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Republican BExitravagance Exposed. Necessity of
Reform and Change of Administration.
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ENRY G, DAVES,

Before the Tilden and Hendricks Club, at Keyser,'
W. Va, Saturday, Sept. 2d, 1876.

Your presence here, the formuition
of this elub, and the interest the people
of this county take in political affairs
indicate that they are in earnest, and
are thoroughly in harmony with the
great reform . movement inaugurated
by the Demoeratic partv. throughout
the state and country, which if followed
up must insure success which never
seemed so necegsary to the future wel-
fare of the people and the government.

The approaching Presidential and
the State Campaign is one of the great-
est importance and the country appears
to realize the fact. On it hinges far-
reaching results, The outlook for the
success of the Democratie party on
which depends the restoration of the
Government to its original landmarks
is most encouraging. And unless
there is a repitition of Federal interfer-
ence in the south, of bayonet rule,
and heavy expenditures of Government
money in some of the large citiesof the
Union to influence votes, a fair election
and success is assured. The people ap-
preciate that they arenot only "called

upon to decide pending issues. but
must say whether or not in the future
Centralization, personal Government,
extravagance, corruption in office,
shall continue, the existence and prac-
tice of which by the Republican party
has not only brought the Government
almost to the verge of disgrace, bnt,
imperiled the liberties of the country;
because Centralization and the evils
that follow in its train, have preceded
and mainly cansed the downfall of all
formerrepublics. The two great parties
are nearly equally divided. They are
to measure strength.

To my mind the Democratic party
represents the cause of the people, the
Government in its purity and the great
prineiples upon which it was founded,
honest administration of public affairs,
economy, retrenchment, and reform;
on the other hand the Republican
party represents all that is destructive
of good Government by the people, ex-
travagance, centralization, corruption,
the destruction of states and state lines
and ultimately the liberties of the peo-
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le a8 guaranteed by the constitution. |in many instances mote than thirty
e contest is unequal, On the side of | yvears and been accepted and acted up-
the Republican party, there are 100,000 | on as aceurate and correct, by reason of
Federal oftice holders and emplyees | which the public debt has been in-
fighting for official existence, wf;r_)m- { ereased hundreds of millions, the ex-
leaders have not in the past and who | penditures many millions, and the rev-
will not in the future hesitate to use|enue decrensed as many more, In-
the whole patronage of the Govern-|deed very little that isgood in govern-
ment to promote the success of their ment and national morals has been
cause. The honest and prudent will ' encouraged during this period, while
give these facts due weight, and  when | almost everthing that is bad has been

considered it becomes clear that
Democratic party is called upon for
its best efforts and best exertions in
the impending struggle, and its mem-
bers if they succeed must wateh and
work from now until November with
unceasing energy and vigilance.

The Condition of the Country,

without exaggeration, is alarming. Re-
form is the watch-word and remedy.
The Republican party has had con-
trol of the Government for the last six-
teen years, four of war, twelve of peace;
and in these twelve vearssince the war
closed in 1865, ewhat has it accom-
plished? Nothingin the way of progress
and prosperity; nothing in the direct-
ion of curing the sad results of the war
and restoring peace and harmony be-
tween the different sectionsof the un-
ion; nothing toward reform and honest
Government. But on the contrarvy,
every step has been backward, and the
country has gone with rapidity from bad
toworse until we find ourselves almost at
the lowest depths of dispair and finan-
cial distress as a people and a nation.
During this period, centralization and
consolidation of power in the general
Government has made alarming strides;
constitutional liberty has suffered ; the
rights of states and individuals dimin-
ished; whole state Governments inaug-
urated by the people under the con-
stitution have been overturned by Fed-
eral force, and Governments sustained
by military power substituted; faithful,
efficient and honest officers violently
removed from the public service and
their places generally filled by narrow
partisans; taxes increased, officers mul-
tiplied, corruption and extravagance
in every branch of the Government
has grown to large proportions; our fi-
nancial affairs are in confusion,managed
for the most part in the interest of the
bond holders; the Treasury Department
has been invaded and without author-
ity of law figures,reports, statements and
records officially made have been ar-
bitrarily changed, after they have stood

the |

aided and fostered by the Republican
party. Corrupt associations for corrupt
purposes nsually called rings have ex-
ercized, in these twelve years, great in-
fluence in public affairs, and have en-
joyed respectable standing with the
administration and its followers tosuch
extent that this period will go down in
history as the era of rings, of which the
following may be named as the most

owerful: The whisky, Indian, straw-

id, Real Estate Pool, Army, Navy, Post-
trader, Moth Exterminator, Credit Mo-
bilier, Washington City Custom House,
Freedmans Bank and Bureau, Pacific
and other Railroads, &c. These corrupt
combinations or rings, have been 5o
well managed and so much aided and
encouraged by those in high places, be-
cause of personal interest, that notwith-
standing the constant eflorts of the
Democratic party to expose and drive
them from power they still exercise

| great influence in  the administration

of public affairs. Now turning from
this hasty sketch of our political con-
dition, and considering our domestic
affairs, the view is no better. Itis diffi-
cult to realize or describe the present
depressed condition of the people and
the business of the counfry. Every
branch of industry has been erippled
and many entirely destroyed; wages of
all kinds reducet, rolling mills, iron
furnaces and factories of all kinds have
nearly all come to a stand still; the
working of coal, iron and other mines
has been generally suspended. The
farmer can get but a meager return for
his produce and most of that little goes
to pay the heavy taxes that hang over
the country like a dark cloud. Com-
merce is languishing, our steam shi

are without emigrants and with but lit-
tle freight and few passengers. By
miserable and we might qa?' almost
criminal mismanagement of our fi-
nancial affairs and partican legislation,
values are unsetfled, property has
shrunk almost one hail, labor has been
depressed, capital made timid and
hoarded because nothing is certain in



the financial world for a day. The cur-
rency has been contracted by unwisely
attempting to force  resumption
of specie payments, and fixineg a cer-
tain day to doso, thereby compelling
all payments in gold; silver has by act of
Congress been demonetized. In a
word all profitable business has
been brought to a standstill. Millions
of people are without employment,
hopeless and helpless, face to face with
want and hunger, and winter before
them The remedy for these evils in
my judgement is a change of adminis-
tration. It cannot be that the Repub-
lican party that has produced such re-
sults in twelve years, whose administra
tion has horne such fruit, can or ought
to be continued. Certainly it has for-
feited all claim to the confidence of the
American people.

I am aware that general charges and
statements do not carry conviction, but
facts and figures, though, some times
dry and uninteresting do; and I will
now proceed briefly to submit both in
support of what I have said.

Receipts of the Government prior to
and since June 1861,

From an official statement of the
Treasury Degrartment made to Congress
through ex-Secretary Boutwell showin
the gross receipts and disbursements o
the Government from its organization,
to June 30th, 1875, dated August 10th,
" 1876, the following factsare taken:
Priorto Jrne 30th, 1861, the

total receipts were...... ...... $2,263,660,610,68
From July 1st, 1861, to June
30th, 1875 censsmssnressenneee.ss 12,700,645,059,23
Difference...........ocoume...... $10.425 984 449,23

That is to say, there was collected
from the people in fourteen years of
Republican rule, since July 1st, 1861,
more than ten billions of dollars more
than or about six times as much as was
collected from the foundation of the
Government to June 30th, 1861, a
period of seventy-two years, and which
1s about four times the amount of the
public debt, and yet out of this enor-
mous sum collected there has been
paid less than $500,000,000 on the
public debt; the balance of this enor-
mous sum has been expended in pay-
ing expences of the Government, dur-
ing this period.

