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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

TEMPERANCE CONVEN TION.

-

FAIRMONT, MAY 12, 1852,

Acdording to previous notice, a' Larkin Pierpont, James J. Smith, D.
large and respectable number of'del-i'.l'urney, John 8, Barns, sen., F, Mc-
egates from the various Temperance Daougal, Dudley E. Wells, J. Sheets,
organizations of North-western Vir- Daniel H. Cox, Geo, W. Newcomb,
ginia assembledin the Methodist Epis- B. I'. Bell, Dr. Gibbons, Rev. B. F.
copal church in Fairmont, May 12th, Sedwick, Rev. Gep, Dunham, Rev.
1852, and after prayer by the Rev. S.. Wm. P. Harshie, Rev. J. S. Patter-
Siegfried, was organized by the ap-fson, Geo. lrwin, Wm, L. Fetter, Dr.
pointment of WILLIAM A. HARRI-| W. W. Granger, John Jones, Frank-
SON, Esq., of Harrison county, Pres-|lin Phillips, R. B. Upton, John Car-
ident, and SamuveL. Woobs, of Bar- penter, Wm. H. Covert, Benj. Price,
bour county, Secretary. fimd Jas. L, Moorehead.

_ The following gentlemen, viz: John; The following resolution was offer-
S. Barns, John S. Smith, and W. T./ed by Mr. Willley, and after consid-
‘Willey,were appointed a committee tojerable discussion it was adopted—
ascertain and report to the Conven-|  Resolved, That a Committee of one
tion the names of all Delegate_s in at- from each County represented in this
tendance, who afte}' a short time re-|Convention be appointed to consider
ported the fo]los‘vwg gentlemen asfand report upon the expedieney of

delegates, viz :
Olio County,~—Messrs, A. Thomp-
son and Joseph Bodley.
Wetzel—J. C. Moore,
Harrison—Wm. A. Harrison, Thos.
W. Harrison, J. W. Janes and J, W.|
Harris. |
Ran(la]p}o—Rev. Jacob Yeager.
Barbour—Samuel Woods.

Preston—J. . Hagans, Thos.Scott,
G. J. Nixon and John A. Dille. |

Monongalia—Marshall M. Dent,
Henyy Pride, Henry Daugherty, Rev.
Simeon Siegfried, J. T. Mercer, H. 5.
Swith, George S. Ray, James Proiz-
man, Orlando Shay, L. S. Hough, Ce-
phas Gregg, W. T. Willev. Johu
Watts, seu., Jas. D. Kerns, I£d :

Wilson and R. L. Berkshire. E
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memorializing the next Legislature of
Virginia to passa law to be submitted
to the vote of the people, prohibiting
the sale of all spirituous liquors in the
Commonwealth, except for mechayi-

‘cal, medicinal or sacramental purpos-
es,

Whereupon the President appoint-
ed the following gentlemen said Com-
mittee, viz ;: Messrs. Waitman T. Wil-
ley of Monongalia; Samuel Woods of
Barbour; John A. Dille of Preston;
Rey. Cleon Keyes of Taylor; John
S. Barnes, sen. of Marion; J. C. Moore
of Wetzel ; James W, Harris of Har-
rison, and Adam Thompson of Ohio
county.

Mr. Dille offered the following res-
oplution, which was also adopted :
Resolved, That said Committee do

) fl‘a,z/lor——.fl Fream, Jededial Cioft) 3150 report to this Convention such
Rev. Cleon Keyes. i measw es as, in their opinion -will be

Marton—W. J. Martin, John B. best calenlated tosecure an activeand
Nixvon, David H. Lilly, Juln 8. & mith, efiicient viganization of the fiieuds of
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temperance throughout the State f'or{

the purpose of carrying into effect
the olyject of said resolution.

And on motion of Mr. Thompson it
was further

Resolved, That said Committee do
also devis_e and report to the Conven-
tion such ways and means as in their
opinion will best procure the funds
necessary to carry out the objects of
the foregoing resolutions.

Mr. Willey offered the following
resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That aCommittee of five
be appointed to prepare an address to
the public on the propriety of memo-
vializing the next Legislature for the
passage of such a law as is designated
in his first resolution.

Whereupon the President appoint-
ed Messts. W. T. Willey, Samuel
Woods, J. C. Moore, John S. Barns,
sen., and Adam Thompson said Com-
mittee.

The Convention then adjourned un-
til Tharsday morning at 9 o’clock.

Thursday morning, May 13.

The Convention met pursuant to
the adjournment of yesterday and was
opened with prayer by Rev. Adams.

The Committee appointed on yes-
terday, reported a preamble and cer-
tain resolutions relating to the expe-
diency of memorializing the Legisla-
ture, &c., pending the discussion of
which the Convention adjourned till 3
o’clock, p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention re-assembled pur-
suant to adjournment.

The discussion of the preambleand
vesolutions aforesaid was rvesumed;
and after an avimated discussion, they
were adopted in the following form :

Preamble and Resolutions.

ing for certain purposes:—to whom
also it was referred to consider and
report upon the best system of organ-
ization and effort to secure signers to
such a memorial, and the passage of
such a law, have had the subjects to
them thus referred under consideration
and beg leave to submit the following
report :—

The little time afforded to the Com-
mittee has prevented them from pre-
paring an extended argument upon
the reasons which directed them to
the conclusions at which they have ar-
rived. Nor, indeed, is such an argu-
ment deemed necessary. We need
action more than debate. The time
has fully come when the friends of
Temperance should abandon tempor-
ising measures and partial expedients.
Something conclusive and effectual
should be done. The laws of this
Commonwealth licensing the sale of
spirituous liquors, though purporting
to be restraints upon tippling and
drunkenness, are in fact, the greatest
source and cause of intemperance.—
It is at the “ordinary”” (and the more
respectable the ‘ordinary the more po-
tent it is for evil) that the ingenuous
and unwary youth of the land who
{would scorn to be found within the
|precincts of the unlicensed groggery
in nine cases out of ten first imbibe
the lust for, -and acquire the habit of
using infoxicating liquers. These
Jaws should be repealed. Nor willit
suflice. to stop here. The source of
intemperance, the traffic in spirituous
\liquors, should be totally prohibited.
| To effect this, the strong arm of the
Jaw must be invoked. The Commit-
tee believe that legal prohibition is
demanded by every principle and con-
sideration of morality, humanity, reli-
gion and wise political economy.—
They therefore recommend to the con-
vention the adoption of the following
resolution :

I Resolved, That a petition be prepar-

The Commiitee to whom was re- ed, under the authority and sanction
ferred the expediency of memorializ- of this Convention,memorializing the
ing the next General Asseibly of General Assembly of Virginia to pass

. Virginia to pass a law to be submitted a law to be submitted to the vote of

o the vote ot the people, prohibiting the people, totally pmhibi[ing the
irituous lignors, except- sale of spirituous liquors within this

1
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Commonwealth, excepting for medi-
cinal, mechanical and sacramental put-
poses,—and that the same be cireu)a-
ted amongst the people for sianatures
thereto, under such rules and regula-
tions as the Conveutionmay prescribe.

The committee have also consider-
ed, as maturely us the short time since
their appointment would allow, the
means aud agevecies which ought to
be employed most efficiently to sceure
the ohjects coutemplated in the fore-
going resolutinn, They regard wise
and proper action in these respects as
matters of the greatest importance ;
for, howsoever right and proper, our
abstract resolves may be, the mere
enunciation of them will be of little
avail, unless they are enforced by a
generous, well organized and perpet-
uated effort, on the part of the friends
of temperance, We must employ,
and keep employed, active and effect-
ive agencies, if we expect to succeed.
As the result of the hasty delibera-
tions of the committee, they beg leave
to submit the following resolutions :—

Resolved, That a committee of five,
to wit: W. T, Willey, Wm. Wagner,
£5. €. Wilson, Martin Callendine, and
Rev. James Davis, residing in Mor-
gantown, in the county of Monongalia,
be appeinted, to be called The Cen-
tral Committee, who shall be consid-
ered the head of the organization
hereinafter provided. They shall have
general supervision over said organi-
zation in all the counties represented
in this convention, together with such
other counties as shall hereafier unite
with us in promoting the accomplish-
ment of the objects proposed by this
convention. To effect this purpose,
said committee is hereby requested
to open a correspondence with the
triends of Temperance in every coun-
ty in the Commonwealth, urging them
to memorialize the Legislature for
the passage of the law aforesaid, and
to unite in the organization and efforts
hereinafter proposed.

Besolved, That said Central Com-
mittee be requested to urge upon the
friends.of’ Temperance throughoutthe
Srate, to call a State Temperance

Dovvention,-to be held at C]mr'lmles—l
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ville, in the county of Albemarle, on
the first Wednesday in June, 1853 t—
{ill which time, and to which body,
when assembled, is reserved the ques-
tion of further petitioning the Legis-
lature Lo include in the law aforesaid
the further prohibition of the manu-
acture and importation of spirituous
liquors,

Ltesolved, Thatin every county rep-
resented in this Convention, there be
a4 sub-commiltee ﬂ.ppt}ihwd, auxilim-y
to the aforesaid central committee,
!lﬂ.l'_'.h consisting of five members, to
Wil s—

In the county of Barbour,—Samuel
Woods, Tsane H. Steickler, Josiah
W. Reeves, J. M. Hoult and Thomus
Proudfuot,

In the county of Marion,—Larkin
Pierpoint,John 3. Barnes, sen., Daniel
Turney, Daniel Cox and Rev. W. P.
Harshie,

In the county of Preston,—J. C\.
M'Grew, John J, Brown, Peter Bar-
rick, Wm. Sigler and M. B. Hagaus.

