superintendent shall be fixed

by the Seeretary of the Interior by such

general regulations as he shall prescribe.

Suwc. 4 And be it further enacted, That
such number of schools shall be kept in
each district as the State superintendont
shall direct; Providid, That there shall
be spportunity afforded to every edild
dwelling therein between the ages of six
and eighteen Lo attend school for at least
six months in each year, subjeet fo such
reculations and pestrictions as shall be
necezeary for thediscipline of the schodls.

Suc. b, And be it further enacted, That
it shall be the duty of every local supers
intendent to select the place for the

sehool heouse within his district, which he

shall purchaze or hire in the nnme of' the
United States. No contract for such
purchase or hire shall be concluded with-
out the written approbation of the State
superintendent,  In case no suitable
place can be oblained with the eoisent of
the ewner, the division inspector may ap-
propriate a1 tract of such purpose by filing
a4 deseriptiof the same, by metes and
bounds, in the clerk’s office of the dis-
triet eourt of the United States wherein

the same is situated, togethet with an

estimate of the damages caused to any
person by taking the sume; which appro-
priation and estimate shall be frst ap-
proved by the State superintendent and
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chall then be recorded by said elerk in u
book to be ]\i'.pl. for that purpose. From
the date of said Aling, the title of said
tract of land shall veést in the United
States. i "

Bie b dnd be it further enacted, That
the sehool books to e used in all the na-
tiomal schools shall be sueh as are pre-
ceribed by the said superintendént, under
the direetion of the!Commissioner of
Hdueption. They shall be furnished by
the State supervintendent to the division
ingpector, and by the latter to thedocal in-
spector, for thel children within' his dis-
triet, and by him distributed to' them at
eosty- Provided, That il any ehild: iz mn-
abla to pay the vost of the books needed
and used by it the same shallibe furnished
gratuitously. i

Bue. 7. And be it further endeted; That
it aliall be the duty of the loeal superin-
tendent to provide for the eare and pro-

taction and repair of the selivol houses,
and to proeure fuel therefor; where ne-
leessary: LT it shall be neeessary to erect
a sehool-house inany district] the Iocal
superintendent  shall contract for the
zame; tha contract therefor to receive the
approbation of the State superintendent
before it shall be binding. '

See. Bl And be it further enacteld, That
the local superintendent shall seleet and
eontract with the teacher or teadhers for
the schools within his' dittrict, at a rate
and for o perod of time té - be approved
by the State Superintendent. '

In the performance of alt” the 'datics
provided by thisact; the loeal’ superin-
tendent shall be subect to the directions
of the division inspector, the division in-
‘spector to those of the State Superintend-
ent, and the State superintendent shall be
subject to the diveetiins of the Oommis-
sioner of Education. . gl t

Sue. 18, And be it further enucted, That
the Commissionér “of Hdueation ‘shall
annually report to Congress the condi-
tion'of the national kehaole in enchState,
together with sueh/ sugoestions comecrn-
ing the same as he shall deem important.
Heshull also, fromivtime to time, preseribe

sueh rulesas he shall think it for the
covernment of the State aud local super-
intendents and division inspéctors in ac-
complishing the purpose of” this aet.

Ste, 1 Adwd be it further enacted,
Thit the Seevetary of the Tréasury shall
prescribe such rules; in confurmity to
Jaw, 4s shalliin’ his judgment be neces-
sy Lo provide for the payment of teach-
ers, for Jand, scheol houzes, and ‘other ob-




jects herein provided for; and may re-
quire such vouchers from-any of the offi-
cers herein provided for as may be ne-
cessary to insure security in the applica-
tmn oi monaeys so paid.

L AB Awd be’ it further enacted,
Tlut 4 direet tax of fifty millions of dols
lars is Wereby laid upon the Unifed States,
and the sameshall be proportioned among
the' States, respective 1y in the
following:

Sue., 16. And be it further engeted,
That the said tax'shall be assessed and
colleeted in the mode préscribed for the
collection of the direct tax in the forty-

fifth’ chapter of the acts of the first ses-

'sion of the thirty-seventh Congress and
the acts in addition thereto; “Pr ovided,
That the assessors and’ collectors \who are
now, or may ‘Thereafter e, charged by law
with the duty of assessing or “eolleeti ing
the internal revenue shall assess and col-
Jeet the tax herein provided, and the col-
lcetion’ districts for the assessment and
collection of the direct tax shall be the
same as are now, or may hereaftér be,
established for the astessment and collec.
tion'of sard revenue. - The dwelling house
and lot of land on which the same stands,
constituting the homestead of any hotse.
holder hcwmg* a family, and actually
owned by hxm or her, shiall be c}:emptbd
froni such tax to the va}ue of one thous-
and dollars.

If this bill becomes & law, by the same
principle Congress can supermsc your
county affuirs] and place your cot va
roads and brid, ges under the supervision
of a detailed officer'of the U. 8. engineer
corps, It can superintend the hwmw of
your levies, and appoint your JUbLlCG‘l and
constables, and fix their compensation.
If this passes there is no telling when
and where Congress will stop.

A's an instance of the determination of

these Radicals to regulate our State
affairg, I make oné more quotation, the

object of which is patent to all. On the
26th of May last, Mr. Stewart, a Radical

Senator from Navada introduced - the
following ‘amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United b’mtec 0 be known
as the Sixteenth Amendment:

Article XVI. “If any State shall fail
to maintain a common school system.
under which all persons between the ages
of five and eighteen years not incapaci-
tated for the same shall receive, free of
charge, suc}‘ o}enwntary cducation  as

- € may preseribe, the Congress
Hdve ‘power to' establish therein

manner

| candidates

such a s 'm, and cause the same to be
maintained at the expense of such State.”

This was read twice and referred to the
Judiciary Committee, where it now re-
mains, awaiting the results of the elec-
tions this fall

: Let me turn your attention now for a
short time ‘to the condition of some of
our Southern States, under Radical rule,
And T'11 first notice

LOUISIANA,

This St ate, with probably the oxcep-
tion of South (Jdrohna, has suffercd more
largely at the hands of  the party in
power than any other, The condition of
this once pmud and prosperous State, is
a disgrace to civilization, and a bummﬂ'
Qhamc 1o our country. I will not thb'
time to mention all the abuses and cor-
raption that have brought this state of
things about, but must content myself by
owuw you a few instances only.

1 know you are ali fully acquainted
with the newspaper accounts of the infa-
mies perpetrated in this State, under the
wdmm!atmmon of Durrell, (Axe) Pack-
ard, Kellogg and their lme <0 it will not
be necessary for me to oo into a detailed
account of the manrer in which they
have obtained control and are now con-
trolling that State. Indeed I could not
trespass on your time to do so, so T'll
give but a brief resume of their crimes,
There was a g general election held in this
State in l\ovunber 1872, for Governor,
Lieutenant Gove]nor &c. This election
was conducted without riot, disturbance -
orviolence, and the number of votes cast
was unusually large. The candidates for
Governor were Wm. Pitt Kellogg and
dohn McEnery. On the counting of the
votes by the proper election oflicers it
was found. that the Greeley electoral
ticket had carried the State, and that the,
fusion tickot, headed by McEnery for
Governor and a majority of the fusion
for the Legislature had also
been duly elected.  This did not suit the
carpet-baggers and cormorants ‘who had
fastoned on that poor State, like go many
leeches. A little life blood yet remained
in the almost prostrated Commonwealth,
and they determined fo extract it all.
Their motto was not “rule or ruin,” but
“yule and ruin,” or ‘bett@r reign in hell;
than serve in Heaven” But the m: \Jorl’f)
of votes was against them.. Now the
question arose, what is to be done about
it? It did not take those unprincipled
men long to find a way. The election
aws of Louisiana were framed by carpet
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age solely to promoete and cover Up
n:t'un frauds. Until the point of as-
ng and declaring the final eesult
&~ ILb:bhbd the (;rovs.rnur for the time
being, exercises almost n.rbn,rury powers.
But Governor Warmoth was about to
zive certificates to the parties regularly
.la,(te.d and it wouldn't do to trust his
Board. SHo they organized a bogus
Board, with one John Lynch at the head
of i, known as the “Lynch Board,” ‘and
thruugh their instrumentality, doctored
the election veturns and, assisted by
thousands of false affidavits, furnished
by Sypher, Boyee, and others, set nside
the will and vote of the people, declared
Kelloge elected Governor, and gave the
electoral vote of the bt‘lts‘ to Gen. Grant.
Although the returns showed that
McEnery was solected by some 8,000
votes, yet thiz “Lynch Board” returned
the majority of I\v]luws.{ at 18,000, But
this was not all. The Mc¢Enery govern-
ment, s it was called, having been le-
zally elected, and btsln'r dUm:I to take
anLPUl of the State, lhl_y found it neces-
sury to connferact this movein SOME Way.
Ho they found a willing tool in Judge
Durell” of the Federal Court, in New
Orleans.  This judge, mt.hout a shadow
ot jurisdiction, at a late hour i night
out of court, at his private residence,
jssued an order and stopped the Me F'm_r'y
Legislature from convening and organ-
ing, and organized the Kelloge Legis-
luture by a Drandamus and llJJLlIh.,f.l(Jll
And he did this by the uid of foderal
bayonets; and that Kelloge government
ia to-day supported and kept in power by
United States troops.  The Kelloge gov-
ernment rests to-day, not upon the ascer-
tained result of the clection, but upon a
canvass confessed to be fraudunlent and
voud, and the support given to it by the
federal government.

And now a few words as fo the manner
in which the bogus “Lynch Board"” ascer-
tained the result of the election. The
Warmoth Board huaving possession of
the legal veturng, the Lynch Board was
compelled to lake whatever irreguluy
returns it could g¢#. Upon the plea
that the votes of a large number of ne-
groes had been ul‘Li-.mT they called for

3 athd‘l\lt': of the fact, and they were
supplied with thousands, signed by o
mark, and with ballots 'attached. The
man who performed this delightful and
delicate duty of furnishing affidavits, was
one Cuaptain Js from whose sworn
testimony. given efore the Con oressio;

agoers,

@, c"

B

Hes,

Investigating Committee, I will read
you o few extractz, In answer to ques-
tivns by the following gentlemen he gave
the following answers:

Witness issued about 500 duplicate
registration papers after the registration
closed; on theday of election issued about
150 more; wernt to New Orleans after
the election and then returned to sign
affidavils; signed the names of 300 per-
sons to the affidavits,

By Mr. Carpenter—Iid not sign them
in the presence of the parties; they aun-
thorized him to blu;u

By Governor Warmoth—Signed 1,314
affiduvits in all; took the names of all
but. 300 from !.hﬂ poll list; the Commis-
sioner signed the atfidavits in blank,

Ly Mr. Carpenter—Signed 1,000 names
to 1,000 affidavits; many of the names
were men of straw; can’t tell how man
names of existing' persons he signed;
presume he signed 150 names of existing
parties without authority; did not know
that it was forgery.