Expenditures of the Government prior
to June, 1861, and from July, 1881, to
June 30th, 1875,

From the same official statement we
have the following facts:
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DISBURSEMENTH,
Prior to’June 80, 1861..........8 4,230,047,173 21
Flﬂ;?l’l_l July 1,186, to June 30

Differenca cxenennenn $10,380,045,300 82
That is, the ex ditures
from 1861 to 1775, a period of
fourteen years, were more
than ten billions greater
than, and nearly six times
a8 wuch as from the foun.
dation of the government
to June, 1861, a period of
seventy-two iyears. Now
if we ‘deduct irom the
amount expended from
July 1, 1861, to June 30, 1875
Which is, as before stated,
The amount expended dur-
ing the war and the ad-
ministration of Mr. Lin-
coln, which was 84,667 457,
921 22; the amount paid for
Pensionsffrom 1865 to 1875,
which was $268,047,847 57,
(see Finance Report, 1875,
P. 575-6); the amount paid
a8 interest on the publie
debtlduring the same pe-
riod, which was about §1,-
,000,000 00; and the re-
duction of the public debt
during the same period,
which was $448,363,087 80—
(see Finance {Report, 1875,
p. 575), which are war ex-
penditures, and are ex-
elfudad, we have the sum
(4}

12,566,802,560 58

6,808,860,356 78

5,058,023,212 75

which has been expended during the
ten years from 1865 to 1875 and the en-
tire expense of Mr, Lincoln's adminis-
tration during the War, as also all of
the expenditures, incident to or grow-
ing out of the War, sinee its close, and
up to 1875 being deducted.

That the difference may be more
readily understood, T place theamounts
as follows :

The expenditures of the

Government for the ten

yvears from 1865 to 1875 af-

ter excluding all pensions

aid, all interest on publie

gel:rt-, and the reduction of

the publie debt from 1865 to

1875 amounted to................5%5,058,028,212 75
Gross expenditures from 1789

ta 1871, ineluding remnant

of the Revolutionary debt,

war 1812, Mexican and In-

dian wars, pensions paid,

and interest on the public
debl, WaS....cocuruisrsiscsenrerns 2,280,947,173 21
Difference.... ... .. 83,728,076,039 54

That is to say, it cost from 1865 to
1875, ten years of peace under Repub-
lican rule, after excluding all expenses
growing out of the war, nearly three
times as much to operate the Govern-
ment as it did to operate it from its
foundation to 1861, a period of seventy-
two years. )
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What six years of President Grant's
Administration has Cost, as compared
with the Ewvpenditures'of the Govern -
ment,priorfto June, 1861,

From- the statement of the Treasury
Department referred to we find, as be-
fore stated, that prior to June 30th,
1861, the total disbursements were
$2,230,047,172 21.

This amount includes, as before sta-
ted, the expenses of a remmant of our
revolutionary war, of the war of 1812,
all of our Indian wars, the Mexican
war, all pension expenditures and in-
terest on the public debt prior'to 1861
from the] foundation’ ot “the govern-
ment.

According to the statement
ofthe Treasury Depurtment
referred’to, in six years of
President Grant’s adminis-
tration, from 1869 to 1875,
there was disbursed......... . $4,007,858,389 21

Mow,from thisamount there
should be deducted, as ex=

enditures irowing out of

he war, the following

items: Pension expendi-

tures from 1869 to 1875, $170,-

234,405 46 (see Finance Re-

port, 1875, p. 575): interest

paid on public debt during

same period, 6 years, about

$660,000,000 00; reduction of

the public debt during the

same period, about §336,000,- ;
veensees 1,175,2394,485 46

Difference.. ..o oo, §2,832,623.903 75

In other words, it cost $600,000,000

more, after deducting the expenditures

- growing out of the war, to carry on the

government six years under President

Grant, than all the expenditures of the

government from its organization to
1861, a period of 72 years.

Statement showing the inereased net ordinar
expenditures of the Government from Ib&i%
to 1874, excluding interest on the public debt,
and the increase per capite.

Year. Popula,tion.’Net ord. exp.|Per ;;1;1;3
1860...| 81400 000 ($ 60,010,062 58|  $1 02
1874...[ 48,000,000 | 194217,210 27| 451

Increase in population about 40 per cent.
Inecrease In expenses over 200 percent.

It will be scen thal this table in-
cludes only the net ordinary expendi-
tures, and excludes the expenses on
account of and interest on the public
debt.

It shows that the net ordinary ex-
penditures in 1874 were more than
three times as much as they were in
1860, and the expenses per "capita in-
‘ereaged more than 23 times as much,

while the increase in population was
only about 40 per cent. If the expen-
ses per capita had only increased with
the population,-they should have been
only 40 per cent. greater than in 1860,
or 76 cents more, making $2.68 insteacd
of $4.51 per capita; but this is allowing
too much, because as a rule the ex-
penditures of the government should
not increase in the same ratio as popu-
lation.

Defaleations in the Internal’Revenue

. Department,

Under a resolution of the House, the
Secretary of the Treasury made a re-
port dated February 18th, 1871, show-
ing the balances due from collectors of
internal revenue who were not then
in office up to June 30th, 1870, which
amounted to the sum of $20,700,983 33.
This covers the losses in one bureau,
(the internal revenue,) a period of only
about 8 years, from 1862 to 1870, and
does not include defaulters in office.

Mr. Guthrie, in his official report to
Congress as Secretary of the Treasury,
in 1856, states that the loss in all of the
departments of the government from
1789 to 1856, a period of sixty-seven
yvears, was 36,213,345 69  Ta this add
the losses from 1866 to 1860, four years,
which, after careful examination is es-
timated at $3.666,654 31, and the total
losses from 1789 to 1860 is $9,580,000 00
in all departments of the government,
a period of about seventy-two vears

* In the report of the Secretary of the
Treasury made in 1871, above referred
to, may be found a list of defaulting
collectors, and the balances against
them. from which I cite the following:

The aggregate balance al that date
against—
Frank =owe, ol California 8§ 745,026 61
J. Bryant, of Illinois.. 436,474 T3
E. 8. McCook, of Illinois. .. 687,480 53
Wm. H. Barnes,of Pennsy 309,586 19
F. C. Barnes, of Kentneky... ....... 333,575 70
Lewis B, Collins, of Louisiana... 652,305 46

635,742 97

592,763 07
268,227 72
260,427 27
439,189 65
443,160 21
584,662 71

Thomas Jones, of Ohio...... ........
Joshua F. Bailey of New York

(thirty-second district) .........
D. E. Harbaugh, of Massach’ts
Barton Able, of Missouri............
Alex. Spaulding, of New York...
A M. Wood, £
Sheridan shook .,
J. F. Bailey, N. Y, (fourth dist.) 602,769 53

Total... ER— R

The defaleations of fourteen collec-
tors above named, amount to nearly
$7,000,000, or more money than Mr.
Guthrie reported as actually lost from
the beginning of the government to
1856. Out of this number suit appears
to have been ordered against three;

1




but whether prosecuted to judgment ar

not, Congress and the country are with-

out information.

