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AVEST E VIRGINIA

THE PERSONNEL OF ITS GOVERNMENT IN LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, JUDI-
CIAL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION.

The State of West Virginia may at this time he regarded as
especially fortunate in having at the heads of its government
such important and valuable representatives. These men have
come forward from the ranks of the people; have been selected
ag the best exponents of a popular governmen t; have proven
themselves worthy of public confidence and support and as safe
custodians of the trusts reposed in them. The election of men to
administer the affairs of a State is a serious responsibili ty as in
them is reposed the continuity of the institutions, rights and Iib-
erties of its people. The foundations upon which rest these sa-
cred obligations are in the abilities, judgment, discretion and wis-
dom of those who compose the government of a State. The exec-
utive, legislative, judicial and military departments of the admin-
istration of West Virginia are fortunately under the control of
representatives who may be regarded by their acts as being com-
petent, honorable, judicious and just. The Legislature of 1899
brought into action new and untried men, but men of strong prin-
ciples who acquitted themselves in the discharge of their obliga-
tions with a proper devotion to the interests of their constituents
and the general welfare of the State. The proper administration
of the government of West Virginia is of such vital concern to
its people that the character of the men who conduct it becomes

of the highest public interest and importance. Hence does it fol-
low that a particular account of their lives and their claims to
recoguition and honor are duties they owe to their constituents
and posterity. The subjoined sketches have heen prepared from
original sources with the careful attention to detail they deserve
and are submitted to public perusal and study as among the
strongest types of administrative abilities afforded by nineteenth
century civilization.

STATE GOVERNMENT.

The elective officers of the State are the Governor, Attorney
General, Aunditor, Treasurer and Superintendent of Public In-
gtruction and constitute the Board of Public Works, which lev-
ies taxes for the support of the government and has general con-
trol of and supervision over the properties and revenues of the
State, the Governor being ex-officio president and the Seecretary
of State, the secretary of the Board. All the other officers of gov-
ernment are appointed by the,Governor and confirmed by the
Senate, their terms of office being coequal with that of the Gov-
ernor, four yvears.
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THE EXECUTIVE OFFICES.

To the average man the office of Chief Executive of a State
seems easy to manage; that there is but litle real work connec-
ted with it; that the duties are plain and simple, and in short,
that it is a sort of a bed of roses. This is a mistake. 1t is one of the
most diffienlt offices to fill in the entire category of responsible
public places. A Senator or a Member of Congress when the ses.
sion ends, has the remainder of the year to himself. He can go
and come as it pleases him; and even when the session is on,
he can pair with a political opponent and can be absent from
his desk almost as often as he likes. But the Governor of a State
is expected to be af his office every businesg day in the week. Neo
day is his own. He is presumed, during business hours, to be ac-
cessible to any and all the people, and is paid, as they take it, to
fisten to all their grievances; to hear pardon arguments; to give
some one a coveted office; to furnish newspaper articles for indus-
trinl newspapers upon the resources of his State; to deliver pub-
lie addresses upon all manner of subjects, Sundays, as well as
week days; to help every poor tramp that chances to come along;
to subgeribe to every book that may be presented; and, in brief,
to be every man’s man in his State.

This is not an overdrawn statement of the every day life of the
Chief Executive of a State. 1t is no wonder, therefore, that one
term generally satisfies a Governor, and it is not much wonder al-
so that one term in the Executive chair, generally kills him off
from rising higher in political life.

For several monihs past the writer has noted the trials and
perplexities of the Governor of West Virginia, who gives all of
his time to public callers from 9 o’clock a. m. to 4 o’clock p. m.,
daily except Sundays. Naturally courteous, he receives all eall-
ers in a pleasant manner, and always treats all alike. Although
an ardent Republican in politics, a Demoecrat is as graciously
received as a Republican, and his requests are invariably con-
sidered as much so as if he was not a member of an opposing
political orgammh(m It is only justice to say, that Governor
Atkinson is an attentive, conscientious official, and is always

approachable at any time and place, by any citizen, either of
high or low estate.

The Governor has, as private secretary,

! _ reneral E. L. Boggs
a most accomplished and efficient clerk,

He is the acknowledged

best penman in the entire capitol bnilding, and is gentlemanly,
courteons and attentive to his duties. The Governor receives
in the neighborhood of one hundred letters daily. These are all
opened, and the majority of them are answered by General
Boggs, without reference to the Governor. He has a stenogra-
pher, Miss Roberta Coleman, a young lady of accomplishments,
who understands her duties thoroughly and well, and who is of
inestimable value both to the Governor as well as to his private
secretary.

The Governor's duties embrace the pardoning of criminals
and the appointment of commissioners of deeds, notaries pub-
lic, and the members of all the State boards, which have under
their management the business institutions of the State. He also
appoints the Secretary of State and other heads of departments
of the State government, not elected by the people.

The Secretary of State, who is one of the busiest officials of the
State government, is also seeretary of the Board of Public
Works, igsues all charters and ig superintendent of public print-
ing. The present incumbent, Hon. William M. O. Dawson,
is acknowledged fo be, perhaps, the most careful and efficient
man that has yet filled that important official station,

George Wesley Atkinson, Governor.

The Hon. George Wesley Atkinsgon, the Governor incumbent
of West Virginia, was born in Kanawha county, of that State
in 1847. He was graduated from the Ohio Wesleyan University
in the class of 1870, and received a thorough legai education at
Columbian University, being admitted {o the bar in 1875. He
won success and prominence in the practice of his profession, and
bas been consjpicaously identified with the Repaldican poliiic.l
history of West Virginia, serving his party with singular zeal
and fidelity. In 1881 he was appointed United States Marshal
for the district of West Virginia and performed the duties of
that effice with credit and ability for the full term of four years.
He returned to the practice of his profession in May, 1885, and,
in November, 1888, was elected upon the Republican ticket ag
a member of Congress from the First District of West Virginia.
His opponent was given the certificate of election by the Gover-
ror, but npon a trial before Congress Mr. Atkinson was award-
ed, at the beginning of the session, the seat as his just right.
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His congressional acts were characterized by an unswerving a;-
legiance to duty, which has throughout his whole career forti
fied and guided him. For many years Mr. Atk?nsou eugaged in
journalistic pursuits, and was for nine years interested in t_he
West Virginia Journal, published at Charleston, as one (_)f its
editors and proprietors. e has also made his mark in litera-
ture as the author of “The History of Kanawha,” “After the
Moonshiners,” “Revenue Digest,” “The West Virginia l’ul[)it,_”
“Don’t” and as the principal editor and publisher of “Promi-
nent Men of West Virginia.” His work, “A B C of the Tariff,”
-considered an able exposition of a mooted political question, ran
into an edition of more than one million copies. As a member
of the M. E. church, Mr. Atkinson has been essentially promi-
nent, and has on two occasions, in 1876 and 1888, served as a lay
delegate to its general conference. He is worthily distinguished
in the Masounic fraternity, having attained the thirty-third de-
gree and successively discharged the functions of office in sub-
ordinate and grand lodges, rising to the rank of Grand Master
and Grand Secretary, having held the latter office for 14 years
past.  For many years he has indited the reports on Foreign
Correspondence for the Grand Lodge, entailing a vast amount of
labor and demanding an intimate acquaintance of comprehen-
sive masonry.

As a member of the Republican party, Mr. Atkinson has been
signally honored by the bestowal upon him of various positions
of trust and responsibility, having served as a member of the
Republican State Executive Committee in 1876; its chairman
from 1880 to 1884. and its secretary for four years. He was also
the chairman of the Kanawha County Republican Executive
Comnittee for eight years, and chairman of the Third Congress-
ivnal District Executive Committee for ten years, and chairman
of the First District Executive Committee for six years. He
was also a member of the National Republican Committee
for four years. As a politician Mr. Atkinson has exhibited
the abilities of organization the management of which place
him in the front rank of the great. leaders of the country
His career in all relations he has assumed in public life
has been emphasized in meritorious successes, and continual
perferment, while his social identity has given him a wide-
spread popularity. Mr. Atkinson came before the people
of West Virginia for gubernatorial honors in 1806 and Was

triumphantly elected. He has not disapointed hig sup-
porters, but has infused into all his official acts as Chief Execu-
tive of the State the sterling principles and sound judgment
which constitute him a man to be relied upon in all cases requir-
ing the impartial exercise of those qualities. He was prominent-
Iy mentioned as the Senatorial candidate of the Republican par
ty to succeed Senator C. J. Faulkner, but failing of the caucus
nomination, gave to his successful opponent earnest and loyal
support. He has dignified and ennobled public trusts by the val-
ue and importance of his services, wherever directed, and is a
son of West Virginia pledged to the highest and truest inter-
ests which can actuate the ambition in behalf of right and jus-
tice. Governor Atkinson is a man of striking and commanding
physique and possesses a pleasing and graceful mannerism. He
is an eloquent speaker and never fails to elicit the sympathy of
his audiences. No man in West Virginia is better known or more
popular. Col. James Atkinson, his father, deceased since 1866,
was for many years identified with important business move-
ments in the Kanawha Valley, In both parents George Wesley
Atkinson had wise and prudent instructors and in his early
years were placed before him the examples by which he has
profited and which have elevated him into a splendid and re
sourceful manhood, ¢rowned with imperishable honors and the
nobility of a sincerely Christian character. Mr. Atkinson was
married, December 8, 1868, to Miss Ellen Eagan, of Charleston,
W. Va., a union which proved a happy one. Five children were
the fruoits of this marriage. He was married a second time, June
24, 1897, to Mrs. Myra H. Camden, widow of the late Judge G.
D. Camden, of Clarksburg, West Virginia, a most estimable lady,
who is highly esteemed for her meritorious qualities and accom-
plishments.

ATTORNEY _GENERAL.

The Attorney General stands as the arbiter of justice in the
enforeement of the Supreme laws of the State and the mainte-
nance of the equal rights and privileges of its people. He is the
advisory counsel of the Executive Departments of the adminis-
tration of the State, involving all questions of legal rights and
procedure and is required, when called upon to do so, to express
his opinion in writing. Ie is the prosecutor before the Supreme
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Court of Appeals of all Criminal cases that may come before it
on appeal from courts of lower jurisdiction. Is the defender of
the State against the assaults or encroachments of .its own or
other peoples on its territorial, property or other valued inter-
ests, privileges, rights and exemptions. He ig the stern monitor
of the integrity, honor and obedience of its citizens in their rela-
tion to the properly constituted lawful authority of the govern-
ment. Is the State’s attorney in all eivil cases in the Circuit
Court of the District wherein the capitol ig located and ex-officio
member of the Board of Public Works, and Reporter of the Su-
preme Court, for the performance of the duties of which latter
important position he is provided with an assistant. He is also
required to prepare annually reports of decisions of the Supreme
Court. The duties of this office demand for the proper perform-
ance of its obligations and fulfillment of its trusts, men of un-
doubted ability, dauntless courage and unswerving infegrity;
and West Virginia is fortunate in having had such men in the
incumbenecy of its affairs.

In the last report of the Attorney General we have before us
some of the work done by him during his administration and
from it we make statement and extract. In addition to the nu-
merous opinions to the various departments and the heads of
the various State institutions, copies of which have been pre-
gserved for the assistance, convenience and reference of his sne-
cessors in office, he cites the cases submitted to the Court of Ap-
peals, many of which involve intricate and important legal ques-
tions, and of them the Report says: “Ten cases have been brief-
ed and submitted and the State has never yet asked for the con-
tinuance of a single case. Not only has the work been kept up,
but it has always been done promptly. In my opinion all State
cases should be heard and determined at the earliest possible
moment, so ag to avoid any delay which might justify the pop-
ular eriticism of the slowness with which the courts enforce the
laws and administer justice.”

The most important case is, no doubt, that of the Pitisburg,
Cincinnati, Chiecago & St. Louis Ry. Co. versus Board of Publie
Works. At the time of induction into office of the present At-
torney General this case was pending in the United States Su-
preme Court on an appeal from the Circuit Court of the U. 8. for
this district. By direction of the present Board of Public Works
he appeared with his predecessor, the Hon. T. 8. Riley, and

Judge Melvin, of Wheeling, and submitted the case in January,
1895, receiving in November following a decigion in favor of the
State In connection therewith the Report says:

“This was a most important decision, involving not merely the
taxes due on the bridge of this railroad across the Ohio river at
Stubenville, but also the taxes now being collected by the State
from other railroads-<having bridges across this stream. The
taxes on this bridge alone amounted to about $3,000.00 per year,
and as no taxes have been paid on it gince 1894, there are now
four years back taxes due and unpaid, amounting to about $12,-
000.00. There are four other similar bridges in this State, on
which taxes have been regularly paid, which would not only have
been released from future taxes, but on which the.State would
doubtless have been asked to refund amounts already paid.”

Angther important mdtter was the prosecution of what is com-
monly known as the “Wheeling Whiskey cases,” which resulted
in breaking up the illegal sale of whiskey and from which the
State received that year in fines and taxes $18,000 and establish-
ed a permanent and substantial inerease in the revenue derived
from license taxes. In another case, that of the Pullman Car
Company, which had been running its cars for years without
paying any taxes whatever, the Board of Public Works under
advice of Attorney General, assessed the property for taxation,
which resulted in bringing about negotiations that terminated in
the property of the Company being taxed for the first time in
the history of the State. The Report cites other cases which
were settled to the advantage of the State and to the increase
of its revenues, but we have selected only the principal ones as
evidence of what has been accomplished in the work of this of-
fice. Of the responsible and important position of Reporter of
the Court of Appeals, which duties, as stated, are performed by
his assgistant, the Atforney General says in his report that he
was fortunate in securing the services of Mr. Edwin M. Keatley,
a most valuable man of ability and education to whom ig princi-
pally due not only the improvement in the State Reports but al-
8o lavgely the promptness with which the work of the office has
been done.

Hon. Edgar Parks Rucker, Attorney General.

Hon. Edgar Parks Rucker, Attorney General of West Virgin-
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ia, was born at Covington, Va., December 23, 1861. His parents
are William Parks and Margaret Ann Rucker. His education
was received in the State public schools and he was graduated in
law from the West Virginia University in June, 1887, beginning
the practice of his profession on being admitted to the bar July
1, of the same year. He was a candidate for the State Senate
on the Republican ticket in the Eighth Senatorial district in 1888
and ran for Congress in the Third Congressional district in 1892,
He was defeated in both instances, but by greatly reduced ma-
jorities. He was a regent of the West Virginia University and
held that position from 1895 to 1897, the time of his election as
Attorney General of West Virginia, when he resigned to enter
upon the duties of that office.

His opponent in the race for Attorney General was the Hon.
T. 8. Riley, over whom his majority was 11,392 and 10,257 over
all, Lyneh receiving but 1,123 votes. Gen. Rucker ran second on
the ticket, the plurality of Governor Atkinson over him in the
whole State being but 197 votes. General Rucker has a notable
and distinguished legal record. He began the practice of law

July 1, 1887, and at that time entered into partnership
with his father at Lewisburg, West Virginia, which was

continued up to December, 1888, after which he con-
ducted  business alone until 1890, when he  associat-
ed himself with Mr. Hugh G. Woods at Princeton, W. Va., the
partnership terminating January 1, 1893. He then became and
still is, the senior member of the firm of Rucker, Keller & Ham-
ill, of Welch, W. Va., which controls a large and lucrative prac-
tice in the counties of Mercer and McDowell, West Virginia, and
in which Mr. Rucker takes a just pride. His parents are both
living at the age of 67 at Lewisburg, W. Va. His father, William
Parks Rucker, continued in the practice of the law from the close
of the civil war, during which time he was for four years the
prosecuting attorney of Greenbrier and Pocahontas counties,
until September, 1898, when from physical infirmity he was com-
pelled to give up his practice and retire to the comforts of do-
mestic life and the enjoyment of a well earned repose and many
honot's in the evening of his days. The elder Rucker was born
in Campbell county, Va., November 9, 1831, and was married
at Lynchburg October 28, 1852, removing to Covington, Va.,
where soon after he began the practice of medicine for which he
prepared himself in the Jefferson College of Philadelphia and
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the Baltimore College of Medicine and continued in it until the
beginning of the civil war.

He served with distinction, and at the close of hostilities was
mustered out with the rank of Major. His services were prin-
cipally rendered on the staffs of Generals Crook and Sigel and
he has letters from Abraham Lincoln in testimony of his brave,
soldiery record. The mother of Attorney General Rucker was
Miss Margaret Aun Scott, of a prominet family of Lynchburg,
Va.,, where she was born January 29, 1832, Attorney General
Rucker has ever been among the strongest supporters in West
Virginia of Republican principles and his ambition and highest
aims are directed to their perpetnity. Ile was married January
11, 1888, to Miss Maude Applegate, at Keytesville, Mo., and has
one daughter, Margaret Clark, a very bright and interesting
child born November 4, 1890.

AUDITOR’S OFFICE.

Through the Auditer’s office are collected all the revenues of
the State from every source whatever and disbursed all the ex-
penses of the government. The work of this office is of greater
volume than that of any other and a larger number of clerks
are employed than in any other department of the State govern-
ment, all of whom are conspicuous for their efficiency and abil-
ity as well as for their uniform kindness and courtesy and to
them ig due the high standard to which the work I this office is
kept up. ‘

TREASURER’S OFFICE

It is more important, and involves more responsibility than is
commonly supposed. The Treasurer is required to give a larger
bond than any other State official. Not one dollar can get into
the Treasury until he receipts for it, not a penny can be drawn
from the Treasury until he signs the check. In his office alone
are kept the bank accounts showing where the money is depos-
ited, and he draws the checks on whichever banks he chooses.
His books also show, not only the exact condition of the Treas-
ury, but the condition of all the funds and all the accounts. Once
every quarter he settles with the depositories, and the cancelled
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checks are kept on file in his office, thus furnishing conclusive
evidence of obligations discharged. The total business of the
office amounts to nearly $4,000,000.00 a year. By virtue of Lis of-
fice the Treasurer is a member of three of the most important
Btate boards the Board of Public Works, the Board of The
fchool Fund and the Board of Public Printing.

Under the present administration the work of the office has
been thoroughly systematized and the office has assumed the dig-
nity and the prominence originally designed for it in the organi-
zation of the State.

Hon. . A. Kendall, Treasurer.

Prominent among the young Republicans of West Virginia is
Btate Treasurer M. A. Kendall, who was born on a farm in Ritch-
ie county, West Virginia, July 23, 1862, and is the youngest son
in a large family of children, three of whom were gerving in the
Union army at the time of his birth. His early education was
acquired in the schools of his county, supplemented by home in-
struction until he attained his fourteenth year, when he secur-
ed employment with hig brother as clerk in store at Elizabeth,
Wirt county, attending scliool as his duties would permit, and
graduating from the high school. At the end of five years he
bought out the business and conducted it successfully for four
years when he sold it and removed to Parkersburg. For seve ral
years after he represented a Wheeling house on the road, and for
the four years previous to his election as State Treasurer, travel-
ed West Virginia and Eastern Ohio for one of the leading bus-
iness concerns of Cincinnati, establishing for himself the reputa-
tion of being one of the best and most popular salesmen through-
eut the territory traveled by him. In 1896 he received the Re-
publican nomination for State Treasurer and was elected, his
popularity adding strength to the ticket. As Treasurer of West
Virginia he has made himself conspicuous for the zeal with
which he has performed the duties of the office. He has always
been an active, enthusiastic Republican, whose best energies
have been devoted in council and on the stump to the suceess of
the party, and whose voice has ever been raised for purity in
politics and honesty in office. Mr. Kendall was chairman of the
Republican Executive Committee of Wirt county for several
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years and rendered such splendid services during the Blaine cam-
paign as to stamp him as a leader whose ability should be rec-
cgnized and rewarded in future political contests. Mr. Kendall
i a prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal church,
@ member of the Executive Committee of the State Sunday
School Association and a trustee of the Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
gity, in the work connected with all of which he feels a zealous
care and interest. As a public speaker and lecturer he has al-
ready earned an enviable reputation. As a publie official he is
courteous, affable and obliging.

DEPARTMENT OF FREE SCHOOLS.

The Department of Free Schools has its foundation in the
constitution of West Virginia which provides that “The State Su-
perintendent of Free Schools shall have a general supervision
of free schools, and perform such other duties in relation thereto
as may be prescribed by law.” In addition to this constitutional
requirement the Legislature has enacted that the State Superin-
tendent of Free Schools ghall reside and keep his principal office
at the seat of government, shall have supervision of county su-
perintendents, shall prescribe and prepare all forms and blanks
used by teachers and school officers in the State, shall publish
and distribute the school law, shall make an annual report to
the Governor of the progress of education, shall fix the time and
place of holding teachers’ institutes and shall appoiut instructors
and prepare a graded course of institute work and shall serve ex-
officio, as president of the Board of Regents of the State Normal
School, and shall be a member of the Board of Regents of the
Preparatory Branch of the West Virginia University, and of the
Bluefield Colored Institute. He is also, by law, a trustee of Stow
er College and a member of the Board of Public Works.

The Department of Free Schools occupies six well furnished
rooms in the State Capitol and in the discharge of his manifold
duties the State Superintendent requires the services of two
clerks and a stenographer. The present office force is: J. R. Trot-
ter, State Superintendent; M. P. Shawkey and L. C. Anderson,
clerks, and Miss Elizabeth Taylor, stenographer.
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Hon. W. T. 0. Dawson, Secretary of State.

The Hon. William Mercer Owens Dawson, Secretary of State
of West Virginia, was born at Bloomington, Maryland, and is
the youngest son of Francis Ravenscraft and Lean (Kight) Daw-
son. When a child his mother died and his father removed to
Cranberry, now Terra Alta, Preston county, West Virginia, and
subzegnently fo Bruceton Mills, remaining at the latter place
until the outbreak of the Civil War, when he moved to Ice’s
Ferry, in Monongalia county. In the autumn of 1863 Mr. Dawson
returned to Cranberry to reside with his sisters. e here found
employment in the cooper-shop with his brother-in-iaw, at which
he worked from 1863 to 1868, attending the country schools dur-
ing the winter. His education was obtained in the free schools
and in several terms of select schools at Terra Aita. He served
as clerk in the store of the Hon. John . Jones at Terra Alta for
several years. He taught several terms of country free schools
and was employed as book-keeper and clerk in other stores in
Terra Alta. .