My Mr. Morton—=Got the affidavits
from General Sypher; signed them in
New Orleans; got the 300 names by go-
ing from plantation to plantation; some
said - that they could not vole beeause
there was such a crowd at the polls; oth-.
ers that the polls were from ten to thirty-
five miles off, and they could not go to
them; United States Murshall Prescott
said Lo the men, aftering the reading of
the affidavivt, “You swear;” on the 10th
of December received a letter from Sy-
pher telling him to:fetch down all the
affidavits yuu have got, the General is
400 short; gave the affidavits to Mr.
Bovee, who said, “Jaques, you're a hell
of a fellow;” witness answered that he
could get more by ten o'clock in the
morning; told the General and Captain
Sypher about the way the afdais were
got and they approved it; General Sypher
asked how many names were on the book;
I {witness) answered 4,000; told him to
got 3,600 affidavits; the day before Sy-
pher went to Washington he told wituess
to gel at least 1,200 affidavits and as
many wore as he could; when Sypher.
returned, he said he had done well; in
‘868 and 1870, at the polls, names were
put on the registration lists for the pur-
pose of electing Sypher; the parish was
Democeratic, it was commen talk in the
Custom house after the recent election
that it did not make any difference how
the election went, cnough aflidavits could
i be got to elect the ticket.

v



By Mr. Carpenter—The aflidavits were
printed fen or fifteen days before the
election. (Exhibited a copy of alfidavits
signed by Prescottin blank.)

By Mr. Trambull—Had about 2,000
such aflidavits; they were signed at wit-
nesse’s houze in New Orleans,

By Mr. Morton—Had no official stu-
tion at that time; received no compensu-
tion for hiz work; had been in the Cus-
tom house, and Sypher and Casey prom-
ised to reinstate him; got $150 to pay for
the boat he used from Svpher; it was the
same boat used by the Republican Com-
mittee for party purposes,

Not satistied with these forged aflida-
vits the Liynch Board went to work to
doctor the returns, such as they could
get, and this is o swnple of how they
did it:

In the parvish of Roessier the returns
showed that MeEnry had 953 votes and
Kellogg 555, By their ciphering they
gave Kellogg 1,159 votes, and MeHnory
none. In the parish of Natchitochesthe
returns showed that MeEnry had 1,250,
and Kelloge had 550.  They eciphered
again, and 10! and behold! Kelloge had
1,206 votes and McEnry—none, Was
there ever such arithmeticions?  Yet
this board is not satisfied with even this
nice way of electing their men. For, as
the testimony in this case shows, the
Board, not satisfied with the duplicate re-
turns obtained from the United States
officials; not satisfied with forged affida-
vits; not satisfied with newspaper ae-
counts (which they used); made an esti-
mate based on their (the Board's) knowl-
adge of the political complexion of the
country, as to what the vote onghtfo have
been, if it had been fair, and counted it ac-
cordingly.

And yet in spite of all these facts be-
ing proven; in spite of the fact that the
Republican  Committee of Cougress,
headed by Governor Morton, as chair-
man, reported unanimonsly that Melnry
received 7,000 majority, Kelloge, who was
given control of that State by Durells
midnight order, has heen sustained in
his revolutionary proceedings by the
eeneral government and a Republican
Congress. And he iz to-day sustained
and kept in Fower by Federal bayonets.
The taxes of this State are about 54.75
on the $100 valuation. Thisis necessary
in order to give the party reigning money
to pay their tools and their own salaries,
some of which are enormous—one official
receiving over $100,000 per annum, and
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several others from 330,000 to $50,000.
The expenses of the Legislature alone for
one year including printing, amounted
to over 31,000,000.  But T must hurry
on to other subjects, although T have not
said a tithe scarcely of what could be
said on these two matters alone.  Bub T
cannot leave this branch without refer-
ing briefly to another State in the South,
scarcely less oppressed than Louisians,
L refer to £

SOUTH CAROLIN A.

I hardly have patience to state the
transactions of the black and white
scoundrels who are robbing the oppressed
people of this State. The condition of
this State is without parallel in  the his-
tory of America or any other civilized
government. There are men: in public
positions who eannot read or write, nor
even sign their names, and have but lit-
tle more conception of their duties than
a hog of the botanical properties of the
plants and shrubs he roots up.  And this
12 the rule, not the exeception. The
whole government of this much to be
pitied State is the most stupenduous faree
in the world.  That it i= permitted to ex-
ist is & sin, o shame and a disgrace,

The Governor (what a misnomer?) of
this State is & man named Moses, To
show youhow he manages the affairs ol
one of the sovereign States of the nation,
I will give you an instance of his finan-
cial ability. He lately had occasion to
raise  $6,000 to help one of his news-
paper organs,  As the State treasury was
in its usnal state of emptiness, he had to
have reconrseto other sources. e, there-
fore, appointed an ignorant negro youth
tax collector for Chrangeburs county.
After his collector had gathered up the
$6,000 Moscs save one Hambright an
order forit. The ignorant negro think-
ing that the Governor, like Kings, could
do no wrong, cashed the order and re-
turned it to the State Treasurer as a
voucher,  The Treasurer would not take
it, and the boy was turned out of office,
his misssion being accomplished. His
bond being worthless, the tax payers lost
the money. This is the transaction for
which Moses was indicted in Orangeburg
county. The indictment was quashed
in due time, however, the judge holding
that the Governor could not be arrested
for any crime until after he had been im-
peached by the Legislatore. If the
erimie had been murder instead of rob-
bery, the decision would doubtless have
been the same. And yet this man Moses,
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who has done this, not to mention a hun-
dred things that were worse, is a candi-
date for re-election, with every prospect
of endorsement by his party. And this is
a sample of Republican rule in the
South.” This is what the great Republi-
canfparty, the advocate of the civil rights
bill, mixed schools and negro supremacy,
the party of “great moral ideas,” has
done for a Southern State where its
Power was supreme. Oh, shame! where
18 thy blush!

The Comptroller-General of South
Carolina in his official report states the
astounding fact that for default in the
payment of taxes in that State alone,
268,628 acres of land were forfeited to
the State, In the county of Branfort
alone, out of 2,300 farms 700 were for-
feited to the State-during the last year for
taxes which the owners could not pay.
The history of the world shows no such
monstrous rate of taxation and increase
of public debt all the time, as that of this
State. It would ruin or destroy any peo-
ple on earth.

To give you an instance of the amount
of legal wisdom these judges bring to
bear in their decisions, I will relate a
couple of instances:

A darkey had killed a woman. Tt
turned out in the evidence that he killed
her in attempting to commit rape. The
darkey had been indicted, as is custo-
mary, for murder in the first degree.
The judge, another darkey, however, in-
structed the jury to bring in a verdict of
‘not guilty,” and assigned as a reason
that the prisoner killed the woman in at-
tempting to commit a rape, hence the
motive was not murder, and as it was a
woman he killed, he could not be found
guilty of manslaughter.

Another: A white man bought a
piece of land. The deed reecited the
usual clause, “do hereby grant to A. B,
his heirs, assigns, &c.” * The white man
died and his heirs sold the property to a
third party. In the meantime a negro
squatted on the land. Suit was brought
in ejectment to obtain possession of the
land. The Socrates of wisdom, a negro
Judge, decided asthe man to  whom it
was originally deeded and his heirs and
their assigns had all had the land in turn,
the provisions of the bill were fulfilled,
the title had run out, and the negro
squatter was entitled to possession and
so decreed.

The treasury of this state is worse than
bankrupt. The people are financially

ruined, and heartbroken, and unless they
obtain relief, all who can, must abandon
their homes. And yot this man Moses
and his government is called Republican
andis upheld by the general govern-
ment.

As an instance of the manner in which
Gov, Moses retains his position, and keeps
himself in office, I quote from a Charles-
ton paper:

‘The Charleston News and Courier has
collected a list of all the conviets par-
doned, and it amounts during a period of
only 19 months to the astonishing num-
ber of 421. Besides these there were 25
or 30 others who were pardoned in a
batch, and no record was made of the
performance. Of the 421, 21 had been
convicted and sentenced for murder, 25
for manslaughter, 16 for rape, 5 for in--
fanticide, 33 for burglary, 24 for arson,
12 for malfeasance in office, and the rest
for less henious crimes. Hvery county
official who has been senteneed for mal-
feasance in office has been pardoned.

Now, let us glance at the way the Re-
publicans manage elections in “one other
Southern State, I refer to

ALABAMA.

In 1872 an United States Senator was
to be elected from this State. The Leg-
islature was elected that fall, and it was
found that the Democracy would have
two mojority on joint ballot. Now see
how nicely our Republican friends, hav-
ing control. of the Courts, worked this
matter. On their way to attend the ses-
sion of the Legislature, three Democratic
members were arrested on the plea of
making fraudulent returns. They offer-
ed any amount of bail, but it was refused.

Thisgave the Republicans a majority
of one in the Legislature, and they mot
and organized and declared the seats of
these three members vacant. Then,while
these parties were being kept in con-
finement by a radical judge, they elected
a_ Republican—Mr. Spencer—to the
United States Senate, 4nd a Radical Con-
gress recognized this proceeding and he
retains his seat to-day.

And so I might mention in detail
every Southern State, with which the
Radicals have anything to do. If I had
a week at my command T could not men-

tion in detail the many instances of

fraud, criminal management and direct
robbery with which Republican officials
have been charged, and, in numerous in-
stances, although proven guilty, retained
i office, so I'll have tp advert briefly
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only to some of the most glaring cuses.
And first and foremost of these comes
the

CREDIT MOBILIER.

This whole business from first to last
has been foul with corruption. The
Credit Mobilier, in brief, was a combina-
tion entered into by Thos. Durant, Oakes
Ames and others, under a charter from
the United States, by means of which
they were enabled to rob the freasury of
millions of dollars, in the building of the
Union Pacific railroad. "Twas a wheel
within a wheel. This is not the way they
define their combination, but it amounts
to this after all. The workings of this
company may be better understood, per-
Tiape, by supposing that five of’ you gen-
tlemen enter into partnership, and the
partnership business needs a manufactory
of some kind, Three of you—a majority
—enter into an outside partnership to
build the manufactory in order to reap
the profits of the transaction, and then,
by virtue of your being in the majority
in the original partnership, let the con-
tract in the name of that partnership to
the outside partnership. This was the
nature of the Credit Mobilier ring. A
number of gentlemen became stockhold-
ers of the Union Pacific railroad, and
obtained from Congress large grants of
lands, United States bonds, and bonds
guaranteed by the United States to aid
in its constriction. Then a number of
these same stockholders formed an out-
side arrangement to contract for the
puilding of the road under the name of
uThe Credit Mobilier of America.”
Then these same men as stockholders of
the Union Pacifie railroad, contracted fo
build the road and at a price enormously
alove the just cost of the work. Don't
you see what a nice liftle arrangement
it was. Thus these men, with scarcely
any means at their command, were en-
abled to construct over a thousand miles
of railroad, at the expense of the public
treasury, and in the doing so, make them-
selves immensely rich at the same time.
Things went along swimmingly for a
while, until these greedy cormorants con-
cluded that they were not making enough
oney in the fransaction. So, in order
to get Congress to pass such a bill as
would enable them to have control of
more money, and, consequently have
more to put in their own pockets, Ounkes
Ames, who had gotten to be a kind of
“head-quarter,” commenced distributing

Credit. Mobilier stock to the members of
Congress and prominent officials. The
newspapers commenced to hint of bribery,
frand, &e.; then became more open in
their charges and named such men as
Colfax, Henry Wilson, Blaine, Dawes,
TLogan Harlan, Bingham, Kelley, Sco-
field, P atterson, &e., all bright and shining
lights on the walls of Republicanism, as
being implicated by receiving bribes in
the shape of stock for Ames. Thencame
an investigating committee and conse-
quent exposure, one of the most dis-
graceful ever known in the history of
dishonest legislation. :
And although when this expesure oc-
curred these parties hastened to disgorge
and explain, yet the fact that they re-
ceived the stock remains, and there is no
manner of question or doubt that if’ no
law suit had been commenced, if no quar-
rel had taken place between the mem-
bers of the “ring,” every dollar of the
Credit Mobilier stock placed by Oakes
Ames would have remained in the pock-
ets of the Congressmen to whom it was
assigned. Nothing these parties can
ever say or do will cover up the fact that
they were tempted by the offer of Oakes
Ames and the prospect of large pecuniary
advantages to %ctray their trust as repre-
sentatives of the people.
SANBORN-JAYNE.