Forcing Balances, and Changing Figures
and Reports in the Treasury Depart-
ment. ;

In the early part of the session of

Congress just closed, T ealled the alten-

tion of the Senate and the country to

the fact that changes, alterations and |

discrepancies existed in the official fi-
nance reports to Congress, and intro-
duced a resolution asking that a special
committee of the Senate be appointed
to investigate the same, which was vo-
ted down by the Republicans, and the
resolution was referred to the Finance
Committee of the Senate.  After about
five months delay, the Treasury De-
partment, through the Finance Com-
mittee, made a report admitting that
the changes, alterations and diserepan-
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cies pointed out by myself did exist;
| that official statements of the public
[ debt made to Congress and standing
on the hooks for more than thirty
years in some instances, had been
changed, memodeled and restated,
and attempted to explain them away.
I established the fact that by reason of
| these changes. alterations and foreing
|balu.n('eﬁ, the publie debt had heen in-
creased in the aggregate $247,000,000;
that the expenditures had heen in-
creased and the revenues collected de-
cereased many millions.  In order to
show that the official reports to Con-
gress do not agree, but have heen
changed, I submit the following table
showing the difference between the
finance report for 1870 and previous
report, and 1871 and subsequent re-
ports, as to the publie debt from 1862
to 1870 :

Public debt,
finance

as stated in the
report for—

Yeuar,

sequent re
ports,

1871 and sube

Inecrease, Deerease,
1870 and previ-
Ous reports.

i

524,176,412 13
1,119,772138 63

2,558,452,218 04
2,480,672,672 81

$ 514,211,371 02'8
l,!}!'S,?!NI,lHI a7

1,740, 684,480 49
2,682,595,026 53
2,788,425/879 21

0,065,040 21|,
078057 26
750,881 08

2,602.100.215 12 14,008,111 25
4,456,820,964 7. 24 113 44
2,480,002,480 581 00,440,7 v
2,386 158,500 'i'-,l| 94,818,828 07|,

203,

TOURL oo svisinesiniie
Difference or inerease...

/810,272,

H61 57

$19,028,505,208 63 $200,801,4%0 9818 50
lasuisinial .| PA8.060.352 91l....

From this it will be seen that the
tinance report for 1871 not only differs
from the finance report of 1870, hut in-
creases the public debt for the years
between 1562 and 1870 more than $248, -
000,000.

I eome now to the loans, and treasury
notes, The report of 1863 and subse-
(quent reports, put the loans and treas-
ury notes for the year 1863 at differant,
amounts:

In the report of 1863......... weamenn. 716,489,005 57

It the veport of 1864.........0oem TT06,682,361 57
In the report of 1870, 814,025,454 96
These different figures are all for the
same year,
CHANGES IN REVENUE COLLECTED AND
COVERED IN TREASUEY,

For YEAR 1862,

Report for 1866 states net rev-
enune  collected......vs wesisaen
Report for 1870 states net rev-
enue collected

51,935,720 76
51,907 944 62

FbR YEAR 1863,

Report for 1864 states net rev-
enue collected..........

v 112,687,200 95
Report for 1870 states net rev-

enue collected....eienne.. T4H448,157 55
Bhowing a decrense of 38,230 133 40

For YEAR 1564,

Report for 1866 states net rev-
enne collected ...............

Report for 1878 states net rev-

enne collected |

264,626,771 60

262,742,354 32

Bhowing a decrease of w—'I,SS-l,ﬂT 02
For YEAR 1865.

Report for 1866 states net rev-

ente colleeted ., 338,714,605 08
Report for 1870 8be 1o+ el rev-

enue coliected..........co..... . 823,002,785 02

Showing udecrease of 10,6 1 810 16
What explanation there can be for
these enormous differviices, I cannot
imagine, and I do not believe th! mny
whatever can be made. Here we find
that the amounts of the net revenue

Showing a decrease ot 27,776,14

collected during certain  years have
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been determined and fixed for these
vears at certain and definite sums and
reported to Congress in the annual re-
orts for eight years without any dif
erence or disagreement between the
reports until 1870, when it occurs thai
these sums so determined, fixed and
reported, are changed and altered to
smaller amounts, showing that the net
revenue was not what it had been re-
yorted by former officers for these
vears, but was in the aggregate $50,000,-

00p less-

Indian Bxpenditure.
In the report for the year 1870
the expenses in the Indian De-
partment for the year 1863 are
reported in the statement of
annual expenditures at $3,152,082 70
While in the report for the year
18iM these saine expenses ars
reported for the same year at. 1,076,326 85

82,075,706 25

INCrease.. ...

To show that the reports as to the
annual expenditures do not agree, T
submit the following tabie:

Total annual expenditures as . P
stated in finance report for— ll:.‘;,];.{,::l:t‘e l(:} D?}.;ﬁ;ﬁ{e 1«;;’
Years, 1870 over | 1870 over
1869 and previ-|1870 and subse-) 1869, 1869,
Ous reports, guent reports.
IBBO-OL.c..cimesovit i bustinteransiseannssvs 18 85,3 7,313 (81§ BA,ART 305 (8§ o g
1861-62, : 570 811,700 25 565,667 358 08,00 ivuisiionns |8 5,174,842 17
18A2-63 805,746,630 65 BOO.815,011 95 4,010,280 60|....ovionreinrinnnis
186364 1.208,i44,656 00|  1,290,541,114 86 .........coevnns e 2,608,541 14
18464, 1,807,674,2:24 08| - 1906,483,831 37) 8,759,107 28|..coiiiieveiinanen
1865-66 ! 1,141,072 666 00  1,139,544,08¢ !};‘}t 1,728,684 14
PO e ssoosensesessmmmmeeeeesen B 5,885.017,190 168 5,502,189,100 5018 12,778,397 88|65 9,506,467 15
DIFATOTICH 01 LOCTERE  iksssas ) sesssrissragsaressatiscits bittibimadsrssiisoe | Ds2T1,970 4315 LU0

To show that the official finance re- |
ports to Congress do not agree with
each other and with the books of the
departments, I submit the following:

PENSION EXPENDITURES.

In the report of 1870 the expen-
ditpres for pensions are stated
for the year 1864465 at....... v BLG,34T, 621 34
In the report of 1869 the same
expenditures for the same -
year are stated Al e o 201,610 48

Showing an inereage in the re-
port of 1870 over the fizures in
the report of 1869 0f...... oo 7,056,010 86
A few days ago I addressed a letter
to the Commissioner of Pensions, ask-
ing him to furnish me a statement
showing the amount paid for pensions
from 1860 to 1870, inclusive, to which
he replied as follows:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Pexsiox OFFICE, }
Washington, D. €., July 25, 1876,
Sig: In compliance with your re-
quest of the 24th inst., I bave the hon-
or to transmit the inclosed table of the
amount paid for Army and Navy pen-
sions from 1860 to 1870, inclusive.
Inelosed is also the annual report of
this office for the year 1865; the copies
for the year 1864 are exhansted,
Very respectinlly,
vour obedient servant,
. P (. NTARKE,
Chief Clerk.
Hon. H. G. Davis,
United States Senate.

2 @ P #

In order that the difference between
the books of the Pension Office and the
finance report for 1870 may readily ap-
pear, I have prepared the following
statement: i
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Letter of Com’nr
of Pensions, Ju-
Iv 25, 1876... . 129,381,228 88

Decrease 3

405,154 83

Difference or in-

crease in See- ;

retary’s table....§ 13,149,265 06 £13,149,265 (6

This establishes clearly that the hooks
ol the Pension Burean do not agree
with the finance reports; and that the
finance report increages the pension
expenditures from 1860 to 1870 over
the books, more than $13,000,000 for
that burean, for the yvears named,

Bonds and Public Lands to Railroads.