In September, 1873, he gave up clerking and book-keeping, re-
moved from Terra Alta to Kingwooed; and, before he had reach-
ed his majority, toock charge of The Preston County Journal, at
Kingwood, the Republican newspaper at that place. He had
previously acted as a valued correspondent of this newspaper
and of the Wheeling Intelligencer. On taking charge of The
Journal he reduced its price of subseription, and greatly improv-
ed it, and two years later became the owner of the paper. The
brsiness flonrished despite the panic of 1873, and the paper stead-
ily won its way to popularity and liberal support, which it con-
tinued for many years to receive as the result of his management
anrd direction. From his tender years Mr. Dawson evinced a live-
Iv interest in political movements. In 1874, against his wishes,
e was elected chairman of the County Committee of Preston
county; was twice unanimously re-elected. when ne voluntarily
retired.  He was unanimously nominated by the County Repub-
lican Convention at Terra Alta in 1880—the largest convention
eéver agsembled in the county—for State Renator from the Tenth
digtrict, composed of Preston and Monongalia connties; and was
clected in Octoher of that vear, and took his geat in the State Sen-
ate on January 12, 1881, the youngest member of the body.

In 1884, he was again unanimously nominated and reelected
with only formal opposition, to the State Senate. The Tenth dis-
trict (now the Eleventh) was and is the strongest Republican dis-
trict in the State. When Mr. Dawson took his seat in the Senate
in 1881, his colleague and himself were the only Republicans
among the twenty-four senators; but when he retired in 1888, the
Senate was nearly evenly divided, and the succeeding senate was
Republican. At the end of his second term Mr. Dawson refused
to be considered a candidate, and announced in the public prints
that he would not accept a renomination if offered, and could not
serve if re-elected, as he was too poor longer to neglect his pri-
vate business.

In the Senate Mr. Dawson rendered valuable service as a mem-
ber of the committees on banks and corporations, on finance, on
the joint committee on finance, on the joint sub-committee on fi-
nance to prepare the appropriation bills; on counties and munici-
pal corporations, on the penitentiary, on mines and mining, on
publie printing, and on the joint committees on enrolled bills (of
which he acted as chairman on behalf of the Senare during the
important sessions of 1881 and 1882, when the Code was revised.)
He was also a member of other regular committees; and was a
member of the joint sub-committee to investigate the assessment
and taxation laws of the State, with a view to their thorough re-
vision, in which he took an active part, and spent much time. He
wrote the minority report of that committee, in which he contend-
ed that every citizen should pay taxes on what he ewns only and
not on mortgages or other debts; that the debts due on the homes
of the people, on farms, and on real estate, gshould be deducted
from their values, and taxes on the mortgages on them be paid
by the holders of the morfgages, and not by the ownerg of the
property. He was the only Republican member of a special com-
mittee to investigate the public printing and the report written
by him and signed with him by two of the four Democratic mem-
bers of the committee, was adopted by the Democratic Senate,
after a lively fight. He was a member of a special committee to
investigate the financial condition of the State, and especially of
the wrongful use of the irreducible school fund. He wrote the
minority report of that committee:; and a motion. the substance
of which was to adopt the recommendations of that report. was
defeated by a vote of 12 to 12, in the Senate of 22 Demoperats and
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two Republicans.. But the Legislature did then appropriate mon-
ey to pay back various amounts taken at different times from
the irreducible school fund to pay deficits in the revenue. Since
that time the practice of playing fast and lcose with this fund
has stopped. The justice of Mr. Dawson’s position was not gques-
tioned by any one. His investigation into the matter led him
to draft an amendment to the constitution to abolish the irredu-
c¢ible school fund, to provide for its distribution to the chil-
dren of school age of the State for free school purposes, and to
provide that the moneys which go into that fund should go into
the distributable fund. He collected many statisties on the sub-
ject, and showed how, in some other states, a sinnlar fund was
looted, or wasted, or lost by bad investment, His amendment was
advocated by the Wheeling Intelligencer, then edited by the late
A. W. Campbell, and by the The Wheeling Register, then edited
by the late Lewis Baker, they being the leading papers respective-
ly of the Republican and Democratic parties of 1ae Sfate. The
amendment was adopted in two different sessions of the Benate,
and each time by more thn the required two thirds vote. Mr,
Dawson, however resisted all suggestions fo use any part of
this irreducible fund for any other purpose than the support of
the free schools.

About the time Lie took his seat in the Senate the people of the
State were stirred up on the question of exorbitant railroad char
ges for freight and nnjust diserimination in such charges against
West Virginia's products, by the two trunk lives of thie State. He
made a study-of the guestion and introdoced into the Senate an

celaborate hill, providing for a commisgion, on the lines afterward
adopted in the ereation of the Federal Inter-State Railroad Com-
mission, and delivered a speech in explanation of it, which was
printed and cirenlated in the State and was very favorably com-
mented on by nearly all the newspapers of heth political parties.

The Wheeling Register (Dem.) printed the speech in full and
pave it considerable and favorable editorial comment. The
measure, after being ordered fo its second reading, without op-
position, went over until the adjonrned session of 1882 when it
was thoronghly debated. Party lines were drawn against it by
leading Democrats of the State, who were interested in railroads
and it was defeated by a very few votes. Mr, Dawsou emphasized
that he was friendly fo railroads, as they were essential to the

“and
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development of the State, physically and mentally, and should
be treated justly and liberally. He redrafted the chapters of the
Code, concerning licenses, consolidating the two chapters into
one; made amedments of the law concerning the printing of
bills and the journals of the two houses, and made many amend-
ments to the road laws. He advocated the relegation of larger
discretion to the local authorities in the management of their’
fiscal affairs.

He wag one of the chief factors in the building of the eleven
miles of railroad from Tunnelton to Kingwood in Preston coun-
ty, which is now a standard guage road, in a prosperous condi-
tion, and soon to be extended to Morgantown. Perhaps there
is not another instance in the country where the same number of
people of the same wealth built so many miles of railroad over
80 difficult a route, without outside aid. To this project Mr. Daw-
son gave several years of work and considerable money, and was
for several years one of its chief managers. In its inception he
was asgociated with Judge Johm Barton Payne, now of Chicago,
the Hon. Charles Edgar Brown, late postmaster at Cincinnati,
and Judge Joseph H. Hawthorne, of Kansas City, Mo, all of
whom were then regidents of Kingwood. Mr. Dawson has devo-
ted many years of his life to duties of a public nature. He sery-
ed ps mayor of the town of Kingwoed; and his present office of
Seerefary of Btate, with the exception of Clerk of the House of
Nelevates in 189G, ig the ouly office of profit he has ever held.
Mr. Dawson Locame the Chairman of the Republican State Com-
mittee in 1801 was re-elected in 1892 and 1896, and is the pres-
ent ineumbent of that pogition. e effected a thorough organiz-
ation of the party in 1892, which he further perfected in 1894
1896, e was complimented by the National Committee
with having the hest organized State in the Union.

He was annointed by Governor Atkingon Secretary of State
of West Vireinia fo serve for four vears from Mavch 4, 1897, and
invests that office with commendable and exemuvlary manage-
ment. e ig ex-afficio the Sanerintendent of Publiec Printing:
Socretary of the Bonrd of Public Works. and keeper of the Exee-
ntive Jonrpal  The pniform duties of his office reanire the ser-
viees of two additional elerks to those provided by the State, and
whieh are in his private pay.

Of Mr. Dawson it mav well he sfated that he possesses in a

remakable degree the qualities best adapted to the discharge of
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the gravest public questions. His knowledge of law and his long
experience in the printing teaae and FUsiiess enterprises doud s
cool and inflexibie judginent especially recolmiena D as i re-
spousibie curator ol the ONErous responsibility attacning to e
duties of his present ofice. His well KDOWI INLEZEILY dna 10dom-
itable zeal and energy in the discharge ot every auty 1nposed
upon him demand that his services will continne to be grateful-
ly recognized al the hands of a discriminating public.

We close this sketch with some official figures showing the
conduct of the office of Becretary of State during Mr. Dawsoi's
incumbency. |

As Superintendent of Public Printing, he has made a splendid
record for his party and for himself. The cost of publie printing,
binding and stationery from 1890 to 18906, seven fiscal years, clos-
inng with September 30th of each year, was $328.316.53, or an
annual average of $46,902. For the two fiscal years Mr. Dawson
has been in charge, the average annunal cost has been less than
$16,500, a decrease in the two years of over $61,000, or an annual
saving of over §30,500. :

The amount of money collected by him and paid into the State
Treasury, from March 4, 1897, to July, 1, 1899, is as follows:

For tax on Stateseal ...... .. ....., 53,047 00
For proceeds of sale of books. . .. A P G441 35
For the first year’s license tax, as new corporations

chartered by the Becretary of State........ 71,420 00
Total ameunt collected and paid in by him ........ $81.808 35

Amount of first year's license tax on new corpori-

tions chartered by the Secretary of State dur-

ing said period and paid direct to Auditor,. .$ %110 00
Total arising from Secretary of State’s office from

the above three sources during said period. .$89.918 25

The item of “tax on State seal” is the proceeds of a tax of §1
charged when the seal is attached to any paper, excepting such
papers as are exempt by law.

The item of “proceeds of sale of hooks” is the amount collect-
@d_ for sale of Supreme Court Reports, Acts, and Codes. During
this period, however, there were almost no Codes to sell. as the
latest edition, (that of 1891) has been out of print since April 1,

1897; and many of the Supreme Court Reports have been out of
print. At this date (Aug. 1, 1899), 24 of the 44 volumes of these
Reports are out of print. Had the Code and Reports been in
print the item named would have been much larger. Mr. Dawson
has handled the important business of his office with the same
industry and fidelity that he would were it his own private bus-
iness.  For instance, early in his term of office he made a ruling
that he would not issue a charter until the first year’s license
tax was paid either to the Auditor or himself, no matter if the
applicant paid the fee belonging to his office—he must pay also
the tax due the State. The law does not require him to do this;
he is not charged by the law with the collection of license tax
at all; but his ruling has resulted in large gains to the State;
and since the date of the ruling the initial license tax has been
paid on every charter before it was issued.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINING

The Department of Mine Inspection was ereated by an act of
the legislature in 1883. The purpose of the act was to provide
for the inspection of Coal mines, and to meet that end an offi-
cial, to be appointed by the Governor, to be known as a Mine In-
spector, was provided for. The duties of the inspector are to
see that the provisions of the mining law are observed and to
make personal inspections of the mines, and, each year, to make
i report to the Governor of the State, stating the condition in
which the mines were found, the extent to which the law is ob-
served or vielated, and to make recommendations on any need-
ed legislation. The mine law provides that the mines shall be
properly ventilated; that the places where the men work be kept
free from standing bodies of water or gas; that the roof be se-
curely timbered and that all machinery be inspected and in
charge of competent persons.

The main object of this department is to enforce the laws
which insure to the miners proteetion against accidents and to
promote a healthful condition of the mines, Another duty of the
inspector is to collect statisties relative to the mining industry
of the State.

In no manner is this department vested with any conciliatory
powers in case of strikes or labor troubles.

Since the establishment of this department the mines in the
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State have increased in number to the extent that it has been
necessary to increase the number of inspectors from time to time
until at present there arve four district and one chief inspector.
Over three hundred mines come under the surveillance of the
law, and the safety and welfare of twenty-five thousand workmen
are looked after by the inspectors. The mine inspection depart-
ment is often confounded with the department of Labor Statis-
tics. These departments are wholly different in their purposes;
—while the mining department attempts to protect the lives of
all persons engaged at labor in and at the mines in the State,
the Labor Bureau deals with the educational, financial and wage
conditions of the laboring classes of people in all branches of
industry in the State,

Prior to May, 1897, each district inspector reported directly
to the Governor, and from a perusal of the reports it may be ob-
served the reports were dissimilar in some important features.
Since May, 1897, this department has been in charge of a Chief
Inspector, who has supervision over all of the district inspectors
This change has had the effect of making an organization of
the department a possibility.

There are in print fifteen annual reports of the mine inspect-
ors and the sixteenth report is now in the hands of the printer,

One hundred and twenty-five thousand people of this State
depend upon the mining industry for a livelihood.

For the maintenance of this department the State appropriates
annually the sum of eight to ten thousand dollars.-

James W. Paul, State TRine Inspector.

The present age has been prolific in bringing forward in pub-
lic affairs young men who have won distinguished merit by the
exercise of conspicuous abilities. In this connection is presented
James W. Paul, chief mine inspector of the State of West Vir
ginia. He was born in Newburg, Preston county, West Virgin-
ia, December 14, 1868. His early education was received in pre-
paratory schools, and he was graduated from the West Virginia
University in the class of 1893 with the degree of B. 8. C. E., af-
terward attending a full course of mining at Columbia Universi-
ty, N. Y. He was subsequently engaged in mining engineering
on New River, and was appointed to his present responsible po-

sition by Governor Atkinson in 1897, the youngest man officiat-
ing in his eapacity in the United States. His duties embrace the
superintendence and direction of the inspection of all the coal
mines in the State of West Virginia, in which he is ably assisted
by four district inspectors. Mr. Paul is proficient in chemistry
and was for one year the chemist of the Davis Coal and Coke Co.,
in Tucker county, West Virginia, and the mining engineer for
two years of the Monongah Coal and Coke Co. He is the incum-
bent Vice-president of the West Virginia Society of Civil Engin-
eers and a director of the West Virginia Historical and Anti-
quarian Society. His report on mines and mining in West Vir-
ginia for 1897 is exhaustive, and is conceded to be the best and
most comprehensive exposition of these industries yet laid Lefore
the public. In this work Mr. Paul has demonstrated his emi-
nent qualifications for the thorough and effective management
of the trust reposed in him and which invest him with a valua-
ble identity as among West Virginia’s promoters of weighty in-
terests. Mr. Paul is a resident of Tucker county, West Virginia,
His parents and a paternal grand parent are still living.

His paternal grandfather, coming from Philadelphia, settled
in West Virginia over fifty years ago. His father was for some
Yyeas engaged in the mercantile business, but is now interested
in mining. His maternal grandfather also directed his attention
to mining pursuits. Mr. Paul’s term of office exists during the
administration of Governor Atkinson and will, doubtless, under
such exemplary jurisdiction be constituted a department of the
government of the State of the most progressive and satisfacto-
ry determination. The administration of the office is apprecia-
bly facilitated by the services of the following assistants: Ste-
phen A. Lewis, inspector first district; Jerry Meade, inspector
second district; Edward Pinkney, inspector third district, and
William J. Preece, inspector fourth distriet,

Mr. Paul is a young man full of energy and well directed am-
bitions; is an ardent Republican in politics, and the suppurter of
proper measures looking to the welfare of the people of West
Virginia as implied in the utilization of its great natural resour-
ces.

As the custodian of the great miuning interests of West Vir-
ginia and as a faithful and zealous promoter of their fullest de-
velopment he deserves the honor conferred upon him and the at-
tainment of the goal of higher preferment in the publie cause.



Mr. Paul is an occasional contributor to the leading mining pub-
lications, notably “Mines and Minerals” and the ‘Engineering
and Mining Journal,” which have awakened general interest
as directed to the expansion of the great mining resources of
West Virginia.

COmMMISSIONER OF LABOR.

1t is the duty of this officer to collect, compile and present
the Govertor in annual reports statistical details relating to all
departments and industrial interests of the State, especially in
relation to the financial, social, educational and sanitary condi-
tion of the laboring classes and all statistical information that
may tend to increase the prosperity of the productive industries
of the State. He must once a year at least visit and ingpect the
priucipal factories and work shops of the State, and shall have
power in the discharge of his duties to enter and inspect any pub-
li¢ institution of the State, and any factory, workghop or other
place where labor is employed.

Hon. I. V. Barton, Commissioner of Labor.

Isnac Vernon Barton, Jr., was born May 20th, 1849, in Belmont
county, Ohio, near what is now the busy mining town of Barton
Station on the Cleveland, Lorain and Wheeling Railroad. Here
hig father, Isaac Vernon Barton, Sr., adjudged one of the finest
mechanics of his time, engaged in cabinet making and the man-
ufacture of agricultural implements, and here the edrly days of
the subject of this sketeh were spent. In 1860 the family remov-
ed to Wheeling, where Mr. Barton continued hig education ab-
ruptly terminated by his enlisiment in the volunteer service of
the civil war, August 4, 1863, in the famous Holmes™ battery, at
fourteen years of age. After eight months service he was trans-
ferred to the Third West Virginia Cavalry, serving throughonut
the war. Returning to Wheeling at the close of the rebellion,
here he again resumed his studies and finished his edueation in
that eity. At the age of twenty-one years, he turned his atten-
fion to mechanies and studied the science of steam, steam appli-
anceg and stationary engineering. For many years he held a
very important position in one of the largest manufacturing es-
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1ublislhmc‘uts in i:he State. Mr. Barton will be remembered as he-
lug identilied with the early Prades Union movement in \Vest
Virginia. Attending a national convention in New York Uity 1
Isil, as a delegate rrom this State he was elected sccond vice-
president of the strougest labor organization in this country, at
that time. Here he was commissioned to travel in the interesis
of the association and for two years traveled in Ohio, West Vir-
ginia and Kentucky where he became well and favorable kunowi.
He voluntarily severed his connection with the organization to
become an employe of labor, and his keen sense of fairness and
good judgment endeared him to all he came in contact with.

For State Commissioner of Labor he had the hearty support
of organized and unorganized labor throughout the State. He
is & man of high personal character and as the representative of
the interest of the State has shown himself to be, painstaking,
fair-minded and trustworthy. Iis report on the condition of la-
bor of West Virginia has been complimented by the press every-
where and in hig work, “Developing the State's Resources,” show-
ed great adaptability, thought and research. It has been demon-
strated by his work, that he is a man of splendid capabilities and
well equipped for the position he has been called upon to fitl. Tie
came himself from the ranks of skilled labor and has been a close
student of the labor problem for years. His appointment is di-
rectly in the interest of the toiling masses for whose benefit he
has devoted much of his time and energy. The Commissioner en-
joys the confidence of these people for whom he has great sym-
pathy. His greatest ambition is to elevate labor to that digni-
ty, to which it rightly belongs. 1In the first two years of his ad-
ministration his efforts have been unceasing in carrying out the
primary objects of the office, for which it was originally intended,
and the verdiet is, in this he has been successful.

Hon. Pleasant S. Shirkey, State Librarian.

The friend of education ig always of useful import in aiding
the operation of the government machinery, as upon knowledge
and its dissemination among the people depend the perpetuity
of justice and the rights of citizenship. The law library of the
HState of West Virginia, with its 14,000 volumes of legal digests,
decisions, manuals and reports, is an important auxiliary of the
judicial department, and is regulated and managed by Mr. Pleas-
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ant 8. Shirkey, the librarian, in an efficient and commendable
manner. Mr. Shirkey is the son of David and Mary (Samuels)
Shirkey, and was born in Kanawha county, West Virginia, Au-
gust 3, 1842, He was educated in the free schools of Ohio; taught
school for several years and was afterwards admitted to the bar
and practiced law in West Virginia. He was married at the age
of twenty-six to Mary E. Douglass, of Barbour county, West Va.
e achieved success in the legal profession and has been active
in Republican politics and the cansge of education. He was ap-
pointed to his present position by Governor Atkinson in 1_897
and has fully justified the confidence reposed in him, his services
being always intelligently and capably rendered. Mr. Shirkey
was for a number of years a member of the State Board of Edu-
cation and is at present a member of the book board. As a friend
of education and the earnest sapporter of all movements im-
plied in the general diffusion of knowledge he deserves well of
the publie, and hig example of meritorious service m his present
office distingnishes him as among the valuable custodians of pub-
lic trusts.

BANK EXAMINER.

It ig the duty of the Bank Examiner to examine into and re-
port the condition and affairs of all banks and banking institu-
tions organized under the laws of the State and known as State
Banks, annually between the 1st of April and 30th of Septem-
ber and whenever required at other times to make special exam-
ination. when ordered to do so by Board of Public Works.

Hon. Ottmer B. Wetzel, Bank Examiner.

The Honorable Ottmer B. Wetzel, State Bank Examiner of
West Virginia, was born at Ravenswood, Jackson county, West
Virginia, May 4, 1867, and is the son of Robert T. and Nellie Wet-
zel, natives and life long residents of the same county. Young
Wetzel received his education at the Ravenswood High School.

supplemented by a business course in the Eastman Business Col-
lege, Poughkeepsie, N, Y. Though a young man, he is essentially
qualified for the important position he holds, having served with
credit and honor as teller for three years of the Bank of Ravens-
wood and as cashier for two years of the Bank of Spencer. Dur-
ing his incumbency of the office of Bank Examiner he has per-
formed its duties with high honor and ability and proven himself
a publi officer worthy of the highest confidence and commenda-
tion. In 1895 he was elected by the Republican party, in whose
councils and battles he has always taken an active part, Mayor
of Ravenswood, serving one term to the eminent satisfaction of
the whole peoule. Mr. Wetzel was married December 19, 1898,
to Miss Flora A. Smith, of Spencer, where he resides honored
and esteemed for the integrity of his life and nobility of charac-
ter.

Hon. Frank Lively, Game and Fish Warden.

The Honorable Frank Lively, Game and Fish Warden of West
Virginia was born September 8, 1864, in Monroe county, West
Virginia, of which county his parents, Colonel Wilson Lively
and Elizabeth Gwinn Lively, are natives. His preparatory educa-
tion was acquired in the Concord Normal School, from which he
graduated with hionor in ’82. This was supplemented during the
yvears 1883-84-85 with a course at the West Virginia University
from which he graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
He was admitted to the bar in 1886 and has continued in the
practice of his profession ever since. Mr. Lively has always been
an ardent lover of the sports of fishing and hunting and is par-
ticularly well fitted for the performance of the duties of his office.
As a Republican he has served his party actively in many cam-
paigns and is held in high esteem in its councils. He was mar-
ried Janunary 1, 1890, to Miss Annie E. Prince and resides at
Hinton, Summers county, enjoying the confidence and high opin-
ion of a host of friends for his noble qualities and warm gener-
ous nature.
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I\ LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

The Senate of West Virginia.

Hon. Oliver S. TNarshall, President.