Béfore leaving this branch of my re-
marks, I must pay my compliments to
Ben. Butler's protege, one John D. San-
born. In the general appropriation bill
approved by President Grant on May 8th,
1872, there was smuggled in a section
which authorized the Secretary of the
Treasury to employ not more than three
persons to essist the proper officers of
the government in discovering and col-
lecting any money belonging to the
United States, whenever the same shall
be withheld by any person or corpora-
tion, upon such terms and conditions as
he shall deem best for the United States.
This was tacked on in the Senate by
Frederick A. Sawyer, then a Senator
from South Carolina, afterwards Assist-
ant Sccretary of the Treasury, and
fathered and pushed through in the
House by Ben. F. Butler- This very
same act and indeed the same elause of
the act appropriated $4,800,000 for the
pay of the regular assessors and collect-
ors, whose duty it was to dizcover and
collect these very same moneys. It may
be noted here as 4 singular coineidence,
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that this very same Mr.Sawyer was after-
wards placed in a position to further this
measure by being appointed Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury. You will
also see that the power of the Secretary
was unlimited as to the moiety he might
choose to pay these agents; he could pay
them one per cent. or one hundred per
cent. as he might choose. And here it
might again be noticed, as another singu-
lar coincidence, that shortly after the
passage of this act, & contract was enter-
ed into between Mr. Boutwell, the then
Secretary of the Treasury, and John D.
Sanborn, by which agreement Sanborn
was to receive one-half of all moneys
collected by him. The coincidence con-
sists in the fact that Sanborn was a spe-
cial protege of Butler, who fathered the
measure™in the House having been a spy
for him during the war. This all looks
very much as if there was a Credit Mo-
bilier in this affair, in which the princi-
pal officers of the Treasury Department
and some prominent Congressmen were
stockholders. :

Thus for doing that whieh it was the
sworn duty of the assessors and collect-
ors of the Government to do, and for
which they are paid regular salaries, this
man Sanborn and his cohorts, Jayne and
others, received within three years in the
neighborhood of $1,500,000. This is
what is known to have been paid them.
There is no telling how much has been
collected by these men and pocketed,
without any return whatever having
been made to the Treasury Department.

The customny seems to have been for
Sanborn to receive the money and trans-
mit it to Washington at his convenience.
He gave no receipts; he was not under
bonds; and neither the Government or
anybody else had the slightest guarantee
of his fidelity.

These facts show that the offense of
the Treasury Department has been de-|
liberate, and they lead almost irresistibly
fo the conclusion that Sanborn has had a
corrupt understanding with some person
or persons in high official position. The
Secretary of the Treasury gave the U.S.
Collectors and Assessors explicit and re-
peated orders to give these men the use
of their books and all the assistance in
their power, and prohibited them from
interfering in any way in any cases
which Sanborn & Co. selected for them-
selves. And when they mneceded legal
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favor. And it is hinted that the ex-
posure of these frauds is what caused our
Republican friends, Mr. Richardson, Sec-
retary, Mr. Sawyer, Assistant Seccretary,
and Mr. Banfield, Solicitor, to resign
their respective positions. ‘
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

If T had time I would like to present
to you in detail the mismanagement and
corruption existing among the Republi-
can officials of the city of Washington,
as shown in the trial before the Commit-
tee of Congress last winter to investigate
the affairs of the Distriet of Columbia.
It is suflicient to say that that investiga-
tion brought to light so many rings and
jobs and so much mismanagement and
corruption that Congress abolished the
whole district'government, and provided
for the appointment of three commis-
sioners to settle up the affairs, g

And yet in the face of all the proof
against Governor Shepherd, President
Grant—who never deserts this class of
men—appoints Governor Shepherd chief
of the commission to settle up his own
mismanaged affairs. 1t is proper to add,
However, that the Senate properly and
promptly rejected the nomination,

Another instance and T will leave this
point. Whilst the investigation was
going on, a Mr. Cluss, who was engineer
of the Washington Board of Publie
‘Works, was summoned before the com-
mittee to give testimony. His testimony
implicated in fraundulent transactions
men  who are known to be President
Grant’s intimate friends and associates.
The committee wanted him to produce
some papers from his office pertinent to
the investigation, and set a time, a day or
two later than his examination for him
to do so. Shepherd & Co. in the mean-
time met and passed resolutions denouncs
ing Mr. Cluss as a perjurer, and demand-
ing of the President his removal. Well,
he was removed, and when the day came
for his further investigation, he had to
inform the committee that he was no
longer engineer, and so had no access to
the papers they demanded.

G ERAL HOWARD.

The Secretary of War in a letter to
Congressdated December 4, 1873, charged
General 0. O. Howard, who had charge
of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen
and Abandoned Land, with being charged
with the sum of %278 573.66, for which he

advice, the Solicitor of the Treasury was
slways ready to construe the law in their

had filed no vouchers or made no return.
The Seeretarysavs:  “In one item, stated
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.
at upwards of 2127,000 not accounted
for, it will be seen that accounts cannot
be produced, and no attempt to prove
what has become of the monev.”  Of the
whole amount one item of 23588830
was elaimed by colored claimants, who
allege that they have not been paid their
bounty pay, although the records of the
Treasury Department show settlement of
the claims, and vouchers have been filed
by the Bureau as evidence of the pay-
ment.

General Holt, who published an arvticle
eriticising the rulings of the court mar-
tial seleeted to try Gen. Howard's case,
says that the evidence shows that £8 000, -
000 have failed to 1each the rightful
claimants,

Yet, despite all this, President Grant
a=signed Gen. Howard to the eommand
of the Department of Columbia, head-
quarters at Portland, Oregon,

PUBLIC LANDS.

The following is the disposition of the
public domain thus far appropeiated for
all purposes by the General Government:

Aeres,
Siales for cash to actual settlers,... 50,204
Hales for eash to all other persons, 80,

Total cash sales....................,... 160,588 000
Donations to individuals:

For military service, and not as-

3,000,000
70,000,000

i
To individuals, hemghalf—‘ht‘(
serip, and assigned toothers un-

¥ £

Lawinlly.....ooorninns 713,652
To homestead settlers.... . 13,900,780
To States: ?
Swamp and overflowed lands...... 60,000,000
Agrienltural college grants.... o B510,000
sixteenth and thirty-sixth see-
tions for schools, .. wovineenss GE066,802
To aid internal imp; nen ts,
but in some eases diverted io
rehool purposes...... Ll e TS . 18,669,671
To railroads:
D5 o e R S T e « 0,000,000

L S0 000, 000
Total donations.. ... 300,801,855
Aggregate sales and donations.401,450,855

PUBLIC LANDS YET REMAINING.
The amount of public lands unsold and
unappropriated on June 30, 1860, exclu-
sive of Alaska, was 1,018,202,609 acres,
from which should be deducted the grant

to the Texas Pacific road, 21,000,000

acres. Balance of public domain now

unappropriated, 997,202,609 acres. It
would not be gafe to estimate the portion
of this land fit for eultivation at more
than one third of the whole, This would
leave of public lands suitable for homes

Transcontinental and branelies

(yet unsold and unappropriated 352,869
acres, the best portions of which are re-
served for Indians.  The other two-thirds
are either grazivg or inining lands or
deserts.

It will be scen from the above thut
fully one-third of the public Tunds have
been given to private parties or railvoads.
HOW THE SOUTHERN STATES HAVE BEEN

ROBBED.

As w sumple of the economical man-

ner in which Republicans mismanage the

affairs of the Southern States, in which
they have had full and complete control,
I submit & statement which is authentie,
showing the frightful manner in which
the public debt of the States names, have
increased.  And it must be remembered
that the valuation of the property liable
for this debt, has decreased lnrgely.  The
statemoent iz as follow
ATABAMA,

Debt. and Habilities, July 1,

IBBL, ot et ot e 000,651 87
Present indebtedness, actual

and  contingent, ineluding

railread bonds.,, . e, 38,381,967 37

Inerease nnder Radieal rule 832,442,318 -
AHKANSAS,

and linbilities in 1861
 tiebt and  liabilit
al and contingent, in-

il and levee
wrasssiastpeeesnsnsssnass 105 001,265

=
&

§4,030,951

act@s
clutling railrc
bonds ...

62

Inerease nnder Radical rule.$15,724,312 75
FLORIDA.

Debt in 1860.........00nennnnn. e B221,000 00

Present debt, ineluding rail-

road houds, issued and au-

thorized ,

15,765,447 55

Inerease under Radical rule s, 2,447 54
GEORGTA.
Debt and liabilities in 1860,
1 s e Tl Sl  $3,000,000 00
Present debt and liabilities, |
Including raflroad bonds, is-
sued and authorized, deduet-
Ing E6000,000 deemed fraud-
ulent vernnasinnnn. S 187 500 (0

Increase under Radical rule.§41,137,500 00

TOUTSIANA.
Debts and liabilities, January

I, 1861.... v 108,074 34
Debts i : 1
173 R R e e 41,194,473 91

Inerease under Radical rule.$31,095,399 57
The excess of expenditures over re-
ceipts in this State for the year 1871
amounted to $9,345,733. ,
NORTH CARGLINA,

Debts and liabilities July 1, 1861 F9,698,500 ()
Present debts and liabilities..., 34,887,467 85

Inerease under Radieal rule.$25,187.967 85
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BEOUTH CAROLINA,

Debt in 1861, approximate.. ... SHHO0000 00
Dehi in lhrl, including Tionds
to railroqds, and bondsin dis—

pute as frandulent. o, 108014 47

Inerease under Radieal rale, -ﬁoa,l)ﬁ 14 47

MISSISSIPPIL.

T 186, o debt, 3
Debt ineurred under Radical
ritle; Jannary L1870 $1,706,4971 B0

TENNESSEE,

Debis and liabilit Vetober,
1861 Y'f"{] 105,66 66

Dehts and liabilibi 8, .I.mua.l;, 3
1871, eeeeee 49,688,265 16

Inerease under Radieal rale. 525,582,656 80

TEXAS.

In 1861, no debt.
Presentdebtand liabilities, in-
ecurred under Hadieal rule,

including railroad buud~= P'-- :
timated ... G SLT 00000

ey

RECAPITULATION OF ROBEBERY,

Alabaniaa..
Avlzansas..
Florida
Goeorgin....
Louisiana.
North Carolina
South Caroling
Mississippi..

Tennesses
PRk i iah s R ULIL) 000 00
Total ‘S‘le),{iﬁBAS'E 78

GREAT INCREASE OF THHE L PENSES OF
THE GOVERNMENT.