The Government, under Re-
publiean administration, has
given to the various Pacitic
railroads, in 6 per ecent bonds,§61,622.512 00
On which has hoen paid as in-
terest, after deducting what
hasbeenrepaid by compantes 23,290,163 29

Total ... 7,913,675 20

There have been granted to various
railroads, of the public domain, since
1861, land grants amounting to 159,-
486, 766 ac res, or about 250,000 square
lmles an area greater than the- States of
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Rhode Island and Connecticut, New
York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Ohio and Indiana—12 average
States of the Union.

It will be borne in mind that previ-
ous to 1861 there had net been granted
for like purposes of the public domain,
more than 10,000,000 acres.

Cabinet Changes.

It is a notorious fact that Secretary
Bristow, and Post Master General
Jewell were the two members of the
Cabinet who were actively hostile to
corruption and endeavored to make re-
forms and correct abuses. For the man-
ly, honest and commendable efforts of
Secretary Bristow and his subordinates
to destroy the whisky rings, he incur-
red the ill will of this pow erful combi-
nation, and its friends, and it seems
they had influence (enou,t_rh to drive
him from the Cabinet. Post Master
General Jewell, Commissioner Pratt,
Yaryan, Chief of the Secret Service, and
many others shared the same fate.

Pension Frauds.

On pages 16 and 577 of the Fi-

nance Report for 1875, xl‘.opeu-

sion expenditures are stated

to have been for the yaar 1875.829,446,266 2
Now, taking the report of the

Commissioner of *ensions for

1875, page 5, we find that the

entire pension roll for 1875

amounted to.... ervnvennanienenn 20,288,619 50
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And ofi page 22 of the sanie res
port will be found a detailed
statement by States, of the

< payment of pensions to the
army in 187 amounting to
#25,816,445 84, to which add the
amouantofnavy pensions paid
during that year, $473,073 75,
and we have the exact am’t,
which agrees with the official
rolls on page 5, before stated ;
leaving a difference or bal. of

Not agcounted for, exeept.........

Amount paid the 58 pension
agents, and their expenses,
averaging each between §8,000
and $,000, leaving a differ-
enceof., 8 2,658,288 77

unace cmnted fur as the uthe] expenses

of the pension bureau are paid by a

separate appropriation. A report of

the committee on pensions to the House
made in Febuary of this year, states
that two clerks in the pension bureau

Stiles and Caflrey were detailed to  act

as clerks to the Republican Congres-

sional Committee, and drew their pay
monthly from the pension fund al-
though they never appeared at their
desks in the pension office. It is also
in evidence that detective Bell was
emploved to go to 8t Louis during the
whisky trials and work in the interest
of certain parties and against the Gov-
ernment, and was paid out of the pen-
sion fund. He was recommended by
President Grant and appointed by
Secretary Chandler.

Use of Public Money to Influence BElect-

3,166,600 63
H08,407 St

1ons.

1t isa notorious fact that the Republic-
an party,in various ways have made free
use of public funds to carry elections.
It is in evidence before one of the
Committees of the House, that $32,000
was paid from the Secret Service fund
in 1871-2and 5, on the orderof the Attor-
ney General of the United States to
John Davenport, to be used in the
elections in New York city. It is a
fact well established that a'tax is lev-
ied upon all office holders, clerks and
employeesin the departments of the
Government to raise election funds,
and that post traders and other ap-
pointees and centractors all made to
contribute their §uotas. It is in tes-
timony that certain information was
given by the Treasury Department to
Henr yUlews, a New York Banker,
touching sales of gold, and information
concerning bonds, by which he was en-
2 | abled to make a lcbrno sum of money, in
return for which it was understood
that he was to eontribute $60,000 to the
election fund during that year, which he
did. This tax and these contributions




generally come from the Treasury of
the United States, although indirectly.
It igalso in evidence before one of the
Congressional Investigating Commit-
tees, that in 1874, an ex-member of Con-
gress from Lounisiana paid a person
$125 to sign a voucher, for $5,000 for
Light House repairs, which work
was never done. This voucher was
paid by the Government, and the pro-
cecds applied to election purposes. The
organ of the administration at Wash-
ington, the National Republican, was
paid $85,000.00 for advertising the de-
linquent tax list in the District of

8.

Columbia for one year. TItis generally
believed that the larger portion of the
Republican Campaign expenses is paid
indirectly from the Treasury of the
United States, as _indicated by the ex-
ample just named.

Money Squandered in the Department

of Justice.

This evil isfully exposedin the re-
port of the committee on expenditures
in that department, dated 24th March
1876, to the House. The committe find
that $220,228.46 has been paid to special
counsel. The following instances of
payment are taken from the report:

Date. Distriet,

To whom paid.

Amount| On what account,

South Carolina..,

Southern Ohio,...

1872, consveens o, | iARLETD. Missouri

187200 Louisian.. s

7B besauny Dist. Columbia...

I), H. Chamberlaln

Aaron F. Perry

J. W, Nable.,.....

J. R. Beckwith.......

R. M. Corwine..

§ 5,000 Special service under
' | the Enforcement
acts,

10,000 [Services renderved he-
fore a committee of
Congress,

b,000 |Bpecial serviees, Tax

va. Meyers.

5,000 [Special services, Wolf-

by vs. Hinphey es-
tate.

10,000 [Bervices as special
connsel in Faragut

award.

It is said that there is more money
expended in one State, nuder the De-
partment of Justice now, than was ex-
pended in all the States prior to 1860.

Faragut Awards.

In addition to the above expenses
for special counsel, the Committee on
appropriations in examining into the
disposition of what is known as the
Faragut award fund, which amounted
to about $908,000,000 conclude their re-
port in the following language:

It appears from the decree of the

Court, that the expenses ol the

Courtin making and enforeing

Lhe (eCree Were ... eemsmesed 18,049 18
And that, there was paid out of

the amount awarded to the cap-

tors of the vessels as aforesaid,

to Benj. F. Butler, I. H. Ashton,

and Nathaniel Wilson, as coun=

sel for thecaptors under the dif-

ferent decrees ot the Court........ 123,472
And to R, M, Corwine, Assistant

United States Attorney in the

BHACLiizs avsarnasssnans siosis inan eosrssnsecsn . 10500080
Making in all for the costs ef 5
152,411 18

conrt and attorneys’ fees...........
Think of it! Costs of Court and

attorneys’ fees in one case over $150,-

Becretary of the Na
Cooke & Co., with
their Failure.

The testimony taken before the
House committee on mnaval affairs
shows that Jay Cooke & Co., bankers
at Washington, failed on 18th of Sepf.
1873. Six days thereafter Secretary
Tobeson  deposited $1,500,000 of the
funds of the Navy Department, with
Jay Cooke, McCullongh & Co., in Lon-
don, withont authority of law, and with-
out sufficient security which may yet

Bustaining Jay
ublic funds after

provea heavy loss to the Government.

Freedman’s Bureau.

In a report of the Secretary of War to
the House of Representatives, dated
Dee. 4th, 1873, 43d Congress Ex. Doe, 10,
he uses the following language touch-
ing the conduct of the then Commis-
sioner, General Howard.

The responsibility and accountabili-
ty attaching to the late Commissioner,
go far as now developed, amounts to up-
ward of $278,073.66.