In the county of Harrisen,—Na-
than Goft, Dr. Benj. Dolbeare, A, I\,
Burnes, J. Adams and J, W, Harvis,

In the conuty of Randoloh—David
Gofl, E. M. Hart, H. W. Campbell,
Dr. Bosworth, George Buckey.

In the eounty of Ohin,—Adam
Thompson, C. D, Hubbard, Wm. Hol-
liday, Dr. Geo. Moore, Henry Hehols.

In the county of Monongalia,—Rev.
Nimeon Siegliied, John Watts, L. 8.
Hough, Henry Dering, H. E. Smith.

In the ecounty of Wetzel,—J. C.
Moore, Gen. W. Rice, Wm. . Dar-
ling, Friend Cox, Kbhenezer Clacke.

In the eounty of Taylur,—Rev.
Cleon Keyes, Charles W, Newlon,
Adolphus Armstrong, Chidstiun Cove,
Johu Asbury,

[t shiall be 1he duty of the said sub-
committees to superintend all operu-
tions connected with the eflurs pros
posed, in their respective countivs,—
to appoint two or more aetive, zealous
and discreet persons, in each eounty
(distriet, 1o present to every citizen
itherein the memorial aloresaid, and
'procive signatares thereto,—to pro-
e a8 iIHI[}:\' lll{ﬂ]]tfl'ﬂ[lﬁl.‘ ll:fl‘.lill‘l‘_-i L EY
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be delivered at suigable places in the(to secure the object proposed in the
county as possible,—to excite and keep| memorial aforesaid.
alive by all practicable and proper|. Resolved, That this Convention re-
means, & lively interest on the subject/spectfully solrcit, and earnestly invoke
of temperance, and to report to the|the hearty co-operation of all officiat-
Central Committee as often as requir- ing clergymen in the Commonwealth,
ed. . in carrying out the spirit and procu-
ftosolved, That the services of a|ring the accomplishment of the end
competent agent to travel through the of the foregoing resolutions.
«ounties which may unite in this en-| The following resolution was also
terprise, to lecture upon and discuss adopted: Resolved, Thatthe form of
the principles of temperance, distrib-|the Memorial to be presented to the
ute temperance tracts, and procure Legislature, shall be as follows:

signatures to the memorial aforesaid, s
would be greatly advantageous, and| " 10 the General Assembly of Virginia:

ought to be secured if possible.—| The undersigned citizens of
T'herefore, the various sub-committees County respectfully petition your hon-
are requested to ascertain and report|orable body to pass a law, to be sub-
to the Ceutral Committee against the |mitted to the vote of the peaple, for
Ist day of August next, what amount|adoption or rejection, totally prohibit-
of funds can be raised in their several ing the sale of all spirituous liquors
counties for the purpose of employing throughout the Commonwealth, ex-
such an agent. If a sufficientamount cept for mechanical, medicinal, or sa-
ean be raised, then the Central Com-!cramental purposes.
mittee shall proceed to employ such
agent accordingly, —said agent at all
times to be responsible to the Cen-
tral Committee, B

T'o the end, therefure, that sufficient il
measures may be taken to raise funds:|  Resolved, TI,"*'?_ the mothers and
Resolved, That the Cemtral Commit-|daughters of Virginia be earnestly in-
tee address a Circular to each Divis-|voked to lend us their active aid and
ion of the Sons of Temperance in the|influence in all legitimate modes, in
State, and to every other Temperance| forwarding the great temperance re-
orgauization that shall unite in this ﬁ)l"}m“o“ now 1n pmgress,‘and L
plen, requesting them to provide for|curing the tetal suppression of the
a mountkly appropriation to be prompt-| use of spirituous liquors. '
ly fortheoming,—also soliciting con-| On the motion of Mr. Thompsou,
tributions from ull friendsof our cause, | of Ohio County, it was further resoly-
who may not be members of any or-jed that each member of this Conven-
ganizations—said contributions to be(tion be, and is hereby appointed a
received and forwarded to the Central committee to veceive and transmit to
Committee by the Sub-Committees.|said Central Committee such funds as
they may be able to procure to aid in
mittee shall publish quarterly state- cax_‘ryln‘gf)lilt i e ot
ments of all their receipts and diy. [8OINE resolutions. -
bursesgents, together with an wbstract] 1t was further, Resolved, That the
Central Committee be, and is hereby
" : jauthorized to publish the proceedings

ig'f“’/"""Z', ! ’_“‘t“"‘ copy of the PYO-| of this C(mvel];ti(m in suc]? manner as
ccwh”’{f Of this (‘,'“‘“3'""‘,'.“““ b‘" et ithey may deem pwoper for distribution
to the Grand .H;v);mr‘a Ul e SOuE B, - i to the teior of thisse pro-
Pemperance in this State,—to every g0 .2
o - 4 ceedings.
Subordsaate Division,—and te all oth-1 >
er temperance aigudsations, request-|  The Convention then adjourned ¢l
ing their co-operelivn and uflusaece 7 o’clock in the ovening.

I

Jno. 8. Barns, senior, of Marion
county, offered the following resolu-
tion, which was adopted by acclama-

Lesoleed, That said Gentral Com-

of' thelr uperatious geaerally.



EVENING SES®ION,

Conventien met accorﬂing to ad-
journment, and was opened with pray-
er by the Rev. Geo. Dunham,

The Commiteee to whom was re-
ferred the duty of prﬁ;mring an ad-
dress to the people of Virginia, upon
the propriety of memorializing the
Legislature as aforesaid, reported
through their Chatrman the following

address, which was umanimously a-
dopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this
Convention be tendered to the Trus-
tees of the M. E. Church for their kind-
ness intendering the use of the Church
to this Convention,

Convention adjourned, sine die.

WM. A. HARRISON, Pres't.

Samver Woobs, Secratary.

THE ADDRESS.

TO THE PEOPLE OF VIRGINIA:

Frrrow Crrizoye:

We proceed without apology
or preface to the discussion of the fol-
lowing propositions :=—

1. The wuse of spirvituows hquors as
beverages is mot mecessary, -or condu-
cime to health ; but, on the contrary, is
a prolific source of discase and death.

11, The use of spirituows lignors as
beverages, is a most fruitful source of

smmorality and crime.

111, The consumption of spirituous
liguors as beverages, produces a vast
amount of indigence, absolute pauper-

ism, and personal suffering from want;
and is eminently destructive of @ well
regulated and prosperous political e-
coRomiy.

If either of these propositions be
true, the inference is obvious, that the
legal prohibition of the traflic in spi-
rituous liquors would be wise and pro-
per. We think we shall not fail to
demonstrate that they are all true.

1V, We shall envite your candid ex-|

amination of a few of the prominent
pretexts and apologies on which the
advocates of this traffic usnally predi-
cate their justification of it

We are aware, fellow-citizens, that
gome venerable notions, and honored
enstoms, prevailing in the © Old Do-
minion,” will be shocked by e bold-
ness of these propositions. They will
be anathematized as unholy infgac-

tions ‘of the eardinal canons of old
Virginia cheer. The effort to drive
the demijohn from the sideboard, and
the wine cup from the social circle,
whore they have been cherished as
household gods, time immemorial, will
be denounaed as a fanatical invasion
of personal and private rights, over
which the arm of the civil law has no
rightful jurisdiction. We are advised
of all this. But no length of antiquity
can consecrate vice. The truth should
be heeded before error, however for-
tified by the sanctions of a fascinating
but teally pefinicious and criminal hos-
pitality. Disregarding, therefore, the
dictates of prejudice, we appeal to the
reason and understanding, and pro-
ceed to the discussion of thie pernici-
ous and disastrous influences and ef-
fects of the use of spirituous liquors
upon life and health,

It may be urged that these are sub-
jects proper only for the consideration
of physiologists and physicians. But
although you niay not be skilled in
the science of physiology, nor ac-
quainted with the technicalities of the
medical art, vet you arve capable of
forming opinions from matters of per-
sonal observation; and therefore we
may properly enquire—what means
the physical relaxation of the stagger-
ing drunkard ! what mean his loss of
ireason and right perceptinon t—his vo-
feiferous and profane babblings 1—his
jreckless and ungentlemanlike demes-
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not ! What medn the horrible distor-
tions of mind and bady produced by
mania @ potu? What mean the brutal
aspect and dying agonics of the habit-|
ual drunkard ! What mean all these
things, if the use of spirituous hguors
be not pernicious T It does not vequire
the skill of a physician to answer.

Moreover we may appeal to chem-
ical analysis. The vesult is aleohol.
Apply the same test to this, and you
ascertain the component parts of al-
cohol to be hydrogen, carbon and owy-
gen, in the proportion of nearly 13, 52
and 35 to the hundred. The final ve-
sult, thevefore, is poison, subtle, se-
vere, and fatal, =

It is well known, that in aleohol
there is not a particle of nutriment.—
It is utterly indigestible, We repeat
that such an article, used as a beve-
rage, must be destructive of health
and life,

But the medieal faculty have ad-
dressed themselves to the subject and
given to the world the result of their
investigations, They inform us that
when any nutriment adapted to the
constitution, is received into the sto-
mach, it undergoes a certain and ne-
aessary preparation, When this pre-
pavation is accomplished there are cer-
tain vessels which take up the nutri-
ment, and distribute it through every
region of the system, giving to each
component part thereof, as it passes,
around, that which is adapted to its
nature and sustenance :—to the bones,
to the muscles, to the skin—to each
its “portion in due season.” But when
alcohol is taken into the stomach it
resists all modifieation. Tt is seized
by these distributing agencies, and as
it is successively presented by them,
to each member and constituent of the
body, it meets with a prompt and un-
quaﬁﬁed rejection; and thus it ve-
mains, rapidly coursing through all
the fountains and streams of life, fes-
tering, poisoning, inflaming, unchang-
ed and unchangeable, until it is ex:
{wlled through the pores of the skin,

1y the resistance of nature. And this
is the nutritious beverage which claims|
and receives the protecting sanctions|
of the civil code of this civilized and|
christian commonwealth ! l

8 )

But we will submit the qiiestion at
once 10 the medical faculty, and let
them speak for themselves.