In the Senate, ses-
gion of 1899, there
were many men of
marked personality
and distinguished abil-
ity who established for
themselves reputation
and record worthy the
praise and commenda-
tion not alone of their
constituents butof the
whole people. Of
these, conspicuous toa
greater degree, per-
haps, than any other,
because of the com-
manding position he
occupied and his
strongly marked per-
sonal - characteristics,
the Hon. Oliver S. Mar-
shall, its president, de-
mands foremost -con-
:alid-:mtion and atten-
tion, not only for the
eminent ability,dignity
and grace with which
he presided over its deliberations, but as well for his wise, clear
and impartial decisionson legislative questionsand histender con-
sideration and uniformly kind and courteous treatment of all
members. He was born September 24, 1850, in Hancock county,

West Virginia, of which his parents James G. and Levina Mur-
shall were natives and life long residents. His early education
was received in the schools of hig native county, acquitting him-
self with distinetion nand at the age of eighteen was engaged as
teacher. In 1873-4 he was student at the West Liberty Normal
School and was the valedictorian of his class of eieven, Later

“he attended Bethany College from which he graduated in 1878

with deeree of I3. 8. and four years after was elected one of its
trustees to fill vacancy occasioned by death of General James A.
Garfield. From 1880 to 1885 he was principal of the New Cum-
berland graded school. Mr. Marshall isa Republican tried and
true, high inthe councilsof his party and earnestin the advocacy
of its principles. He was elected iu 1884 Clerk of the County
Court of Hancock and by successive elections continued as such
until 1896, at which time he was elected to the State Senate as
one of the Senators to represent the First Senatorial District. In
the same year he was admitted to the bar in Hancock county,
since which time he has continued in the practice of his profess-
ion building up a large and lucrative business and winning rep-
utation for his legal ability and schelarly attainments. In 1852
he was a delegate to Minneapolis from the First West Virginia
district and voted for Harrison the successful nominee of his par-
tv. Sepator Marshall has been twice married and has had born
te him five children. His first wife was Miss Lizzie, a danghter
of Campbell Tar, of Brooke county and his present wife Miss No-
'a, the second daughter of Capt. William Householder, of Han-
cock county. Senator Marshall is a tall and handsome man, his
iron gray hair, which is worn long giving him a conspicuous and
distinguished appearance. As President of the State Seaate and
ex-officio heir apparent to the gubernatorial chair he is a promi-
rent ficure todav before the people of the State for the next Gov-
ernor, his erinent ability well gualifyivg him for the position.

Hon. Walter Lewis HAshhy.

The subiect of this biography, a rigsing young attorney of Char-
leston, and member of the Senate of West Virginia from the
Ninth Senatorial District, was born in Norborn county, Missou-
ri, November 3, 1862. His parents removed to Boone county, W.
Va., in 1865, and to Kanawha county 1869, the son receiving his
educational training in the schools of Charleston, afterwards at
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tending Rock Hill College at Ellicott City, Maryland. He stud-
ied law in the office of his half brother, the late Senator John E.
Kenna, and was admitted to the bar January 30, 1885, shortly
thereafter forming a partnership with General C. C. Watts, un-
der the firm name of Watts & Ashby. Mr. Ashby has since de-
voted himself assidously to the practice of his profession and
has achieved success and prominence. He received the nomina-
tion for State Senator on the Democratic ticket and wag elected
November 8, 1898, over his opponent, ). M. Shirkey, by a major-
ity of 545 votes.

Mr. Ashby is a young man of prominence and his popularity is
evidenced by his selection to fill the responsible htwt confided
to him by the people.

As a member of the Senate, Mr. Ashby was one of ifs most
punctual attendants and an earnest and active supporter of all
measures directed to the advancement of the public good and
the promotion of the best interests of his constituents and of
the whole people. He was a prominent and highly esteemed
member of eight of the most important Senate committees: Ed-
ucation; Reads and Navigation; Public Buildings and Humane
Institutions; Railroads; Federal Relations; Mines and Mining:
(Maims and Grievances; Rules and on Puhh(- Library.

Hon. Bernard J. Baker.

The Hon. Bernard J. Baker, the hold-over Senator from the
Twelfth Senatorial District, was born at Petershurg, Hardy coun-
ty, Virginia, now Grant county, West Virginia, March 1848,
He is a son of E. W. and Frances Baker, now deceased, natives
of the conunty where he was born and reaved. Besideg the advan-
tages of a sound and thorough schooling in the common schools
of his native county where he finished with credit to himself and
the satisfaction of his teachers, he attended Marshall College,
Huntington, and in 1868 Eastmans Business College at Pough-
keepsie, New York, in preparation for the activities of a life of
trade. At the age of twenty-two he began his mercantile career
as clerk for Grove & Co., serving as such but a short time when
the firm was changed to Baker & Hodners, then to Baker & Co.,
and finally to B. J. Baker as the business is now conducted. Sen-
ator Baker has always been a Democrat and has frequently been
honored by election to positions of trust nnd diguity by his fel-

low citizens of the District, his first office being the responsible
one of township treasurer. He has many {imes been elected chair-
man of the Democratic County Central Committee of Grant coun-
ty and has also been the Grant county member of the Demoerat-
ic Congressiopal Committee of the Second District, filling that
position on the several oceasions of the candidacy of the Ion.
William L. Wilson for Congress. Mr, Baker wasg elected in 1896
to the Senate of West Virginia over Hon. C. M. Babb by 940 ma-
jority and was a member two years ago of the joint Committee
on Constitutional Amendments.  He is a man of distinguished
presence and would command the attention of any nf-ﬂelnhlﬂvv
He 1is recognized as one of the leading members of the ‘ﬁmmte
and though he did not eoften engage in its debaves his advice
and judgment in the councils of hig party was frequently sought
and followed. He was married in November, 1875, to Miss Mary
('. Welton and resides at Petersburg, where he is engaged in mer-
cantile purpuits, farming and live stock dealing.

Hon. James Floyd Beavers.

One of the Senators representing the Seventh Senatorial Dis-
trict of West Virginia, was horn of humble but worthy parents in
Tazewell county, Virginia, on the 5th day of May, 1865. At the
carly age of twelve years his ambition led him to chose a pro-
fession which should fit him for political activities and so enter-
ing a printing office as an apprentice in preparation for journalis-
tie lifé, he worked himself up through all the branches of that
business, devoting his gpare moments and nights to the prosecu-
tion of his studies which had been interrupted by hig employment
and supplementing his common school and home acquired edu-
cation by the useful schooling of a typo. He has had varied ex
perience in newspaper work both in the old State and in the new,
and in 1891 established at Welch the McDowell Recorder of

‘which paper he was for four years, from 1891 to 1895, the editor

and manager. Mr. Cleveland during his second term honored
him by making him pestmaster of his town. In the campaign of
1892 Mr. Beavers was the nominee of his party for the Legisla-
ture but though receiving its full vote he was unable to overcome
the large Republican majority and was defeated by his Republi-
can competitor A. W. Cook. Senator Beavers has always been a
Demaocrat and in the election of 1898 he defeated Col. John D.



F
i

#i



. Pierson, E. 4.,

. Ashby,

SENATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 1899.

INDEX TO PRECEDING PAGE.

Ninth District
(R.)

. Fast, Richard E., Eleventh Dis-

trict, (R.)
Walter
triet, (D.)

L., Ninth Dis-

. Getzendanner, H. C., Thirteenth

Distriet, (R.)

. Baker, 5. L., (Randolph) 'I'enth

District, (R.)

i. Smith, Anthony, Third District,

(R.)

7. Whitaker, N. E., First Distriet,
(R.)

H. Marcum, James H., Sixth Dis-
trict, (D.)

9. Osenton, Charles W. Eighth
District, (D.)

10, Sturm, Jesse ., Second Distriet,
(R.)

11. Baker, B. J.,(Grant), 'I'wefth,
District, (D.)

12. Garrett, Alonzo, Sixth Distriet,
(R.)

13. Burkhart, R. C., Thirteenth

Distriet. (D.)

14,

15.

16.

17.

15,

19.

Lanham , T. F., Eleventh Dis-
triet, (R.)

Hughes, A. G.. Fifth District,
(R.)

Dotson, Commodore, Fourth,

Distriet, (D.)

Beavers, James F., Seventh Dis-
triet, (D.)

White, Carlos V., Seventh Dis-
triet, (R.)

Woodyard, H. C., Fifth Distriet,
(R.)

20, Cornwell, John ., Twelfth Dis-

triet, (D.)

. MeNeil, N. C., Eighth Distriet,
. Farr, George W., Third Distriet,

(R.)

. Cole, George (., Tenth Distriet.

(R.)

. Mathews, 8. W., Second Distriet,

(R.)
Kidd, R. F., Fourth Distriet, (R)
Marshall, 0. S., (Prest.) FKirst
Distriet, (R.)

Republicans, 17. Democrats, 9.
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Hewitt the popular Republican candidate by a majority of 610,
in a distriet which had gone Republican two years before by 997,
In 1893 Mr. Beavers married Miss Alice McDonaid, of Raleigh
county, since which time he has permanently resided at Welch,
identifying himself with its people and interests and becoming
a leader of a constituency who have expressed their confidence in
his worth and ability by electing him their representative to the
upper house of the Legislature. Senator Beavers is an industri-
ous and ever watchful member of the Senate and always keeps
in sight the interests of his district and its people.

Hon. R. C. Burkhart.

The Honorable Robert Christopher Burkhart was born Oc-
tober 8, 1839, at Darkesville, Berkeley county, Virginia, now
West Virginia, @nd is the only son of Dr. F. M. and Annie E.
Burkhart. His father was a native of Washington county, Mary-
land, but for forty years a practicing physician of Berkeley
county and at the time of his death at the age of 84 one of its
oldest and most prominent citizens. His mother nee Annie E.
Stewart, was a native of Berkeley counfy, and as in the case of
her eminent husband, lived to advanced old age, dying at 82
yvears  honored and loved by all who knew her. Young Burk-
hart was reared and educated under the wise guidance and re-
fining influences of home instroetion and in the schools of his
native county. Leaving home at an early age he settled at Or-
egon, Holt county, Missouri, where during the years 1858-59 he
was engaged in general merchandise business with 8. Moore.
Tiring of this life of little activity. he returned home where the
war between the States, soon after found him. Espousing the
canse of the South and of his native State he enlisted in Com-
pany B, 1st Virginia Cavalry serving in it about one year, when
his vouthful ardor fired with enthusiasm for the cause he loved,
and yearning for greater activity and adventure in fhe stirring
scenes of strife was moved to high sense of pride and gratifica-
tion by the appointment as chief of General Fitzhngh Lee’s
scouts, a position which soited his hazardous spirit and won
for him the praise and affectionate regard of his distinguished
commander, which latter relation is mutually expressed even at
this distant day when occasion brings them together. At the

conclusion of hostilities he returned to the peaceful pursuit of
business, conducting a drag store in Shepherdstown, Jefferson
county, West Virginia until 1873, during which time he stud-
ied medicine but he has never practiced. In July, 1866, he mar-
ried Miss Sue W. Moore of Jefferson county, West Virginia,
from which union fourteen children, eight girls and six boys
were horn. eleven of whom and eight grandchildren are still
living. On his retivement from business he moved to his farm
near Shenandoah Junction in the same county, where he engaged
in agricnltural and horticultural pursnits. In 1877 he purchas-
ed the splendid fruit farm known as Kiefer’'s Park on the Val-
ley pike three miles from Martinsburg and eighteen miles from
Winchester, where he has since resided, devoting his time and
talents fo the growing of fine fruits principally pears, his large
and productive orchard of 65 acres being considered the finest
in the fwo Virginias. He has always taken an active interest
and is a firm believer in, the future of the State as a horticul-
tural one. Was elected January, 1897 president of the State
Agricultural Society, of which he has been a member since its
nrgm.izatilm, and reelected at its last annual meeting, his em-
inent gualifications well fitting him for the position. He is also
president of the local Horticultural Society of Berkeley county.
In politics Senator Burkhart has always been a Democrat, dyed
in the wool and was elected to the Legislature of 1899 over Re-
publican and gold Demoerat opponents by 1310 majority, thus
attesting his great popularity among his people. As chairman
of the Committee on Emigration and Agricnlture of the Senate,
he ocenpies a distinguished position, in that, he is the onl chair-
man of either branch of the Legislature in political opposition to
the dominant party, a high and well merited compliment to his
splendid abilities. ;

Hon. J. J. Cornwell.

The Hon. John J. Cornwell of the Twelfth Senatorial District
‘s a native of Pennsboro, Ritchie county but was reared on a
farm in Hampshire, hig father having moved to that county from
Fauquier county, Va., just prior to the Civil War. His parents
J. H. and Mary E. Cornwell were respectively of English and
Scoteh nativity. His education was acquired in the common
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schools, chiefly. He taught in the public schools fo seven terms
and was a member of the County Examining Boarc for teachers
before he was of age. The subjoined facts as incidents leading
up to his present position are of political interest. In 1890 he,
with his brother, W. B. Cornwell, Prosecuting Attorney of Hamp-
shire county, purchased the Hampshire Review, an influential
Democratic paper which he still owns and edits. Under the sec
ond administration of Mr. Cleveland he was appointed State Sta-
tistical Agent but because of his advocacy of the rree coinage of
silver and the strictures on the administration in his newspaper,
and through the influence of Hon. Wiiliam L. Wilson and some
Federal officials in this State, Secretary Morton who wis an ex-
treme gold-standard advocate removed him from office early in
the summer of 1896. The same summer he was sent as a dele-
gate from the Second Congressional District to the Chicago Con-
vention and was one of the two delegates from this State who
voted for the nomination of Hon. William Jennings Bryan for
President. He was unanimously nominated for State Senator in
the Twelfth Senatorial District in 1898 and ran ahead of his tick-
¢t in every county in the District, except one, despite the fact
that his opponent the Hon. F. M. Reynolds, was by all odds the
ablest and most popular Republican in that Senaiorial District.
Mr. Cornwell studied law in the office of his brother mentioned
in this article, who is one of the leading lawyers of the Second
Congressional District, and is partner with him, the firm being
Cornwell & Cornwell. He is an aetive member of five important
committees, viz: On Counties and Municipal Corporations; Pub-
lic Buildings and Humane Institutions; Railroads; Militia and
on Immigration and Agriculture. He has a tall and command-
ing presence, is a bold and aggressive speaker, a logical and able
debater and ever ready to do battle in the interests of his people
and for the cause of his party.

Hon. T\. C. MecNeil.

The Hon. Nathan Clawson MeNeil, Senator from the Eighth
Senatorial district, was born at Buckeye Cove, Pocahontas coun-
ty, November Tth, 1865. His parents are Claiborne and Elizabeth
MeNeil, natives respectively of Pocahontas connty, Virginia,
now West Virginia, and Augusta county, Virginia. Young Me-
Neil received his education at the Hillsboro Academy and the
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University of West Virginia, from which latter institution he
graduated July 12, 1889, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws, at
the head of his class and its president, beginning the practice of
his profession at Huntersville, December, 1891, and has continu-
ed in it uninterrupltedly ever since. He has always been a Re-
publican, ardent in his zeal for the great principles for which his
party stands, and honored by it in council and respoasible trusts.
He hias been sinee 1894 chairman of the Republican Executive
Committee of Pocahontas county and has been active in its ev-
ery campaign. He was elected in 1886 over Mr. E. T. Holt by
3487 majority to represent in part the Eighth Senatorial distriet
in the Legislature of the State. During the session of 1897 Sen-
ator MeNeil was one of the conspicuous and active members on
the floor of the Senate and prominent as a member of geveral of
its mogt important committees. During the session of 1899 he
took a leading part in its debates and committee meetings, the
offectiveness of his work proving itself in the snccess which
marked his efforts.  In recognition of his services as manager of
their campaigns he was given the honor and privilege of nomi-
nating the Hon. Q. 8. Marshall for the Presidency of the Senate
and the Hon, N. B. Scott in joint assembly for U. 8. Senator,
hoth of whom were elected. He was chairman of the Committee
on Privileges and Elections which tried the celebrated Morris
and Kidd contest case, and member of the Senate Committee on
Judiciary; Public Buildings and Humane Institutions; Militia;
(laims and Grievances and on Public Printing. Was also a mem-
ber of Conference Committee to Revise the Code; to Reprint
West Virginia Reports and to compromise Senate and House
contests. He was patron of many important bills such as the
creation of Board of Pardons, the establishment of Laborers’
Lien Law:the revision of the Fish and Game Laws and appoint-
ment of Warden for same, and many others. Senator MceNeil is
of commanding presence; is a ready and forcible speaker and
easily impresses his heavers by his clear and logical sentences.
He is a resident of Marlinton and one of its leading attorneys.

Hon. C. W. Osenton.

One of the youngest and most prominent Sénators in the 1809
session of the West Virginia Legislature, represents the Eighth
Senatorial district. He is a son of George N. Osenton and Daisy
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My

Lansdowne Ossenton, the latter a daughter of the late Dr. A. J.
Lansdowne, of Kentucky and was born at Ashland, Ky., in 1865,
He commenced active life at the age of 16 as a clerik in a railroad
store. He went through many grades of this service, and after
wards clerked in a wholesale house on Portsmouth, O., and has
won his way to his present distinetion by reason of his own force
of character. He is a graduate of the Georgetown, (. (O,,) Law
School in the elass of 1895, During Mr, Cleveland’s secoud ad-
ministration he was chief of a division in the treasury depart-
ment. In 1889 he married Miss Kate Cappellar and now lives
in Montgomery, Fayette county, where he enjoys a (nerative law
practice. :

Senator Ossenton is a great admirer of William J. Bryan and
an ardent advocate of his financial theories. He tendered his res-
ignation of the position he held in the treasury department in
order that he might take an active part in the campaign of 1806,
His resignation was not accepted, however, and he went on the
stump in defiance of Mr. Cleveland's civil service oider.

Senator Ossenton never held any public office except that of
recorder in the town of Montgomery until he was elected to the
State Senate in 1898, His plurality in that election over his cou:-
petitor, Col. H. H. Andrew, was 1014, in a district which had gon
Republican twice by several hundred majority. This great chang:
in the vote is owing to his great popularity among the laboring
classes.  Senator Ossenton is an indefatigable worker, and has
rendered valuable service to his party in organizing its forces in
the last two campaigns.
further advancement is assured.

He is a vou: g man of promise, and his

HOUSE OF DELEGATES OF WEST VIRGINIA.

Hon. Owen S. McKinney, Speaker.

The Legislature of
1899 developed to a
marked degreethe abil-
ities of the men of both
parties who will be dis-
tinguished as leaders
inthe campaign of 1900.
Conspicuous, not alone
for being the head of
the Democratic party
in the popular branch
ol the Legislature as
its Speaker, but as well
for his splendid ability,
dauntless integrity,im-
partial rulings and the
acumen with which his
decisions were render-
ed, the grace and digni-
ty with whichhe presid-
edand the wisdom and
fairness that directed
and actuated his treat-
ment of every question
without regard to par-
ty the Hon. Owen S.
McKinney must be re-
dgarded as the most prominent figure of the last Legislative
assembly of West Virginia. Although elected without previous
experience to preside over an assembly tactful 4nd practiced in
parliamentary usages, his strong intelligence coupled with cool-
ness and courage and fine executive ability unabled him to meet
every emergency in the performance of the duties of his exalted
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and frequently trying position to the equal satisfaction and
commendation of both parties.

Owen 8. Mc¢Kinney was born near Fairmont, Marion county,
Virginia (now West Virginia) September 30, 1549, hig parents
being John 8. and Matilda C. McKinney, natives .md life long
residents of the same county. His education was acquired in the
common schools of his native county where he distinguished him-
self by close application to study and high standing in his
classes, the success attained by him in his business career since,
attesting his superior intellectual character and high mental at-
tainments. Selecting journalism ag best suited to his tastes and
as leading the way to political honors and preferment, he enter-
ed upon his profession in 1873 and has continued in it ever since,
for the past ten years being the editor of the Fairmont Index, a
vigorously edited and influential Democratic paper. He hag al-
ways been a Democrat, prominent and influential 1 ihe councils
of his party and was for four years member of the State Execu-
tive Committee. He was elected to the Legislature of 1899 by
176 majority over his highest Republican cnmpotltm and was the
nnarimous choice of his pariy for Speaker ard so elected. Mr.
McKinney has a tall and distinguished presence, is a logical and
fercibie speaker and able debater. He is prominentiy mentioned
as the candidate of the Democratic party for Governor, on which
office he would reflect dignity and honor. He was marvied May
25, 1874, to Miss Anna Belle Ayers, and resides at airmont es-
teemed and honored by a large constituency.

Hon. H. L. Carter.

As one of the responsible leaders of the Democratic party in
the House, Dr. H. Lon Carter, the representative from Boone
County, holds an irfluential and fommwﬂnm position. He was
Lorn in Monree County, YWest Virginia. A 21 V11
ginia ancestry, his parents being \\1'!1..11,:= !,. and Margaret (.
Carter. After the completion of his education which.was ac-
quired in the common schools of his native county he entered
the service of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. with whirh
he continued for five years to their entire satisfaction and lLis
own credit. Deciding upon the Medical profession as the one hest
suited to his tastes and inclinnations he entered the Kentucky

School of Medicine, at Louisville, Ky., and graduated in the class
of 1895, with the degree of M. D. , and later took a Post Gradu-
ate course at the Polyclinie, New York City. In politics he has
always been Democratic and is Sec retary of Boone C ‘ounty Dem-
ocratic Committee. He has been specially honored and active
in Committee, being the chairman on Executive Affairs and
Library and member of its Committees on Elections and Priv-
leges; Federal Relations; Military Affairs; Eduecation; Private
Corporations and Joint Stock Companies, and Humane Institu-
tions and Public Buildings. He has been a regident of Boone
County for the past sixteen years, during the last four of which
he has enjoyed a large and lucrative practice, as one of its lead-
ing physicians. Was married Feby. 24, 1892, to Misg Mary E.
Hopking, and lives at Madison Boone County.

Hon. W. B. Cutright.

The Hon. William Bernard Cutright, son of Granville 8. and
Elizabeth Cutright, was born at Hinklesville, Upshur county,
May 3, 1868. Since early childhood his life has been spent in the,
te him, pleasant duty and occupation of student and teacher.
Until the age of seventeen he was a student, mastering and com-
pleting, by earnest and energetic application, the full course of
public scheol instruction in his native county. Fer three years
after graduating he taught where he had studied, thus demon-
strating his skill to impart, as well as to acquire. Next we find
him a student in the Normal and (lassical Academy, of Buck-
hannon, his unsatisfied educational aspirations reaching beyond
the eurriculum of the country school house. His studies at this
latter ingtitution were terminated by his election to the office of
county superirtendent of schools. He continued his studies how-
over. and in 1881, was gradnated from the Normal and Classical
catdemy with the degree of B. P., and in the clas lml course of

Vv i Seminarvy i Still  un-
fied, he ente 2, the State Univergity Morgant
and in Jure, 1895, was given his degree of A. B M1 (utnwnt
left this institn va nndetermined w heﬂwl to enter upon an od
ucational, professioral or business career, and while in this men-
tal state of indecision, was called to teach the preparatory de-
partmeent of the West Virginia University, which he continued
to do for two yvears, resigning August 4, 1897, to accept a schol-

b

ed in 1842
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o

. Bennett, E.