Here we have the acknowledgement
of the Secretary of War, in an official
report, that nearly $300,000 had been
taken from the Freedman’s Bureau up

000, and all paid by the Government,

to that date, and had not been ac-



counted for by the Commissioner. Al-
though there have heen many millions
of public funds expended in" this Bu-
rean sinee the War, yet no official ve-
port has ever been made to Congress,
and it is impossible to ever estimate the
amount improperly nsed,

Moth Bxterminator Swindle.

It will be remembered thai Gieo A.
Cowles & Co., obtained a contract with
the Army and Navy Department to
furnish a patent remedy to protect
Army and Navy clothing from moths.
Hamilton G. Fant, a banker in Wagh-
ington City, testified before the Com-
mittee on expenditures in the War De-
partment, that the amounts received
and disbursed by him for Cowles & Ca,,
were as follows:

Received from the Army, Navy
and Ordnanee Offices,, . enmeense SH08,875,00

The profits on the business were
ahout $300,000, according to the divi-
sion, which was among the contrac-
tors, and the lobyists who assisted then
to secure the contract. IHere ‘it is
shown that of $403,875.00 of the public
funds $300,000 was paid out o a ring as
profits, and the Grovernment only had
the benefit of $103,875 00.

The Civil Service

is a disgrace to the Government. The
Republican party in their platforms
and otherwise haye always made great
promises of reform, none of which

ve they kept; on the ‘contrary, they
have done everything to make réform in
the eivil service impossible, Some
time since the President appointed
commisssioners to investigate and re-
port on the civil service, consisting of
distinguished gentleman, George Will-
iam Curtis at their head, In their ve-
port (see Senate Does. No. 1 to 2, 2d
Sess. 42 Cong.) they say :

“It is not easy they say to compute
in figures the exact economical diff-
erence between a good and a bad sys-
tem of the civil service. It is, neces-
sarily, a matter of inference and of com-
parison between the probable operation
of a careless and careful method. But
it is ealenlated by those who have
made a careful study of all the facts,
that one-fourth of the revenuesof the
United States are annually lost in the
collection, and for alarge part of that
loss a system of the service whick is

artially unsound may reasonably he
Eeld responsg)le.

9

Increase of Taxation and Expansion

of Offices.

[n this connection the following ta-
bles will show that the increase in tax-
ation, and extravagance in expendi-
tures and the expansion of officers have
gone hand in hand under Republican
rule.
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The following statement of the num-
ber of employes borne upon  the civil
list of the United States from 1859 to
1875, inclusive, is compiled from ihe
official Biennial Registers:

Number of eivil employes under:
Mr. Buchanan’s administration......... 44,527
Mr. Lineoln’s administration in 1561, 46,049
Mr. Lineoln’s administration in 1863, 47,875
Lineoln and Johnson’s administra-

HonIn I8A5L. L A s BRTAT
President Johnson in 1867.....ceeeeeeees 56,113
President Grant in 1869.... seien: O IT
President Grant in 187L. ... veve 57,005

President Grant in 1875..........oceevennns 86,660
President Grant in 1875.. weres 1,119
Presiddnt Grang in 1876..... L

.Commereial Distress.

The following table will show the
failures that have oocurred and the
rapidity with which they have in-
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creased under Republican administra-
tion and legislation :
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These facts call loudly for a remedy
which can only be brought about by a
change of administration.

From the above it will be seen that
there were more failures, by eleven
hundred, in 1873, than in 1872, with an
increase in liabilities of $107,443,000.
Of this increase in liabilities New York
City is chargeable with %71,000,000.

Tn 1875, and including the six
months ending June 30th, 1876, there
were eighty-one hundred and sixty-
three failures, agaregating $186,257,695.
Of this number and sum the last six
months the report shows forty-six hun-
dred failures, amounting to %$108,415,-
429, with a corresponding increase for
the month of July.

Unequal Taxation — The South and
Wgst Taxed for the Benefit of the
North and East-

West Virginia, according 1o
the official report of the Com=
missioner of Internal Reve-
nue for 187, paid internal
revenue to the Government
last year.. v )

More than

the entire amonnt
Maine, New Hamp-

shire and Vermont SN
Virginia paid ..... i weaneans 7,650,089 97

ihe New England States paid
for thal year; and since 1867
WestVirginia has paid nearly 8,000,000 00
And the State of Virginia more .
ithan...... 45,000,000 00
An examination of the report. refer-
red to and tables accompanyin the
same,will show that the South and West
are made to pay by far the larger ghare
of Internal Revenue tax collected and
this on the articles they produce, while

the tariff laws are so constructed as to
favor New England and the Kast, at
the expense of the South and West.

Condition of the South

1s improving generally though under
the most adverse circumstances and the
hostility of the administration. Where
ever the Democratic party has control,
peace, law, and order prevail, and pros-
perity is dawning; where over the Re-
publican party has control, or is disput-
ing for ascendency everything is in
chaos and confusion, lawlessness and
violence prevail, and prosperity is re-
tarded, carpet bag tyranny, and bayonet
rule have nearly destroyed some of the
States, loaded them with hopeless debt.
The legally elected Legislature of
Louisiana was overturned by Federal
bayonets, and usurpers subsituted and
sustained by military power.

Mississippi and other States have
also felt the weight of Federal bayonets
in their affairs. The President recom-
mendéd a policy, which 1f Congress
had not disapproved, it would have
overturned the Government of Arkan-
sas. Generally the power of the Gov-
ernment has been exerted in the south
to intimidate Democratic votes and
prevent the success of the Democratic
party. Since theadjournment of Con-
gress, the Secretary of War issued an
order to the General of the army, to
hold all available troops ready to go to
the South in case of any disturbance,
which will certainly be {»rought about
hy some carpet bagger, so as to furnish
a subterfuge for the presence of the
troops and the imtimidation of the
white people. Notwithstanding these
oppressions  and  outrages, the
people are trying to do  their
duty, improve their runined fortunes,
build up waste places, and are obe-
dient to law and authority. This fact
is supported by all impartial testimony.
In all this we see the strongest tenden-
ev towards centralization of power in
the General Government which is the
poliey of the Republican party, and has
been particularly fostered by President
Grang, not only in the South, but else-
where. In his message recently tothe
Flouse on the River and Harbor bill, he
undertakes to say he will only execute
such portions of the law contained in
the hill as may suit his views. This is
the boldest assumption of power ever
attempted by a President in this coun-

try.
The following tables and figures will




give some idea of the condition of
affairs in South Carolina and Lousiana
under carpei-bag rule as compared
with other times.
From the report on affairs in the
late insurrectionary states, we have
Debts and Liabilities of Liouisana.

TN 1861 ..ocviusvnrsens somssssrsne sesenssenconnss 510,099,074 31
In 1868 ... 14,317,051 62
In 1871 41,194,473 94
Excess of expenditures over re-
Ceipts, 1871 nsrecreririnsanrsneecees 9,345,733 00
Per centage of increase, 1868 to 1871, 200.

TAX LEVY.
ereeee§ 4,960,780 00
e 6,490,028 00
n ten years, 50.
South Carolina—Indebtedness & Frauds
From proceedings of the Tax-Payers’
Association'of South Carolina, the fol-
lowing facts show the indebtedness and
expenditures under carpet-bag rule:
VALUATION.