Dy, Rush.—DMen in all kinds of
business would be: better without the
use of spirituous liquors”’—and “there
was but one or two cases in which
they could be used without essential
injury.”

Dr. Frank— The use of thege 1i-
quors ought to be entirely dispensed
with, on_account of their tendency,
even when taken in small doses, to in-
duce disease, premature old age, and
death.”

Dr. Paris—"*Ardent spirits pro-
duce more than half of all chronic
diseases.” 2

Sir Astley Cooper—¢ Never suffers
ed spirits to be in his house, declaring
that spirits and poison are synonimous
terms,” ;

Dr. Harris:—The moderate use of
spivitaous liquors has destroyed many
who were never drunk.’”

Dr. Daniel Drale, of Ohio :—* Ar-
dent spirits are a great quickener and
disturber of the animal system, in mo-
derate doses, imparting an unnatural
excitement; in- excessive draughts,
suddenly extinguishing life; thus re-
sembling in their effects, a number of
deleterious vegetable substances, such
as stramonium, hemlock, the Prussic
acid and opinm, which we label poison.

Dy, Sewaqll, a man eminently distin-
guished as a physician, and respeeted
for” his high moral worth—gives the
pathology of spirituous liquors as fol-
lows : “ Dyspepsia, Jaundice, Emaci-
ation, Corpulence, Dropsy, Ulcers,
Rheamatism, Gout, Tremors, Palpita-
tion, Hysteria, Epilepsy, Palsy, Leth-
argy, Apoplexy, Melancholy, Mad-
vess, Delirium Tremens, Premdture
old age, compose but a small part of’
the catalogue of diseases produced by
ardent spirits,”

One is reminded, in reciting this
list, of the elegant lines of Milton,
when describing the effects of that
“fall” which “brought death into the
world with ail our wo:”’
¢ What. misery the inabstinenee of Eve
Hath brought on men—TImmediately o place



Sefore his ryes appeared, sad, toigome, dark ilmf ardent spirits as a dvink, i= an a
A lazar-house it seemed ; where were laid — [hyge. They are mischievous under all
Numbers of all diseased ; all maladies leirenmstances.’”
o i et vk s, o, ey Seveny i of e o
PRI ot e b S I::iri‘ms of this city published this decla-
R T ? [ration: “ Men in health are never ben-
Demoniac phrenzy, moping melanchely, 2 I - fard T
And moonstruck madness, pining atrophy, Il{"ﬁl[ad T_ly Fite e U8 B "l_”'. St "'P.L
S PR {On the coutrary, the use of them is a
ropsies and asthmas, & joint-racking rheums. ||“ o7ty £ Aissns id 5
Dire was the tossing; deep groans : Despair | [T€Juent tause of disease and death.
Tended the sick, busiest from couch to couchs|  Lhe College of Physicians in Phii-
And ever them triumphant Death his dart {adelphia, atter a careful examination,
Shook, but delayed to strike, though oftinvoked gave it as their opinipu that 700 deaths
With vows, as their chief good and final hope.” were vceasioned in that city by intem-

Every line and shade of this strik- | perance in a year. The!_rs_a.me ratin of
ing picture, without any abatement mortality throughout the United States
for [metic l_‘(l](}l‘i!]f_’; or license, has been would make the whole 1!'1'1??“?‘?1;_1)_{_
more than realized in the effects of deaths thus occasioned more than six-
the use of spirituous liquors, 'ty thonsand annually.

Dr. Chapman: ** The evils of using  Judge Cranch, several years agn,
ardent spirits are so great, that the estimated the number of deaths occa-
emptying of Pandora’s hox was but sioned annually in the U, States, by
the type of what has been experiencedthe use of spirituous liquors, at thirty-
by the diffusion of these liquors anong seven thousand five hundred. :
the human specigs.” Bishop DMellvaine, at *“not lesa’

Forty Physicians in the ¢ity of New than thirty thousand.

York, issued a publication a few years  Annapolis—The physicians of thia
ago, from which we muke the f'J”f!W"cit.;.', averaged the deaths there annu-
ing extract: * The use of distilled 1i- ally, which were the result of intem-
quors by those in health, is in no case perance, for seversl vears, It was
whatsoever, beneficial for the proser- one to every three hundred and twen-
vation of health, or for the endurance ty-uine inhabitants. The sune aver-

of" fatigue or hardship.”

Four members of the medical facul-
ty in the University of Glasgow,—
eleven physicians of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians of that eity,—the
President and 27 Fellows of the Roy-
al College of Surgeons ; and 30 other
medical practitioners, certify, that
“the habitual use of ardent spirits
was a principal cause of disease, pov-
erty and misery in that city ; and the
entire disuse of them would powerful-
ly contribute to improve the health
and eomfort of the community.”

City of Dublin : Thirty of the most!

jage throughout the United States,
would have made the number upwarda
lof forty thonsand.

| And now, fellow-citizens, without
wearying you with an uunecessarv
augmentation of evidence, may we not
with coufidence demand, if' we have
not made good the first proposition ?
Is there not cause to exclaim with the
indignation of Milton, in his Sanipson
ggomstes (—

0 maduess ! to think use of strongest wines,
And strongest drinks our chiefsupport of health,
When God, with these forbidden, made choice

Yo rear

eminent professors and medical prac- His mighty champion, strong above compare,
titioners in this city declared thar Whose drink was only from the limpid brook. "
nothing would tend 50 touch Lo ime | Wa ' conelude) it bhsetvations O
prove the health and comfort of the this partof the snbjeet in the lunguage
cominunity, as the entire disuse of ar- of Judge Lumpkin of Georgi ;
dent spirits,”
Dr. Samuel Emlen, late -"‘iet'r'r.-.!ary'm‘ else retrace their stops, and repeat
of the College of Physicians and Sur-[the many wholesome provisions alreq-
geons of Philadelphin, save ; * All UE(‘:‘i!i_\" enacteld o prevent offinces agaiust

B

» Legtslators will lave to advance

e
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thie public police, health and morality.
A physician, a surgeon, wilfully en-
deavoring to spread the small-pox; a
butcher selling the flesh of diseased
animals; or a baker, unwholesome
hread, ave severally liable to be indict-
ed and punished. All nuisances which
tend to annny the communily, or in-
jure the health of the citizens in gene-
ral, or which tend to corrupt the man-
ners and morals of the people, subjeet
their authors to severe penalties. 1
repeat it, these salutary enactments
must be blotted from the statute book,
or an additional elause must be adopt-
ed to include the vender of “distilled
dammation,” who fills his neighbor-
hood with *lamentation, mourning
and woe,” by supplying every family
with that which seldom enriches ki,
and makes them poor, and miserable
and wicked.”

IT.  The use of spiritnous lguors as
heverages is a most fruitful sowrce of
immorality and crime.

It has been the policy of our oppo-
nents, to seek to quiet the public mind,
by alleging that the temperance move-
ment is.the mere ebullition of priest-
craft and fanaticism, having no sure
foundation in the principles of truth
and sonnsl philesophy, and no warran-
ty in actnal matters of fact. Thisal-
legation is one of the usual artifices of
an adroit adversary to prevent inves-
tigation of a bad cause, But we shall
take care to exposo the fallacy of this
artifice; and, as in our remarks upon
the first proposition, we eschewed all
mere speculative argnment and nake
assumption, and challenged assent to
the proposition discussed upon the
principles of well defined science and
unquestionable experience, so we pro-
pose to sustain the second proposition
by the results of experience and the

ower of well ascertained facts,

1f, fellow-citizens, the use of these
liquors produces the physical evils,
the disease and deathalready deserib-
edy it follows that such use 18 immoral
and criminal ; justas clearly so assu-
icide. DBut to the evidenee of experi-
ence and facts,

That npricht man and eminent
Judee, Sir Mathew Hale, long anteri-

lor tny any organized effort, veluntary
lor legal, to suppress intemper:mue.

fmade this declavation, as the resultof’

{twenty years experience aud observa-
tion c—¢That if all murders and man-
slaughters, and burglaries, and robbe-
ties, and riots, and tumults, the adul-
tevies, fornications, rapes, and other
great enormities which had been com-
mitted, were divided into five parts,
four of them would be found to have
{been the result of intemperance.”

A few years ago an investigation
pertinent to our preseut inquiry, was
made by the House of Comrmons in
Cireat Britain. The conclusion was
“that in all trials for murder, with few
exceplions, the criminal, in the first
lmstance, had delivered up his mind to
\the bratalizing effects of spirituous li-
quors.”’

Examinations Irave also been made
of the eriminal calendar in this coun-
try. Look at a few of the results.

Olhio Penitentiary: “Of 134 prison-
ers, only 36 claimed to he ten’iper'a-te."

Anburn State Prison, New York:
“ £67 convicts were decidedly intem-
perate.”

State Prison, Clharleston, Mass.—
100 out of 119 committed during a
lyear, were com mitted for erimes occa-
sioned by intemperance.”

State Prison, Weathersficld, Conn.:
“Wpwards of 90 out of 120 convicts
were intemperate.”

Eeeper of Ogdensburg, Jail, N. Y.,
Reported that seven-eights of the
eriminals and three-fourths of the debt-
ors there were intemperate.

The Keeper of the Baltimore Prison:
—Of 2322 criminals committed, 424
were itoxicated when committed,and
in his epinion eight-tenths of the whole
were intemperate.”