. Millender,
5. Grant, B. M.,

i. (’Brien, Robert K.,

2. Connelly, B. J
. Mansfield, W. L.,

. Harmison, F. H.,

A., Cabell County,

(D.)

. Baker J. Nelson, Preston County

(R.)

. Davis, John W., Harrison Coun-

ty, (D.)

C. F., Wayne Coun-
ty, (D.)

Monongalia Coun-
ty, (R.)

Wirt Coun-
ty, (1)

. Hunt, John H., Kanawha Coun-

ty, (R.)

. Davis, Thomas B., Mineral Coun-

ty, (D.)

. Hall, C. L., Sixth District (R.)
. Darst, J. 8., Jackson County (R)
. Hughes, A.

L., Tyler County,

(1)

Ohio County

(R)

Wayne Coun-
ty, (D.)

Seventh Dis-
triet, (D.)

15. Carter, H. L., Boone County, (1))

16. Oldfield, J. A., Eighth District,
(R.)

17. MeCoy, John, Pendleton Coun-
ty, (D.)

18. Behrens, H. F., Ohio County,
(R.)

19. Nixon, John, Marshall County,
CR)

20, Jarrett, T. H.. Greenbrier Coun-
ty, (D.)

21. Haptonstall, J. J., Fayette Coun-
ty (R.)

22, Martin, L. A., Kanawha Coun-

3. Maleoim., M. P.,

ty (R.)

Kanawha Coun-
13 (R.)

Wyatt, 7. W., Harrison County,
(R.)

INDEX 1w PRECEDING PAGE.

25. Brown, W. I, First Distriet, (1t)

20. Long, John H., rhird Iustrict,
(o)

27. Redmond, B. J., Mason County,
(R.)

28. Rine, W. R., Second District,
(1)

29. Cunningham, J. A, Fifth Dis-
triet, (D.)

30. Smoot, George W., Lincoln Coun-
ty, (D.)

31. Cushwa, H. 5., Berkeley coun-
ty, (D.)

32. Raymond, E. F.  Greenbrier
County, (D.)

33. Stump, W. B.,, Hampshire Coun-
ty, (D)

34. Bowman, Stuart 'H., Barbour
County, (D.)

35. Merrill, H. G., Wood County,
(R.)

36. Hays, F. N, Gilmer County,
(D.)

37. Morris, C. F., Kanawha, Coun-

40,

41.

42,

45.

44,

. CUntright,

ty, (R.)

. Knight, J. P., Calhoun County,

(D.)

\

W. B., Upshur Coun-
ty, (R))

Gorrell, R. A,
ty, (D)

Zinn, C. L., Ritehie, County, (R.)

Pleasants Coun-

Legaln, J. D., Monroe County,
(D)

Dent, W. R. I)., Taylor County,
(D.)

Stevens, L. M., Wetzel County,
(D.)

5. Fisher, Jake, Third District, (1))
. Bee, Isaiah, Mercer County, (D.)
. Hurst, J.

yarlamd,

County, (D.)

. Ash, R. B., Marion County, (D.)
49,

Taylor, J. B, Labell

(H.)

County,

Jeffersom

60.

61.
62.

63.

64.

66,

. Snuffer, N. A.

. Harnish, H. ., Wood County,
(R.)

. Hunter Charles, Wooa County,
(1.

. Asbury, H. F., Putnam County,

(R.)

3. Meade, Albert, Logan and Min-

go counties, (D.)
Raleigh County,

(D)
. Moore, 1. B.,, Pocahontas Coun-
ty, (D.)
i. Kemper, J. R., Doddridge Coun-
ty, (R.)
. Spencer, Wilbur, Roane County,
(R.)
58. MeLure, Harry W., Ohio County,
(R.)
. Melntosh, George (., Fayette

County, (R.)

Talbott, W. 'T., Fourth Distriet,
(D.)

Hill Byrd, Mason County, (R.)

Wagoner, Howard, Fifth Dis
triet, (1.)

Shumate, B. P., Summers Coun-
ty, (D)

Morrow, R. W., Seventh Distriet
(D.)

5. Sceherr, Julius, Preston County,

(R.)
Crook, George W.. rourth
driet, (D.)

Dis-

€7. Kelbaugh, W. H., Jackson Coun-
iy (R.)

68, MeCoy, Ralph, Ohio County, (R.)

69. Walker, R. L., Nicholas, County,
(D.)

70. Legge, Frank, Marshall County,
(R.)

MceKinney, 0. 8 (Speaker) Mari-
on County (D.)

Demoerats 39: Republicans 32.
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arship in Columbia University, New York, taking there a post-
graduate course in political science. He afterwards attended a
session of the Law School of the Columbian University, Wash-
ington, D. C., returning home after the June commencement,
in 1898, and was appointed principal of the West Liberty Nor-
mal School, which position he held until the end of the school
vear. Having received the Republican nomination for the Leg-
islature by a majority of over 200 in the primary election of his
party, he was sent as a delegate from Upshur county, defeating
ihe Democratie candidate by 200 majority. Mre. Cutright is a
bold and aggressive talker, a ready debater and staunch defend-
er of his party’s principles. He married December 25, 1898, Migs
Cornelia Cooper of Buekhannon, of which place he is a resident,
and where he is now engaged in the practice of the law, hav-
ing been admitted to the bar in 1897,

'Hon. J. W. Davis.

Hon. John William Davis, the young leader of the Democratic
partv of the House of Delegates was born at Clarksburg, Harri-
son county, West Virginia, April 13, 1873. He ig the son of Hon.
Johr J. and Anna Davis, nee Anna Kennedy. Mr. Davis was
educnied at the Washington & Lee University, Lexington, Va..
winuing 'n 1890 the Modern Language Scholarship and in 1892
the Scholarship in Geology and Biology, graduating in the latter
vear at the early age of nineteen with the degree of A. B. He
afterwards studied law at the same institution receiving his B.
L. degree in 1895, and during the session of 1896-1897 was assis-
tant Professor of Law, a distinction rarely enjoyed by one so
yvoung. In this connection the Calyx of 1898 pays him this trib-
ute: “Much to the rvegret of all, however, at the end of the year
he designed.  Povular, courteous and kind he was universally
May his sunecess in the practice of his profession be as
great as was his in teaching it.” !

His alma mater did not however stop at this mark of esteem
for his splendid abilities and scholarly attainments, for at the
next session she offered him a full professorship, a high and just-
Iy merited honor which he fully appreciated but which he de-
clined, fearing its acceptance would give pause to the early ad-
vancement of his high ambition, the practice of the law. Mr.

loved

Davis was admitted to the bar in July, 1895, at the age of twen-
ty-two and began the practice of law at once in his native city,
Clarksburg, thus following closely in the footsteps of his distin-
guished father who entered upon his brilliant professional career
before he had attained his twentieth year, and has continued in
il uninterrupted since. Mr. Davis was elected on the Demo-
cratic ticket to the House of Delegates from Harrison county,
over his Republican competitor R. T. Lowndes, .Jr., by 576 ma-
jority. He is an eloguent and forcible speaker of fine address
and elear enunciation and commanded the attention of both par-
ties of the House when he addressed them. As chairman of the
Judiciary Committee he had responsible duties for which his em-
inent qualities particularly fitted him.

Hon. T. B. Davis.

Who represents Mineral county in the House of Delegates is
the oldest and one of the solid members of that body. He was
born in Baltimore, Md., on the 25th of April, 1828, and is the son
of Caleb Davis and Louisa W. Brown Dayvis, deceased.

The subject of this sketch was not surrounded with wealth and
comfort in his childhood days, and at the age of 15 he went to
work on the Baltimore & Ohio railroad, which at that time was
only a small corporation, By dilligence and industry he advane-
ed to the position of conductor on the road, and had charge of the
first train west of Cumberland loaded with rails for the exten-
sion of the road to Wheeling in 1851. He remained in the ser-
vice of the B. & O. road until it was completed through to the
Ohio river.

In 1855 Mr. Davis engaged in business at Piedmont, dealing in
lumber, coal and produce. Afterwards the business operations in
this line were extended under {he firm name of . (. Davis &
Co., which in its branches included Grafton, Piedmont and Key-
ser. During this period Mr. Davis with his brothers Henry G.
and William established the Davis National Bank of Piedmont.

In 1879 the West Virginia Central Railroad was projected and
Mr. Davis was one of its principal promoters. In that year the
road was built from Piedmont, south to Shaw, thence up the
mountain to reach the rich coal mines of Elk Garden. The “Col-
onel™ as he is familiarly known, tells many amusing incidents rel-
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ative to tbe operations of that road in its early days when the
traing were run by telephone, and when there were never any
mistakes in orders. Mr. Davis had money in the road and became
its general manager, which position he held for years, and until
the road was completed through to Elkins.

Colonel Davis has paid little attention to pubiic office. and
still less to matrimony, as he has never married. He has held
many positions in the municipal government of his town, Keyser,
but not until the legislative elections of 1898 did e evei go be-
vond that. He was elected over his competitor, Geo. T. Carsca-
den, Republican, by a majority of 186, in a county which had giv-
en 250 majority for the Republicans two years before.

Mr. Davis is now connected with three banks, tie Davis Coal
& Coke Company, and the West Virginia Central Railroad. He
i president of the Davis National Bank at Davis and director in
the Piedmont and Elking banks. He, with his brother, Henry
G., is largely interested in farm, timber and mineral lands in
the northern part of the State, and he is one of the men who be-
lieves in developing the natural resources of West Virginia now.

Colonel Davis takes great pleasure in fine horses, and at his
farm adjoining Keyser he keeps a number of the pest blood, sev-
cral of them having won prominen{ stakes on the race course
“Colonel Tom,” as he is called among his neighbors, is warm-
hearted and generous, and no man is touched more quickly than
he in case of distress and want.

Hon. W. R. D. Dent.

The Hon. William Richard Drinkard Dent, the representative
from Taylor County was born at Duke, Monongalia County,
April, 1852, His parents were Marshall M. and Mary Caroline
Dent, the former a pative of this State and the latter of Quincy,
Massachusetts, her parents being Dr. D. W. and Hettie Strone
Roberts. He received such education as afforded by the common
schools of this county before the introduction of the publie
school system, supplementing it by instruction in the home ot
his educated and refined parents. Thrown upon hig own re-
sponsibility, at fourteen he secnred employment as farm hand
and teacher in Kansas, in which avocations he continued for
several years when in 1875 he returned to West Virginia and

entering the law office of Andrew Edmiston an attorney of con-
siderable prominence at Weston, Lewis County, spent two years
in preparation for the legal profession, into which he was ad-
mitted in 1877. Immediately after his admission to the bar he
removed to Grafton, Taylor County, where he became associated
with his brother Marmaduke H. Dent, who was at that time
town attorney and continued in practice with him until 1885
when for four years and during the first administration of Mr.
Cleveland, he was deputy in the United States Internal Revenue
Service under Col. John T. McGraw, the recent Democratic can-
didate for United States Senator. Upon'the accession of the
Republican party to power he resumed his business relations
which were continued until 1892, when his brother was elected
to the Supreme Bench of the State, being at this time its Presi-
dent. Since 1892 he has practiced alone. He has always been a
Democrat; his party’s candidate for County Attorney and State
Senator and has been a member of the city council of Grafton.
His contested election to the House as the representative of Tay-
lor County has been given wide publicity in the papers of the
State, the question being carried to the Supreme Court. On
coming before the House it declared him elected by 34 majority
and justly entitled to his seat. He was not an active member
becaiise of having heen seated late in the session, but did what
he could during that time in the interest of his constituents.

Hon. Byrd Hill.

The County of Mason had in its dual representation a member
who has distinguished himself in the councils of his party and
been honored by it in his election for three successive terms to
represent it in the popular branch of the Legislature of the
State. He is a native of Mason County as was his father, his
mother being a native of Wetzel County, and he was horn Janu-
ary 2, 1862, 'His parents were Jonathan and Maria Hill. He re-
ceived his early education at home and in the county schools
attending afterwards the Iron City Commercial College at Pitts-
burg, from which he graduated in 1881. Later he took a course
in Valentine’s School of Telegraphy, at Janesville, Wisconsin.
He began a business career on his own account at the age of
twenty-one engaging in mercantile pursuits at Beech Hill, which
were transferred to Kansas and extended over the period from
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1885 to 1888, Returning to West Virginia in 1889, he engaged
in the timber business..

Always a Republican, earnest active and aggressive, he has
been prominent among those who have directed and promoted
the affairs and interests of his party in counecil and debate. He
was a delegate to the State Convention to nominate State officers
aud also to the Convention to elect delegates to the last Na-
tional Convention. He was elected to the Legislature in 1894
re elected in 1896 and again in 1898, the last time over Charles
Bryan, Democrat by over 300 majority. He is amember of four
of the most important Committees of the House, viz: KElections
and Privileges, Education, Immigration and Agriculture, and
Railroads. Under the accepted interpretation of the Constitu-
tion that “The oldest Delegate (in point of service) shall call
the House to order, &e.” Mr. Hill became conspicious in the
organization of the Houge by the bold and fearless man-
ner in which he caried out the behests of his party. He is recog-
nized as one of his party leaders, is a clear and forcible speaker
and active and zealous member. He lives at the home of his
birth Beach Hill, Mason County and is still engaged in the tim-
ber business.

Hon. Thompson H. Jarrett.

Was born in the Blue Grass county of Greenbrier, June 25, 1851.
He is the son of James and Elizabeth Jarrett, natives and life-
time residents of the sanmie county. During his childhood yvears
the clash of arms and the devastating march of armed legions
dispelled all thoughts of school, ¢losed the doors of study and
sent master and pupil into the ranks of contending armies, leav-
ing only the extremes of youth and age as student and teacher.
Ard so though primarily instructed at home the educational ad-
vantages of a collegiate course were denied him until after the
cessation of hostilities, when he entered Roanoke College Vir-
ginia. fiom which he graduated June, 1877 with high henor.
Reared in one of the most favored sections of the State, the
plateau region of Greenbrier, the luxuriant growth of whose blue
grass is not excelled in productiveness and pasturage by the most
favored sections of Kentucky, he longed to return to its verdant
plains and smiling valleys to the cattle that roamed them and
the oce upation of its ])eop]o and so in 1878 almost immediately

atfier leaving College he became a farmer and raiser of fine
stock in his native county, and has continued in the business
ever since.  He has been a life-long Democrat, always ready to
tuke 1the stump in the interest of lns party and has canvassed
the county from end to end in several of its fiercest political con-
tests. He was elected to the Legislature in 1894, and re-elected
in 1898 over Joseph K. McClung by 635 majority. He is a mem-
ber of five of the most important Committees of the present
Legisiature, viz: Taxation and Finance; Military Affairs; For-
feited and Unappropriated Lands; Mines and \Iunng, and Statc
Boundaries. Mrp. Jarrett was m(nn = October 15, 1877, to Mrs.
Georgia Bustle, ¢f Bedford County, Virginia and is a resident
of Blue Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County.

Hon. Joseph Davies Logan.

The Democratic member from Monroe County is a native
of Virginia, as were his parents before him and was born at
“Dungeness”, Goochland County, October 6, 1853. His father
who is still living at a ripe old age, in Salem, Virginia, is a
native of Rockbridge and his mother, Sarah A. Logan, now
deceased, was from Culpeper County. He was instructed in pri-
vate schools untilghis fourteenth year, when for one year he
was a student at Randolph-Macon College, Ashland, Virginia,
completing his education by a two years course at Roanoke
College, Virginia, of which latter instition he is now one of the
trustees. Having been a diligent student and mastered those
branches prescribed in the curriculum of the publie schools he
became in 1871 a teacher and continued in the performance of
the duties of that position for two years. He then turned his
thoughts fo business and for nine months was employed as
clerk in a dry goods store at Columbia, Tennessee. Finding this
cmployment unsuited to his tastes he determined to fit himself
for a professional career, and entering in the Fall 1874, at
Union, Monroe County, West Virginia, the offices of those
eminent jurists and distinguished citizens. Hon. Allen T. Ca-
perton and Judge James F. Patton, devoted eighteen months
under their direction to the study of law, when in 1876, he was
admitted to practice. On the death of Senator Caperton, in
1876 he was made the junior member of the firm of Patton &
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Logan, which partnership continued until June 1, 1881, when it
was dissolved by the appointment of Judge Patton to the Su-
preme Bench of the State. For the succeeding twelve months he
practiced alone, when in January, 1893, A. G. Patton, son of
Judge James I'. Patton coming to the bar he formed with him,
the present firm of Logan & Patton. A few years ago he was
elected Lieut. Colonel of the West Virginia Militia, but de-
clined the honor for the reason that his time was fully occupied
and could not give the position proper attention. Mr. Logan was
elected in 1888 to the office of Prosecuting Attorney of Monroe
County, for a term of four years. In 1894 he was Democratic
nominee for the State Senate, but failed of an electioh. e was
elected in 1898 to the House of Delegates from Monroe County
over the Republican candidate, €. M. Via by a majority of 5, in
a hard fought and closely contested political struggle. Mr. Lo-
gan has been a Democrat at all times and under all circum-
stances and it is his proud boast that he has never scratched his
partys ticket in his life. He is a bold and fearless talker and a
strong advocate of his peoples interests. He is valued mei-
ber of the Committees on Military Affairs; The Judiciary;
Private Corporations and Joint Stock Companies of which he
is chairman, and Claims and Grievances. He made a hard fight
against the extravagant appropriations of the Legidlature. He
married Miss Georgia Willis, daughter of*Col. George Willis, of
Orange County, Virginia, and besides being one of thie most
prominent attorneys at his home, Union, West Virginia, is pre-
gident of the Bank of Union, one of the soundest banking insti-
tutions of that section of the state.

Hon. George Colin TeclIntosh,

Representative from Fayette County, West Virginia, was
born at Gauley Bridge, same county, June 24, 1368, and is the
son of George R. and Cornelia McIntosh. His father was a
native of Scotland, who came to this country in his early man-
hood, and to the State of West Virginia in the service of the
United States Government during the civil war. His mother
nee Miss Cornelia Copeland, is a native and life long resident
of Fayette County, where she married in June, 1865. Young Mec-
Intosh received his education in the free schools and the Mar-

shall Normal College at Huntington, acquitting himself credibly
and preparing himself specially for a journalistic career, in
which he has since engaged, digplaying marked efficiency as a
graceful and forceful writer. He was variously employed for
several years on papers published in Huntington, Hinton and
Fayetteville. In 1892 he established the Sunday Gazette at
Huntington, conducting its publication with signal success and
noticeable ability. In 1895 he acquired and is now the editor
and publisher of the Fayette Journal, a paper of strong Repub-
lican proclivities, devoted to the best interest of the party of
which he is a conspicious member. Although he has always
given freely of his time and means at his party’s call, he has
never freceived political preferment at their hands until his
nomination in 1898, as Delegate to the 1899 Legislature, defeat-
ing the Democratic candidate in the election by over 500 major-
ity. He is a member of four of the most important Committees
of the House: The Judiciary; Roads and Internal Navigation;
Claims and Grievances and Enrolled Bills. Mr. McIntosh is
an earnest and pleasant talker and ever watchful of the iterests
of his constituents. He was married November, 1894 to Miss
Bertha M. Smith at Knoxville, Tenn., and resides at Fayetfe-
ville, the county seat of Fayette county.

Hon. W. L. TNansfield.

As the recognized leader of the Democratic party in the popu-
lar branch of the Legislature of 1899, the Honorable William
Lawrence Mansfield demands special mention. Born in Wayne
county Virginia, now West Virginia, December, 4, 1854 he is in
the very prime of a vigorous manhood. With a well defined
muscular developement, indicating ecapabilities for sustained
effort, a commanding and dignified presence, clear and distinct
enunciation and graceful and easy delivery, he is the peer of
any member of the House of either party. He is besides a sound
and logical reasoner, and wise and safe leader. He is the son
of Joseph and Amanda Mansfield, natives of Virginia. His boy-
hood years were spent on the farm, his early education having
been received in the common schools of those days and
through howme instruction. Later he attended Bethany College,
ai Bethany, West Virginia, taking there a two year’s course. At
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twenty and for three years thereafter he was a teacher, during
whic]; time he prepared himself for admission to the bar accom-
plishing his ambitious purpose in 1878, Ie has long been recog-
nized as one of the leading lawyers of Wayne County. In 1856
lLie purchased the Wayne News, an inf_lm-.nti;.ll Democratic paper,
which he controlled and edited until June 1899 when he became
the managing editor of the Charleston Gazette. He was elected
as a Demoerat to the Legislature of 1897 and was the author of
the re-assessment law at that session. Was also a member on
Lehalf of the House, of the committee to revise the constitution
of the State. He was elected 1898 to the recent session by a ma-
jority of 518 leading the Democratic ticket nearly one hundred
votes. He is chairman of the Committee on Taxation and Fi-
nance. and a member of the commitiees on Elections and Priv-
ileges, Education, Private Corporations and Joint Stock Com-
panies and on Rules, and has been chairman of all of his party’s
joint cancuses. Mr. Mansfield was strongly urged for Speaker
of the past session but refused to be a candidate. He was one
of the best parliamentarians in the House, his appointment to the
Committee on Rules attesting the high esteem in which his abil-
ity is held in this respect. On March 17, 1880 he married Miss
Isabelle Frizzell and resides at Charlesion, West Virginia.

Hon. Stuart Hampton Bowman.