PROPERTY

In .. 8 490,000,000
In reee 170,000,000
In 500,000
In 2,700,000
An increase in 13 years of nearly b0y per
cent.
LEGISLATIVE EXPENSES,
IO a0 ittt 40,000
In 1873 291,000
A? inerease in 13 years ot nearly 700 per
cent,

The public printing for sixty years
aggregated $400,000, or an annual av-
erage of $6,6606.

Now mark the difference under Re-
publican rule, as shown by the follow-
ing table:

PUBLIC PRINTING,
Oectober, 1870, to October, 1871,
Qctober, 1871, to October, 1587
Qctober, 1872, to Octuber, 1873.
Undrawn appropriation.
Extra session, 1874........

Total for three years............§924,281 30

Annual average of $308,003 76.

Showing the expense for public
printing for three years under
Republican carpet-bag rule to be
$500,000 more than the expense for six-
ty years under the administration of the
Democratic citizens of South Carolina
before the war. From October 31,
1872, to November 19, 1873, the amount
paid for publie printing in Sourh Caro-
lina was $575,000, while the total reve-
nues of the State for the same period
were but $1,719,728, (See State Treas-
urer’s report.)

Annual legislative expenses before
the war, $40,000; annual legislative ex-
penses since the war, $300,000; an in-
crease of more than 700 per cent., while
property has decreased more than 100

11

per cent.

The above is a fair sample of the con-
dition of the Southern States while
under Republican rule

Statement showing debts and Ulabilitics of
Southern States al close of war and in 1872,

a [
ne o g
2o =2 b
2z LR
el a8
e 23
State, 9% g,._:
W g2 w_ .
222 228
o= rpet=1
=} =]
North Carolina...|$ 10,951,816 00/$ 34,887,467 85
South Carolina..| 5,040,000 00} 39,158,914 47
Florida ... 221,000 00 15,763,147 54
Tennessee 20,106,606 66} 45,688,265 46
Arkansas 4,086,952 87 19,761,265 62
Louislana .. 10,099,074 34| 50,540,306 91
TEXAS vrrnene Nominal, | 20,361,010 61
Alabama, 5,989,658 89| 388,382,967 34
GeOrgia e Nominal, | #50,637,500 00
! |
O] e 500,194,198 76 815,181,143 80
#June 1, .

Tt will be borne in mind that these
states from the close of the war up to
1872, were under Republican rule.
“What a Democratic House has Accom-

shed.

Although eml?arrassed and hindered
in its endeavors by a Republican Ad-
ministration and Senate, it has accom-
plished much, and is entitled to the
gratitude of the country.

It actually reduced the expenditures
of the Government, for 1877, about $40.-
000,000, but by reason of the opposi-
tion on the part of Republicans in the
Senate, who refused to concur this
amount was reduced to between $29,-
000,000 and  $30,000,000 which was ac-
cepted as a compromise:

It brought to light, the crimes and
peculations of Belknap, the close con-
fidential Cabinet member of the Presi-
dent;+ exposed him, caused his im-
peachment, and rid the country of hig
presence, in one of the highest positions
in the country.

Tt has exposed the Emma Mine
frauds, forced the resignation of Mr.
Schenk, ag Minister to England, for im-
proper connection with the’promoters
of the same.

It has exposed the reckless extrava-
oance and favoritism ot the Navy De-
partment; the improper use of publie
money, in the Department of Justice;
the corruption that existed in the
Freedman’s Bank, and Freedman’s

Bureau, in the Real Estate Pool of the
District of Columbia, in the Indian
and Pensien Bureaus, in the whisky
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ring frauds, and the prosecution of the
same. 1t drove from power wherever
it could, unworthy and corrupt officers,
repealed the resumption act, ag to date
for resuming, and made every possi-
ble endeavor to re-instate gilver, which
had been demontized, as alegal tender
in 1873 by the Republicans, and was
only prevented from doing so by the
Republicans  fillibustering to the last
moment of the session of the present
Congress.
Repeal of the Resumption Act.

The resumption act, so-called, was
passedin 1875, and it is believed contrib-
uted largely to the financial distress that
now afilicts the country. Believing
that to fix a day was unwise, and fore-
ed resumption would contract the cur-
rency too speedily, decrease the value
of property and impoge heavy burdens
on the debtor classes, the Democratic
party in Congress repealed and voted
against the act, urging that it would
produce the evil results it has, The
Democrats in National Convention, re-
flecting the will of the party through-
out the Union, demanded in their plat-
form the repeal of the elause fixing the
date of resumption in the act. The
Democratic House accordingly passed a
bill repealing the time elause, sent it to
the Senate where it was referred to the
Finance Committee to die. The eoffect
of the resumption act passed by the Re-
publicans must increase’ the present
financial depression, econttnue the
shrinkage in values, and stop manufac-
tories and other enterprises, and there-
fore diminish the demand for labor,
reduce wages and create general want
throughout the country.

Silver as a Legal Tender.

Silver ag well ag gold, from the foun-
dation of our government to 1872, was
a legal tender in payment of all debis.
In 1873 the Republican party, for some
:anse unexplained, took from silyer
this quality it had so long possessed,
and forbid its being used as a legal
tendar in payment of sums above five
dollars, making gold alone a lezal ten-
der for all sums above five dollars.
This had the effect to aid the bond
holder and the creditor classes, and
greatly oppresses and injurey the debi-
or elasses and the government, be-
cause since 1873 the government has
been compelled to pay its interest in
g(;]n] alone, and the l_':[]J.'l.(‘H..\' ol both
the government and the people to pay
their debts at all, has been greatly re-

duced, ag the estimated quantity of gold

and silver in the world is about equal.

What West Virginia has Gained by
Sending Demogcrats to Congress.

From the organization of the State,
up to 1872, West Virginia reeceived
nothing in the way of aid for Internal
Improvements.

Since you have sent Demoerats to
Congress, the State has received over
one million dollars, as follows:

Appropriated for the—

Great Kanawha.,......
Monongahela, about,

Little Kanawhs, ......... R 7y
surveys of the different rivers in
e State, about., oo ,000

Custom House and b
Parkersburg .. LSAlRnn RN a1T.000

Total....ceeee eessnenansassesenei 084,800
Democratic Success Almost Certain,

There will be 369 votes in the Elec-
toral College. Necessary to a choice 185.
The Southern States, exeept South

Carolina, may be set down as

certain for the Democratie par-

ty, and without that state they

will give.. 3 o 131 votes
To this add the voteso w York

35, New Jersey 9, Connecticut 6, :

Oregon 3, and California 6,........ 59 votes

Tolhl eertaim. L s 190 votes
Five more than necessary to elect.
Now, the following States may be put

down as doubtful :

Indiana, with
Wisconsin.
Nevada
Colorade
Pennsylvania.

TobaL oo GRG0 .60 Yotes

If there should be any miscaleula-
tion as to the Democratic States, there
are certainly enough doubtiul ones,
headed by Indiana, to make itup.

Our Candidates.

The canse of the Democracy is'the
cause of the people and the cause of
reforin, and our candidates are thor-
oughly identified with both.