As o matter of interest, and to show
the extraordinary manner in which the
expenses u[ the government have in-
creased, T have ple}mwd the following
L.lb]l‘ whn.h shows the net ordinary ex-
;wnd:Lm'oa from 1792 to the present time,

taking every decade as an average.
l‘hnac expenditures do not inelude the
public debt or its interest. The table is
offeinl, and is as follows:

$1,877903 63

124,13

L 376,90 09

e 60,010,062 ,)8

164,658,273 81

w7 ISA‘-MR 636 90

I have alzso prepaved a table giving a

* summury and comparative statement of
expenditures in the several branches of

Jhr

the public cervice named in the fiscal
vears 1868 and 1878, respectively:

; Johnson | Grant
Braneh of Service. | President | Presidend
1868 1878

| 7
|
Postotice.. §22,730,602 | $20,084 944
Indiate i e ‘1.'.i>iﬁ 255 7,061,704
Naval .. 1h,.,.~1.‘£ 244 15,246, 7.’5—%
Cloast Survey 435,700 sal,
e i 373,252 1,128,000
Genoral s
13,200 414,135
Ty ?3.}, & 3,826,151
Hab-Treasary 240,113 413, 1
Miseellaneous -'Jo‘Ui“f ST TaA28,110
Totali, 97,924,708 | $135,576,507

The number of employeés borne upon
the eivil list of the United States has
almest doubled sinee 1860, = I submit a
tablo compiled from what is known as
the “ Blue Bool,” or the Official Registor
of the United States, which is issued

once every two years. The table is as

follows:
R e e s it iar erw e Ear o4 saivres srssaneras 25037
186] i(iUl'J

An inerease in the last two ‘)u;rs of
twenty odd thousand.

This list does not include the laborers
and gendral employees, but the eivil list
propﬂr. To give you some idea of the
manner in which this list iz almost daily
added to, I will give you one instance
which will serve as a sample for a great
many cases. There arve five engineers
regularly employed fo run the stationary
engine that heats the Senate chamber, at
salaries ranging from $1,5600 to 52,500 per
annum, when qu, at ffg.rth(,st could do
all that is necegsary. The fifth one hap-
pened to be employed in this way: He
had rendered some political service to a

tepublican Senater, and came to Wash-
in -vton to be rewarded with an office,
Lpon looking around, he found there
were. four engineers to do the work above
statec. This_seemed enzy work and so

he asked his friend, the Senator, to se-

cure him a position in that mrps and it
was gecordingly done,
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$22,750,592. 65
:neral

estimates the cost wh... ..., 83,929,912 00
1t will be observed that in 1868 less
than $28,000,000 were sufficient, while for
the present year nearly $34,000,000 are
required—an increase,of one-half. And
this in the face of the allegation of the
Postmaster General, that the abolition of
the franking privilege would save sev-
era! million dollars in the expengses of
his department. And yet he asks near-
ly five million dollars more for this year
than he expended in 1878, before  the
franking privilege was abolished. This
is economy in the wrong direction.

1t is true that the Republican party
claims great glory for the abolition of
the “franking privilege,” but yet they
have a system of “official stamps,” which
is used, or rather abused, in the same way
as the franking privilege. I have Re-
publican authority for this. Senator
Lewis, the Republican Senator from Vir-
ginia, in a discussion on a proposition to
allow the members to send free public
documents to their constituents, made
the following statement, which I quote
from the Globe:

“Mr. Lewis—Allow me to make a
suggestion to the Senater from -Missis-
sippi. He says the franking privilege
was abused in the franking of political
documents. I say that abuse has not
been abolished yet. I have now in my
room plenty of documents, not on gov-
ernment business, but electioneering doc-
uments, franked with the official stamp
upon them by officers of the govern-
ment.” ' !

EXPENSE OF GRANT AT THE WHITE

HOUSE, COMPARED WITH OTHRR PRESI-
" DENTS. :

The following summary of expendi-
tures, which extends over three-quarters
of acentury, shows the enormous out-
lay for keeping up the Presidential Man-
sion, and therate of “progress” for that
time. During’Mr. Buchanan’s administra-
tion the cost™ was $94,900, while under
General Grant it has reached $323,834.
The items are classified under the namoes
of furniture, repairs, fuel, .attendants,
grounds and greenhouse, fences, stables,
and contingent expenses, but, if thorough-
ly sifted, they would be found to cover
more domestic objects. That money can
be thus illegally diverted has been shown
by the erection of the President’s stables
(costing some $40,000) out of the appro-

| priation made for the new Department of
the State. The secretaries and clerks of
the President are not ineluded in this
list:

Fepended on
White House.
$ 14,000

Administrations.
John Adams, 1797-1800,

Jefferson, 1801-180¢ 14,000
Madison, 1809-181¢ 43,000
Monroe, 1818-182 25,000
J. Q. Adams, 182 30,000
Jackson, 1820-1836... 71,160
Van Buren, 1837-1840 39,240
Harrison and Tyler, 1841-18 18,360
Polk, 1845-1848.. 35,038
Taylor and Fil 37,265
Pierce, 1853-1848...... 100,623
Buchanan, 1857-186f 94,900
Lincoln, 1861-1864. 108,733
Johnson, 1865-1868 4,5

Grant, 1869-1872 323,

DEFALCATIONS.

he number of defaulters can scarcely
be computed, and the ameunts stolen and
due the government runs up into the
hundred millions. I ean only-mention a
few prominent ones.

m
Sk

Major J. L. Hodges, Army Pay-

master. $ 473,939 27
Joshua F. Y, rns eve-

nue Collector, New York......... 1,140,000 00
Frank Soule, Internal Revenue

Depattment.......c.oaiiin i, 1,544,710 00

Sheridan Shook,Collector of In- %
ternal Revenue........ovsneiienatins 1,043,647 00

I mention these four because they have
been prominently mentioned in public
prints. - Hodges lost his amount in stoek
and real estate speculation; was tried and
sentenced to ten years imprisonment, but
was promptly pardoned out by Gen.
Grant. Bailey had Geo. Opdyke and
Henry Clews on his bond, and, although
they are wealthy and amply able torefund
the amount of the defaleation, yet no
suit has been ingtituted to recover it.
Shook was Collector in the timeof Presi-
dent Lincoln, and then became a defaul-
ter to the amount of néarly half a mil-
lion of dollars, and although still. a de-
faulter, he was reappointed to that im-
portant position by President Grant, and
again became a defaulter for about  the
same amount. After this second defalea-
tion he fled the country.

Last winter I introduced into the
Senate a resolution for the purpose of as-
certaining the number of delinquent
Federal office holders, and the amount
of their delinquencies, and the probabili-
ties of recovering any part of it. The
resolution was referred to the Committee
on Finance, and after keeping it for some
time they reported it back, with the re-
commendation that it do not pass, and
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stating for a vemson therefor, that it
would take six months time and cost §75,-
000 to obtain the desired information. So
vou can form some idea from this report
of the immense number of defaulters
there must be, and the vast amount of
money they must have taken.

1 have given figures both as to the ex-
penge of the Government, and these de-
faulters, with but little comment, for the
reason, that the facts and figures speak
so plainly for themselves, but little com-
ment is needed.

FINANUCES,

The financial policy of Gen. Grant and
the Republican party is driving nearly all
the specieout of the country. As a mal-
ter of public interest, I append a state-
ment of the exports of specie [rom the
port of New York to foreign ports since
January 1, for the period of 23 years:
332,819, 1831862 ...
- 36,062,609 1861

189 . roikn e

citenone s 3,504,372
L BonNTH

30,618,

23,824,265
President Grant under date of June 4,

1874, in his letter Lo Senator Jones, says:

@ Fipst: 1 would like to sea the legal
tender elauze, socalled, repealed; the re-
peal to take effect at a future time, say
July 1st, 1875; this would cause all con-
tracts made after that date, for wages,
sales, ete,, to beestimated in coin. It
would correct our notions of values. The
specie dollar would be the only dollar
known as the measure of equivalents.

When debts afterward contracted were
paid in eurrency, instead of calling the
paper dollar & dollar and quoting gold al
so much premium, we should think and
speak of paper ab so much discount; this
alone would aid greatly in bringing the
‘two currencies nearer together at par.

uQeconid: 1 would like to see a pro-
vision that ata fixed day, say July 1, 1876,
the eurrency issued by the United States
should be redeemed in coin on presenta-
tion to any assistantant treasurer, and
that all the curreney so redeemed should
he cancelled and never reissned. To ef-
fect this it would be necessary to author-
ize the issue of bonds payable in gold,

53 Tender would be repealed, &e.

bearing such interest as wonld command
parin gold, to be put out by the Treasury
only in snch sums as should from time to
time be needed for the purpose of re-
demption,

#Such legislation would insure a return
tozound finaneial principles in two years
and would in my judgement work less
hardship to the debtor interest, than is
likely to come from putting off the day
ot final reckoning. Provided that from
and after the dafe fixed for redemtion,
1o bills, whether of national banks or of
the United States, returned to the treas-
ury to be exchanged for new hbills, should
be replaced by bills of less denomination
than $10, and that in one year after re-
sumption all bills of less than $5 should be
withdrawn from cireulation; and in two
years all bills of less than $10 should be
withdrawn.”

It will be seen that the President
thought that by July next the Legal
This
would make all debts then owing, wheth-
er due or not, payable in gold, and all
business thereafter done in coin also.
The President would follow this up by

4| ealling in bank notes under the denomi-

nation of five dollars, and in less than
two years by callling in, and prohibiting
the use of bauk notes of a less denomina-
tion than ten dollars.  The repeal of the
Logal Tender Act, and the withdrawl of
all bank notes under ten dollars would
bring digtress and ruin upon the country
and people generally.  “While this policy
would greatly increase the wealth of the
bond and coin holder, it would decrease
the value of articles of trade or use, so
that the dollar in gold or bond would
buy perhaps twice as much as now.
Those owing debts would consequently,
have a hard time to pay them. On the
other hand, as opposed to General Grant's
policy, we lind leading Republicans in
the West and South, such as Senators
Morton, Logan, Ferry, (of Michigan,)
&e., saying “more paper money and no
time named to redeem.” 5o you see, the
Republicans, as a party, have no fixed
policy on finances. The great majority
of the Demoerats,myself among the num-
ber, say, pay less interest to the bond
holders, and make banking free to all.
Lot the business and incerease of the
country bring the greenbacks and gold
gradually together, and specie payrents
will s0on necessarily follow.
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THE DISCRIMINATIONE MADE BY THE

} GEOERAL GOVERVMENT AGAINST THE
SOUTHERN BORDER AND WESTHERN
STATES, AND INFAVOROF THE MIDDLE
AND NEW ENGLAND STATES,

The revenue collected by the United
States for the fiscal year u:dllwr June 30,
1873, was:

From imports or enstom du-
ties.. e rasa LH188,080,521 T
From Intarnal revenue. e JIE,7200814 14
From eirenlation of national
banks 850,087 67
From miscellaneous sources.., 25280330 66

Tatal receiptsiforitheyear end-
ing June 30, o S S i,f%,.!l}l 67
1t will be seen from the above that more

than one-third of the entire revenue of the

government is collecte directly from the
people. This is so arranged by a Republi-

CaT (,nngmsh and administration that but

little is collected from the Hastern or

New England States, but the most of it

is collected from the Southern, Border and

Western Stades., I will ;_lve you a few

examples to show the unjust manner in

which the internal revenue is collected
frem the Border and Western States,
while the Northern and New E urfLmd

Htates are favored, not only in the Iwy

ing of the internal revenue, but in the

protection of her manufactories at the
expense of the Southern and Western

States.

During the last fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1873, West Virgin-
ia paid in internal revenue to
the United States, ..o §

Maine and Vermont, both Re- *

publican and l\ew England
States, paid DOb.....e.s..