This young and talented representative from Barbour County
who divided honors with the other youthful Demaocratic leaders
of the House, was born at Valley Furnace, Barbour County,June
28, IRT5. He ig the son of Captain Adam C. and Tacy J. Bow-
man, natives of West Virginia, and of Barbour County. In
childhood yonng Bowman developed the studious habits and
mental capacity which have made him conspicuons in the insti-
tutions from which he has graduated with such high honor. His
intellectual vigor and diligent application enabled him at an ear-
Iy age to master all the branches in the conrse of study as ap-
pointed by the publie schools and at fifteen he tanght in the
free schools of Tucker County, and later in the graded schools
and Fairmont Normal School sueccessively, cloging in  the
latter his brilliant youthful eareer as teacher, as third assist-
ant. . From childhood forward his advancement in intellect-
tal culture was rapid. In 1893 at the age of eighteen he grad-

55 majority for Dayton, Republican candidate for Congress.

uated from the Fairmont Normal School, leading his class
of twenty-one as valedictorian; in 1895 from the Peabody Nor-
mal College, where for two years he was editor of the Peabody
Lecord, the College magazine of ranlk; in 1896 from the Univer-
gity of Nashville, being class representative and receiving the
degree of A, B, and later from the University of West Virginia,
al Morgantown, with degree of A. B. He has been active and
prominent in College contests and debates and in literary and
College enterprises, and won in 1895 a gold medal in joint debate
at the University of Nashville. Mr. Bowman is an earnest and
logical speaker, youthful in appearance, tall in statute and
slightly built.  He is modest and unassuming in .his manner,
genial and affable. He has always been a Democrat who has
faken an active interest in his party’s affairs and has represented
it in County and State Conventions. e was elected to the Leg-
islature of 1899 over Rev. John ¥. Mason in a County that gave
He
was chairman of the Committee on Education and member of the
C'ommittees on Elections and Privileges, Taxation and Finance,
and Claims and Grievances. Mr. Bowman is an earnest and
outspoken advoecate of the imposition of a tax on incomes and
believes in making the wealth of the State carry its just burden
of taxation, as is evidenced by his measures in the House to tax
the Telegraph and Express Companies. His present business
interest lies in the Aceme Publishing Co., a large and well equip-
ped printing establishment at Morgantown, bhut he contem-
plates the study and practice of the law, a profession for which
his talents and abilities well adapt him. His home is at Valley
Furnace, Barbour County.

Hon. E. F. Raymond.

Greenbrier ig fortunate in having had as her delegates in the
18209 Legislature two of her prominent citizens as the responsi-
ble spovsors of her best interests, the agrienltural and stock
raising and the professional. Of the former we have already treat-
ed.  The latter finds its ideal expression in the person of Dr.
Edward Francis Baymond, of Frankford, who was born Octo-
ber 16, 1835, in Berkshire County, Massachusetts, whence at the
age of three years his parents removed with him to Connecticut,
where he was reared and educated and where too, he began
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the professional life of feacher at the very youthful age of fif
teen. At the end of three years, in 1853, he changed his field
of labor to West Virginia, settling in Greenbrier County, where
he has since been identified with the best interests of her people.
In 1859 he graduated from the Berkshire Medical College, Mass-
achusetts, receiving the degree of M. D, and entered immediate-
ly after upon the practice of the profession in Greenbrier, the
home of his adoption. In 1863 he entered the Confederate
States Army as Assistant Surgeon of Chapman’s Battery and
in 1864 was transfered with said battery to King Battalion
of artillery and rendered efficient service in the active campaign
of 1864 in the Valley of Virginia. He was with his command
till the close of the war and had the confidence of the officers
and the esteem and love of the men. He then returned to Green-
brier and resumed the practice of his profession at Bungers,
where in Sept., 1865, he married Miss Eliza L. Bunger, whose
father, Henry Bunger was widely known as an energetic busi-
ness man and efficient officer in the Presbyterian church. In
1870 he removed to Frankford, where he still continnes to prac-
tice, and interests himself somewhat in agriculture and stock
raising. e has always been friendly to the public schools, and
for many years has worked officially in its interests. His motto
on the Board of Education and in the Legislature has been econ-
omy and honesty in the expenditure of the public funds. He
has always been a Democrat and was elected to his present rep-
resentative position over Tiis Republican onponent by 600 ma-
jority. Is a member of the Committees on Roads and Internal
Improvements; Homane Institutions and Public Buildings; Peni-
tentiary; Immigration and Agriculture and on Labor.

Hon. Wilbur Spencer.

The delegate from Roane County was born of New England

parentage, Oct. 1st, 1859, at Tariff, Roane County, Virginia,
now West Virginia. His father Capt. John W. Spencer, M. D,
a native of Boston and his mother Permelia a native of Con-
necticut, removed to then Gilmer County in 1845, ending their
days in the county, where the subject of this sketch was born,
esteemed and honored by all who knew them. Young Spencer re-
ceived instructions in the common schools of his native county
until at the early age of fifteen the exacting cares and responsi-
bilities of a farm life being placed upon him, he was forced to
relinquish his studies to follow the plow and to the perform-
ance of such other duties ag the exigencies of such life of toil
imposes. Wiith the religious spirit of forbearance and acquies-
cence in the will of Almighty God, which his Puritan fore-
fathers digplayed to such eminent degree, and which have actu-
ated and guided him in all of the affairs of life, he accepted the
trust imposed upon him, carrying its burdens until he attained
his majority, when on March 1, 1881, he engaged in farming and
handling timber on his own account, continuing in it ever since.
IMaring the yvears 1895—96, he managed the mercantile house of
T. R, Simmons, and in 1897, added to his farming operations a
general store of higs own. Mr. Spencer has always had a desire
for ministerial life, the acme of his ambition being to preach
ilie gospel; to bring the sinner to repentance and the just to the
appreciation of the fullness of the realization of Eternal Life.
He was licensed to preach by the West Virginia A. C. Confer-
ence in 1888, ordained in 1892 and elected president of the con-
ference in 1898, He was elected to the Legisture of 1899, as a
Republican over Dr. A. R. Parsons, by a majority of 84 and is a
member of the Committee on Forfeited and Unappropriated
Tands; Humane Institutions and Public Buildings, and Immi-
eration and Agriculture. On August 21, 1880 he married Miss
Malissa Boggs. of Roane County, and regides at Linden, Roane
County, West Virginia.

S5
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IN JUDICAL ﬁDTﬂlII\IST'RﬁTIOI\.
Supreme Court of West Virginia.

Judge TN. H. Dent, President.

The character and force of a people are largely reflected
throngh the mind and native powers of their public men, and a
pecurrence to these from time to time is not only wholesome to
the public mind, but helpful to those who are jusc eniering the
activities and severer responsibilities of life. Although a young
state, West Virginia has made liberal contribution to that class
of men who have won their way to prominence and power in the
the affairs of state without the aid of abundant wealth and the
legacy of official influence. Sueh an one is the Hon. Marmaduke
Herbert Dent, who now holds the honored position of president
of the Supreme Court of West Virginia. IHe has atfained his ex-
alted position at an earlier age than most men in this most ser-
ious branch of our constitutional government, Judge Dent was
born at Duke, in Monongalia county, West Virginia, on the 18th
of April, 1849. His father was Marshall M. Dent and his mother,
from whom he inherits many amiable qualities of mind and char-
acter, was Mary Caroline Dent, daughter of Dr. D, W. and Hettie
Sirong Roberts, of Quincy, Mass., and her family genealogy and
the Judge's children occupy a prominent place in the “Strong”
and “Harrison™ biographical books which found publication a
few years ago. The grandfather of Judge Dent was Dr. D, W.
Roberts, an original Republican, and a man of mental vigor and
prominence in the state during the stirring times in 59 and '60,
and in the latter year was a delegate to the Chicago convention
which nominated Abraham Lincoln. His father, a Douglass Dem-
ocrat, was clerk of both the county and circuit courts at Morgan-
town and editor of its principal paper. It was in Morgantown
where Judge Dent spent his early life, and where he prepared
himself to enter the West Virginia University which was
then known as an agricultural college. 4le graduated from
this institution in 1870, being the first graduate and the only
one of that year. He taught school at Pruntytown, in Taylor
county, for several years,and in 1573 was appointed deputy clerk

-
for the county and circuit courts for a term of two years. It was
while in these positions that he studied law and at the expiration
of his terms of office in 1875 was admitted to the bar, and located
in his profession at Grafton.

It was at the beginning of this period that Judge Dent’s
mind marked the man. Without ostentation or impatience to
advance, his growth in the mind of the community was prompt
and substantial. He studied first principles and adhered to
them, both in law and politics, with a steadfastness, which came
only from conscientious conviction, His party made him its can-
didate for prosecuting attorney in 1876, in Taylor county, which
was overwhelmingly Republican, and notwithstanding the pop-
ularity of his opponent, he was defeated by only 96 vores. In the
year following Judge Dent was elected to the city council of Graf-
ton and served successively as city clerk and city attorney, whick
latter position he held at the time of his election to the Supreme
Bench. The demands of the Democratic party upon the subject of
this sketch, both as councellor and candidate were frequent and
many, and in 1884 he was the party’s nominee for the House of
Delegates, and in 1888 again its candidate for prosecuting attor-
ney, and defeated only by small majorities.

In 1892 the Democratic and People’s party joined forces in the
campaign of that year and elected Mr. Dent to the Supreme
Court by a majority of 8500. In doing so they contributed large-
Iy to the integrity of the law and the respectability of the decis
ions of the highest court in  the state. Judge Dent's mental
icharacteristies are judicial and his nature kind and just. His
analytical powers are highly developed and enable him to nass
upon intricate questions of law with promptness and unerring
Judgment. Socially, he is modest and companionable. He mar-
ried Miss May J, Warder. of Pruntytown, W, Va., October 11,
1876, and enjoys the blessings of a happy home at Grafton, W.
Ve

Judge HenryBrannon.

Judge Brannon, youngest son of Robert and Catherine Brau-
non, was born November 26, 1837, at Winchester, Va.. where he
resided until his eighteenth year attending the private schools
and Winchester Academy, when he went to the University of Vir-
ginia from which he graduated in 1858, He read law in the of-
fice of his oldest brother, Judge John Brannon at Weston, un-
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til 1859, when he was admitted to the bar. In 1860 he was elect-
ed prosecuting attorney of Lewis county, which office he filled
with distinguished ability and to the credit and gatisfaction of
himself and constituents. As a lawyer and a man he won the
esteem and confidence of the people and built up a large and lu-
crative practice. He was elected to the Legislature in 1870-1871
and served on the committees of Kducation and Humane and
Criminal Institutions of which first one he was chairman. For
eight years, from 1880, he was judge of the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit, sncceeding his brother Hon. John Brannon, during the
incumbency of which office he reached and fully sustained a high
reputation for legal learning and sound and discriminating judg-
ment in the decision of complex and difficult questions. Judge
Brannon was in 1888 elected one of the associate Judges of the
Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, for which exalted
and responsible position he is fully equipped both by his rare
abilities and legal attainments. Judge Brannon is also a lin-
guist, his library containing many of the works of distinguished
French and Spanish authors, as well as the Latin and Greek
classics. He was married in 1858 to Miss Hetta J. Arnold,
daughter of Elijah and Prudence J. Arnold, of Weston, from
which union there has been born to them six children. Judge
Brannon’s term of office will expire December 31, 1900.

Judge J. W. English.

Hon. John Warth English born in Jackson county, January 31,
1831, is a native of Virginia, as were his parents, Job and Mary
Warth English, who removed in 1835, to Kanawha county, near
what is now Malden, when the subject of this sketeh was but four
years of age. He attended the common schools of Kanawha
county until he was sixteen, when he was sent by his parents to
Illinois College, at Jacksonville, Morgan county, Tilinois, where
he took the full course, graduating with high honors at the age
of twenty. Although of a studious disposition and having de-
cided qualifications for the profession of the law he was unable
to immediately avail himself of the advantages received in his
collegiate course and for a time assisted his father in the con-
duct of his mercantile business and salt manufacturing interests.
He continued his studies, however, during the spare hours of day
and at night, under the direction of his uncle Judge Warth,

Judge Summers and other prominent attorneys and so rapid was
his advancement that in 1855 he was admitted to the bar and at
once began professional work in partnership with Mr. Henry .
Fisher, of Mason counly, in whose office several of the best coun-
cel of today received their early training. Judge English has
never taken an active part in political agitations and has never
figured in any contest for office except for prosecuiing attorney
of Mason county in 1859 when he was defeated, until 18588, when
he was elected Judge of the Supreme Court of Appeals for the
fall term of twelve years His liberal education and sterling
qualities as a lawyer fit him well for the high dignity of his po-
sition. He is particularly noted in the law relating to wills and
estates and shares with hig asociates of the Supreme Court the
reputation for learning and probity for which that tribunal is
Judge English was married May 6, 1862,

justly distingunished.
i

fo Miss Fannie Lewis, eldest daughter of John 8. and Mary
Lewis, at Point Pleasant, W. Va., and there has been born to him
five children, all of whom are living. His term of office will ex-
pire December 31, 1900,

Judge Henry Clay Ti'chI\orfer.

Judge IT. C. MeWhorter, of the Supreme Court of Appeals of
West Virginia, has since 1861 been a conspicuous figure in the
history of the bench and bar of this State. He was born in Ma-
rion County, Ohio, February 20, 1836, and is the son of Fields
and Margaret M. (Kester) McWhorter, of Harrison County, Vir-
ginia. He enlisted in 1861 in Co. B. 9th Virginia regiment in
the Federal army; in September of that year made a Licutenant
of the company, and in March of the succeeding year, Captain of
Company (. of the same regiment. With this rank he served
until 1863 when, being disabled from serious wounds he retired
from active service, but continued to perform duties in the office
of provost marshal to the expiration of the war. Before enter-
ing the army he had begun the study of law, resuming it at the
close of hostilities; was admitted to the bar at Charleston in
1866, He was the prosecuting attorney of Kanawha County in
1869-70. He was elected to the Legislature of West Virginia
from Roane County in 1865, and from Kanawha County in 1866--
67768, being the Speaker of the House of Delegates in the ses-
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sion of 1868, He was again in 1885-‘87 the choice of the Re-
]_m"blican party as a member of the House of Delegates from Ka-
nawha County. He was the first president of the Board of Edu-
cation of the independent distriet of Charleston, serving for
several years in that capacity. He has also served ag a member
of the city council and city solicitor. He was the postmaster of
Charleston from February, 1891 to June 1893, He is one of the
Judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, his
term of office expiring December 31, 1908, Judge MeWhoerter has
throughout his career observed the sterling principles of honor
and justice which have placed him conspiciously before the peo-
ple of West Virginia and that he has been a useful and valu-
able citizen has been demonstrated by his many public acts di-
rected to the general welfare. He has been married three times,
his first wife being Mary Hardman, his second,Eliza I*. McWhor-
ter and his third Lucy M. Clark, to which last named he was
married Jany. 8, 1885,

General J. A. Holley, Clerk.

James Avis Holley, the genial, popular and efficient Clerk of
the highest tribunal of the State, was born in Cabell county, W.
Va., now Lincoln county, W. Va., November 12, 1855. His early
schooling was acaquired at home and in the common schools and
his collegiate education at the West Virginia University which
he entered in 1872 and where he remained two years, after which
he took a business course aft the Duff Commercial College in

Pittsburg, graduating therefrom in 1875 with high honor, For
the next succeeding five years he was engaged in farming and
stock raising in Lincoln county, after which he condueted a gen-
eral mercantile business at Hamlin, West Va. General Holley
has always been a Democrat, bold and aggressive, ontspoken and
frank, his honesty making for him many friends among those of
opposite political faith., In 1884 he was elected clerk of the cir
cuit conrt of Lincoln county for term of six years and here ac-
quired the knowledge of c¢lerks’ duties which eminentiy qualifies
him for the performance of the onerous and respougible duties
of incumbent affairs. He has always taken an active part in the
councils and campaigns of his party. In 1888 he ws elected chair-
man of the Senatorial Committee and chairman of Lincoln Conn-
ty Executive Committee and as such contributed largely to (he

suceess of hig party during the memorable contests of that year.
In 189 he was reelected clerk of the Cirenit Court thus attest-

ing his fitness for the position and the high esteem in which he
was held by the citizens of the county. On March 4, 1893, Gov.
MacCorkle appointed him Adjulant General of tae State which
office he held together with clerk of the Cirenit Court, for four
vears, In 1896 he was elected and still is, a member of the State
Executive Committee and in 1898 was appointed a member of
the State Organizing Committee and as such assisted in the man-
agement of the last compaign. He was selected for his present
honorable and responsible position Jannary 11, 1898, General
Holley is a man of gplendid physioue, tall and distinguished
looking; has a genial disposition and is affable and courteous in
all his bosiness relations.
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STATE MILITARY ORGANIZATION.
From 1863 to 1899.

In the strong arm of the military branch of the Government of
West Virginia rests the guaranty for the safety of the lives and
property of its citizens. It is the power of last resort when the
civil constabulary force is overridden or insufficient for the pres-
ervation of peace and the protection of corporate and individual
rights, and the liberties and privileges of the people. The phy-
sical organizm of the State, the cosmopolite character of its la-
boring classes and the rough nature of their employments have
created the erroneous thought and in some the fear, that these
dennizens of the forest, these men of brawn have partaken of the
wild and rugged character of the mountains from whose sides
and peaks are cut the millions of feet annually of magnificent
timber and out of whose depths are mined the millions of tons
of finest coal. These industries give employment to tens of
thousands of horny handed sons of toil, 25,000 alone being em-
ployed in its mines and many more in its forests. Strikes, the dan-
ger of massed labor, the dread of timid capital and the enemy of
both, are held in check by the armed force of the State in her
militin whi-h stands as a menace fo lawlessness, injustice and
wrong. The citizen soldiery of West Virginia are the guardians
of the civil liberties of her people and proper recognition, en
couragement snd support should be given them for services ren-
dered with little or no compensation, often at sacrifice of busi-
ness interests and not infrequently at great personal risk and
dinger, It *s our purpose in this article to briefly sketch the suc-
cessive stages through which the Volunteer Militia and the Na-
tional Guard have passed and the services rendered by them as
cathered from the reports of the Adjutants General of the State
and other meagre sources of information.

Adjutants General.

Fom the formation of the State until September 10, 1866, Gen-
eral Francis I'. Pierpoint was Adjutant General, resigning on
that date. He was succeeded by George W. Brown, who served

until March 4, 1867, less than six months. He was followed by
Isaac H. Duval, for two years, and he by Thomas M. Harris for
nearly two years, resigning December 31,1870, From January
1 to March 4, 1871, General James M. Ewing, Jr., was Adjutant
General to fill vacancy, when under act of the Legislature, 1871,
Charles 8. Lewis, Superintendent of Free Schools, was made ex-
officio Adjutant General and Quartermaster General. He made
one report of the affairs of the office, January 3, ’72, but from that
time until February 26, 18377, no one seems to have had charge of
the office. February 26, 1877, by act of the Legislature, which
took effect from its passage, the act of 1871 was repealed and the
state Librarvian, being then Ed L. Wood, was made ex-officio Ad-
Jutani General and Quartermaster GGeneral. General Wood serv-
ed until November, 1881 when he resigned, since which time
there have been by appointment of the Commander-in-Chief, Gen-
eral William F. Buatler, Jr., 1881-5; Ed L. Wood, 1885-90; B. H.
Oxley, 189(-3; James A. Holley, 1893-7, and J. W. M. Apple-
ton, the present incumbent, appointed in 1897 —their terms
of office being co-equal with that of the Governor.

- System of Orqén?za{'ion.

That there was some law governing the system of Militia or-
ganization prior to the act of Legislature of 1868 as set forth in
See. V, Chap. 19, of the Code, is evidenced by the report of Adj't
Gen'l Brown, of date January 1, 1867 in which he says: “If we
change our present system of Militia Organization which is fun-
damentally defective the present would probably be the hest
time to do so, as we could have the aid and experience acauired
by our veterans in the late war to assist us in the re-organiza-
tion.” That there was no interest taken in the militia of the
State which continued in unorganized condition until 1877, the
reports of Adjutants General Brown, Duval, Harris and Lewis
all attest. DBut that this lethargic condition should have contin-
ued for twelve yvears succeeding the civil war, when the people
were rudely awakened from their dreams of peace by the riots
on the B. & O. Road at Martinsburg, seems strange, as in the
then disturbed condition of society, a military foree of some kind
might in emergencies which were liable to arise at any time, be
required for the protection and safety of the State and the rights
and liberties of its citizens, for which emergencies a well organ-
ized and disciplined State militia would be demanded as was the
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case on the memorable 17th day of July, 1877, when the B. & O.
strike was of such magnitude that the Governor was compelled
to call on the General Government to suppress the riots, there
being but small and inefficient force of State troops. This cost
the State $9,000. In the report of Adjutant General K. L. Wood
of date Nov, 1, 1878, he states that at the time he came into office
(Feb. 26, 1877) that the Berkeley Light Infantry, or Martinsburg,
commanded by Capt. (\. J. Faulkner, Jr., and which was organiz-
ed December 1876, composed largely of railroad men and which
was disbanded shortly after after their refusal to do duty at
the July riots, was the only military organization in the
State, the Jacobs Zouaves and the Wheeling Blnes, which haa
been organized about the same time, having disbanded. In ad
dition to the Berkeley Light Infantry. the only companies uni-
formed and armed at the time of the .July riots ut Martinshurg
were the Matthews Light Guard, of Wheeling, which was
organized April 3, and mustered in July 12, 1877, the Har-
dy Guards, organized April 27, and mustered in June
20, and the West Virginia Guards, of Martinsbure, organized
May 3 and mustered in June 5, 1877. These were followed in
L8TT by Martinsburg Light Infantry, June 19, and Greenbrier
Light Infantry, July 21, both unattached companies, and by
Davis Light Guard, July 29 and Delaplain Guards, (Co. (') Aug.
2, attached to the First Regiment. In 1878 the following com-
panies were organized: of the First Regiment, Co. A, Matthews
Light Guard (a re-organization) Feb. 14; Co. D, Wilson Blues,
May 29; Co. E, Goff Light Guard, May 28; Co. F, Camden Gnard,
May 29 and Co. (i, Sheridan Rifles a re-organization of the
Schmulbach Guard. Unattached: Kanawha Riflemen, Mayv 9;
Hale Riflemen, June 29; Mason County Riflemen, September 16
Burlington Cavalry, September 29: Garrett Rifles, October, 31:
New Creek Guard, October, and the West Virginia University
Cadets. In his report November 1. 1880, General Wood says,
that the 1st Regiment as a regiment had ceased to exist,the with-
drawal of the Goff Light Guard and disbandment of the Camden
Guards and Wilson Blues leaving but four companies which,
being quite a distance apart, rendered Battalion drill impossi-
ble, but stated that the Second Regiment commanded by Colonel
Appleton, was in prosperous condition. The Second Regiment
was formed by the unattached companies. Hale Riflemen, Kan-
awha Riflemen and Mason County Riflemen, hecomine resnect-
ively Companies ‘A, B and (. and the oreganization in 1879 of Fair-
view Rifle Guards and in 1880 of Hereford Gnards, Hawks Nest
Riflemen, Greenbrier Light Tefartry Grays a=d Monroe Artillery,

which became Companies D, E, F, G and H, respectively and
leaving at the time unattached the Goff Light Guards, Garrett
Rifles, New Creek Guards, Thompson Grays (organized July 26,
1880) and the Martinsburg Light Infantry, which had re-enlisted
for 3 years. The Berkeley Lielt Infantry was —-=~¢ — 2 ~ut Deg,
8, 18749, by reason of expiration of time of service, as were also
the Matthews Light Guard and Burlington Cavalry, for same
reason during 1820, During this latter year the Wilson Blues,
the Camden Guards and the Hardy Guards were disbanded, the
lagt named company being afterwards re-organized, and serving
for a time as an unattached command. By Nov. 1, 1882, hecause
of the apparent indifference on the part of the State to give sub-
stantial aid and support to her volunteer soldiery, her militia
strength had been reduced to 450 by the disbandment of the 1st
Regiment, one company of the 2nd and the several unattached
volunteer organizations, leaving eight companies in the Second
Regiment and four unattached companies.