In Boston, there were 95 drunkards
committed to the penitentiary in one
month.

Stephen Badlem, criminal jailor,
Boston, says: * More than half the
commitments were occasioned by in-
itemperance;” and the physician to-
lthe sarne jail stated that more tham
Ithree fourths were lard drinkers,
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House of Correction, Boston: “In
one year, of 643 who were committed,
453 were drunkards. The overseers
of the same house say “seven-eighths
of all the sentences of imprisonment
were oceasioned, more or less direetly,
by intemperance.”

A celebrated Jurist of *New Yor
Jdeclared that he could find but three
cases of murder committedin that city

during 15 years, which were not com-|
mitted nuder the influence of spiritu-

ous liquors.

A gentleman who took the trouble
10 prosecite the enqguiry, agcertained,
that of more than 200 murders com-
mitted in the United States in one
vear, nearly all had their origin in
drinking intoxicaling liquors,

Feliz Grundy declared, after 30
yeurs extensive practice, that {our-
fifths of all erime committed in the
Tinited States, can be traced to intem-
perance.

“ In thecity of New Yark, the num-

.|
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crimes prosecuted were occasioned by
intemperate drinking.

\WVill it be alleged . that these are
the results of examination at isolated
imul partieular localities, and do naot
lafford Lair eriterion of the country at
Harge ! Such facts and results are
not confined to chosen localities ; nor
1o we fail to produce others because
iﬂusre are: no others ascertained.—
W hevever the investigation has been
lmade, the same vesults have been dis-

¢

[covered,—so that we would be war-
rauted in adopting the language of the
Sherifl of Londen and Middlesex, on
a certain occuasion,—* that the evil
which lies at the root of all other evils,
is that, especially, of drinking ardent
spirit; that he had long been in the
habit of hearing criminals refer all
their misery to this, so that he has
ceased to ask the cause of their ruin,
so universally was it effected by spirs
itnons liquors.”

But we pass {rom the evidence of
others, aud appeal to the pél':‘mllal ob-

Ber of persons arrested for different servation of every readar ®And we
offences in 1849, was 19,243, of which| engquire— Whio is the profanestswear-
11,693 were for drunkenness. The er? Who the boldest blasphemer !
warden of the eity prison of that city,| Whe the vulgarest blackgunrd We
states that the number of commitments | answer,—The drunkard. Who isthe
for 1510 was 18,042, of which num- Sabbath-breaker T—the gambler ? the
ber eleven twelfihs were, according to/ commion  brawler ! the incendiary !

aheir own voluntary confession, per-
sous of intemperate habits, the bal-
ance claiming to be moderate drink-
ers.”

“The semi-annunal report of George
TV. Mutsell, (.Ur-!'(.’f of Police ﬁ;'r the
ity of New York, for the 6 months
ending on 3lst December, 1851,
presents these extraordinary facts i —
That during a period of six and a
half years, theve have been in that
city 180,646 persons arrest ed,of whom
140,792 bad been arrested “for of
fences resulting almost eutirely from
the free use of intoxicating driuks.”

Judze Cranch, of the District of
Columbia, in discussing the injurious
effects of the manufacture and con-
sumption of spirituous liquors, upon
the pecuniary interests of the country,
predicates his calculation of the “cost
of crime” on the fact * admitted on
all hands” that three fourths of all the

the murderer!? You
Who, in

the rioter!?
know, it is the drunkard.
'the language of Dr. Young,
< Turns atheist, as did £1i’s sons, who filled
With lust and violence, the house of God.”
11t is the drunkard.
| What erime is there, to the perpe-
tration of which men have not been
instigated by the use of intoxicating
liguors ! What that is holy, has it
not polluted ? What that is beautilul,
has it sot deficed? What that is
good, has it not destroved T Tas it
nat invaded the domestie civele, and
rent asunder the strongest bonds of
friendship, affection and duty, conju-
gal, pavental, and filial, dried op the
decpest fountains of human sympathy
and kindled ou the altar eousecrated
to the Kudliest and holiest feelings of
e henrt, the fiereest fames of diabol-
ieal hotred ! Letihe worse than wid-
wived wile, us she flies ficm the Ly
i




of het besetted husband, to seek a in church and i state, it has spread
refiuge and a home beneath the roof blight and mildew. Its presence is
of strangers, answer. Let the worse invariably distinguised by the destruc-

than beggared‘ children of a drunken
father, as they stand kuocking at your
door for shelter and for food, answer.

B o 3 - ‘ 1§
I'he demon intemperance “spares

not the high nor the humble” Tt
scorns not to stoop to the lowly. It

delights to render the obscure stikl

tion of * whatsoever is pure, whatso-
ever is true, whatsoever 1s just, what-
soever is lovely and of good report.”’

In the language of the accomplish-
led William Wirt: © bt paralyses the
arm, the brain, the heart. All the
best affections, all the energies of the

more obscure ; toinerease the wretch- ‘ mind wither under its influence. The

edness of the wretched; to quicken man becomes a maniac, aud is locked

the unguish of distress; to multipky up in a hospital, or imbrues his hands
) S e cis - . i .

the wants of the poor. And since tbe‘m the blood of his wife and children,

day when Alexander the Great expir- land is sent to the gallows, ox doomed

ed in a fit of drunken debauchery,tar-,to the penitentiary; or if he escapes

nishing by an inglorious death, a life
most illustrious and brilliant, until the
present hour, this destructive agency
has delighted to strike down the migh-
ty. Were we notforbidden by a sense
of delicacy and propriety, how many
of Virginia’s illustrious men might we
name as the victims of this fell des-
troyer!

Her sons of eloquence, and song,
of science and art, have sickened, and
withered and died beneath the nox-
jous touch of its leprous hand. Like
the arrows of Hercules, dipped in the
gall of the hydra, its wounds are in-
curable.

« All beauty it turns to corruption,
Aund ¢onquers the might of the brave.”’

How often has it sugcessfully as-
sailed the very ministers of Ged! How
often have these, under its deadly in-
fuence, been hurled like Lucifer, from
their high estate ! How often have
they who faitbfully cried aloud as the

these consequences he becomes a
walking pestilence on earth, misera-
ble in himself, and loathsome to all
who behold him.”

tll. The third proposition is:—
That the consumption of spirituous li-
quors as heverages produces a vast a-
mount of indigence, absolute pauper-
ring ; and s,
moreorer, eminently disastrous to a
well regulated and prosperous political
ecanomy.

The brief manner in which we have
discussed the physical apd moral evils
of the use of spirituous liquors, did
not arise from, any paucity of argu-
‘ments or pertinent facts, connected,
Iwith that aspect of the subject; but
from the consideration that these evils,
have long been prominent topics of
discussion, and were, therefore, more
familiar to the public mind.

In the investigation of the branch of
the subject now presented, we beg

Eism_, and personal suffe

messengers of Heaven, that *“ No leave to be more particular; and more
druankard shall inherit the kingdom of especially so, since it 18 unfortunately
God,” been precipitated from the tow- the case that our public men have too
ers of Zion into the very perdition generslly discarded the idea, that civil
they preached against! At this mo- laws had any thing to do with the mo-
ment strife and anarchy, produced by rals of the community, or that the
the inroads of this monster, are dis-lmoral fluences of their legislation
tracting the peace, and destroying {}rezu;exe matters of legitimate cousidera-
fellowship, of one of the most p.bpu»(tinn in their legal enactments. Hence
Jous and influential dioceses of a lead-|it 15, that the introduction of prohib-
ing christian fraternity. Where has|itory laws against the higuor traffic has
it not produced disorder ? Where has |been resisted, upon the plea that the
it not created strife? Where has it levils to be remedied were propetly
failed to carry ruin and death? On|matters of conscience, and that a com-
ihe sea, and on the dry land; “in the|pliance with such requisitions would

2 ‘ihe yielding to the spirit of priesterafl

pity full, and on the desert wasteV—



and overrigid righteousness,
ing as we do, that the health, the lives
and the morals of the community ave
matters demanding the first and high-
est consideration of every enlightened
statesman, and justly claiming a par-
amount influence in the structure and
principles of every statute,—remem-
bering, especially, that purity of pub-
lic morals lies at the foundation of ev-
ery well regulated and enduring sys-
tem of republican gm‘erument,—t]mt
an essential element in all true nation-
al glory is purity of public morals,—
we by no means subseribe to the dog-
ma that would drive all moval consid-
evations from the hosom of the legis-
lator, ov that would release him from
the obligation of preventiug vice and

Believ-| tiotons living at the tavern. Are not

[ 5000 dollars totally lost, not only by
A, but to the State also ? Let us ses.

i1t is true that the very 5000 dollars

tlost by A, have been gained
{tavern-keeper; so that these 5000
!dollars are siill in the State. But
where ave the whiskey, the brandies,
the wines, which A received for his
money ? Where are they ? Gone!'—
{utterly gone, leaving no beuefit be-
hind,

Now if A had expended thi= sum
in improvements on his farm, then the
laborers employed in making those
improvements would have received
the money instead of the tavern-keep-
ar, thus retaining it still in the Stare,
or community; whilst A would have

by B, the

crime by any amount of l"?’gi*"lmi‘_’”!1‘et:.l'.'i.\'e_‘.d, and would still retain, the
prohibition necessary to accomplish it. fill equivalent thereof, in the increas-
Waiving, however, this view of thefed value of his land.  Thus the ag-
subject for the preseut, we claim theﬂgreg’alﬂ wealth would also be increas-
suppression of all traflic in spirituous ed 5000 dollars. J
l!qqors. upan grounds purely of poli- But thisisnot all. By spending his
tical economy. We address ourselves B 5 ; 4 i
now, not to the philanthropy, nor the money for spirituous liquors, A' loses
' 2 his time, injures his health, disables

jumanity, nor the conscience, of the|; . . )
! ) : x [himself more or less for labor, and
statesman, but his desires to promote

the wealth of the State. And we
think we shall he able to shew him
that there is nothing so disastrous to
the pecuniary welfare of the country
as the liquor traffic.