440,661 54

cemesens 200,556 43
Excess over both States...........8 159,106 14
West Virginia has paid into the

United States t.reasu_ry since

1863 6,607,021 50

Another cxampla is as follows:

Virginia paid in internel reve-
TG 188L FOIE . ceie s incasemsicensece T 443,709 20
All the six States nf New
England paid..... v 0:070,504 18

Excess over the whole of New
England 1,868,245 16

Ohio and Illinois paid nearly as much
internal revenue as the whole of New
England, and the two great states of New
York and Pennsylvania combined.

This shows eonclusively that large du-
ties are laid upon imports to favor the
North and especially New HEngland and
her manufactories, but when internal
revenue isto be raised, it is so levied asto

and but a =mall amount from the North.
We are taxed Lo favor New Erigland
manufactories by way of duties on -
ports, making every manufactured article
we use cost us un average of 83 per cent
more than they would but for the tariff
on imports. This is unjust to the South
and West, and ought-to be remedied.
GENERAT GRANT.

T would hardly be becoming in me to
close this part of my remarks without
muking some mention of President Grant,
I will not be so discourteous, even it the
National Republican Committee in their
late address, did slight him. One of the
ereat objections to Presidont Grant and
his administration is their dangerous ten-
dency towards Centralization.

The whole drift of things, in every
department of the (mvurnuwnt under
the present administration, is towal(L
centralization. Todo wh:l.t-s: ever a Pres-
ident or a Congress will, is becoming
practically, the supreme law of the land.
It is fatal to loeal self-government, and
the supremacy of the people. It iz eul-
culated, and unless changed its end will
be to subvert all the powers and forees of
the Government to the control of one
man. Isthis to be the end of our repub-
lican form of government? Was it for
this the Revolution was brought aboutl by
our forefathers?

As a proof of the tendency of the
present administration towards central-
ization I have but to eall your sattention
to its interference in the State elections
in the Seuthern States, and then note the

steps taken by the party in power in
Congress in this matter,” Tn 1871 they

passed an act the title of which was “An
aet to enforce the right of citizens of the

Tnited States to vote in the several
States of this Union, and for other pur-
poses.”  The avowed purpose of that act
wiis to control the election of members of
Congress. The operations of this law
were confined, however, to the cities of
the United States having more than
20,000 inhabitants. This was put out as
u feeler, and seeing that the people sub-

mitted to this indignity, they tried,
in 1872, to go further, by in-
troducing s  hill by  which  the
Federal Government would have the

power to ‘IPPUIHL ﬁnlwrw ors of election
for every voting ‘procinet t]nnughnut. the
United States, and this bill puszed  one
House, and if 1t had become a Jlaw it
\\(:uld have placed the whole machinery

come largely from the South and W est, | £ the elections throughout thé United
3

¥



States under the control of the Fedorul
Government. This, witle the power of
suspending the writ of  fabeas eorprs—
the only safeguard of the liberties of the
people—at the will of the President—
which right the Republican Congress
zives him whenever it 18 necessary to fins
ther its purposes—would make himn more
powerful than the Czar of RBussin,  Look
to it that ye elect such men 1o places of
power as will jealously and zealously
unard these safeouards of the people,
This tendency to centralization is the
most ominous sign of danger in the po-
litieal horizon., 1t easy ‘enough if
you are deprived of® your money, Lo re-
trieve your fortunes; but it your liberties
arve tuken, if your republic iz destroyed | (
and a monarchy more dangerous and
gowm‘fu] than any of the monarchies of

lurope erected on its ruins, you are lost,
hopelessly, irretrievably lost.

'he purpose of maiy of these laws
paszed by Congrese to take away froin
the States the regulating  of their own
eleetions has been, as they claim, in order
to secure a full and free wvote, and to
prevent riots and disturbances.  The
true purpose, however, is Lo silenee and
overawe the people; and by forms of Taw,
and under pretext of  keeping the peace,
to control Lthe elections in fuvor of the
Republican party, and put it out of the
power of the people to assert their rights,
We must check this tendency—the peo-
ple must arouseand meet impending duan
wers—or higtory will repeat itself in the
sad fall of wurs, as Lell t}lc Republics of
Greeee, Rome, and others,

Anather tl‘lmt_, showing the tendency
fo centralization is the effort of the doni-
inant party to establish a systemn of Pos-
tal Banks, and Postal Telegraph. This
may be very well for monarchial govern-
ments, but it is a dangerous and fatal
step in a republic. Another thing is the
measure of national schools piopuwtl by
Mr. Hoar. Another is the passage of
Carpenter’s bill to allow all suits for libel
to be brought te the District of Columbia,
For this bill is but a law to gag thepress,
and to prevent their correspondents, it
p{\aslblﬂ, by harassing suits and otherwise,
from publishing any tlnn:_r detrimental to
the Republican party or its leaders, It
isa bill to put the press of the country
under the control and sapervision of
Congress, disguise it as' you may.  An-
other and most grave tendency towards
Ciesarismy, s the support Grani is- receiy-
ing for'the

is

THIRD TERM.

Although hehns never said he would
bixa candidate for oresaleciion; he has
never committed himselfsin any  form,
not o e u o eandidate, He has: had
plenty of opportunities in hisinangueal,
his e PRSI and 1I:I:> pl‘llﬂl(' Hddlu--1-‘- T
declare, hix position en this subject, hut
hag never said a word, one way or the
other. The fair infm"un e therefore s,
that he Dis an eve to the third term. He
not oily shows this by his silence: on:the
subject, but in menely’ albof hig sets and
appointments to offiee, you will see his
utter disregard for anything but self.
Witness the appointment of Sihinnions
In=t winter to the imp'mt,.mr, office of

Collector of the Port of Borton, in oppo-
sition to the wishies of*nearly uwr_ re-
spectable and influential man of that
city, #s  well as the " whole  Rel
publican delegation  from  that State,
with the exception of  Ben' Butler.
Witness hid retuining in office, hroth-
ersin-luw Casey, Duarrell,? Murphy, &e.

Another oreat uhjiectiun 't thid Presi-
dent isthat his decisions and acts ure to
suit partisan purpeses  Look at b de-
cisions in the ‘cuse of the State of Lintis-
fain, fnd then in the  case of Arkinsgs,
In Louisiana he upheld Kelloge, who
was placed in office by Judge Darrell
and displaced* Mé¢Enery, who had been
clected by the peoples In Arkansas he
veversed his Louisiana  decision by up-
holding Baxter, when the cotires Tad de-
cided in favor of Brodks. T,

Now; while it seems hardly aLppmpr i-
ate to @ political speech; 1 eanmot forbenr
drawing distiniction between the ad-
ministration of General Grant and some
of his predecessors; in reference to money
made while in  the  Presidential - chaiv.
The only man who has ever made money
out of the Presidential eltair is General
Grant, Thomas Jetlerson was obliged to
sell his Hibrary to Congress, and to ostab-
lish alattery for the disposal of other por-
tions of his property in ovder to raise
money after he left the White House.
Mr, Madison was a bankrupt and had to
dispose of hiz  property  and reside with
his son-in-law in New Yorl, awhere he
died. President Andrew Jackson, thut
embodimentof sterling, honest demoeraey
suftered so much by his eight years resi-
dence in Washington, that he had to
horrow money from his friends when he
rotirad to the ”Utlnltdﬂ;f‘ in 18587, These
men each held the office for vight years, but
then it was not the custom for every
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prominent office-holder to present the
President with a certain portion of his
income in the shape of silver ware, lands,
&e., neither was it the custom for Presi-
. dents to receive gifts from parties who
owed their official positions to them. You
see it had a look strongly like bribery,
and Presidents inthose daysscornedany-
thing that even looked in that divection.
But I find the theme of national poli-
ties so prolific, that unless T drop it sum-/
marily and at once, I'll have no time to
talk on State matters.
WEST VIRGINIA—TIIE NEW CONSTITU-
o sn SEPON; JH IS

Those opposed to the Democratic party
in this State are always prating about
the néw: constitution and its defects, and
praising‘up the old constitution and its
peauties:  “They never mention what
those beauties are, but T suppose they
refer torthe beauties of régistration, test
oathis of all deseriptions, of perjury and
fraud. They say the new. Constitution
accomplishes  nothing. ~ What did the
old one accomplish? TIts principal ac-
complishment was to keep: the Republi-
can party in power by disfranchising
nearly everybody politically opposed to
them. « {You will find if you sitt this op-
position to the 'Conststution, that these
complaints have their origin as a rule
from some of the “outs;”’ from somesore-
head who'lost a lucrative office by the
adoption of the new Constitution. By
turning to this much-abused instrument
youl will find a number of improvemeiils
o1 the old one. * As you are all doubtless
conversant with the Constitution, I will
not takeup your time by reading it, but
refer youto some of its prominent points:

./ . REGISTRATION LAW.

In the old Constitution there was a
provision providing for the registration
of voters,and authorizing the legislature,
in its diseretion to pass all sorts. of fest
oaths, such as the voter’s, suitor’s, teach-
er’sand lawyer's test oaths.  The legis-
lature availed itself of the permission
afforded by this provision and passed the
most stringent laws of this kind. The
infamons acts of the regiktrars and boavds
of Tegistration appointed  under this act
by the. Republican Governors of.oure
State are g natter of history, and Wil

not harass you by going into a recital of
the hameful proceedings.  Thelr aots,

however, are in(le,libjy ipressed . upon
the minds of the people, and the remein-
perance of them too vividly and deeply

9
engraved ever to be eradicated. - The
new Constitution forbids the passage of
any such laws, or even any laws. looking
in that direction. :

T vefer you to the fo
of the Constitution:

Swc. 12, Art. 1V. “No citizen shall
ever be denied or refused the right or
privilege of voting at an * election be-
cause his name isnot or has not been
registered or listed as ' a qualified voter.”

Swe. 43; Art, VI. “The Legislature
shall never authorize or establish any
board or court of registration of voters.”

If there were no other improvement on
the old, this alone ought to save the new
from condemnation, for no matter, if in
the upsand downs of politics, the Repub-
licans do get the upper hand of us, and
again secure political control of the State
they can mnever grind us under their
despotic heels again; they can never dis-
franchise us, and  ostracise us, by taking
away our right of franchise, or our right
to ecarn our living, by following our pro-
fessions or our right to come into court
and collect our just debts and defend our
rights. No, never, never.

The new Constitution provides for
biennial sessions of the legislature of
forty-five days, which will be a great
saving to the State. Tt saves the cost of
one session of the legiglature every two
vears, which alone amounts to some
$25,000; it saves largely in the cost of
printing, and saves the cost of one elec-
tion every two years.

It provides for a more efficient and
satisfactory organization of the whole
State system, and yet reduces the num-
ber of officers, and  consequently reduces

lowing provisions

the expenses largely.

It gives a poor man a ‘chance to ‘1ise
in the world by allowing him to set apart

‘a homestead of the value of  $1,000, and

personal property of ‘the value of $200,
which shall be free from his debts.