During the next two years three unattached companies were
organized, the Berkeley Zouaves, Nov. 1883; Camden Light Tn-
fantry, March 1, 1884 and the Harper's Ferry Monutain Rangers,
Mareh 17, 1884, and the First Regiment having gone out of ex-
istence the Second Regiment took its number.

This First Regimen{ was disbanded September, 1885, their
term of enlistment having expired two years before and the
Berkeley Zouaves, an independent organization was disbanded
Nov. 1886, their term of enlistment expiring on that date. At the
cloge of the year 1886, the State contributing nothing towards
their support. the martial spirit of the young men had almost
died out and there were buf four military companies in the State:
the Camden Light Artillery, Harper’s Ferry Cavalry, Ritchie
Guards and Auburn Guards. And in 1887, at the time of the
Centennial Anniversary of the Adoption of the Constitution of
the United States, Sept. 17, at Philadelphia, in which they took
part, onl the two last named were in existence, The act of Clon-
gress March 1887, making appropriations for arming and equip-
ping the militia of the several States, by which West Virginia
should receive annually $5,000, in ordnance and quartermaster
stores, including uniforms and camp equippage, revived the lan-
guishing spirits of the men of the State in the militia organiza-
tion and resulted in putting more than 200 fully equipped sol-
diers into her service. The Volunteer Militia was disbanded and
the West Virginia National Guard came into existence.
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The National Guard.

The General officers of the National Guard have been since
its organization, men of exalted character and distinguished
for their commanding pesitions in civil life as well as for their
active participation in the military service of their State. Many
of them since their connection with the Guard, and some no
doubt because of it, have been honored by election and appoint-
ment to prominent positions in public affairs, municipal, State
and National. The West Virginia National Guard was organiz-
ed July 10, 1889 during the administration of Governor E. W.
Wilson, General E. L. Wood being then Adjutant General. It con-
sisted of one brigade of two regiments designated as the First
and Second Regiments with a membership of 96 commissioned
officers and 742 enlisted men. Brigadier General C. . Snyder,
was the first Brigade Commander; Romeo H. Freer, of Ritchie,
afterwards Judge of the Fourth Judicial Clircuit of the State and
now Member of Congress for the Fourth district, Colonel of the
First and J. W. A. FPord. of Lewisburg, Colonel of the Second
Regiment. The Brigade Adjutant General wag Lieut. Co. nel
Clarence L. Smith, of Fairmont. General Snyder resigned June
26, 1890, and was succeeded by Brigadier General B. D. Spilman,
of Parkersburg, who continued as Brigade Commander until
May, 1898, when he accepted the Coloneley of the First West Vir-
ginia Regiment, United States Volunteer Infantry, in the Span-
ish-American war. He was succeeded June 18, 1893, by Col. G,
W. Curtin, the pregent incumbent. Lt. Col. Smith was succeeded
Oct. 3, 1885, by Li. Col. 8. B. Baker, of Parkersburg, who resigned
July, 1898, the present Adj't Gen’l Li. Col. Charles B. Kefauver,
of Grafton, succeeding him September 9, 1898, Lieut. Col. (. N.
Simins serving as dceting Brigade Adjutant General in the inter-
im. The officers of the National Guard down to and including
Company Commanders, up to the fime of new militia law of
Feb. 25, 1897, have been:

First Regiment,

Colonels: Romeo H. Freer, Richard E. Fast, Clarence I.. Smith.

Lt. Colonels: Richard E. Fast, Clarence T.. Smith.

Majors: R. A. Armsirong, Phil A. Shaffer.

Adjutants—Captains: John 8. Hamilton,
Macker Babb, Wm. J. White. :

Phil A. Shaffer,

Quartermasters—I1st Lieuts.: L. G. Bennington, M. MecD.
Price, C. E. Vance.

Paymasters—I1snt Lieuts.:George W. McCleary, D. 1. Price, .
R. Jones.

Surgeons—DMajors:H. B. Baguley, G. M. Joseph.

Asst’ Surgeons—I1st Lieuts.: J. M. Goff, G. M. Joseph, Charles
T. Nesbitt.

Inspectors Rifle Practice—Captaing: €. D. Robinson, Phil A.
Shaffer, Macker Babb.

Signal Officers—1st Licuts.: E. L. Thomas, H. A. Steed.

Chaplains: Revs, U. 8. Fleming, A. M. Buchanan,

Captains,

Co. A—Organized at Ritchie C. H., July 8, 1886, W. 8. Hamilton;
reorganized at Elkins, July 12, 1894, Z. F. Collett.

C'o. B—Organized at Auburn, Dec. 7, 1886, C. 1. Sinn; reorganiz-
ed at Keyser, Jan. 12, 1895, Charles F. Miller,

Co. C—Organized at Grafion, June 30, 1890, R. H. D. Willis, E.
K. Price and A. W. Burdette.

‘0. D—Ovrganized at Flat Run, Oect. 15, 1887; reorganized at
Mannington, Oct. 15, 1890, W. B. Rine; reorganized
at Berkeley Springs Apr. 23, 1895, R. L. Starnes and H.
E. Householder.

Co. E-—Organized at Rowlesburg, Nov. 19. 1889, Ad Laughlin
and Larkin Gofl; reorganized at Martinsburg, Apr. 13,
1893, H. H. Emmert, W. Newton Lynch and A. J. Moore.

Co. F—Organized at Burton, June 27, 1890, R. B. Ash.

Co. G—Organized at West Liberty, Apr. 4, 1888, B. L. Low; re-
organized at Bethany, May 25, 1891, Colley Shriver; reor-
ganized at Palatine, Dec. 7, 1894, W. W. Scott.

Co. H—Organized at Wellsburg, March 22, 1888, 8. E. Provines;
reorganized at Piedmont, Deec. 15, 1891, Maner Jenkins
and A. S. Hutson.

Co. I—Organized at Morgantown, March 19, 1887, Josenh R.
Miller and Phil A. Shaffer; at Charles Town, Dec. 19, 1894,
J. M. Pyne. .

Co. K—Organized at Wheeling, Apr. 12, 1888, George E. Boyd,
Jr.; reorganized af Clarksburg, June 30, 1891, Lee H.
Vance, J. Horner Davis and H. R. Smith.
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SECOND REGITMENT.

Colonels: J. W. A. Ford, Thos. E. Hodges, D. T. E. Casteel W.
H. Banks.

Lieut. Colonels: James H. Miller, Thos. E, Hodges, D. T. E.
Casteel, W. H. Banks.

Majors: Thos. E. Hodges, D. T. E. Casteel, W. H. Banks, W.
H. Lyons.

Adjutants—Captains: B. C. Wilson, John B. White, Robert L.
Archer, W. H. Lyons, J. E. Middleton.

Quartermasters—Ist Lieunts.—John B. White, Frank L. Beard-
sley, Phil G, Walker, A. M. Hobson, H. W. Jenkins.

Paymasters—I1st Lieuts.:Robt. C. Rodes, Wirt A. French, M.
B. Gibbens.

Surgeons—>Majors: Samuel I1. Austin, Cuthbert Gilham.

Asst. Surgeons—1st Lieuts.: W. Fant Lippet, William Neill,
French W. Smith.

Inspectors Rifle Practice
Peyton, J. B. White.

Signal Officers—I1st Lieuts.: C. D. Bray, Alex W. Iobson, John
Nuzum.

Chaplains: Revs. John O, Knoft, R. Willoughford, 1. D. Jef-
fries, W. P. Walker,

Captains:James E. Wyatt, T. W.

Captains.

Co. A—Organized at Princeton, Sept. 3, 1890, Isiah E. Bee; reor-
ganized at Bluefield, May 4, 1893, W. F. Lord and W. W.
Anderson.

Co. B—Organized at Buckhannon, Apr. 30, 1890, D. T. E. Cas-
teel, W. H, Hilleary and W. 8. O’Brien; reorganized at Red
Star. Apr. 4, 1896, J. B. McGuffin.

(lo. C—Organized at Union, March 21, 1888, A. 8. Johnston; reor-
ganized at Ansted, Feb. 9, 1892, Wm, N. Page.

"o. D—Organized at Hinton, March 22, 1888, .J. Alex Parker.

Co. E—Orpanized at Spencer, May 15, 1888, Isaiah H. Lynch;
reorganized at Parkersburg, May 14, 1892, Chas. E. Morri-
sOom.

Co. F—Organized at Charles Town, May 4, 1888, C. E. Baylor;
reorganized at Milton, Apr. 15, 1893, M. L. Howes and D.
L. Irwin.

Co. G—Organized at Bramwell, Dec. 15, 1888, John D. Hewitt;
reorganized at Huntington, Feb. 27, 1892, W. H. Lyons and
Strother Hay, Jr.

Co. H—Organized at Ronceverte, July —, 1899, W. D. Slaven
and Charles N. Simms.

Organized at Huntington, Aug. 13,1889, W. H. Banks
and J. E. Verlander.

Co. K—(Governor's Guards) Organized at Charleston, March 16,
1888, John L. Winkler, Frank L. Beardsley and Chas. Dry-
den.

Co: 1

Under the new militia law February 25, 1897, which went into
operation early in the administration of Gov. Atkinson it was
provided that there should not be less than two nor more than
three battalions in each of two regiments and one battery of ar-
tillery; a medical department congisting of Chief Surgeon with
rank of Lieut. Colonel, one Surgeon for each regiment with rank
of Major, one Asst. Surgeon for each battalion and battery with
the rank of 1st Lieut,, the assistant surgeons after five years ser-
vice being entitled to the rank and pay of captains; a Hospital
Corps not exceeding sixty hospital stewards and privates; a Sig-
nal Corps, consisting of one signal officer with rank of Captain;
one first and one second Lieut. and non-commissioned officers and
rivates not exceeding forty and one Corps of Uadets at West
Virginia University, held as a part of the West Virginia Nation-
al Guard snbject to such duty as the Commander-in-Chief may
order. We give the organization of the Brigade at this time,
which continued until its disintegration by the drafts made upon
it for the Spanish-American war, May, 1898,

Brigadier General Commanding, B. D. Spilman.

Adjutant General, It. Colonel 8. B. Baker.

Chief Quartermaster, Maj. J. C. Gluek. .

Inspector General, Maj. R. H. D. Willis.

Chief Commissaryv, Maj. P. D. Neal. |

Judee Advoecate. Maj. W. G. Peterkin.

Insvector 8. 1. Practice, Maj. Thos, E. Hodges.
Aides-de-Camp, Captainsg Sprige D. Camden, Frank H., Baker.
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Tedical Department.

Chief Surgeon, Lt. Colonel H, B. Baguley.
Surgeons, Majors Cuthbert Gilham and G. M. Joseph.

Asst. Burgeons, 1st Lieuts. F. W. 8Smith, Charles T. Nesbitt, C.

Hogg, 7. T. Kalbaugh, Wm. T. Henshaw, Horace M. Patton.

FIRST REGITMENT.

Colonel, Clarence L. Smith.

It Colonel, Phil A. Shaffer.

Adjutant, Captain W. J. White.

Quartermaster, Captain C. Earl Vance.
faymaster, Captain (. R. Jones (supernumerary).
Signal Officer, Captain Henry A. Steed.
Commissary, 1st Lieut. Stephen W. Poe.
Chaplain, Rev. A. M. Buchanan.

First Battalion.
Major, R. B. Ash.

Adjutant, 2nd Lieutenant Clarence F. Joliff,
Quartermaster, 2nd Lieutenant J. L., Hunt,

Second Battalion.

Major, Macker Babb. 3
Adjutant, 2nd Lieutenant Harry A. Eaton.
Quartermaster, 2nd Lieutenant George E. Gramm.

Third Battalion.
Major, A. 8. Hutson.
Adjutant, vacancy.

Quartermaster, vacancy.

The Company changes of the First Regiment were as follows:

Co. B—Reorganized at Moundsyills, Hept. 23, 1897, Capt. Robt.

N. Humphreys.

Co. F—Captain Levi K. Hoge succeeding Captain R. B. Ash,

promoted to Major of First Battalion.

Co. H—Captain Fred H. Beck succeeding Captain A. 8. Hus-

ton, promoted to Major Third Battalion.

SECOND REGIMENT.

Colonel, W. H. Banks.

Lt. Colonel, W. H. Lyons.

Adjutant, 1st Lieutenant H. W. Jenkins.
Quartermaster, 1st Lieutenant B. P. Dickson.
Commissary, 1st Lieutenant M. B. Gibbens.
Signal Officer, Capt. John Nuzum (supernumerary).
Chaplain, Rev. W. P. Walker.

First Battalion.

Major, J. A. Parker. . :
Adjutant, 2nd Lieutenant Lee R. Clough.
Quartermaster, 2nd Lieutenant O. Luther Johnson,

Second Battalion.

Major, J. B. White.
Adjutant, Captain J. E. Middleton.
Quartermaster, 2nd Lieutenant P. G, Walker.

Third Battalion.

Major, C. E. Morrison.
Adjutant, Second Lieutenant Chas. D. Forrer.
Quartermaster, vacancy.

The Company changes in the Second Regiment were as follows:
Co. C—Cap{. John E. Vawter succeeding Capt. W. N. Page,

resigned.

Co. D—Vacancy oceasioned by promotion of Capt. J. A. Par-

ker to Major First Battalion,
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Co. E—Capt. Jesse L. Cramer succeeding Capt, C. E. Morrison,
promoted Major Third Battalion.

Co. G—Capt, 1. H. SBabel succeeding Capt. Strother Hay, Jr,
resigned,

Cadet Corps.

Organized May 23, 1897.

Colonel, acting Commandant, Richard Elsworth Fasrt.
Cadet Major, George E. Gramm.

Surgeon, Major James \W. Hartigan.

Co. A—Cadet Captain DeMoines Utt.

Co. B—Cadet Captain William D. R. Annan.

Co. C—~Cadet Captain Benjamin F. Launghlin.

In the Spanish-American War.

The National Guard was given the preference under the first
call of the President of the United States and allowed to arrange
the appointment of officers for United States service themselves.
After the absence of a large portion of the National Guard from
{the State the Commander-in-Chief proceeded to re-organize the
National Guard as under the State law making appropriation for
same he was obliged to have two organized Regiments in the
State all the time. This was also necessary in order to secure the
appropriations from the National Government, the law requiring
that there shall be one hundred men in the service for each U. 8.
Senator and Member of Congress—six hundred in all. In order
that the State might be in position to avail itself of the services
of officers who enlisted in the Volunteer Service of the United
States those officers were placed on the supernumerary list, as
their acceptance of commissions in the Volunteers and their mus-
ter into the U. 8. Service amounted to a voluntary vacation of
their commissions in the Guards. Placing them on the supernu-
merary list, provided by law, enabled the Commander-in-Chief
to assign thém to duty when he should need them and many have
already been so assigned where vacancies occurred.

The Present Organization of the Guard.

At the time the present Brigade Commander was commission-
e€d, June 18, 1898, the command had been reduced to small pro-
portions and generally disorganized by this transfer as we have
stated of the majority of the officers and men, to the service of
the General Government in the Spanish-American war. On
May 24, less than two weeks after the muster of the last compa-
ny into the service of the United States, a General Order was is-
sued by the Commander-in-Chief which required that the forma-
tion of two regiments of six companies each should be proceeded
with as rapidly as possible, In forming these organizations the
cffort was made to have them of minimum strength, as fixed by
law, in order that every man might be fully equipped and fur-
ther that as many places as wonld be consistent with the good of
the service, should be kept open for the return to the State of
these former officers and men of the Guard of whom Gen. Curtin
in his report December 31, "8, says: “The efficiency of the officers
and men of the Guard is borne out by the good record they have
made in the U. 8. Volunteer service and the re-enlistment of these
men is considered desirable as the experience gained by them in
the U. 8. service would sdd materially to the efficiency of the
Brigade.”

General Curtin’s report says that he proceeded with the exe-
cution of the order for re-organization ag speedily as civrenmstan-
ces would permit; examinations were held to provide field officers
for the regiments, promotions made and commissions issued
and in a remarkably short space of time the mandate of the law
requiring that an organized military force be maintained in the
State all the time, was fulfilled. This was not accomnlished,
however, with the ease with which we write of it. Freguent vis-
its had to be made to ditferent parts of the State, and many meet-
ings held before organizations were effected. The work was,
however, in most capable hands, General Curtin bringing to the
performance of the duties of his commanding position the exper-
ience of a soldier of the war between the Btates and an officer
in the National Guard of Pennsylvania. General Cortin isg a
man of splendid physique, quick and c¢lear of perception of sound
and digeriminating judgment and being every inch a soldier him-
self, impresses his strong personality on those whom he com-
mands. In accomplishing the reorganization he has been ably as:
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sisted by his Adjt. General whose sincere and earnest interest
in the work has been second only to that of the Brigade Commun-
der himself. Of the other officers of the command it might he
invidious to discriminate, we therefore content ourselves by quot-
ing the high tribute of the Brigade Commander himself, in which
he says: “It gives me pledqme to testify to the ﬁdeht} and zeal
in the gervice of the State, displayed generally by the officers and
men who constitute the organization under my command. The
officers are careful, painstaking and faithful in the discharge of
their duties, and the routine work necessary to the maintenance
and conduct of their commands entails considerable labor for
which there is but small compensation.” In conclusion we give
the Brigade organization as at present constituted. Some few
appomtments have yet to be made and a few companieg restored
but it is expected this will be done at an early day.

WEST VIRGINIA NATIONAL GUARD.

Headyuar ters—Charleston.

Brigade Commander, Brigadier Geleral G. W. Curtin.
Adjutant General, Tit. Colonel C. B. Kefauver.
Chief Surgeon, Lt. Colonel W. J. Davidson.
Chief Quartermaster, Major J. C. Gluck.

Chief Paymaster, Major F. M. Thomas.
Inspector General, Major C. C. Lewis, Jr.

Chief Commissary, Major . D, Neal.

Judge Advocate, Major W. G .Peterkin.
Inspecfor 8. A. Practice, Major Thos. E. Hodges.
Aide-de-Camp, Captain Sprigg D. Camden.
Aide-de-Camp, Captain M. B. Gibbens.

FIRST REGITMENT.

Colonel, Macker Babh.

Lt. Colonel, R. B. Ash.

Adjatant, 1st Lieatenant Benjamin I'. Laughlin.
Qulrtrrma‘#o , Ist Lieutenant George E, (xmmm.
Commissary, 1st Lieutenant Francis H. Babb.
Chaplain, A. M. Buchanan.

First Battalion.

Adjatant, 2nd Lieutenant ©. F. Joliff.
Quartermaster, 2nd Lieutenant J. L. Hunt.

Second Battalfon.

Major Com’d’g., W. W.
Adjutant,
Quartermaster,

Scott.

Third Battalion.

Major Com’d’g., A. S. Hutson.
Adjutant,

Quartermaster, Wm. H. Fredlock.

Captains.

Company A. (Elkins) 2nd Lieut. T. J. Stalnaker.

Company B. (Moundsville) vacancies.

Company C. (Wellsburg) Capt. Thos. E
John E. Fowler; 2nd Lieut. vacancy.

Company D. (Berkeley Springs) l;apt vacancy;

vacancy; 2Znd Lieut. W. H. Webster, in command.

Company E. [I\Lutlmlmw} Capt. Albert J. Moore; 1st Lieut.
John A. Weddell; 2nd Lieut. vacancy.

Company I7. (Bmt{m) Japt. Levi K. Hoge; 1st Lieut. J. W.
L. Stewart; 2nd Lieut. vacancy.

Jompany G.  (Fairmont) Capt., V. N. Jones; 1st Lieut. Ernest
E. Barnes; 2nd Lieut., vacancy. .

Company H. (Piedmont) Capt., vacancy; 1st Lieut., Com’d’g.,
Chas, W. Cramer; 2nd Lieut., C. L. Wiseman.

Company 1. (Charles Town) 2nd Lieut., J. H. Easterday, Jr.

Company K. (Clarksburg) Capt. Harry R. Smith; 1st Lieut.,
C. A. Osborne; 2nd Lieut., vacancy.

Company L. - (Morgantown) Capt.,
Kunkle; 2nd Lieut., vacaney.

Amick; 1st Lieut.

1st Lieut.

C. R. Jones; 1st Lieut. J. M.
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WEST VIRGINIA:
SECOND REGIMENT.

Colonel, J. Alex Parker, Hinton.

Lt. Colonel, Chas. N. Simms, Ronceverte.
Adjutant, 1st Lieut. Lee R. Clough.
Quartermaster, 1st Lieut. John D. Sweeney.
Commissary, Ist Lieut. Wm. T. Hamilton.
Chaplain, Rev. W. P. Walker.

First Battalion.

Major Com’d’g., Chas. E. Morrisun, Parkersburg.
Adjutant, Chas. D. Forrer.
Quartermaster, Lester Ridenonr.

Second Battalion.

Major Com’d’g., D. L. Irwin, Milton.
Adjutant, John FF. Grant.
Quartermaster

Third Battalion.

Major Com’d’g., Wm. N. Page, Ansted.
Adjutant, John €. R. Taylor.
Quartermaster, H. M. Wood.

Captains.

Company A. (Bluefield) Capt. W. W. Anderson; lst Lieut.,
vacancy; 2nd Lieut., G. E. Bailey.