The wealth of a commonwealth is
the aggregate of the wealth of the
individual ecitizens thereof, conse-
quently whatsoever affects injuriously
the wealth of each individual, affects
in like manner, and to the same ex-
tent, the wealth of the whole commu-
nity. The sources of wealth are said
to be land and labor. To these some
add capital, because it is employed to
increase the value of land and labor.

How are all these affected by the
gale and consumption of spirituous
liguors We shall not answer this in-
terrogation by a metaphysical discus-
sion of the abstract principles of po-
litical economy ; but will answer it by
a practical illustration.

Suppose that A hasa capital in cash
of 5000 dollars; but instead of spend-
ing it in the improvement of his farm,
he wastes it, Jike the prodigal son, in

B2

exerts a demoralizing influence upon
the community. So of all who act
like him, For true it is, in the lan-
guage of Judge Cranch, that *altho’
the farmer is paid for his grain, and
the distiller for his liquor, yet the poor
man who buys it gets no return but.
poverty, disease and misery. Tohim
and to the country if is worse than a
total loss™”

Bearing in mind, therefore, the fact
thus established, that every cent ex-
pended in the consnmption of spiritu-
ous lHguors as heverages is absolutely
lost 1o the State, lot us inquire into
the extent of the evil. The result of
this enguiry will be starthug.

1_ We regret that we have not had ac-
{cess o the statistics furnished by the
{eensus of 1850, The eensus of 1840,
(however, will furnizh a eriterion by
| which we may nearly arrive at the
)preaent condition of 1he lignor traflic.
iAccording to the census of 1840, the
Lamount of distilled spivits manufic
tured in the 17, States, in a year, was
as follows :
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Tu Maine, 190,000 galls.
In New Hampshive,----51,000

In Massachusetts,- - --5,177,710
In Rhode Island,------ 855,000
In Connecticut, - «-- ... 215,892
ol Viarant, -« sis e vbnin 3,500
In New York,-+-+-- 11,973,815
In New Jersey,+-«..-. 334,017
In Pennsylvania,-- -+ 6,240,193
Delaware, no report,
In Maryland, v+ cc0- .00 366,213
In Virginia, cvveovounn 865,725
In N, Caroling,---- -~ 1,051,979
In South Carolina, ---.102,208
I Geprpta, oo biiwas 126,746
Tn Alabama,--oonen.n 127,230
In Mississippi, oo -viuen 3,150
Iu Louisiana, -+« eeas 285,200
In Tennessee, .. - 1,109,107
In Kentucky, ««-«. .- 1,763,685
I Chigys e s oo 6,229,467
In Todiana, - -coi.s 1,787,108
In llineis, - = e 1,551,684
In Missouri, -+« vuvuuen 508,368
In Avkansags, »-covaenn. 26,415
I Michiran, «iccc-mcn 337.761

Flovida Territory, .- - .o report.
lowa Territory, 4,310
Wisconsin Territory,- - « - 8,300

Pis. Columbia,-=+eevv-. 6,000
Making a total of 41,402,227 galls,

of distilled spirits of domestic manu-
facture.

Secretary Meredith’s report for the
year commencing 1st July, 1848, and
ending 1st July, 1849, makes the fol-
lowing exhibit of foreign importa-
fions, to wit ;

Wines, «cociiiins 5,316,532 galls,
Exportations, during

same time, - oveie.. 165,014

Nett balance, «- ... 5,151,518

Brandies im ported, 3,229,882

cluded in this immense aggregate, and
the fact that the principal part of the
whole was paid for by the consumer,
by the glass-full, it will be quite rea-
sanable to suppose that the average
price paid per gallon was, at least,
one dollar: thus making the price of
one year's consumption, neurly fifty
millions of dollars—a sum more than
equal to the entire revenues of the
foderal government, The evil is ag-
gravated, too, by the fact, that upwards
of 8 millions of the costly wines and
brandies entering into this estimate
were of foreign importation ; so that
the price paid therefor was so much
of the capital of vur country entirely
abstracted from the community, Lo
benefit foreign nations.

It may be considered scarcely ne-
cessary to refer to hrewed liquors.—
The same census shows the quantity
of these manufactured in the United
States to be 23,267,830 gallons. The
same report of Secretary Meredith
shews the importations. for the year
gpecified to be 205,191—exportations
10,003 gallons; leaving 23,463,018
gallons for home consumption.

It has been estimated by able and
judicious statisticians that the annual
cost of prosecuting criminals and per-
sons puilty of misdemeanors in the 1.
States, is at least 8 millions of dollars.
It is unquestionably true that not less
than three-fourths of all crimes and
misdemeanors are the consequences of
the use of spirituous liquors.  So that
we may add to the annual loss of na-
tional capital and wealth, three-fourths
of 8 millions, or 6 millions of dollars.
This sum would be greatly angment-
ed, if the expenditures mac{e i-nfcuring
diseases produced by drinking these

l

exported, 230,046 liquors could be ascertained.
—_— But what of the pauperism of the
Nett balance,- - - 2,999,836 country ! Extensive investigation and
Taotal wett fireion impot- well anthenticated facts have demon-
SR e s e R 8,1;31,354!st1'atcd beyond controversy that quite
To which add domestic three-fourths of the pauperism, and
manufacture,-««-......41 402 997 consequently three-fourths of the cost
e of pauperism, in the U. States, are

making a tatal for cun-
.*Hmir_zlicrrl f e
arallons,

tity of

directly the results of the use of spir-

-+ 48 553,381 |ituons liquors.” Allow me, in this con-
Considering the laree guan-| nection, to introduce a few facts by
costly wines aud brandies in-|way of specimens.
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In Baltimore county, Maryland, of|3d. 10 years labor of 37,-

1134 paupers admitted to the alms- 500 men killed by
house in one year, 1059 were reduced ardent spirits, - - - -- 18,750,000
to poverty and brought there through|4th.  of the cost of erime i
intemperate drinking. in the U. States,.-- 6,525,000
In Washington county, New York,|5th. § of the cost of pau-
the superintendant of the poor-house perism in the U, 5...2,850,000
reported that of 322 paupers sent|6th. § of the amount of
there, 290 were the victims of their private charities, - - - - 2,850,000
own intemperance or of that of others. |7th. § of 1 year’s labor of
The m:pet'intendzmt of the Albany 1200 prisoners lost, - - - 450,000
almshouse, New Y_nrk, stated that in| g0 oobuat loss to the
a year he had received 634 paupers. Sninter b F (e of ans
Of these 1 was not intemperate; 17|, s[{irhﬁ;.- ceinnennn 894 425000

do%‘l{liul; 11].:£emp(;f‘at0 ?‘15 Philadel | Do not the plainest principles of
phialzlg ;E{::}lgl;gn;;?;:;atﬂ?at :Il]: ':K:!po_li}ical economy forbid the traffic in
fs sting paupers there for SE1 - 0uS liguors, What intelligent
penseiy ”‘]'miob DI"‘%H)PO 0007 | Statesman can be credited, when he
?l‘:];t ggai:‘er]:;nt :f?r;h; amount "wsa;é_??ays he loves, bis couplty, and gesigs
casioned by intemperance.” ntg fgrnsp_efltyl,} Trhﬂﬁ{-hf} I!‘Gl‘l'l.;].t.lﬂ I.Ifms
A supurintcndant of the a]mshouse'naw';’ :;;;:‘t ﬁ:;l?:;ﬁ;f::? :l::'n‘: ’m_

at Boston for 8 years, Mr, Stone, stas|e oo to another subject, which we

P imi - - :
t?i}lumln;};r}lwnfm?i};;}i:}; i:t:]:giss}?gs:e_belle\'e pur sfatesmen do not ahngel} -
?B?o bhe 1tt1‘il;:£tedpt;) intemperance.”’ er exclude from their councils, ang

& Chivintn: Katdome grats sin{:elha"d over to the * priests’” and **rig-
\rif;ited alil the ,alm;lhnuscs .'fm] jails in idty righteous.” The s ighition Wil
tl;' IR s T aglms i the late eensus has made, of the enor-
tl ‘; 1\‘.93:11:: as ;nlln\w's b 1 hav;: Shew}ﬁ |mous number of adulis in Virginia,
ACEH ) HEWH vhe cannot read or write, 18 a source
beyond the power of contradiction ; Gl

; o S " of poignant regret and mortification
that more than three-fourths of the B o triue-henrtel Sitizen, 1L s
dinary tax is abserbed in the support mmfem'zt' o r'tusefni' a'(-r]ou's Shonid
of the poor, and the administration’ off T 1 S o __"L i Fol
eriminal justice—that more than thies o> ok HONY (N Peai R Pay
fourths of the pauperism are occa- popular institutions. ~ Liberty, law,
sinned‘ by intergpe{'}ance anci more social order, cannot Jovg dwell with
; ; : : ? : i sance. Lo say nothing o i
that five-sixths of those committed on LGty Lo e ”_“_"D of public
criminal charges were intemperate.”’ ‘moral rectitude, all bistovy attests the
: gt - p © 0 Hmpossibility of maintaining popular
Jndge Cranch, of the District o \government  without general iutelli-

o = 4 Q)& o 5 - - 2
Columbia, so long ago as 1832 ot 18.33;(53”‘._(.“ Would it not, therefore, be &

made a careful and maturely consid- pertinent enquiry to propound to our
ered estimate, based on facts which Legislators, when they are so earnest-
he i"‘“""’”‘”"_"‘l-m the city of Wa_shlng- Iy diseussing the best means of wip-
ton, and on 33 other average estimates ;1o off this dark stain of ignorance
L1 AL a2 B -y . 7 i
made at different places. After exam- fum our State, and of establishing an
ining the facts in detail, the .]‘udg_:e:. efficient system of general edueation :
says :—* Let us now put these items \Wyat produced all this ignorance, so
tocether, and count the cost of the con-l1, 4 dly demanding legislative remedy 7
; X e ; 3t J o vk 3 =
ST O of ardent spirits in the U- ypq as they wonld cust their eyes ovel
nited States: (the statisties which we have furnished,
1st. 72,000,000 gals, ardent spirits at/of the physical and moral effects of
66 cents, -« -+« F18,000,000 intemperance, and sum up the loss to