It increases the revenues of the “State
by providing that mnegroes shall pay &
poll-tax. - The old Constitution released
them from this by having no provision
in it compelling its payment. :

11 increases the revenues of the State,
and prévents fraud on the part of our
sherifls and: other collectors, by a provi-
gion debarring the  legislature from the
pussage of any act relieving sheriffs or
other colleetors, o their sureties, from
the payment of moneys due the State,
Under the old Constitution many thou-
cand dollars were lost to the State by the
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Passage of acts releasing sheriffs and col-
lectors and their bondsmen from the pay-
ment of monies which had been collected,
and for which said sheriffs, &e., were de-
linquent, or had become liable,

It provides that no local or specinl
laws shall be passed in cerfuin  cases.
(See Art. VI, See.89.) Under the old
Constitution many special laws were pass-
ed to benefit special parties, and in one
instance the title of a piece of land  was
given to a favorite, to the detriment of
other elaimants, by a special uct of the
legislature, :

There is another thing in favor of the
new Constitution which should bespeak
for it, at least, a trial. The old Consti-
tution was ratified in a timeof war, when
hundreds, nay thousands, had no oppor-
tunity to express their opinions thereon.
The new Constitution was ratified in a
time of peace, when everybody that

choge to do so could exercise his preroga-

tive to vote, and they did so, white and
black, Federals and Confederates, Radi-
eals, Democrats, Neatrals, or by what-
ever political térm the  volers were

known, all had a right to express their

seutiments and they did so, and the Con-
stitution was ratified. - Now see the dif-
ference in the votes,

In the election on the old Constitution
there were cast in all 17,238 votes.

In the election on the new Constitu-
tion over 80,000 votes were polled,

So, you see, over 60,000 more voters
expressed an  opinion on the new than
the old Constitulion, and it received s
majority.  Why then this constant pra-
ting ubout the defects of the new Cousti-
tution?

I will now eall your attention to see-
tion 7 of article 10, which provides that
“eounty authovities shall never assess
laxes in any one year, the ageregate of
which shall exceod 95 conts per $100 val-
uation,” except for the support of free
schools and the payment of debts in ex-
istence at, the time of the adoption of the
Constitution, “anless such assessment,
with all questions involving the increase
of such ugeregate, shall have been sub-
mitted to the vote of the people of the
county and have received three-fifths of
all the votes cast for and against it
Under Republican  administration the
taxes were frequently from $2.00 to 8,00
on the $100 valuation. Comment is un-
nEcesaary.

Another good point in the hew Con-

stitution may be found in section 25, ar-
ticle 8, which reads as follows:

“No citizen of this State who aided
or participated in the late war between
the government of the United States and
a part of the people thereof, on either side, -
shall be liable in any proceeding eivil or
eriminal; nor shall his property he seized
or sold under final process, issued upon
judgments or deerves heretofore rendered
or otherwise, because of any act done ac-
cording to the usages of civilized war-
fare in the prosecution of said war by
either of the parties thereto”

Under Republican administration the
bitter feuds and animosities engenderad
during the late war were kept constant-
ly alive by all manner of suits, civil and
criminal, based upon acts committed by
the soldiers in both armies. This was
all wrong, If we ave to live together as
brothers in a common union these things
should be forgotten, or if not forgotten
at least forgiven. So the Constitutional
Convention very properly inserted the
foregoing seetion in the Constitution, and
it was ratilied by the people.

There are afew other complaints made
by the “onts” againgt some of the laws
framed under our new  Constitution.
They are mainly three, the County Court
system, the road law and the school law.

COUNTY COURTS,

There has been a great hue and ery
raised as to ths County Court system
and its practical workings, Now, not
being a lawyer, T have no practieal ex-
{m'ienen to relate in thisg connection, but

have thie to say, that all this fuss is
nonsense, for the reason that the major-
ity of voters of any county in this State
ean shuflle off this system and adopt a
new one at their will and pleasure. And
I notice as a somewhat remarkable fact
that although most of this tirade against
Uounty Courts comes from Republican
sources, yel in not a single county whero
the Republicans predominate has a move
been made to change the system. They
have the power to rid themselves of this
fraud, as they term it. If it is so un-
wieldy; so expensive; so objectionable
in every way, why don’t they rid them-
selves of it as quickly as possible? The
Constitution is explicit on this point. 1
refer you to section 34, article 8:

“T'he Legislature shall, upon tbe appli-
eation of any county, reform, modify or
alter the County Court estublished by

this Constitution In such county, and in
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lieu thereof, with the assent of a major-
ity of the voters of said county, voting
at any election held for that pulpua-ee
erepte another court or other tribunals,
as well for judicial as for police and fiscal
purposes, either separale or combined,
which shall conform to the wishes of the
county making the applieation, but with
the same powers and Jurisdietion herein
conferred npon the County Court and
with compensation to he made from the
county treasury.”

The truth of the matter is that these
gentlemen who worry - themselves so
much about this matter and keep up
such a continual howl about the County
Court system and its manifold disadvan-
tages, do it for partisan, political purpo-
ses and that alone,

ROAD LAW,

As to the road law I have only this to
say: 1t may have its imperfections, but
I defy any Legislature to frame a road
law that will please all elasses of people.
‘Tis an impossibility. Yet if it worked
all right under Republican rule, what is
the matter with it now? For it'is sub-
stantinlly the same now as then, with
some slight amendments for the better.
And it has this alternative advantage:
You can have your choice by either work-
ing the road a certuin number of days,
or else by raising the money by taxation
to work them., “You pay your money
and take your choice.’

FREE SCHOOLS.

A great denl of eapital is attempted to
be made out of the ery of “the Democ-
racy opposed to the free school system,”
&e.  The Demaevatic party cannot by awy
possible reasoning be charged with hostility
ta free schools.  On the contrary, the Re-
publicans, by their efforts fo force iniced
schools on the people, show thewr enmity to
the present free school system, for they

. st know that the passage of the cieil
rights bill or Howr's school bill will tnevit-
ably and wmost certainly kil owr  free
schools. The Democracy engrafted in
onr Constitutution the following section:
“The Legislature shall provide by gen-
eral law for a thorough and etlicient
system of frée schools.”  (See, 1, Art. 8.}
Not may, in their discretion, provide, but
shall provide, Does this look like hos-
tility to free schools? By reference to
the report of Hon. Charles Lewis, then
Superintendent of Free schools, tor the
first year of Democratic rule in this
Btate, we find that instead of retarding
ihe interests of tiee echicols, the interests

of free schools were promoted; the gen-
eritl school fund wis largaly inereased;
a larger number of teachers, male and
female, were employed than the year
preceding, under Republican rule.

1 quote from his report of 1872 for the

year 1871 Any other years off Dem-
ocratic and Republican rule will bring
about the same vesult. 1 tuke 1870 and
1871 beeause it 1s the last of ]{i*puhh( A1
and first of Demoeratic rule,
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Brinting the Code of 1868,

I have compiled these tables with
great care from the official report men-
tiomed above, and whilst they show «
gratifying increase in the collections for
school purposes and o generous disteibu-
tion of the funds for the legitimate use ol
free sehiools, on the other hand they show
i u'mtt!‘vmg decrease in the per cent.
paid tor eolleetions, &c.  So vour will see
that thiz talk of the ])emnrr-u,\' bn-mu-
opposed to free schools, and goin
cruzh out the fres sehaol syaten, &
nut}nm: but talk after all. * Béfore Teav-
ing this subject, T will also eall your'at-
la‘ntnlu fir t e ruot LHiht sinee the Do
raey have obfained Gontrol of the “Lrre-
diicible Sehool Fund,” it has inereased
nearly one-thivd, and that there is now
in the Treasury w the eredit of that fund,
over 3300000, T think $312,000 against
29000 in 1870,

WHAT THE DEMOCRACY HAS DONE
PHIS STATESINCE 1871,

Octaber 15t, 1870, waz the énd of the
last fiseal e ear—the Republicans  Had
confrol of ‘this State, | Leét us examine
the stateof the trensury thicn, Fhe then
Governor stated in his annual’ :deqmm
to the Legislature fn .T‘x‘mlﬁn‘ 18.
“Bﬁ'immu in the frensury Oethbor 1st,

870, $213 479 98” bt Fuileid’ to state

th'ft this amount 4l belonsed o the -
selool fand, and there wis thon an actual
defieit in the Gereral Riate FPoand of #922
542 16, This deficit wus miade ulr'm
follows: TN
Mouey talen (ror {aml umF e

longing Lo(_:eneml Sehool Fund 310,90 17
Maoney taken from, (and used,) he-

}ongmg for Jl’vedtu»llih«-‘-«ulml)i

1o,
Money  sppropr xLTf‘:I

Legwlmu regand paid
ber 15k, 18700 e

FOR

25,500 17
hV l(}IIIN_l' !

after <
b 32'-021 "
Making a grand total of......c. ...sz 16
In 1871-72, we had to muke.apps Oprii-

tions tor pay thelnlluwlu"‘ delicits, left us
uslegncios by our ..1‘11[1].![1{'_“11\ predeces-

for the

Constroetion of  Asylum
Insane, made in 1570
Jolin Frew, public .
I"'Il‘]].tl’:l‘l]fl‘l‘l G e Code o 157

Plees Lo oh hison & I‘III.IU\HA.‘ 15|
sull between \‘.t‘ and. “ o .
Five o Jefle
CO LS,

Guards of P lmlm.ln
port of 1871, page D)o

Cirrerst (‘\’[mmc of Uind
Morggifnwi.

Tolal.., e o8 G5
So you uav tlm J,{-,pubh Ans lPt't i de-
nclenu_e approprmtf’d or expeuded by

ERUIREY

4,315 89

LA 00
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them of B137,050.71, for us to pay, ull of Balance in faver

which has been paid, withoul anciensing

tlw taxes one cent, and we Lad o balance

£ othe General State Fund in the treas-

1.Il' v July 1st, 1874, ot $R7.512.51, and the
Auditor Hatiris me, by letter that we)
will have o good balance belonging 1o

thee general State Tond ot the end of the
present fiseal yoar.” We have not taken
fronn the school fund either whenever
Uwas needed, as did our Republi-
icnds,

depeen 1868 and  the end of the
il year 1870 the Repubilicans pve-
coived Jrom the United States Gop
ermment over $300,000 0n decotl
ey poidout by the State for home
dereds, dee., andin 1870 they receiv-
ol from the B, & O. railroad, for
beel tares, the swin of 70,000, )u‘
afthough these large swmns wers in
addition to the pegular revenite, they
tejt. o deficit for the Democeals fo
pety in celmost every branch of the
Mete, government, wiz: o Feneral
Stete, Frond, General Selwool Fund,
fereducible School  Fund, Asylum
for the Insane, Penitenticry, Univer -
sityy, &y dees

For 1873 the general school fund dis-
tributed wis '*‘Hihﬂ‘) 22, which i lavger
than any previous year, aned  S40, 000" o
OO0 nore than mw year under Re-
puldn aln, rule.

We have put: the Deaf, Dumb and
hlind Institution at Rommney i suaccess-
ful operation and made additions to the
building.
proprigtions for the construetion 'of the
asyvinm at Weston and  the penitentinry
at. Moundsville, aud those buildings are
now fast approaching eompletion,

Jlhe Asylum  for the insane s heing
run ab logs eXPeNse per capita than for-
merly, and it 18 said at a less expensi
than any similar institution in the Unit-
ed States, L have examined into this
matter and find that whilst the highost
vate per copita per week in the various
asylums of the United States is $8.68 and
the lowest #3.46, West Vieginia is bus
B2AH

The cost of feeding the prisoners at
the Penitentinry under Radical rule in
1865 was, per capita, per day, 65 cents;
under Democratic rule now, 14 76-1000
cents, The average daily expense per
cipita for thefive vears of Radical rule
including 1870, was 37 centis; for the four
vears of Democratic rule, 18} cents.

ol

[

We have inereased  the ap-|

churches,

of Dgmocratic  nule,

one-hall, or 18 centz. 7 .
e difference in the
feeding  of one  hundred e for one

year of $6,7T02 in favor of the Democracy.