Croy. Tilden is a man of acknowledg-
ed ability, high character, large and
mature experience in publie affairs—he
hag been recently tried in a great field,
Governor of the Empire State, and has
shown himsell not only to be a great
statesman, with great executive ability,
bt the chiampion of retrenchment and
veforin.  He found the State of New
York left by the Republican party with
a fax of $16,000,000 per annum, which
in fwo years he redoced to less than
59,000,000, Since he has been Governor
he has waged a coustant war against
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corrnption and rings, having utferly
destroyed the New York City “and Ca-
nal rings, and inangurated economy
and reform in every branch of the
state government. e has shown such
eapacity for administration and gov-
ernment, that if elected to the Presi-
deney no one doubts hut hie will be the
[r’qulvnt without aid from any one.
He enjoys the confidence of his
neighbors and those who know him
Lest, and has given evidence of great
strength and popularity in his own
Hmto, having defeated for Governor,
Gen. Dix, the strongest Republican in
the State, by more than 50,000 majority.
AstoGovernor Ilendricks, he isknown
and recognized as one of the ablest and
purest statesmen of the present age;
nobody questions either his ability or
integrity, and all agree that he is emi-
nently fitted for the high office for
which he is nominated.
The Candidates of the Republican Party
It is well known that Gov. Hayes
wag nominated by the influence of the
President and the especial friends of
his administration, and if elected gives
no promise that he will make any

change in the policy of the Republican |

party. The same influences that con-
trol now will control then, and all
hope of economy, reform, retrench-
ment, change in Lhe administration of
]mlrlm affairs and our financial policy,
will be defeated.

Our State Affairs.

The Democratic party in their last
State Convention, did well in making
their nominations.  The State ticket
headed by Attorney General Mathews
for Governor, was selected with great
unanimily, and well  distributed
throughout the State. 1t is composed
of gentlemen of high eharacter and
ability, who will, I am confident, re-
Heet gr eat cre dit upon the State inthe
digeharge of their duties

l*eelmg that these and other gentde-
men of the Democratic party will thor-
oughly discuss the affaivs of the State
and defend their management, 1 will
refer to them only briefly and in a
general way. ;

The condition of the State when
copared with that of others, notwith-
standing the general distress that pre-
vailsg, is enconraging,  The debt inher-
ited from the Republican party in 1871
has been paid, and the State is entively
ot of debt, with a surplos in the treas-
wry. Cuar people havestood the effects

of the panic as well as fhose of any
other State.
. Taxation

Iz very low compared with other Staies.
The State and County Taxes are among
the lowest in the Union. In some
of fhe States they reach as high as 3 to
4 per cent,; ours average less than 1
per cent. In this connection I desire
to submit a table 1 prepared from ofli-
cial gonrces and incorporated in some
remarks made duoring the last cam-
paign:

Assessable [Taxes
Name of State, Property. Levied,
West Virginia........§  140,000,0008 1,722,000
Fastern States.

Massachusetts.......| 1,59L983,0000 24,922,000
New Hamshire 144 {IIU Q0| 8,255,000
Vermont. 102 548,000 1,547,000
‘Maine ..... el 204,263,000 5,345,000

Western States. '
Iowa....... vernenamraneans) 302,815,000 9,065,000
| BLA84,0000 1,027,000
482,800.000] 21,285,000
92,125,000f 2,673,000
258,371,000 7,060,000
188,581,000) 2,776,000
P 2"8 00Ul 8,746,000
ArKANERE. ..ocucnsene. s M, 523' 2 866,000

So it will be seen our taxes are one-
third less than the average of these

,t.welvt. Republican States, and- much -

less than the average of all the States
in the Union.
Public Bechools

Under Democratic  administration,
have been greatly improved while the
expenses have been redueed,

The taxation for the support of pub-
lie schools between 1865 and 1870 was
as great or greater than at present; yet
in thesix years from 18656 to 1870, in-
clusive,

The am't paid to teachers was., $1LU21,052 54
Am’t expended on buildings... 1,074, 079 84

TOLALs saseai sieane svrnn rrerns basansanans o 90,086,052 58

While the amount expended in the
live years from 1871 to 1875, inclusive,
(after. Demoerats took charge,) was
Paid to teachers .. #2,138,608 T8
Paad for baldings lll‘ls,..'fl 0

TOLAL.. e s sasmssmbrsisatisnsivasinrninsi BeB 1,510 48

That i3 to say, while taxation re-
mained the same or less, the Demo-
party expended for school pur-
poses in & years, $1,135,779 10 more.
than (he ]Eepnhlicauq expended in
six years. The amount paid to teach-
ers under Democratic rule was, in five
years, $1,117,486 16 more than was




yaid them in six years under Repub-
ican rule.

The following statement will show
gix years of school expenditures under
Demoeratic role, ﬂlll.l six vears under
Republican rule:

Am’t paid 1865 to Tl
‘Am’t paid 1871 to '75.83,231,811 48

$2,096.082 28

Estimate for 1876....... 800,000 00
Total in 8ix years. 4.031,811 45
DITerence Or 8XOeSH, s F1,9385,7749 20
Which has been expended under

Demoeratic rnle for educational purpo-
ses in six years, over the amount ex-
pended during the same period under
Republican rule, and this too while the
excess of pupils was, under Democratic
management, 171,753,

Our Public Institutions.

The econoinical wanagement of*our
publie institutions commends itself to
every one. The condition of the Insane,
Deat, Dumb and Blind Asylums, is most
satistactory. These institutions are bet-
ter managed and with less expenditures
than at any period since the organiza-
tion of the State, and will compare most
favorably with those of other Siales.
The average cost of maintaining and
earing for patients in the Insane Asy-
lums of the United States generally, is
%5 per week, while in West Virginia it
is less than 250 per week for each
pationt. Many of this unfortunate ciass
from the organization of the State until
recently, have been confined in the
county juils at heavy expense, for want
of room in the Asylum, but since the re-
cent addition has been completed, hap-
pily all are cared for. A suitable build-
ing has nlso been provided for colored
patients.

Penitentiary.

The State Penitentiary 18 one of the
best in the country, and ably and econ-
omically managed. Under Demoeratic
management the expenses have been
greatly reduced, as the following figures
will show:

Republican management, 4 years and
10 months, cost $165,248 77—per month
$2,417 91—subsistence for prisoners per
capita tor each day ﬂofhﬂﬁ.‘

Democratic Tule 5 yenis and 3 months,
cost $92 327 04—per month $1,465 50—
subgistenes for prisoners per capita lor
each day 18.75.. A4 present 11 R

State Constitutions.

The Republican party in their last
platform call in question some of the pro-
vigions of the present Constitution, We
claim for it great superiority and great
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improvement over the former one, and
that it 1s far more liberal, and better
adapted to the wants of the State and
the people. Upon the adoption of the
present Constitution a great majority of
the people voted. there being cast about
80,000 votes, while at the adoption of the
tormer but few of the people voted, be-
tween 17,000 and 18,000

The old Constitution permitted legis-
lation which imposed severe and unjust
restrictions and  prohibitions against
many of our citizens, such as preventing
them from voting, teaching sehool, hold-
ing office, practising law, and bringing
suits in the courts in certain cases, [n-
der the new, no such legislation can
exist. Under the old Constitution spe-
cinl legisiation was allowed; under the
new now it is prohimted. Under the
new Constitution taxation for county
[ purposes can not exceed (except in
certain cases, and that by three-fourths
of all the voters in the county,) 95¢ for
each $100 of the assessment valuation of
property.

Under the new Constitution, counties
can, at their option, have a County
Court or Board of Supervisors, and the
sessions of the Legislature are biennial,
saving the time and expense of an annu-
al election and s session of the Legisla-
ture. Under the new Constitution, col-
ored people are required to pay a capita-
tion tax, and all capitation taxes "go to
school purposes.