2d, 100 dayslabor of 875, ithe common enpital andl wealth of the
000 drunkards lost, |.-nrnmum\-'u-ﬂlll:, secisioned by the con
at 40 cents. - - - -+ 15,000,000

Jhmug!l]f\:\ of Tutoxtcating drinks; as
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they would count the constaut throngs!
of idle vagabonds forever L'l‘dmm'ing%
around the distillery and the tavern, !
and behold the wretchedness and beg-|
gary of the drunkard’s family, anud
trace the history of the tenant of the]
almshouse, and the objects of private
charity, would they not be constrain-
ed to admit that no agency has had so
wueh to do, in multiplying ignorance
in Virgivia, as the use of spirituous
liquors 2 1f so, it occurs to us, that the
wisest policy would be to prevent the
evil altogether by destroying the cause
of it, rather than allowing this propa-
gation of ignorance to exist, and then|
tax the people to enlighten it.

We are perfectly aware of the oft
set which the apologists of licensing
this traffic offer against the pecuniary
injuries it inflicts upon the communi-
ty. They point to the addition which
the tax on licenses make to the reve-
nies of the State.  What a miserable
apology ! Even if the revenue de-
rived from this source amounted to
millions, how would it compensate for
the suffering and desolation and death
and guilt and crime which follow as
consequences of this traffic? "This
license 18 nothing more nor less than
a premium on vice—the sale of indul-
gence in vice and crime ! And what
doea it amount to?  Let us examine.

Tn 1850 the total revenues of Vir-
gima from all sources, amounted to;
F744,319 44,

Tn 1840 the number of gallons of
distilled 1iqun'rs made in the State was
£65,725. What the amount of im-
p()rtations was, we have no means of
ascertaining, at hand. But Virginia
is not a manufacturing state. Her
importations, therefore, would bear a
large proportion to her manufacture,
whilst her exportation would be small.
Tt may be said, we thiuk, that her 1m-
portations would exceed her exports,
by at least 134,275 gallons: thus ma-
]{;!zg her cousumption 1,000,000 of
gallons; equal, at retail price, to the
congumers, to $1,000,000. So that
the price paid by our citizens for that
which left them nothing in its place,
exceeded all the taxes thus paid by

the sum of $255,680 56. Now the
|
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entire amount of revenue in 1850, de-
rived from the license of ordindries,
&e., was $23,320 49 ; so that the case
stands thus :—
Loss to the State by spir-
ituous liquors, #1,000,000 00
Gain to the revenues by
Jicenses,»=s. .-

23,320 49
Final loss,-=ccovvvnnn $976,679 51
1V. Having with as much brevity

as was possible, discussed the three
cardinal propositions on which we
predicate the propriety of prohibiting
the trafic in spirituous liquors, we
proceed to a rapid examivation of the
prominent apologies offered by thead-
vocates of the traffic.

The first is:—That our license laws
increase the public revenues. But this
apology, abhorrent as it is to every
sentiment of bumanity aud principle
of virtue, is not true. He must be a
superficial statesman who can be de-
ceived by it. It canuot withstand even
a partial examination. Ten thousand
facts confute it. Thetruth is that the
sale of spirituous liquors diminishes
the publicrevenues. Industry,enter-
prise and provideut economy, are the
principal agencies employed to in-
crease wealth, either national orindi-
vitlaal. What is more destructive of
all these than tippling? Industry and
economy, multiply the number, in-
crease the value, and preserve unim-
paired both the number and value of
the taxable commodities of the com-
monwealth. But the habit of using
intoxicating beverages destroys indus-
try, wastes time, ruins estates and be-
gets improvidence. Where are the
idler and the loafer found? At the
distillery, the saloon, the tavern, the
groggery. Whence ourannuallevies
for poor rates t  Whence our large
expenditures for the prosecution of
crimes and misdemeanors 2 - Must we
again advert to the fact that three-
fourths of the costs of pauperism, and
three-fourths of the costs of crime, are
most unquestionably the consequences
of the use of spirituous liquors {—that
whilst in the year 1850, the total a-
mount of revenue in Virginia derived
from licenses for the sale of these li-
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quors, was only $23,320 49, the loss to
the Commonwealth by the consump-
tion of them was more than the whole
amount of the State's revenue derived
from all sources whatsoever ?

But we have not the patience to
expose so miserable a fallacy. The

traffic in spirituous liquors 18 morally |bly authorizing it ]

1

licensing ordinariea !  There are oth-
_er vices besides intemperance. Why
‘not license gambling? To do so,
|would no doubt bring some money in-
{tothetreasury. Gambling, moreover,
lis regarded asimmoral. Why not des-
'Lroy its turpitude by an act of Assem-
And there is the

wrong. We have demonstrated it to!lottery business. What were the late
beso. What is morally wrong cannot; Convention thinking of when they

be politically right.
true that this traflic were a most pro-
ductive source of revenue, we depre-
cate the idea that the Jesuitical max-
im should ever be introduced into our
system of civil polity, that the end
justifies the means. No man can be
honorable in the true sense of the
term, whose conduct is immoral. No
state is justly entitled to a high and
honorable national character, that
sanctions or fosters vice by its laws.
If, as individuals, we were to deprive
our neighbor of his estate and send his
family abroad begging—if we were to
aid and abet rioting and debauchery
and murder—we should be placed un-
der the ban of civilized society, as
moral monsters unfit to associate with
honorable men, perhaps unfit to live.
How can a state claim exemption
from a similar malediction, whilst it
fosters by its policy and laws, the traf-
fic of an article which is eonstantly
leading to the perpetration of every
crime in the catalogue of human de-
pravity.

The Janguage of the Bible 18, “ wo|

unto him that giveth his neighbor
strong drink, that putteth thy bottle te
his mouth.” What the Bible con-
demns cannot be made right by the
Virginia Legislature. And however
sapient our lawgivers may be, a wiser
man than they, speaking by authority
of a Sovereign mightier than the peo-
ple, has said :—* Look not upon the
wine when it is red, when it giveth
its color in the eup,” &c. ¢ at thelast
it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth
ke an adder.” -

But, fellow-citizens, if it merely re-
quired the sanction of law to render
that innocent which would otherwise
be criminal, why does our legislature,
in its zeal for the revenue, stop with

.

ven if it were prohibited lotteries by Constitutional

regulation? A tax on lotteries would
afford some revenue. Now why is it
that the sale of spirituons liquors is
authorized, whilst gambling bouses
and lottery offices are forbidden 1—-
For who will deny that the evils re-
sulting from the traffic in spirituous li-
quors have far exceeded the combined
evils of all the faro-banks and lottery

schemes that have ever been author-
ized or tolerated in the State? Upon

what principle, therefore, of proprie-
ty, or fidelity to the public revenues;
are the faro-banker and lottery schem-
er, driven from amongst us, whilstthe
retailer of spirituous liquors is permiit-
ted to hang out his miserable sign-

iboard in every village and at every

cross-roads in the commonwealth ?

Suppose, fellow-citizens, that you
had it in your power to collect togeth:
er every victim of intemperauce in the
State—bringing the felon from his
cell—the murderer fromthe scaffold-=
the helpless tenants of the public
alms-house—the bloated, festering de-
bauchee—the maniac “dancing to the
imusic of his own ehains’’—the families
beggared by the improvidence and
waste of intemperate parents—togeth-
er with all the multiplied misery,
lerime, disease aud death, engendered
in the Commenwealth by the use of
spirituous liquors ; and thussurround-
ed you were to present yourselves i
the hall of our General Assembly, and
inthe name of the suffering throng: in
the name of humanity, of morality, of
religion and of God, pray onr law-
givers to withdraw all legal sanctions
trom the traffic of a commaodity which
was filling the commonwenlth with
so much misery and crime and moral
and physical desolation; and in re-
ply to your petition were to be an-




“gtwéred-—« Wepity yout sorrows; we
-deplore your misfortunes. It pains;
a1s to behold “se much affliction. Buat,

if we were to grant your prayer, the
State would'leze some revenue.” If
you were to receive such an answer,

‘under such circumstances, what would

be your emotions? And yet, fellow-

scitizens, all these evils and victims of
-spirituous liguors exist, although we

may not be able to collect them in a

‘mass, and exhibit them at once to the

Legislature.
Another apology is that the licens-

fing of ordinaries, &c., has the effect to
-suppress tippling and diminish intem-

perance. 1tis alleged, withsome plau-
sibMity we alloww, that the placing of
s0 mischievous an agency as spiritu-
ous liquors under ‘the control of pru-
dert and seber men, would prevent
the gross evils whlch would otherwise
grow out of the existence of unlicens-
ed groggeries. But why, we ask,

should there be either? Why not
prohibit both? Moreover, what are
the practical effects of these license
laws? We aver,sthat although the
design of these laws may have been to
curtail the use of spirituous liquors,
the fact is that there never has been,
is not now, and never willbe a licens-
ed ordinary where there has notbeen,
and will not be, constant tippling and
more or less drunkenness.