WHAT YOU HAVE GAINED BY  SENDING
DEMOCTRATS TO UONGRESS,

T 1871 for the fiest time our “'smt.v Wi
pavtly represented in Congross b Dibmo-
crats.  Upto that time West. Virginia
hiad paid over five millions of doliars into
the nutional treasury, and not a dollar
avas received in tuen from the ' general
govermment.  Since you sent Democrats

o Congress oup State has received appro-

priations ns follows:

'\T_ﬂl]l’}llgd-held ¥ 1\'r,| sJune 1n
Muar, B,
June, 1871,
l:ll('dl.' Kanawha river, Mt 3, 18
L . June, 187
I“.nkvl'-.'lmw Custom  House
Postoflice, February, 187
Surveys of James v
naw b e .m.il, abhout,
Surveys of New, BigHand
dovite, Iwcl\t' Pole and
naw h tive ra, about,

i (1%

and K-

H0.600

RURTEN

S406000

WEST VIRGINIA WAR CLAIMS

THE GOVERNMENT.

AGAINST

Last winter I introduced in the Sensate

(a bill providing that West Virginia auad

her eitizens, should be paid their just
claims forarticles taken and destroyed,
and reimbursed for the destruction of)
sehool-houses;,  court-houses,
bridees, &e., by the Federaltroops during
thedate war. - During the session Fmade
a talk in the Senate in advocuey of this
bill, which was published, and to which
I refer you for details.  This bill is still
pending, and the people will send in theiv
just elaims, with proof of their authenti-
city, 5o that some idea can be formed of
the amount of damages  sustained, by
theme. I think we ean get the  United
States to pay them.
JAMES RIVER AND KANAWIA
HARPER'S FERRY, &€
In addition to this, your Democratic
representatives have secured a favorable
report frome the Senate Transportation
Committee on the James River and Kau-
nawha Canal, and there are now in the
tield a large party of goyernment civil
engineers making surveys to tind the
most, dirvect, practical and economical
routs from the Ohio or Kanawha river
to the Potomac river. This route must

CANAL.
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zo through our State from East to West,
and will be of incaleulable value to us.

We are in o fuir way to have govern-
ment aid 0 some form, extended to this
enterprise, and with good working mem-
bers from this State, we may not only
secure this improvement, but also have
a freight railway built accross the State
by the National Goyvernment. We are
promised, also, o post-office and custom-
house at Charleston, the Capitol of our
Htate, which we hope soon to obiain,
We are also in a fair way to get the
Hurper’'s Ferry muddle  straightened.
The Government will probably take the
property back, and erect thereon a Gov-
ernment paper mill, to manufacture all
the paper used by the government. This
would give employment to a large num-
ber of hands many more than used to be
employed at the arsenals,

REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN ADDRERS, OR

CHARGES AGATST THE DEMOURACY.

Let us glanee now at the charges made
against us as o party. by one opponents.
The Republican Kxeeutive Committee of
this State, through the Chairman, J, W,
Mason, Esq, has issued o campaign ad-
dress, under date of June 4, 1874, Gov,
Stevenson (of the State Jowrnal of Par-
kersburg), who is high Republiean au-
thority, in the issue of his puper of July
40, says the address “may be regarded
then as the semi-official voice of the
party itsself’”  The' charge: or com-
pluints made in the address against the
Democracy huve been sifted down by
Gov. Stevenson, and found to be as fol-
lows:

Lo reform the judiciary.

2. To abolish the county court systemn,
nned

3. The restoration of the township,
rstem, substantially as we had it under

namely:

ships than voters, and seme men held
four and five offices, W reguired then
thirty-seven office-holders to run @ fouwn-
ship. It mow veguires less than ohe-tiird
of that nimbens

The address adyvises Republicans in
counties where they have majorities, to
“put none but Republicans on guard,”
bui where the Democrats have majori-
ties, they unite with Jacob Democrats
and any ene else.  The address compli-
ments Gov. Jacob, and indirectly in-
vites his friends to unite with them and
they will divide the spoils of office.

I have examined the address right
carefully, and would advise you all to
read ity for T am confident you must
come to the same conelusion that 1 did,
That the Democratic pariy
st be abent right,or else the Republicans
i eampaign address, cowld e made
owt a belter case against it. 1 think the
true opposition of the Republican party
to the Constitution is that they are for-
ever debarred by its provisions from the
enactment of voters’, suitors’; teachers
and lawyers' test oaths.

THE RESOURSES OF WEST VIRGINTA.

When you consider the extent of terri-
tory of Wesl Virginia, she has no equul
in this country, or in any other, in point
of mineral wealth. We have about
15,000 square miles of good No. 1 conl
which is more than any other State in
the Union can hoast of, and more than
all BEurope combined, including the im-
mense coal area of England. In iron
ore, salt, petroleum oil and timber our
riches cannot be calenlated, so great are
they, Nearly every acre of oursoil is
well adapted for agricultural purposes or
for grazing. These assertions being true,
as they are, what else is necessary to

the old constitution. These three points
cover about the ground recommended
in the address of the commitice,

Lt us examine'the address for o mo-
ment, It oceupies two or three colummns !
of the Jouraal, and says but little.  Nog
a single specific charge is made, but it in-
dulges in a kind of a rambling talk about
the new constitution, the judiciary,county
courts and townships, It dogs say that
the number of office-holders in the State
has been increased under Democratic
rule, but we know this to be an  error.
Wihy I can reccollect, and so doubtless
can you, when under Republican rule,
there were more offices in some town-

make us fultill our destiny and become u
great and powerful State? The answer
i plain and simple—development.  And

this, with low taxes, an economeial ad-

ministration of State affairs, a generous
invitation and hearty welcome to cap-
italists and laborers, and a liberal encour-
agement to  immigrants to make our
State their home, will surely be breught
about.

LEGISLATIVE EXPENSES.

I have made some examination into
the expensesof the legislative bodies of
States under Republican rule, and have
selected several of about the average
wealth and population of West Virginia,
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and find that we are far behind the times.
The table is as follows:
Louisiana,,...

Arkansag...

Callf i 277,767
Mi Sippi . 241,192
South Carolina.. . 210,641

North Caroling,.... .

14&
Alabama, 2,64
lows,.... b
Florid B
CORNETICUT .. s ovuiiirim s Sy es 07,440

West Virginia-—average under Dem-
ocratic rule abont. .. 40,000
These figures T have taken from the

most reliable official returns I have been

able to procure. Included in the ex-
penses of West Virginia is the cost of the
long session.  Qur bi-ennial s=essions
hereafter will probably cost not more
than half that amount, which would he
but $10,000 per annum.

PUBLIC PRINTING.

Much has been zaid and done concern-
ing the publie printing in this State, and
tnera is now a suit in the State courts in
which the Governor and Public Printer
are principal parties. The Governor
says more money has been paid for
printing than ought to have been, and
that frauds have been committed. The
Publie Printer answers that these charzes
are not true, and thad he can and will
provethem false before any court. And
-even if it be as the Governor alleges, he
}the Governor) can, or ought, to say but
ittle, for the reasen that man y of the
bills were signed by himself before the
money could be drawn from the treasury.
Upon examination 1 find, eomparin
the population now and then, the public
printing in our State costs but little more
than under Republican rule. The av-
srage riow iz about $20,000 per annum,
. Under Republican rule it was about

$15,000. 'When compared with the cost
of printing paid by the national govern-
ment, or by States under Republican
tule, ours is greatly less. 1 will give
you the figures in two Republican States
for example:

In South Carolina last year the public
printing cost $589,905.22. 1 obtained
these figures from the official report of
the Comptroller General of that State.
In Louisiana the public printing cost, in
1870, $571,444, a.nri) that is about an aver-
of the cost for that State.

TAXES IN WEST VIRGINTA COMPARED

, WITH OTHER STATES,

The great ery of oppressive taxation is
raised by our opponénts and they claim
that parties are leaving our Stateto avoid
excessive taxation. As T have already
shown, our taxes now are no more than
under Radieal Rule, althoush we have

e

i

had their large deficits to meet, indeed in
many counties and districts the taxes
are much less. As a matter of interast,

641 I havae prepared a table, showing the as-

seszible property of our State and the
taxes levied thereen for a year, and
comparing thiz with twelve representative
Stases then under Radical rule, fonr from
the Hast, four from the West and four
from the South. The figures speak so
plainly for themselves and explode this
fallacy of excessive Democratic taxation
20 cotnpletely that I forbear comments.
The table is compiled from official sour-

ces, and is as follows: _

| 3
Assessable | Tures
NAME OF STATE. FProperty, | . Levied.
|
West Virginia........ ot § TA0LO00,000) 3 1,722 (00
Festern Stoates. [
Massachusetts..... ... 1,591,985.000( 24,922 000
New Hampshire, 46,000,000 © 3,255,000
VErmont c.ooeme o] 102,548,000 1,547,000
MAIne...overcrio e smnsnens | - 204,263,000 5,348,000
Western States. 1 i -
IOWA cooeersnreseraraneinnes|  SU2,G15,000) 7 8,055,600
Nebraska. 34,584,000/ 1,627 000
I1linois .. BN | 21,825,000
Kansas,.... e 92,125,000 2,675,000
Southern States.
LONiSIana .o e | 253,371,000 7,060,000
South Caroling, 184,531 ,000) 2,776,000,
Mississippi. 177,278,000 3,736,000
Arkansas..... 94.528,.000| 2,866,000

So you will see our taxes are one-third
less than the average of these twelve Re-
publican States and much less than the
average of all the States in the Union.
CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION IN WEST VIR-

GINIA.

And now a word or two as tothe out-
rage commited upon.the people of the
First and Second Congressional Districts’
of this State in Congress last winter, 1
refer tothe action of Congress ‘in refer-
ence fothecontests of Martin ve. Hagans
and Wilson vs. Davis. I have no doubt
thedetails of this infamous and hitherto
unheard of proceeding are fresh in your
minds, asthey were thoroughly discussed
in all the papers of the State at the time,
yet I cannot forbear making a brief ref-
erence to them. It was one of the most
partizan proceedings I ever heard of, hut
I suppose they were only following the
prineiples laid down by Thad. Stevens,
of whom the following anecdote is re-
lated: : ;

‘Some years ago, in a contested elec-
tion ease before the House, a fifend: of
one of the contestants spoke to Mr)
Thaddeus Stephens on the subject. 10K, «
don’t argue the thing, said Mr. Stevens,
What is our fellow's name?. Let us vete
for him." : - e

There was af one time a belief,, or
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rather a hope, that the Radical mujority
in the House, being considerably over
two-thirds, would act fuirly in these
cases, but that hope was soon dispelled.
And although the Democratic contestants
had not only the right and law on their
side, but in addition, the prestige of the
majority report of the committee on
Hléctions, consisting of eight Republi-
cans and ihree democraty, yet the Repub-
licans disregarding every principle of
right, justice and law, under the leader-
ship of Butler, gave Davis and Hagans
their seats,  Let us see for a moment
how matters stood in our own district. I
do not mean to diseuss the question of
the legality of the August or October
elections. That would take up too much
time, and besides it iz not necessary. 1
gimply want to freshen your minds on
the matter. In this distriet both the
party conventions were so well convinced
that August was not the day for the
eloction, that they adjourned without
making & nomination. Then it was that
Hagans saw bhis opportunity, and, a few
days before fhe August -election, dis-
tributed some tickets with his name on
for Congress, and was voted for in four
counties, receiving a little. over 3,000
votes, and all of this number of votes,
with the exeeption of some 500, were east
for him in his own ecounty, Monongalig,
and the adjoining county of Proston.
‘When it i¢ remembered that {here are
eizhteen counties ifi this distrief, and
that the district iz Jargely Democratic,
the faet that a man receiving some 3,000
votes—and that in four counties only—
ont of a veting population of some
25,000 or 80,000, is now representing that
district in the Congress of fhe United
States, is enough to make us hang our
heads in very shame. As a matter of
interest, T append tbe vote of the two
_elections:

At the Aungust eloction, Hagans was
voted for in only four counties, and re-
ceived 3,441 votes.