Company B. (Bissell) Capt. J. B. McGuffin.

Company . (Ansted) Capt. Raleigh C. Taylor; 1st Lieut,
vacancy; 2nd Lieut., Wm. 8. Roberts.

Company D. (Hinton) Capt., Joseph Grim; 1st Lieut. M. G.
Murrell; 2nd Lieut., H. . Miles.

Company E. (Parkersburg) Capt., Jesse L. Cramer; 1st Lieut.,
vacancy; 2nd Lieut., Brady G. Ruttencutter.

Company F. (Milton) Capt., Benj. L. Perry; 1st Lieut., Law-
rence L. Wilson; 2nd Lieut.,, Wm. H. Wysong.

Company G. (Huntington) Capt., Isaac H. Sabel; Ist Licut,,
vacancy; 2nd Lieut., A. F. Vanfleet.

PERSONNEL OF ITS GOVERNMENT.

Company H. (Ronceverte) Capt., vacancy; 1st Lieut., Robert
A. Kramer; 2nd Lieut., vacancy.

Company I. (Huntington) Capt., James E. Verlander; 1st
Lieut., Charles W. Cole; 2nd Lieut., Fred W. Lester.

Company L. (Parkersburg) Capt., Austin H. Brown; Ist
Licut., A. B. Coffman; 2nd Lieut., Chas. . Howes.

Company M. (Charleston) Capt., C. C. Rand; 1st Lieut., T. D.
B. Stewart; 2nd Lieut., Charles A. Wood.

Rattery of Artilery.

(Organized February 28, 1898, Berkeley Springs.)

Capt., H. G. Strong; 1st Lieuts.,, A. M. Mendenhall, T. W. B,
Duckwall; 2nd Lieuts., 8. J. Hovermale, E. L. Rice.

Tedical Dapartment.

Surgeon 1st Regt. Major . M. Joseph, Morgantown.
Surgeon 2nd Regt. Major Cuthbert Gilham, Ansted.
Asst. Surgeon 2nd Regt. Capt. F. W. Smith, Bluefield.
Asst. Surgeon 2nd Regt. 1st Lieut. Horace M. Patton.
Asst. Burgeon 2Znd Regt. 1st Lieut. C. C. Hogg.

Signal Corps.

(Organized March 3, 1899—Charleston,)

Signal Officer, Capt. W. H. Peyton.
1st Lient., John 8. Chilton.
25 men.

Cadet Corps.

(Organized May 23, 1897, at Morgantown.)

Colonel and Commandant, Richard Elsworth Fast.

Cadet Major, George K. Gramm.

Surgeon Cadet Major, James W. Hartigan.

Company A. Cadet Captain Des Moines Utt,

Company B. Cadet Captain Edward B. Carskadon.
Company C. Cadet Captain Benjamin F. Laughlin, artillery
officer.
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WEST VIRGINIA I\ NATIONAL
REPRESENTATION.

Hon. Stephen B. Elkins.

thth B. Elkins, lawyer, financier and statesman, Secretary
of War in the Cabinet of ex-President Harrison, and now United
States Senator from West Virginia, is pre-eminently a West Vir-
ginian and for West Virginia. He is a man of striking appear-
ance, of exceptional ability and a brilliant orator.

He was born in Perry county, Ohio, September 26th, 1841. Dur-
ing his early boyhood the Elkins family moved to Missouri.
There Mr. Elking received an excellent education in the public
schools, and at the State University, where he graduated in 1860,
After thoroughly fitting himself for the practice of Iaw he was
admitted to the bar in 1863. During the Rebellion, he joined the
Union forces and served on the Missouri border, with the rank
of Captain. The spirit of adventure, and a desire to practice his
profession in a field not overcrowded, led Lim, at the ¢lose of the
war, to cross the plains to New Mexico, then a rough border
country, where life was full of hardships, danger and adventure,
but presenting magnificent opportunities for success to a man of
pluck, ability and energy. Stalwart and capable both men-
tally and physically, he soon attracted important clients, gained
a large practice and unbounded popularity and influence.

In 1866, he was elected to the Legislature, in which body_his
speeches revealed great force of character and devotion to the
welfare of the Territory. In 1867 he rose to the position of At
torney General of New Mexico. In 1868, President Johnson ap-
pointed Mr. Elkins United States District Attorney for the Ter-
ritory of New Mexico.

In 1869, he organized the first National Bank of Sante Fe, and
retained his presidency for thirteen years. By a judicious inyvest-
ment of the income arising from his law practice in land and
mining speculations, he soon took rank as one of the largest land-
holders in the country and an extensive owner in the great Bo-

nanza silver mines of Colorado and New Mexico. In 1873 he was
elected as the Territorial Delegate to Congress from New Mexi-
co, where he served his constituents so admirably that in 1875
he was re-elected while traveling in Hurope, notwithstanding
his positive refusal to accept the office again. In Congress, he
quickly gained prominence by his magnetic manliness, his great
industry,ability and effective support of important measures, His
untiring efforts to secure the admission of New Mexico into the
Union of States was marked by brilliant speeches; one especi-
ally, setting forth the great regources of the then little known
territory, gaining him a national reputation.

While in Congress, Mr. Elking married a daughter of ex-Sena-
tor Henry G. Davis, of West Virginia; a woman of great refine-
ment and high social ability, thus forging the first link in the
chain of his affection for West Virginia.

These years of Congressional experience in Washingion
brought Mr. Elking well forward in the arena of political affairs.
He has, from the beginning of his public career, been an active,
carnest and aggressive Repuoblican, a strong advocate of Protec-
tion to American industries and our merchant marine, of sound
money, of annexation of the Hawaiian Islands, of freedom for
Cuba, of increased coast defence and navy, and re-organization
of the army on the best lines—in faect, everything that is best for
the interests of the United States. Always a leader in his party,
he served as a member of the Republican National Committee
during the Presidential ulln]mign of 'S4, He was the warm per-
sonal friend of James G. Blaine and ex-Pregident Benjamin Har-
rigon, who appointed Mr. Elking, December 17, 1891, Secretary
of War in his Cabinet. His appointment brought to President
Harrison’s aid a man of magnetic personality, of great strength
of character. an excellent organizer, one patient in investigation
and prompt in decision, one sincerely desirous of promoting the
welfare of the ariny: hence he proved himself to be a successful
and efficient Seeretary of War.

Mr. Elking' reputation does not rest entirely upon his publie
services, for hig progress in the fields of business and finances
has been equally marked.  Abont 1878, he removed from New
Mexico to West Virginia, and here has devoted himself, in com-
pany with Hon., Henry G. Davis, to the development of the rail-
roads of the State, and thereby to the opening up of the wonder-
ful coal deposits and timber-lands of our mountain State. Sue-
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cess has followed him in all these enterprises, and while trying
to benefit himself he has conferred upon the people of West Vir-
ginia lasting benefits. These favors they have appreciated, for
they elected him in January, 1895, their Senator to the United
States Congress.

Mr. Elking’ influence and power, both in and out of Congress,
at Washington, is most marked, because of his great personality,
his public speeches, showing originality, public spiritedness,
wise coungellings and decided statesmanship, founded on his
evident and earnest desire to advance our nation's welfare; all
this is known and appreciated by West Virginians without re-
gard to party.

For many years a leader in the Republican party, Mr. Elkins,
as soon as he fook his seat in the Senate was recognized as equip-
ped by natural talent and a wide business and political exper-
ience for the duties of his new and high positivin. He took a
prominent part in the debate on the vexed question of issuing
bonds to supply the deficiency in revenue during the latter days
of the Cleveland administration. His stand on this question was
endorsed by the public in general and by leading men in finan-
cial circles, and had much weight in influencing the subsequent
action of the Executive. All through the debate on the tarvift
auestion no one was more active or determined for the re-pstab-
lishment of a thoroughly American system of protection and en-
couragement for our home industries. Many of the hest features
of this bill owe much of their value to his careful and convine-
ing arguments and tireless work.

Perhaps the most noteworthy effort of his career in the Senate
has been his attempt through legislation to rebuild our American
Merchant Marine. On this question he delivered on April 5th,
1897 a speech which has won for him more than a national repu-
tation. Although the war with Spain has set aside for a time the
consideration of this most important question, Mr. Elking and
his supporters in the Senate and in the Housge arve still determin-
ed upon a vigorous line of action looking toward the revival of
our shipping interest,

The speech of Senator Elkins on the ageressions of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway, made in the Senate on March 2. 1898,
brought to the attention of the country in a forcible way the
taking of trans-continental freight from American roads by the
Canadian Pacific. He argued that the bonding privileges per-

mitting this injustice tor American roads shold be abolished; that
they are not sanctioned by any law nor based upon treaty rights.
He reviewed in his speech nearly all the questions that will come
before the Canadian Commission appointed by the United States,
Canada and Great Britain, to adjust the differences between the
two Governments.

Myr. Elking has a most beautiful home, in his country-seat of
“Hallichurst,” at Elkins, Randolph county, West Virginia,
where the lateh string of hospitality is always out, in true Vip-
ginia style to his many friends.

Hon. Nathan B. Scott.

The Hon. Nathan B. Scott, recently elected United States Sen-
ator from West Virginia, has for many years figured in public
life in various positions of trust, in all of which he has shown
himself worthy of the honors that have come to him as the re
sults of eminent services. He was born in Guernsey County,
Oliio, December 18, 1843, and began his business life as a elerk
in a country store, at the earl y age of eleven years, attending the
public schools during the winters. He enlisted in 1862 in the
Union Army. and was mustered out in 1865 at the close of the
war, setfling in Wheeling directly afterwards. Since 1874 he has
engaged in the manufacture of glass and was the head of the
Central Glass Company for years, the industry under his excep-
tionally vigorous management becoming one of the largest of its
kind in the coantry. He organized the first Savings Bank in the
state and was elected its President and ig still the head of the
institution, which is one of the most successful in the State. He
has been an extensive traveler at home and abroad and is a keen
observer and a broad minded man. Te has always taken an ac-
tive part in politics as a Republican. Tn 1880, he was elected a
memher of the city council of the City of Wheeling and presi-
dent of its second branch. He was elected in 1882, a member of
the State Senate and aeain in 1886 gerving eight vears, in
the last race defeating Hon. John O. Pendleton, who was af-
terwards elected to Congress.  He served on important Com-
mittees while a member of the Senate and is the framer of the
Mntual Savines Bank law of onr State which hag been generally
annroved. Sinee 1888 hie has been West Virginia’s member of
the Republican National Committee during all of which time he
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has had the honor of being a member of its Executive Committee.
In the campaign of 1896, he was selected by President McKin-
ley to serve with General Powell Clayton and Vice President
Hobart at headquarters in New York City, and because of his
acknowledged friendly relations to organized labor had charge
of the work pertaining to the Labor Organizations of the United
States. In recognition of his services, President McKinley was
pleased to appoint him to the position of Commissioner of In-
ternal Revenue which office he held until his election to the Sen-
ate of the United States. As the “War Commissioner” he dis-
played in the administration of the business of the office execu-
tive ability of the highest order. Mr. Scott is a director in nu-
merous large business foundations in the city of Wheeling and
is extensively interested in large tracts of coal and timber lands
in Logan and Mingo counties. His earnings from whatever
source have ever been devoted to the extension of business enter-
prises and the employment of labor. His interests in the glass
and steel industries of the State are very large and it is safe to
say there are few manufacturing concerns of any magnitude
which he has not promoted or in which he does not hold an in-
terest. He is in fine a public servant of West Virginia, who is
able to uphold the highest behests of the people of the State in
National Council.

Hon. Blackburn Barrett Dovener.

West Virginia’s distinguished Representative in  Congress
from the first Congressional District, was born April 20th., 1842,
at Hurricane Bridge, Teys Valley, in what was then part of
Cabell county, West Virginia, now Putnam county, West Virgin-
ia. He is the son of Dr. R. G. Dovener, a native of Cherry Valley,
New York. The mother of the subject of this mention was the
daughter of Andrew Barrett, of Cabell county, Virginia. During
the infancy of their son, the parents removed to Elizabeth, Wirt
county, and at the age of twelve years, they changed their resi-
dence to Parkersburg, and here the childhood of young Dovener
wag spent. He attended the district schools, also several terms
of the well known Parkershurg Academy conducted by Prof.
John C. Nash. It was herethat his education was abruptly ter-
minated by his enlistment in the volunteer service of the civil

war, in 1861 at the age of 19 years. He raised a company known
as Company A, of the Fifteenth Regiment, Virginia, afterwards
designated as Fifteenth West Virginia Volunteer Infantry, on
admission of West Virginia as a State, but on account of his
youth, he declined to accept its leadership. He served as First
Lieutenant until after the battle of Cedar Creek, when he was
promoted ag Captain of the company. His services throughout
the war were distinguished and valuable to the national cause
and won him an enviable record. At the c¢lose of the war Captain
Dovener moved to Wheeling, where he married Miss Margaret
Lynch, danghter of the late William Lynch, of that city.

In 1867 he was appointed chief clerk in the office of Secre-
tary of State, after which he decided to pursue the profession of
law. - He was admitted to the bar in 1873 and began practice in
Wheeling the same year. By patience, perseverance and indus-
try, he won for himself as a lawyer a position at the bar and in
the courts of his native and adjoining states, an enviable and
worthy distinetion as an able and suegessful practitioner. As
a counsellor he is safe and wise and ready in the comprehension
of the salient features of his case. As an advocate, he is earnest,
making his client’s cause his own. He is ready in debate and flu-
ent in expression. As a man he is affable, courteous and polite.
He was for a time the junior member of the late firm of Daven-
port and Dovener. Upon the death of the senior member, which
occurred in 1880, he succeeded to their practice, which under
his auspices has been greatly increased until now he enjoys one
of the largest and most luerative in Wheeling. As a criminal
lawyer he has had much experience and in this line of his profess-
ion he has no peer.

In polities. Mr. Dovener is a Republican, a stalwart of the
stalwarts. He has championed the principles of the party in all
partg of the State. and no one has accomplished more for the suc-
cess of the Republican cause, than Mr. Dovener. He represented
Ohio county in the Legislature in 1883 and in 1894 was elected
to represent the First Congressional District of West Virginia
in Congress and is now serving his third term. As a member
of the River and Harbor Committee he has made himself immor-
tal. No member of Congress from this State has accomplished
so much for the improvement of our water courses as this gifted
and brilliant man. In the Fifty-fourth and Fifty-fifth Congresses
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unaided and alone, he secured appropriations ol $7,000,000, for
the permanent improvement of the rivers in which West Virgin-
ia is directly interested. Through his energy, influence and per
severence, improvements on the Ohio river between Pittsburg
and Marietta which will ¢ost the sum total of $10,200,000 have
heen entered upon and commenced by the general government to
carry out that which originated in the mind of Mr. Dovener,
the improvement of our water courses, whereby navigation may
be kept up all the year round and our commerce may be carried
and distributed to the southern markets, whereby West Virgin-
ia will receive a permanent and lasting benefit. As Henry Clay
achieved greatness and immortality in building a national high-
way, so will the subject of our sketech, and his name will go down
to posterity, honored and revered by a grateful and loving peo-
ple.

Hon. A. G. Dayton.

The Hon. Alston Gordon Dayton who represents for the third
consecutive term the Second Congressional District in the Con-
oress of the United States, was born at Philippi, Barbour Coun-
ty, West Virginia, October 18, 1857, His parents Spencer and
Sarah Bush Dayton were natives of Connecticut and Massachu-
sefts, respectively, but for nearly half a century residents of Bar-
bour County., He received his Collegiate education at the West
Virginia University, graduating therefrom in clags of 1878 with
degree of Bachelor of Arts and was admitted to the bar in Oe-
tober of the same year. In 1880 he was appointed prosecuting at-
torney of Upshur County, and in 1884 was elected prosecuting
attorney of Barbour County, for term of four years. November
26, 1884, he married Miss Columbia M. Sinsel, of Grafton and re-
sides at Philippi.

Hon. David E. Johnston.

The Honorable David E. Johnston, Democratic member of
Congress from the Third Congressional Distriet of West Vir-
ginia, was born in Virginia, April 10, 1845. His early educa-
tion, which was acquired in the common schools of his native
county, was interrupted at the age of sixteen by enlistment,

April, 1861, in the Confederate States army, serving during the
four years of the war in the Seventh Virginia Infantry, Pick-
etts Virginia Division. He was engaged in many of the most
sanguinary conflicts of that memorable struggle and was twice
wounded, once slightly in the battle of Williamsburg, May 5,
1862, and once severely in the charge of Picketts Division at
Gettysburg, July 3, 1863. After the close of the war he con-
cluded his studies, and in 1866 taught school and prepared him-
self for the bar to which he was admitted to practice in 1867,
being since recognized as one of its leading members. Mr. John-
ston has always been a Democrat and has been frequently hon-
ored by his party with its important and responsible trusts . In
1872, he was elected progecuting attorney for Mercer county ser-
ving as such for four years. In 1878 he was elected
to the State Senate, serving one term when he resigned to
become a candidate for judge of the Ninth Judicial Circuit
to which he was elected October, 1880, and serving as such
for eight years. In 1896 he was Presidential Elector on
the Democratic (Bryan) ticket. In June, 1898 he was nominated
by acclamation for Congress and elected to the 56th Congress,
November, 1898, over Hon. Wm. Seymour Edwards, his Republi-
car opponent by 765 majority. In mental attainments he will
be the peer of any man in Congress. He is not only a level
Leaded man who vnderstands the neads of his people but an
orator of ability who will be heard in the halls of legislation. He
ig in thorough accord with his party on all its great issues. A
bimettalist and opposed to trusts, plutoeracy and monopoly, Is
of sterling integrity, high chavacter and large experience and
will do honor to himself and his constituency. He resides at
Bluefield, Mercer County where he is a distinguished member of
the firm of Johnston & Hale, prominent attorneys of that place.

Hon. Romeo H. Freer.

This brilliant seldier, lawyer, diplomat and jurist was born
November 9, 1847, in Trumbull county, Ohio. but removing to
Ashtabula county, on Lake Ervie, in childhood, was there reared
and in its common schools educated. Enlisting at the youthful
age of fifteen in the army of the Union, he served throngh three
vears of long and sanguinary conflict, participating in many of
its most stirring scenes and hard fought engagements. Remov-
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ing to Charleston after the close of the war, he taught school
and studied law and being admitted to practice in 1868, became
the partner of Supreme Judge H. C. McWhorter, the partnership
terminating in 1873 by his appointment as United States Consul
to Nicaragua under President Grant. He was assistant Prose-
cuting Atorney from 1868 to 1870 and Prosecuting Attorney
from 1870 to 1873 when he accepted the Nicaraguan mission. Af-
ter four years in the diplomatic service of his country, during
which his acts reflected honor and credit alike on country and
self, he returned in 1877 to Charleston and resumed the practice
of the law. In 1881 he removed to Ritchie county, since which
time he has practiced and resided there. In 1891 he was sent to
the Legislature from Ritchie county and from 1892 to 1897 was
its Prosecuting Attorney, at the close of which term he was elec-
ted Judge of the Fourth Judicial Circuit, establigshing for him-
self during his two vears incumbency the reputation of being one
of the best Judges in the State He has served twice as Presi-
dential elector; for Grant in 1872 and for Blaine in 1884, In 1898
at the urgent solicitation of his party’s representatives from ev-
ery county of the District he aceepted the nomination for Clon-
gress and possessing without doubt greater elements of strength
than any other man of his party or of the party itself, was elect-
ed over hig strong Democratic opponent Hon, (ieorge 1. Neal by

873 majority Ever since attaining manhood’s years Judge Freer
has been made the responsible sponsor of public trusts, his fel-
low men delighting to honor him because of his resplendent
qualities of heart and brain and the nobility of his truly benevo-
lent and charitable life. ITe is an able and eloquent speaker and
will be a ((mspunmm figure among the brilliant men of the next
Congress. e is notably distingnished for having organized at
Harrisville the first company l)f the West Virginia National
Guard and as its eaptain and subsequently the major and colonel
of the First Regiment, which latter position he held for five
vears, won for himself a long and honorable military record. He
is Past Grand Master of the L. O. O. F. of the state and Past De-
partment Commander of the G. A. R. of West Virginia. Judge
Freer has been twice married, his first wife whom he wedded
May 24, 1870, being Miss Lilly 8. Fuller. He has one son,
Romeo H. Freer, Jr. His second wife, to whom he was married
July 8, 1884, was Miss Mary Iams, a lady of many charms
of mind and person, who, together with her husband in
their home of culture and refinement at Harrigville, entertain
their many friends with prodigal hospitality. Judge Freer is
frequently mentioned as being the strongest Republican possi-
hility for Governor. an office on which he would with his splen-
did attainments and rare ability reflect high honor and dignity.
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DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS IN
PUBLIC AFFAIRS.

Judge John Jay Jackson.

Judge  John  Jay
Juaekson, eldest son of
General  John  Jay
Jackson, was born at

Parkersburg, West Va,
August 4, 18245 gradu-
ated from Princeton
College in 1845; was a
law student under his
father and Hon. John
J4. Allen, president of
the Supreme Court ‘of
Virginia; was admit-
ted to the bar the fol-
lowing year and was
elected the first Prose-
cuting  Attorney of
Wirt county in 1848,
and the same year
was appointed to the
same office in Ritchie
county. In 1852 and
again in 1853 he was
clected to the Virginia
iegislature from Wood
a high reputation as a

county.
speaker and debater. In 1852, 56 and 60 he was elected on the

During this time he acquired

Whig ticket. In the political campaign in which he took part
he was justly distinguished as one of the finest speakers on the
hustings, and by his efforts in the region of the State in which

he lived contributed largely to the success of the Bell and Ever-
ett ticket in earrying Virginia in 1860. It was stated in the Rich-
mond Whig of that day, the organ of the party in Virginia, that
the success of the ticket was largely due to him. in August,
61 when the nation was trembling in the balance President Lin-
coln appointed him United States Judge for the District of W.
Va. and although at that time he had already attained notori-
ety he became generally known all over the State as the newly
appointed United States Judge before whom many questions of
grave importance would come for consideration and adjudica-
tion. It was a trying hour but the youthful jurist met the issues
squarely and faced the opposition to the Government with a
courage that at all times bordered on heroism. Judge Jackson
is in many respects a remarkable man.