But this is not the worst effect. It

is at what are called the respectable
ordinaries, where men moest usually
take the incipient step in the paths of
intémperance which have led so many
to ruin.  The ingenuous youth of our
country, more especially, who would
blush to be seen at the distillery or the
unlicensed drivking house, will never-
theless, without any sense of degrada-
tion or impropriety, indulge in a so-
cial glass at the tavern. And thus a
taste for intoxicating beverages is cre-
ated and stimulated at respectable
houses, under legal sanctions, in the
midst of reputable society, and en-
couraged by theexample of reputable
men, which would never have been
acquired elsewhere. This occasional
indulgence, repeated in the midst of

good cheer, and good society, ripens
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unawares into a fixed habit; and the
victim of this habit so acqmred be-
comes a slave to his appetite, and is
gradually subdued by it, till he wastes
his fortune, brutifies his moral sensi-
bilities, forfeits the respect of honor--

able men, and is driven at last from.
the circle which he omce adorned, to
terminate his wretched existence in.
ithe gutter or on the gallows. Why,.
fellow-citizens, many of our law-giv-.
ers themselves have been sitting for
this picture. It is no fancy sketch.—
It has been verified by ten thousand
melancholy instances. Almost uni-
versally the drunkard dates the incep-
tion of his ruin at the licensed ordi-
nary. And the more respectable the
ordinary, the more dangerous and in-
jurious will its influence be on the
surrounding community ; because it
will be more powerful to attract with-
in its treacherous precincts the unwa-
ry and respectable classes of the
neighborhood. Thus it may be seen
that howsoever specious and plausible
the theory of ourlicense laws may be,
their practical operation demonstrates
that they are, in fact, the great foun-
tain head of intemperance.

Nor is this the only fallacy connect-
ed with them. They are most obvi-
ously inconsistent with the general
tenor of the code of Virginia, if not
with common sense. In one section
of the code we have a fine for profane
swearing; in another the sale of an
\articleis authorized, which is the cause
of more profane swearing than all oth-
er causes together. Here we have
penalties for breaches of the peace.
There a traflic islicensed which leads
to mearly all the assaults and batter-
ies, riots, and breaches of the peace
that disturb and disgrace the commu-
nity. We send the convict to the pen-
itentiary ; and yet legalize the trade
which made him a felon! We hang
the murderer, whilst we protect by
law the veryagency which caused him
to imbrue his hands in his brother’s
blood! Our code taxes the people for
the erection of alms- houses, and for
the support of pauperism, whilst it
ganctions the use of a beverage which
produces three-fourths of the pauper-
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ism in the State! [Isitnota mostsiu-
gular proposition, that in order to res-
train tippling, it should be aathorized|
by law? That to prevent vice it is!
only necessary to justify it by legal
sanctions? How does our legislature
suppose that licensing a traffic would
Jessen it? Such legislation carries
fallacy in its face. 1t.proposes to cor-
rect vice by a compromise with it !—
This is unphilosophical. It is down-
right folly. It is impeached by all
experience. The history of every
moral reformation that ever succeeded
will shew that it was never consum-
mated till all connection with the er-
rov proposed to be corrected is dis-
solved. So, that elegant historian,
My, Prescoté, in his reflections upon
his researches, enunciates this princi-
ple, that:—¢It is impossible to license
crime by halyes—to authorize injus-
tice at all, and hope to regulate the
measure of it.”? There must be a to-
tal divoree—a vinculis matrimonit.—
There can be no conciliation, no co-
alition. The axe must be laid at the
root of the tree. Itisequally true in
the polity of nations, as in the conduct
of individuals, that there can be no
+ fellowship of righteousness with un-
righteousness’—uo * communion of
light with darkness”—mo *agreement
of the temple of God with idols.”

What wonder, therefore, that the|

restraining provisions and penalties of |

our laws hitherto enacted for the reg-|
jan

ulation of the sale of spirituons liguors
should have been nugatory! How
else could it be, when the sale is per-
mitted, and protected by law of the
very article which produces the evils
complained of ! Our license laws are,
therefore, most preposterous. They
are mere legal quackery—a poor, pal-
try legislative empiricism—a kind of
tempotrising remedial patehwork, un-
worthy of the conception of a real
statesman, and abkorrent to every sen-
timent of moral rectitude. And hence

as might have been anticipated, the

result was the onward march and wi-
der extension of the ravages of intem-
perance, until they were arrested by
the effprts of the voluntary orgamiza-

tways i
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tions of private vitizens within the last”
few years.

We pass to the consideration ofan-
other objection to prohibitory legisla-
tion. It 1s urged by many that sush
legislation 1s a revival of the old, adi-
ous, Roman sumptuary laws, and 1s @
unwarrantable interference with the
p:ersmml rights and liberties of the
crlizen.

It may be well enough to refer any
person who may suppose this ohjec-
tion has any force ov truth in it, to a
great principle lying at the foundation
of all law, and indeed at the basis of
the conduct which shounld regulate the
policy of both men and nations. We
allude to the principle that in every
valid contract there mustbe a valuable
consideration. The law will not allow
the citizen to enforce a- contract when
he has not made some equivalent. The
definition of acoutractis ‘an agree-
ment upon sufficignt consideration,” &e.
There must be a consideration of some
value. Otherwise it is declared to be
nudum pactum, and hence the maxim
of the civii law © Ex nudo pacto, non
oritur actio.”” No such eontract can
be enforced. Courts of Justice will
set aside such agreements. This is
right. It is according to the princi-
ples of justice. Itisinharmony with
the spirit and purport of the Bible.

But of what value are spiritual li-
quors as beverages I Nome. They
swer no valuable purpose, confer no
benefit. On the contrary, they al-

injure the consumer more or
oss. This fact, we think, has been
‘unanswerably demonstrated. Instead,
'therefore, of responding to the quer-
ulous objections of those who oppose
legal prohibition, we might with great
propriety, ask them how they can jus-
tify the traffic? By what principle of
law or equity, or christian morals can
they enlorce payment fur such an ar-
ticle?

But, propetly considered, sumptu-
ary laws alfect simply the luxuries of
life. But we seck the interdiction of
no luxury, 1o necessary article of ei-
ther tood ormiment.  We appose 1the
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use of spirignous liqnors as beverages,) May not one pertinently enquire
use they are poisonous, and in|'whether the use of spirituous liguors
1y quantity, are injurions to life and|is not more dangerous and destructive
Lealth. ito life and morals, than the pistol and
Moreover, this objection, coming bowie-knife, or any other deadly wea-
fromn the advocates of our existing li-/pon; since three fourths of a1l crimes
¢ense laws, involves a gross inconsis-;may be directly traced to it !
tency,—is, in fact, a mere begeing of'] There is also a chapter entitled,
the question. For, what are our li- Offences againsi moratity and decen-
cense laws themselves, but sumptuary ey [f any free petsou import,priut,
laws ! They are themselves an eVi“.’pub]ish, sell or disttibute, any book
dence that some sumptuary regulation!or other thing containing obscene lan-
is required. Now, if it is right to Pt0- guage, or any print, picture, fizure or
hibit the traffic to some extent, Might“description manifestly tending 1o cor-
it not be right to prohibit it aitOget}lef?!rupa the morals of youth—he shall be
It appears to us, that the right to PTo- confined in jail not more than one
hibit at all, includes the right of total vear, and fined not exceeding 200 dal-
prohibition. And why shouid theifars.”” P. 740 Aiso, “If a white
privilege of selling be limitedto 2 fe“"ipemon arrived at the age of discretion,
select individuals 7 If it be anaturaf'p]-ofdne]y curse or swear, or get drunk,
zight, 1t is equally the right of all— he ghall be fined by a justice, one
These license laws, therefore, are the dollar for each offence.”” P. 740.
most odious species of sumptuary Te-|

striction.  But if, as our adversaries‘much obscenity, so much cursing or
. L. 7 i ”
a}llege, tl}eje {ﬂwj ute night t.ht:n do swearing, so mnch immorality and in-
thoy contdte by thoeit wvery exintence, ; : o1 ;
. e . decency, as the use of spirituous li-
the plea urged againstthe right of to- i : .
tal prohibition.  Fellow-citizens, be, 1 - b hibiti
uot deceived.  This thing of “natural| Ag"'”’r“’;:? av“egs_tatute PV lll:r};g
rights” is made very convenient some-jand 'pumsl o _[f}'ences ff‘g”"”“ the
times. Like charity it eovers a mul-‘]’“blw' health. v If any free person
titude of sins; and is used by the|knowingly sell any diseased, corrupt-
demagogue, and the self-interested as €d,or unwhol'esome provisions, wheth-
a kind of charter for the perpetra. ©F meator drink—he shall be confined
tion of all kinds of crimes and mis-i‘“ Ji“l' &c., &c.. and fined, &c., &e.
demeanaors, P, 741 ' -

Under the caption—* Ofences a-
gainst public policy”—see the penal-
ties for gaming, p. 743. See also our
constitutional prohibition of lotteries.
See also the Code, p. 745, where it

: . i sted that, “ If any free person
this Commonwealth. Indeed, society i: ena(:aki'n 01"Vfritin :;,naiuta}i)n it
and government cannot exist withoug 2Y 3P g &

. e s rs have not the right of proper-
stringent limitations of man’s individ- @Whers hav gl (gl
5 : ty in their slaves, he shall be confined

Allow me to ask, what produces so

But we ave not without abundant
precedents. The code of Virginia is
full of them. The restrictive princi-
ple of our license laws is not the only
instance of legislative prohibition in

ual liberty. There must of necessity ¥ .
- . - Seal e jail, &e., &c., and fined, &e., &c.
be restrictions upon abstract personal;” J :
siotiia Surely no advocates of this last re-
ghts.