Af the October election, Martin was
voted for in every county in the district,
and received 5,998 vofes, He had two
Republican opponents, Wisner, of Berke-
loy county, receiving 1,665 votes, and
Farnsworth, of Upshur county, receiving
1,821 votes. DMr. Bateler, of Jeflerson
county, received 619 voles, and there
were reatiering 169 votes. L

SCENT ELECTTONS,

Our Republican friends tell ns thai
the Democratic party is dead. Well T
have this reply—it makes a mighty lively

corpse at any rate. The truth of the
matter is that the Republican party is on
the decay. It is-being buried so deep
under an accumulated mass of corrup-
tion, fraud, robbery, deeeit and treachery
that I doubt if it is ever again politieally
resurrected. \I{y- assertion iz fully cor-
roborated by all the reeent clections,
Turn where you will—enst, west, north
or south—and you will sve the vast and
growing tidal wave of political reform-
ation sweeping over the land. Turn
where you will and you will see largely
inereased Democratie majorities, and
vastly diminished Republican majorities.
For proof of what I say I have buf to
refer you to the late elections in New
Hampshire, Conneeticut, Virginia, Texas,
Wisconsin, Arvkansas and Mississippi,
the town elections in Ohio and New
“York, and the elections just a few days
ago in Kentucky, Tennessee and North
Carolina. In Tenncssee the civil rights
bill was made a direet issue, and the
result was an overwhelming victory
for Conzervativism and Democracy. In
North Carolina we elect seven ouf of
eight Congressmen, and have 10,000 ma-
jority in the State, when two years ago
1t went for Grant.. And so it poes all
over the country.” "Twould be a sad
commentary on our Democracy if, in the
faoe of all these victories, our liltle State
allows a Republican triumph by dissen-
sions and bickerings in our own ranks.
But it will net be =o. T have too much
confidence in the good sense and wisdom
f’f gur party to insult them by think-
ing so, .

In Arkanzas, which is now reprosent-
od in ihe United Stales Senate by two
Republican  Senafors, and “whieh has
been considered for a long time a Re-
publican State, the recent clection stood
in favor of the Democracy by a vote of 5
tol. Buta few years ago the Republi-
cans boasted that the Democrats had no
Governor in the Northern States; indeed
in 1870 we had but six Demoeratic Gov-
ernors in the whole Union. Neow we
hiave seventeen. Does this ook like be-
ing in the death throes of dis<olution?

DECANIZATION.

Ovganization is an-essential element of
sticeess.  Organization and united aetion
mean 8 cerfain vietory for the Democ-
racy this fall. The Jacob party, as it is
called, met in Charleston in Juannary
last to effetc an organization. They met
again in Clarksburg during the sdssion
of the Federal Court there for the samas
purpose, but it iz said but fomr or five

persons appeare® When they mef at
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Charleston they promised the people an
address stating their platform of prinei-
ples, but they have failed to keep their
promise. They also appointed a State
Executive Committee, most of whom re-
fused to aect. Although this shows that
the faction is about played out, yet it
also shows an attempt to keep up their
organization, The Republicans have or-
gnnized and gent out their address, and
why not we?

Tt will not do for us to go upon the as-
gumption that the Republican party is
doing nothing because they do not seem
to be aggressive. Their idleness is buf
in sceming. They are awaiting the re-
sults of our conventions, and if there are
any appearances of disaffection you will
seo how readily they will take advantage
of it. If they find us united they may
make nominations, but it will only be
done to keep up their erganization, nol
with any hope of guccess. Bat if we
have dizaffection in our ranks, and, trust-
ing toour recognized superiority of num-
bers, grow careless, they will be quick to
use their chance, and in counties where
there ie any hope at all, will run straight
candidates, snd here they are in a
hopeless minority they will join the disaf-
facted and thus workusevil, Youwillthus
oo that it behooves us to be on the alert
to make good neminations, and fo pre-
sont a united front to the enemy. Their
only hope lies in our dissensions, if we
havenny. There are or should be but
two parties in this fight—Democrats and
Republicans. Principles smd nob men
<hould be our motto, and if we seleet cur
best men to represent our prineiples, and
frown down all bolting and disaflection,
our victory will be an ensy one. That
this will be the case, I hayve no doubt in
my own mind, but it will do us no harm
to guard ourselves in the manner I have
suggested.

Tvery Democrat who loves the prin-
ciples of his party, and desures 1o see thosa
prineiples triumphant, must acknowledee
the fact that harmony iz essential to suc-
cess.  Now, thiz is essentially true 4
nominating conventions. Of course,
when there are half adozen candidates
for the same office, but one can be chosen
and the other five are consequently «is-
appointed. But how foolish and wrong
it isto thens eb up the cry of irickery
and fraud, and bolt the nomination. 1
you submit your elaims to a convention,
you should abide by the decision of the
majority. .

How shall we gain the vietory in this

county and State? The answer ig plain |

i

and simple—organize.  We have the
power if we but concentrate and utilize it.
Attend a1l the primary meetings, and
then there will be no pretext for erying
synfair,’ when some one else than our-
selves or some particular friend receives
the nomination. dbove all set your foot
right squaredmen on bolters. This ery
of “ring’’ is made simply to disorganize
you and hreak up your party organiza-
tion, and the man who takes part in &
‘convéntion, and then beeause some one
else gets the nomination, set up a howl
of “ring,” “clique,” &e.,, and announces
himself an independent candidate, de-
serves to be politically ostracised.

Happily the disaffection that has  ex-
isted in our ranks has now an existence
in but very fow counties, andis new al-
1iost forgotten, and ecanmot long exist.
Most of the disaffection existed only in
name at any rate. The #Camden men,"”
as they were called, congisted of those
who thought much more of party tradi-
tions, represented by 4 nominating con-
vention, than of any man, however great,
Many of those who were called “Jacob
men,” doubtless believed they were fight-
ing an improper nomination, much more
devotedly than they were following his
personal or politieal fortumnes. But thisis
all past and need notnow he necalled.
We arve all fighting for the same desired
ond now. We ave all thorenghly devot-
od to the great principles of our party.
and unalterably opposed toradiealism in
all its forms.

CLOSING REMARKS.

The Demeeratic party seelks to revive
no dead izsues, butstands by its prinei-
ples, supports the Federal governm ent
in all itsconstitutional anthority; regards
at this day as Jefferson did in  his day
that the true provinee of a Republican
government be the protection of rights
and not interests, defends the reserved
rvights of the State and people,  an d op-
poses centralization that wenld IMmpair or
destrov the constitutional rights or inde-
pendence of the other departments, a2
the executiveand legislative departments
under theirrule,in overslanghing the hon-
¢st opinions of the Sapreme Court, by in-
creasing their numbers and inthe appoint
ment of new Judges, who are subservient
to. the executive and legislative willy
Liolds that nearer approximity that can
Te made to universal free trade, the oreat-
er will be the ndvantages of the Federal
government fo the peopie.

Intervention by the Federal adminis-
tration in State policics the advancement
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of its intrigues, it hostile to freedom and
purity of elections, an insult to popular
intelligence, and merits the indignant

* riprohation of the people jealous of their

rights. . :

#\Ve invite co-operation and welcome
to fall fellowship in political actions of
all patriotic citizens who naree with us
in these principles and are willing to
ite and establizh their beneficient rule
in the Government of the State and na-
tion.

In the path which the Demoeratic
party treads, we see the footprints of
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Adams
and the heroes of the Revolution; of
Jackson, Clay, and all the giants of the
oeneration just gone before ns; and while
i keeps that line of march, and bears the

flae of the Constitution and the Union,

we can follow it with prideand unfalter-

ing trust.

We ask the members of all parties to
nmite with us in denouncing the infamous
series of frauds which lave disgraced
overy man connected with them, or who
hes profited by them; which have covered
with infamy the party countenancing
them, and ought tomake every man who

attempts to defend them blush with

shame.

The Democratic party is now the only
party true to the Constitution and the
Union, and against centralization. "We
must not askewhat men have been, but
what they are. z

We love the princiﬁles of our party—
ihose principles that
Jdown to us, sanctioned by the most un-
celfish and most able patriots who have
Tived, and under the application of which
our country has enjoyed the highest de-
gree of prosperity which it has eyer
known. :

Let us, therefore, stand united, harmo-
nious and confident of perfeet sueccess
and will surely gain a great victory in
the approaching campaign; such a vie-
tory as will redound to our credit as in-
dividuals, and te the credit and good of
the people of the whole State. -

1 have endeavored, fellow-citizens, in
my rambling way to deal briefiy with
come of the important charges against
the Republican party, and they may be
summed up as follows:

The civil rights bill.

The mixed school bill.

Credit mobilier.

Sanborn-Janye frands,

ave been handed-

Gen. Howard's robbery of the Freed-
man's Bureau.

Discrimination in collecting infernal
revenue against the Border States.

The large and unnecessary expanses of
the Government.

The defaulters to the Government, and
the eazy way in which they are let off,

The state of affairs in Louisiana, South
Carolina, Alabama and other Southern
States under Republican rule.

The way these States have been robbed
and plundered while under Radieal rule.

The affairs of the Distriet of Columbia
and the way they have been mismanag-
ed.

The tendency of the government, under
its present rulérs, to the greatest of all
dangers, centralization.

Grant's administration, his extrava-
gance; his nepotism; his third term ten-
dency. . E

I have alzo endeavored to show you
what the Democrats “ have done in this
State since obtaining control, and fthe re-
sults of their labors are as follows:

The payment of large deficits left by
our Republican predecessors, and a full
treasury without increase of taxation.

Our public works are nearly completed
and in a prosperous condition.

The cost of running eur public institn-
tions largely reduced, in some instances
one-half.

‘We have not advanced taxation in the
State, and when compared with other
Statesunder Republican rule, we are very
far below them.

Our legislative expenses are greatly
below those States under Republican
rule, of our average wealth and popula-
tion, and in some cases not one-tenth as
much.

~ We have largely increased both the
Irreducible School Fund, and the Annual
and Distributable School Fund.

We have secured appropriations for
the benefit of our State from the govern-
ment to the amount of nearly $500,000.

‘We have provided for bi-ennial ses-
sions of the Legislature, which will large-
ly reduce expenses and conseéquently tax-
ation, &e., &o., &e. :

I owe you an apology for detaining
you so long, but the subjects of which 1
have been speaking are sonumerous, and
so much can be zaid of them, that T could
find no good placato stop any soener. 1

thank you for the kind attention you have
paid me.

- |