The tacts I have cited, showing the
condition of the country, and the affairs
of the government and their manage-
ment, the corruption and extravagance
that reigns in every department, the
financial depression and distress, the
shrinkage of values, reduction of wages,
stoppage of mills, mines and faciories,
and people without employment, furnish
strong reasons why there should bo a
change in the administration of the
government.

The continuance for a long time of &
political party in power, has a tendency
of itself to encourage corruption, which
can only be remedied by a change.

1t is an historieal fact, that the various
panics and periods ot financial depres-
a10n that have prevailed in the country,
commencing with 1837 and since, have
only been remedied and prosperity re-
stored, by a change of administration.
And it seems to me that all classes, far-
mers, bankers, merchants, manutactu-
rers, and laborers generally, should take
warning from examples of history and
past experience, and in the coming elec«
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tion strive to bring about a change in
the' admnistration, which, if does not
entirely, will tend more than any other
eause or event, to restore confidence 1
buginess affairs and prosperity to the
whole country. Should the present pol-

1cy continue, aund there be no change in
the next tour years, all business must ab-
golutely stop, and financial ruin and dis-
aster overtake us as a people and a na-
tion.

THE PROPLE'S LAND.

Republican Gifts to Railways and Corportions. 278 -
758 Square Miles of Territory, Equal to 211 States
the Size of Rhode Island Presented
to the Monopolies.

The Area Greater than Maiﬁe, New Hampshire, Vermont,

Massachu-

setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Ohio and Indiana Taken from Settlers.

“We reaffirm our
opposition to further
rantsot the public
ands corporations
ard monopolies, and
deniand that the nat
ional domain be de-
voted to free homes
for the people "—Cin
cinnati Platform.

gtate.  Year.

Wisconsin.1866--Breakwater

“Retorm is necess-
ary to put a stop to
the profligate waste
|ot public lands, and
| their diversion from
{actual seftlersby the
|party in power,
which hassqandered
200 (00,000 acres upon
railroads alone, and
out of more than
thrice that aggregate
has disposed of less
than a sixth to til-
lers ot the soil,”—~St.
| Louts Platform.

Number
of
Corporation. acres.
and

ship canal .. ... 200,000
Michigan...1865—-Portage Lakeship
canal.. .o.oomsnee 200,000
Michigan...1866—Portage Lakeship
TR ovrnreerrinenne 200,000
Michigan...1866—La  Belle ship
CANAL carimnceeeeneee 100,000
Alabama....1871—8. Alabama R. R.. 576,000
‘Alabama....1888—Ala and Chattan-
0083 Re Ruvovrounens 897,920

Number
State. Year. Corporation., of acres.
Louisiana..1871—N. 0., B. Rouge
and Vi
e +eeennes 1,600,000
Arkansas..  B6-—-0a110 ¢ fulton 968,722
Arkansas...154)‘6-—-[\[0:11(1‘:.iuu.nrl Lit
tle rock. reaiass 365,539
Arkansas...1866—Little Ttock and
Fort Smith....... 458,771
Arkansas....1866—Iron  Monutain
B B o svinssstasesss 905,000
Missouri....1866—Calro : Fulton
R B uneien 28,718
Missouri.....1866—st. Lot vnd Iron
Mountain.. ... 1,400,000
TOWa ..unrrnne ) B6--Burlington and
Missouri River. 101,110
1OW reeerrenn. 1801—Chie and R. 1.
R e o 18T
TOWH +avrensnn 1 B64--Cled
Missouri River. 342,406
TOWH.csenenn1861--MeGiregor and
Missouri River.. 1,556,000
TOWE ..ersne1864=-Sioux City and St
aul e 256,000
TOWa...........lBid--B0o0ix v
Pacific...... .. 580,000
Michigan,..1866--Jackson. ansing
and Michigan
(regrant).... 1,052,469
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Number

State. . Year. Corporation. of acres,
Michigan...1865--Flint and FPere

Marquette . 086,828
Michigan...1864—Grand Japlda. and

Indiana. 231,200

Michigan.. 1865--Bay de o
and J\Luqup“e- 128 000
Michigan .. 1865-Marqueite and
Ontonagon .. 245,200
Michigan...1862--¢’hicago, and N,
v 370,680

185,800
Wisconsin . 1864-- West Wlsnonsm.. 675,000
. Wisconsin. I8id-=51 Croix _and

f
Michigan...186 :A-t,}{mag,o ‘and N

Lake Superior 350,000
Wisconsin.1861--Bay field bran . 215,000
Wisconsin..1862--Chicago and ¢

W. (regrant)..... 600,000
Wisconsin..ig64--Portage and Su-

Perior...... - 750,000
Minnesota.. 1865~ Et, Panl and Pa-

cifie 500,000
Minnesota..1865—8t Panl and Pa- .

cific Branch....... 725,000
Minnesota., 1865--Minnesota Cen-

tral ... 200,000

Minnesota..l1865--Winons Bt
Petar. .ouvsiaiias - 690,000

Minnesota.l864- St.  Paul aud
+ Soux City... 150,000

Minnesota.'64-'66 Lake ‘supormr
and Mississippi. 800,000

Minnesota.1866--Minnesota South-
735,000

350,000

ern..
Minnegota.. 1866 Hastin
Tota
L1863 «Leayen worth, Law
rence and  Gal-
VOBLON (o veaccionsanis 800,000
1864--Atchisen, Tope-
ka and Santa Fe 1,200,000
Kansas.......1864--U. Pacific, South-
ern branch. -
Kansas........ 186i6--St. Jo, and Ik

Kansas......

Kansas.......

500,000

ver . 1,700,000
Kansas.......1866--Fort, & 8

Gl Goiiinas’ T 1R00
Kansas.......1866--Southern branch

Union Pacifie.... 1,203,000
California.i866--Placervilie  and

Sacramento...... 200,000

Numbher

State.  Year. Corporation. of acres.
California. 1866--Central Pacific Or-

: egon branci...... 1,510,000

California, lse7--Steckton and Cop

peropolis 320,000
13!16-—(}“4“0:: a

ifornin I.’Iﬁ(l,ﬁﬂﬂ
Ihll-_Un';_'nl :|1l|dl 1,200,000

Corpor: .
all‘-UIUOi! Pacific. Central
Pacific and Kansas Pa-
citic Bailroads.
1864-70—-Northern Pacific railroad.,
1866 --Atlantic and Pacific rail-
road.. cee e 42,000,000

1871 --Southern Pacific railroad. 2,000,000
1862-64--Cenival Pacifie Ra 4 245,166
1871 --Texas Pacific railroad......... 13,400,000

Wagon roads.

From 1862 to 1871, chiefly in

4,000,000

2

& cenesnsensnneianens 100,845,405

Total number cres bestowed
in land grants sinece 1827.......

206,000,000

Granted by Democratic party in
thiviy-foar -~ 80,054 595
Granted by Rey 1
fifteen years.. i 195,845,405
Pemoeceratiic M.Lnt.n pFl au uum 1,000,000
Republican grants per annum..... 12,000,000

A X
Sy, mls., \r.m\\

Republican Maine
+ land grants.274,758 N, Ham
Vermont.

Massachu

3 Rhode Isl
Connectie

New York,, 7

Pennsylvania ...46,000

Delaware 22,100

Newderse

Maryland

Ohior.| 4

Indiana

10,200
7,800
1,300

-