Thus we have in our code penalties Striction apon the right of speech and
for “offences againt the peace” Tt is the press, will deny the right to pro-
cuacted that *“if any free person hab. hibit the sale of spirituous liquors !
itually carry about his person, hid from'  Our Code also provides severe pen-
common observation, any pistol, dirk, alties for bringing the small pox into
bowie-knife, or weapou of the like the State, Persons infected by it,
kind, he shall be fined fifty dollars,” may be forcibly removed. The coun-
e & P 53 cil of every townmay establish (quran-
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tine—extending even to all goods and‘ It is decided in 1 Hawk. ¢ 5, § 4,
cffects. lt'na‘t whatever outrages decency, and
Now, it is an unquestionable fact, |!3 injurious to the”pubhc morals, is a
that the plagne, the pestilence, and|tOmmon nusance.
famine combined, have not been so| With this principle of law in view,
extensively fatal to human life, as the/we refer you again to the fact that
| use of spirituous liquors. Those oc- | spirituous liquors are the principal in-
casionally destroy their hundreds; strumentality in almost every display
these are constantly sweeping away of indeceney, and almost every com-
thousands not only into a premature mission of, crime.
grave, but into eternal perdition.

Fellow-eitizens, We will not weary
We may pertinently advert in this you by any farther enumeration of
connection to the doctrine of nuisan- legislative precedents, warranting res-
ces, public and private. Our code trictions upon the personal demeanor,
provides that any nuisance, source of cenduct, and natural or abstract rights
filth, or caise of sickness, may ba re- of the citizen. Surely enough have
moved,” or “destroyed,” by process alveady been adduced ro satisfy a rea-
of law. See page 397, Sec. 7. sonable man that the right of the leg-
To the geueral reader, the law islature to prohibit entirely the sale
learning under the head of nuisances, of Hfllfil'f.lr:lﬂ s0 mischievons as spirit-
is a little curious.  Itis also guite ap- MOUS HQUOLS, 18 indisputable.
propriate to the present investiga-| We proceed to tha examination of
tion. lan objectionof a different character—
Tor instance, it is said that the oft the question of practicability. It is
fending qualities of a nuisance, are in alleged, that public opinion will not
general, smell, noise, danger indecency, tolerate laws totally prohibiting the
and abstruction, 6 Raud, 726. sale of spirituous liquors, and that any,
effort to impose such laws upon the
‘people, would result in the excitement
it b W et aaellss earde tham hip of a prejudice against the cause of’
does ! What is more noisy, more dan_itempera.l:;_ce. that Woﬁld be fatal to it.
gerous, or more indecent than he!— B""t cfu i hqplmon i nol\tIyet been
What greater nuisance to the family festec on I (UESSOR, - SV Haun

or to the community is there than the,hmre been adupted’ T Vzrglm_a o d‘?'
dedikaiil velope and ascertain the public senti-
wrp X S SRS fment. It is mere conjeeture, there-
o consti sance pr. - 2t
ing from a noxious trade......i? is su .'=2:-;e.o;];:s;:;etrnn?:?;]ge:gigﬁﬁ;25:18-
cient if it affect the comfort of the : o g e s
neighboring inhabitants.” 1 Burr, 333 Jeniveyto0s p!E._‘-CllCd.th o ('imtlust
(?0 si 1elgtheleﬁ re h;)w many ‘thﬂll' (if'thelpﬂpmal: wrtllaw a’?'d 11’“30}3391}09-_
Consider, theretore, - Let the question be discussed. Let
sands there are whose lives as well as lt}e publ?c mind be agitated and en-
cﬂmf‘f)l't'h&\’ﬂ been, not merely partial- lightened. Letthe facts besubmitted
ly affected, bl{tluttet'ly _destwyed- hy;.to the people, and we should have full
the use of spirituous 11(.1‘107'5- Why confidence in their moral sense and
then, should the sale of them be al-|jyellience to sustain a law of total
lowed? {prohibition.

Again—* making a great noise in| RBut if it were nat so, where is the
the night, to the disturbance of the pecessity or propriety of expressly li-
neighborhood,” is held as an i“dic’-a'icensiug the traffic? I this traffic
ble offence. imnst continue, let it continue without

Can youy conceive of an unusualithe sanction of legal guaranties. Let
noise in the night, without attributing|legislattve patronage be withdrawn
itto the agency of intoxicating liq11m‘s‘51frmn it. Donot bolster it up by statu-

. C ;

What, we ask, can more literally
fulfil this definition than the drinking
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tory protection. Letit beseenasitis
Letitstand out upon~its own merits—
stripped of all disguise—clothed in its
native and intrinsic turpitude and mor-
al deformity—a voracious monster,
devouring the fortunes of thousands,
lapping its livid, slobbering tongue in
the best blood of the land, surrounded
by poverty, disease and death, reek-
ing with crime,'and regaling its ears
on the cries of distress bursting from
the breaking hearts of its countless
victims. We say, let it be thus seen
in its true character, and if our legisla-
tors have not the moral courage open-
ly to oppose the foul demon, let them
at least occupy neutral ground, and
not afford aid and comfort to the ene-
my. The people will come to the
rescue in due time.

So long as our license laws exist, it
will be impossible to convince all per-
sons that the use of spirituous liquors
is wrong. These laws are the grand
obstruction to the consummation of
the temperance reformation. The
are a standing responsible endorse-
ment that the use of spirituous liquors
ig right. But the very act of with-
drawing from them all legislative
sanction would, ¢pso facto, create an
odium against them, and render the
traffic in them dishonorable. Moreo-
ver, if they are placed beyond the
pale of legal protection, there would
be few that would venture to invest
their estate in them.

Fellow-citizens, we are aware that
the present general agitation respect-
ing the legal suppression of the liquor
traffic has beendenounced as the mere
temporary ebullition of religious and
political fanaticism, growing out of
the proceedings of the legislature of

‘Maine. Butwe hope you will be in-

fluenced by no such silly malediction.
‘We trust that the arguments and
facts which we have so hastily recount-
ed, have had the same influence on
your minds and hearts, as they had on
ours ; and that you are now convinced
that the best interests of the State,

moral, physical, intellectnal, civil and
» PUY ’

political, imperatively demand the
suppression of the sale of all intoxica-

ting beverages. The principles on
which we claim this are by no means
novel. And with a view to shew you
that they are not, and to fortify our
positions by the opinions of the wise
and the good, we refer you to the fol-
lowing extracts from the writings of
eminent men, placed upon the record
twenty years ago.

Dr. Humphrey, President of Am-
kerst College, Connecticut, said: “It is
as plain to me as the sun in a clear
summer sky, that the license laws of
our country constitute one of the main
pillars on which the stupendous fab-
ric rests. Take away this support,
and I do not see howits tottering walls
could stand before the heavy artillery
by which they are assailed.”

Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen: 1
am persuaded that the course of past
legislation has greatly increased the
evil of which we complain. How
could it be otherwise? Men can
hardly avoid looking up to the halls of
legislation for standards of duty.—
They expect to find models there that
may be safely followed; and when
these high places have deliberately
sanctioned the use of ardent spirits
when under legal regulations, the con-
clusion has been natural and prompt,
that when it was clothed in these legal
forms, it was not only excusable, but
lawful.”

The Hon. David Daggett, Chief
Justice of Commecticut, says: *“The
great source of intemperance is to be
found in grog-shops and tippling hou-
ses;” and declares that we may not
“expect to see our land purged from
this abomination’’ until all these are
destroyed.

Hon. Jokn Cotton Smith, Governor
of Connecticut,stated: I am decided-
ly of opinion that all laws liceusing
and regulating the sale of ardent
spirits ought to be instantly repealed.
Hirst, because if intended as a source
of revenue, they are manifestlyimmor-
al ; secondly, 1f considered as sump-
tuary laws, which by their operation
are designed to restrain the sale and
consumption of that article are whol-
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ly ineffieient. Indeed I fully cemcur t

in the belief that these acts by legal-
izing, do actually increase the traffic
and consumption.”

Dr. Wayland, President of Brown
University, after arguing to shew the
immorality and impolicy of the traffic,
used this language: “I therefore
think the prohibition of the traffic in
ardent spirits a fit subject of legisla-
tive enactment, and I believe the most
happy results would flow from such
prohibition.”

And now, fellow-citizens, with all
these facts before us, is it not time
that the people of this commonwealth
—this good old christian common-
wealth—should awake to a betterand
morelively appreciation of the subject?
Isitnot high time that all legal sanc-
tions should be withdrawn from the!
sale of a commodity, which has des-
troyed more lives than war, pestilence
and famine,—that has engendered and
perpetrated more crimes than any
other diabolical agency that ever curs-
ed a christian community—that is now

i
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he constantly operating instrument-
ality of more suffering and sorrow, of
more ruin, national and personal, than
any other malignant influence by
which we are afflicted.

Why should not the traffic in spir-
ituous liquors be abolished ? What
single benefit has it ever conferred
upon the State? Does not the statute
authorizing it virtually offer a premz-
um on vice? Is it not accessory be-
fore the fact, to three-fourths of the
crimes committed in the State ?

Oh! it is abhorrent to every princi-
ple of enlightened public policy. It
is an impeachment of our christian in-
tegrity as a community. To us, this
law looks like some rude barbaric im-
age still lingering among the oracles
of Liberty. Let it be hurled from its
pedestal. Let the money-changers
who sacrifice at its dark and bloody
altars the fortunes, the peace, the lives
and the souls of men, be scourged
from the temple of our freedom.

W. T. WILLEY, Chairman.
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