He has served on the bench of the District Court continuous-
ly for over a third of a century and bas probably disposed of
more causes than any other judge living or dead. Possessing a
strong physical make-up, a vigorous and an active uisposition,
he has stood the tremendous strain on both mind and body that
would have swept the greater number of men off the stage of
action. He is now several years past the age at which United
States judges may retire with pay, and yet he 1s as prompt in
action, as vigorous in mind and as foreible in decision as when
he entered upon the duties of the position. The question is often
asked why Judge Jackson does not retire and take the rest that
most men would require. The reasons which he is said to assign
are well considered.  After an unbroken service of thirty-eight
years on the bench, the duties have become to him as common-
place as second nature. Being too active by disposition to retire
from all kinds of employment, he would not at his stage in life
essay to build up a practice in law. He is credited with having
said that he preferred to “wear out in harness to rusting out
in idleness.” The retirement of Judge Jackson from the bench
would result in little less than a public disaster. His long ex-
perience and the perfect clockwork precision with waich the bus-
iness of his court is transacted, is familiar to every attorney in
the State. What other lawyer could bring to the bench of the
United States district court the same profound ability and the
peculiar tact for conducting and facilitating the business of that
court? While he is dignified in his bearing, and at times may
seem stern and even austere, in his manner, he is by nature as
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kindhearted and sympathetic as he is vigorous in intellect, acute
in judgment and profound in law.

Like all positive men, Judge Jackson is strong and emphatic
in his likes and dislikes. His quick perception enables him to
instantly detect deception in any form and he is rareiy deceivéd.
He is bold, outspoken and fearless and because of these charac-
teristics, those who differ with him learn to admire and respect
him, and as a jurist there are none more able. He resides in a
stately mansion in Parkersburg where he entertains his friends
with a generous hospitality.

Hon. J. H. Gaines.

Hon. Joseph
Holt Gaines, son
of Theophilus and
Adrian Gaines, na-
tives of Ohio, was
born in Washing-
ton, D. C. Sept. 3,
1864. He removed
with his parents to
Iayette County,
West Virginia
whenbut two years
of age and received
his early cducation
in its schools, la-
ter attending the
University of West
Virginia, for two
and half years.
This was followed
by a four years
course at Prince-
ton, whence he
graduated in June
1896, with the de-
gree of A. B., this
: institution in 1889
conferring upon him the degree of A. M. He studied law at Fay-
etteville, was admitted to the bar in 1887 and at once com-

menced the practice of his profession as a partner of General
St. Clair the firm being St. Clair& Gaines until 1895, when
he moved to Charleston where his legal abilities were at
once recognized and secured for him a prominent position
and lucrative practice. Mr. Gaines has always been a Repub-
lican who has taken an active part in the campaigns and conven-
tions of his party, his wide range of interest and information
in public affairs making him a valuable factor in its Councils.
He was Chairman for eight years of the Fayette County Re-
publican Central Committee and has stumped the State in sev-
eral of the most exciting contests that have been waged be-
tween the two great parties in the State. He has never enjoyed
political preferment until appointed in June 1897 by President
MecKinley to the exalted and responsible position of United
States Attorney for West Virginia the performance of the du-
ties of which, he has discharged with distinguished zeal and
ability. Mr. Gaines has grown rapidly in public esteem andthe
favoref his party and is now prominently mentioned as nomi-
nee of the Republican party for Governer of the State. He was
married Nov. 23, 1898 tu Miss Marjorie Lewis Gentry one of
the most charming and accomplished daughters of the Capital
City of West Virginia. :

Hon. J. H. Copenhaver.

One of Kanawha couniy’s contributors to the solidarity of her
citizenship is found in the persen of Sheriff .J. H. Copenhaver,

This man of merit is a soa of Jacob P. and Virginia Copenha-
ver, and was bora in this county, above Charleston, in 1856, He
was raised on the farm and obtained only the common school ed-
ucation afforded in his boyhood days. DBut he had the elements
of success in him and at the age of 19 he commenced business for
himself, and has steadily grown in wealth and experience from
that day to the present time.

He never took to politics by nature, but continued in business
until 1892, when he was induced to stand for election, in which he
was successful, of assessor for the Upper Distriet in Kanawha
county. In 1888 he moved to Charleston, bought property, and
his sturdy business qualities attracted the favorable notice of
his neighborg; and in 1896 he was elected sheriff on the Republi-
can ticket against his Democratic competitor, W. D. Lewis, by
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a majority of 1,273, notwithstanding there was an independent
candidate in the field.

Mr. Copenhaver’s first marriage was with Miss Elizabeth
Given, in 1877, and his second marriage with Miss Chloe Jarrett
in 1894. He is naturally a money maker, and besides several
pieces of ploput\ in Charleston, owns several farms, about six
hundred acres in all, in Kanawha bottom above Charleston, of
which 250 acres are in fine blue grass pasture, a rare thing_, in
West Virginia. He is now feeding 130 head of cattle, and he

looks forward with pleasure to the time when his term of office .

expires and he can return to the farm which has for him so many
attractions.  Mr. Copenhaver is now formulating plans for a
fine residence on one of his farms on a site overlooking the Great
Kanawha River. Although a Republican, he is not a partisan,
and in his official duties ]10 knows neither favorite nor foe, and
thereby he holds his friends in all classes. The subject of this
sketeh is a man of few words, very practical, and quick reader of
human nature. While he is contemplating a gquiet and comfort-
able life in his prospective new home on the Kanawha, his neigh-
bors may again call him back to public duty.

Hon. Edward Wilbur Staunton.

The reputation that men en-
joyv for any particular talent,
power or ability gives tlem
distinction in proportion to the
degree in which itis exércised.
In the field of politics there is
opportunity for wide range
and one must be quick to grasp
and take advantage of cvery
incident of detail inthe situna-
tion. He must be a good judge
of human nature, shrewd, sa-
gac'ous and discerning and if
courage and intellectual force
be added he is recognized as
aleader. Sucha man is one of
the young Republican leaders
of Kanawha Co., W111 Staunton, as he is familldr]y called by his

wide circle of friends and admirers. KEdward Wilbur Staunton
was born in Charleston, Kanawha county, February 12, 1866. He
is a son of the celebrated physician, Dr. Joseph M. Staunton, a
native of New York State, but for forty-four years a resident of
Kanawha county, where he has reared a large family of children,
all of whom have distinguished themselves in the professions
and avocations of life upon which they have entered. His moth-
er who has lived to have her children grow up and call her bless-
ed and from whom the children have taken their Christian char-
acter and religious spirit, is a native of Vermont. Young Staun-
ton acquired his education in the common schools of the city, sup-
plemented by instruction in his home of refinement and culinre.
On leaving school he started on his business career as clerk in the
shoe store of Charles Loeb, after which he became and is still as-
sociated with his brother in the ice and coal business which has
grown to large proportions, controling valuable interests and
enjoying extensive patronage. He has always been an active, ag-
gressive Republican, prominent in the (*ouu(ilq and campaigns
of his party. In 1889 he was elected City Sergeant of Charleston
serving two years. In 1893 he was elected mayor, serving one
term. He has always taken a deep interest in the upbuilding and
improvement of the city and was active in the movement for the
issue of bonds for street improvements. He was elected County
Clerk in 1896 over W. B. Donnally by 1,300 majority, notwith-
standing the fact that his opponent received the Indenendent
party’s endorsement.

He was a delegate to the last Renublican State Convention
held at Parkersburg, as well as to other party conventions held
during the past ten vears, and is recognized as one of the bright
est voung Republican leaders in the Third Congressional Dis-
trict. Mr. Staunton was married December 15, 1893, to Miss Flor-
ence Buffington, of Huntington, and is one of Charleston’s most
substantial business men and prominent citizens.

Hon. A. E. Kenney.

The Honorable Alfred E. Kenney, the efficient assistant clerk
of the Houge of Delegates of the 1899 session of the Legislature
of West Virginia was born October 5th, 1865, and was reaved
in the Little Kanawha valley, at Burning Springs, Wirt county,
the oldest oil town in the State. He is the son of Martin and Mary
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E. Kenney, natives of the State of Ohio, and neighbors of Gener-
al Phil Sheridan, a distinguished officer of the Union army in
the Civil War. Young Kenney received his early education at
the Burning Springs high school where he distinguished him-
self by his close application to study and the high standing in his
classes. Having well fitted himgelf for a life of trade, he began
his business carcer as clerk for McConaughy & Co., at Richard-
son, establishing for himself during his six years continuance
with them, the well merited reputation for honorable and con-
scientious performance of every duty. Since 1887 he has been

variously engaged in mereantile pursuits for nimself and as
member of the firms of A. E. Kenney & Co., Burning Springs;
Trippett, Kenney & Co., Brooksville, and (_..omur.]l & Kenney, Ar-
noldsburg. But his ambition longed for a life of greater activ-
ity and excitement than found in the inethodical affairs of bus-
iness and so he determined upon a professional career, and after
due preparation he was admitted in 1892 to the practice of the
law, in which he has continued uninterruptedly since, except
for the two years 1804-1895 when he attended the law department
of Georgetown University, Washington, D. C., receiving during
them the degrees of L. L. B. and L. L. M., respectively. He has
always been a zealous worker for the Democratic party and has
been honored with its responsible trusts. Was elected Commit-
tee Clerk in the Legislative session 1803; appointed Clerk in
Census Bureau, Washington, D. ., which office he held for three
years; elected the delegate to represent Calhoun county in the
Legislature of 1897 and was a valued member of the joint Cfom-
mittee on Constitutional Amendments of that year, and is now
and has been for four years Chairman of the Democratic Com-
mitte of Calhoun county. Mr. Kenney is the author of Kenney's
Geography of West Virginia, a publication which has been high-
Iy commended, has received the State adoption and is generally
nsed in the schools of the State. His home is at Grantsville, seat
of justice of Calhoun county, where he is recognized ag an attor-
ney of prominence and ability.

Hon. C. C. Watts.

The test of fitness
for public office can
only be determined by
the acts of the individ-
ual during his incum-
bency of responsible
trusts, and when he
has shown himself
worthy of the confi-
dence reposed in him
hebecomes of necessity
of the greatest value to
the State and the Na-
tion. In this relation,
and as accupying a po-
sition which he has
achieved by intrinsic
merit, and which dis-
tinguishes him as
among the leading pub-
lic men of West Vir-
ginia, the Hon. C. C.
Watts, of Charleston,
aeserves to be presen-
ted to the peopleas demanqu the highest consideration. Gen.
Watts was born in Virginia, fifty vears ago, and received his
edueation in the schools of that State, studying law at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. He removed to West Virginia in 1870 and
at once began the practice of his profession at the age of twen-
ty-two years, where he has since been recognized as among the
ablest lawyers and most prominent public men of the new State.
He was the lawparteer of the late United States Senator Hon.
John E. Kenua, from 1875 until elected Attorney General. He
is now associated with Hon. Walter L. Ashby, under the firm
name of Watts & Ashby. In 1880 General Watts was elected
Attorney General of West Virginia, and during his incumbency
of that office represented the State in varions important cases,
and one before the United States Supreme Court at Washington,
in which he was declared by Senator Edmunds, of Vermont, of
the opposing counsel, to have acquitted himself with distinguish-
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ed credit and ability, as well as success. Senator Edmunds, in
a letter to General Watts concerning this case, remarks the ex-
ceedingly commendable manner in which he conducted it, and
characterizes his efforts as masterly and effective. In 1886
President Cleveland presented the name of General Watts to
the Senate for confirmation as United States Atterney for West
Virginia, the appointment being promptly confirmed. In 1850
he wag elected to the State Senate of West Virginia by a ma-
jority of 2,200 in a senatorial district which, two years before,
had given a Republican majority of 800. As a member of the
Senate he was a prominent figure, effective debater and hard
worker. On May 4, 1893, General Watts resigned hig geat in the
West Virginia Senate to accept a second appointment by Pres-
ident Cleveland as United States District Attorney for West
Virginia, the duties of which office he continued to discharge
up to August 1896, when having been nominated by acclamation
by his party for Governor, he went to Washington and handed
in his resignation in person to the administration that had turn-
ed its back upon Mr. Bryan as the Democratic nominez for the
presidency and the Chicago platform, in order, as he said, that
he might be unfettered in championing the principles of Demaoe-
acy, the cause of free silver and the election of William
J. Bryan. Though defeated in that memorable contest, he
made a most remarkable canvass. Locking the door of his office
and going into the field, he overcame the Republican vote of
two years previous by more than 5,000 and increased the Dem-
ocratic vote of four years hefere by 10,000, at which time the
State went Democratic by over 4,000 majority. And what is
equally  remarkable, his vote for governor in 1896, exceeds the
Democratic vote in the entire State for the election held Novem-
ber, 1898, by 8,151, and was not only larger in every congression-
al district. but in every county of the State except six, than the
vote cast for congressmen throughout the State. General Watts
is a man of exceptional worth and would do honor to any posi-
tion in the gift of the people. He is an uncompromising Demo-
crat in politics but not offensively vartisan and has many friends
in both parties who recognize his ahilities and his value to West
Virginia as among the stalwart, stanch ana true supporters of
its highest and best interests. While still taking an active in-
terest in the political situation he now devotes his whole time
to the practice of the law.

Hon. John T. McGraw.

Before the people of
West Virginia as wor-
thy of preferment and

distinction as their
next United States
Nenator is the Hon.
John T. MeGraw.

Some account of his
public life is hence of
interest. He is the son
of Thomas MeGraw, a
pioneer merchant of
Grafton, Taylor coun-
ty, W. Va., where he
was born January 12
1856. Both of his par-
ents were natives of
Ireland, emigrating to
this  country  when
quite young, his moth-
er being Mary B. Lu-
ley. Young McGraw
received his prelimina-
ry education at St
Vincent  College, at
. Wheeling, and was
graduated from the Law Department of Yale College in the class
of 1876. He was admitted to the bar of Taylor county, W. Va.,
in the same year and has since practiced his profession at the
county seat of that county. Soon after his admission to the bar
he was appointed one of the West Virginia counsel for the Bal-
timore & Ohio R. R. Co., and continues to act as their legal ad-
viser and attorney. In 1880 he was elected prosecuting attor
ney of Taylor county, rendering valuable services until the
spring of 1885. In 1882 he was honored by the appointment of
aide-de-camp on the staff of Governor Jackson of West Vir-
ginia, serving during that administration of four years. In the
spring of 1886 he was appointed by President Cleveland Collect-
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or of Internal Revenue for the collection district embracing all
the counties of West Virginia, resigning his office in May, 1889,
and turning it over to his successor in the most excellent condi-
tion. His management of the affairs coming under hig jurisdic-
tion as Collector of Internal Revenue was singularly effective
and exemplary and he retired with credit and honor. He was ap-
pointed also during President Cleveland’s administration as
United States Disbursing Agent for the public buildings at
Clarksburg, Charleston and Wheeling, a duty which he discharg-
ed with commendable fidelity. Mr. MeGraw possesses in an em-
inent degree the qualities to commend him for any position to
which he may aspire. He is a zealous Democrat and is popular
with his party as he is with all who know him.

Hon. Lewis fA. Martin.

Lewis A.  Martin,
member of the House
of Delegates of West
Virginia, was born at

Malden, in Kanawha
county, W. Va., De-

cember 29, 1838. He
is the soan of Tipton
Martin, whose father,
Joseph, served as a sol-
dier during the war of
the Revolution and
was a native of Nel-
son county, Virginia.
The mother of Lewis
A. Martin @ was a
daughter of Richmond
Walton, of Albermarle
county, Virginia.
Young Martin at-
tended the subscrip-
tion school of George
Taylor in his native
county and gave his
attention at intervals
to the study of law un-

til the outbreak of the civil war in 1861. He enlisted in the
Home Guards under the command of Gen. Lewis Ruffner in 1861,
rendering in the meantime valuable services in organizing and
recruiting the Seventh West Virginia Cavalry, being at Buffalo,
Putnam county, with them during the winter of 1861-2. He sub-
sequently became the senior Major of the 153rd Virginia militia
and participated in several engagements in the Kanawha val-
ley, being on the Lightburn retreat in 1862. Ie afterward (the
militia being disbanded) joined the Seventh West Virginia Cav-
alry. and continued to serve with that command until mustered
cut August 1, 1865. With the return of peace he resumed his
study of the law and was admitted to the bar of Lincoln county,
W. Va., in 1868, being soon afterward appointed by the court
of the newly created county prosecuting attorney and discharg-
ing the duties of that office for one year. He was chosen at the
fall election of 1868 a member of the West Virginia Legislature
of 1869 which assembled at the then capital of the State at
Wheeling, and performed efficient and valuable gervice on sev-
eral committees, notably those relating to privileges and elec-
tions. During this session the bill selecting Charieston for the
first time as the capital of West Virginia was passed, Mr. Mar-
tin strongly urging the measure and employing his best abili-
ties in aiding to secure its adoption. He was reeiected in 1870,
being rominated on the Republican ticket to take the place of
Judge C. W. S8mith, the prior neminree, who declined to accept
by reason of his appeintment as judge of the Cabell district. In
the canvass that followed Mr. Martin snceeeded in restoring to
his party the control of the county, which had in the previous
vear heen secured by the opoesition. During the gession of 1871
Mr. Martin vigerously combatted the adoption of the measure
hefore the House for a constitutional convention, which was
however enacted into law, the Legislature at that time being
overwhelminely Democratic. Uutil his nomination for, and elee-
tion to, the Legislature of 1895 he had devoted himself to the
nractice of his profession. in which he ranks with the ablest jur-
ists in the country. He is prominently mentioned for a judge-
¢hip in one of the counrts of the U, S. for Hawaii or of the other
row territorial posgessions for which he is eminently fitted from
long experience at the bar and his readv grasp of all onestions
invalving leeal acumen and the best methods of court nrocednre,
Mr. Mertin has been a valuable representative, and his legisla-
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tive acts have shown a zealous advocacy of the best interests of
the people of West Virginia. In the past session of the Legis-
lature, before which were many important measures he again
demonstrated his readiness and ability to range himself on the
side which champions the cause of the principles which best ex-
press a popular government. Mr. Martin has creditably filled
various important positions in the G. A. R., having been Com-
mander of the Charleston post and as having served as aide-de-

camp on the staff of National Commander John P. Rea. He is
past Junior and Senior Viece Commander, G. A. &, of the De-

partment of West Virginia. My, Martin is a man of pleasing and
graceful personality; possesses a vigorous and resourceful in-
tellect, and is capacitated to fill any position to which he aspires,
with eredit and honor,

Hon. George I. Meal,

As one of the young
men of the Btate who
has won distinetion
and honor in the dis
charge of the responsi-
ble duties and trusts
impesed upon him the
Hon. George Ira- Neal
deserves special men-
tion. He was born in
Cabell  county near
Milton, RMarch 23, 1846%,
of hamble, but respect-
ed pavents, his father
A. D. Neal, being for
twenty five years Jus
tice of the Peace of Lis
native county. His ea-
reer has already been
remarkable enough 1o
clags him among the
great men of the stute.
Rising by his own in-
damitable w11l 2nd en
ercy from obscurily to

prominence he has filled positions of great responsibility with
honor, and demonstrated in them his splendid ability. His early
years were spent upon the farm, the spare moments devoted to
study and in the winter attending school, Having at the age of
sixteen passed satisfactory examination and received high cer-
tificate of gualification he tavght school, using the money earn-
ed thereby and from the sale of hooks through Southern Ohio,
to pay for a course at the West Virginia University whence he
graduated in law at the age of twenty and was immediately
thereafter admitted to the bar. Loecating in Huntington he be-
gan the practice of his profession and rose at once to high po-
sition in that city, securing at the age of twenty-two the Dem-
eratic nomination for mayor over five older and more prominent
citizens, but was defeated. Two vears later he was renominated
and elected, being the yvoungest mayor in the State. His splen-
did record in the administration of the affairs of the office of
mayor and ex-officio police judge gained for him a reelection to
which the votes of many outside his own party contributed. The
panic of "33 came on during his second term of office but despite
the searcity of money and the severity of the winter, so careful-
Iy and systematically did he direct the work of alleviating the
necessities of the poor that there was searcely any real suffering
in the city. As an evidence of Mr. Neal’s great popularity he re-
ceived in 1898, the nomination for Congress without the expend-
itnre of money over nine other aspivants. some of whom were
mwen of inflnence and large means. He made an active, vicorons
canyags of the Distriet and thoueh defeated by his Republican
onporent, Jndee Romeo H. Freer, he reduced the Renpnblican
plreality of 1.900 two vears before to 873 at the lasf election,

Mr. Neal learned early to hear nhilosonhically the disavpoint-
ment nf defeat which has heen subsenuently erowned hv vietory
and has yigen gtep hy step by his own efforts, upliftine others as
he wont and pever injuring anather to attain his own nromotion.
He was married in Janvarv. 1899, to Miss Kathlecen Vera Burns
of Huntington where he resides and has extensive practice. bhe-
ine recoenized as one of the leading attorneys of a bar which
ranks with anv other in the State. He is of ta1l and slender
huild. has a nleasant deliverv and is a logical and convineing
He has a genial and hapov disposition and the faenl-
ty of makine and holding friends. Tis strong noints in polities
are giving cloge attention to details and standing by political
friends. '

gpenker,
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Hon. Grant

P. Hall.

The efficient clerk of
the Ciicuit Court of
Kanawha ecounty was
born in Roane county
December 21, 1865, his

parents  William and
Isabelle  Hall — being
nafives of Harrison

and Monroe counties,
respectively. Young
Hall received his edu-
cation in the common
schools of his native
county  supplemented
by mnormal course at
the Ohio Wesleyan
University and Mar-
shall  College, Hunt-
ington from which lat-
ter institution he was
graduated with honor
in 1889, Having fully
qualified himself by
his eduecational train-
ing and received teach-
erg certificate he  ac-
cepted, at the early age of sixteen the hardship of teaching coun-
ty schools in Kanawha and Clay counties and continued in this
occupation until 1893 when he was elected Couniy Superintend-
ent of schools over .J. B. Whittington, of St. Albans, by 500 votes.
and served as such for two years. During his term as superin-
tendent of schools he prepared himself by dilligent application
to study for admission to the bar and in 1895 being admitted,
entered at once on its practice. At the end of one year, during
which he gained an honorable position and lucrative business,
his party nominated him for Clerk of the Circuit Court of Ka-
nawha county, to which position he was elected for term of six
years over his Democratic opponent R. E. L. Blackwood by over
2,000 votes, thus attesting his great popularity and the high es-
teem in which he is held by the people. Mr. Hall has for the

past ten years taken an active interest and part in politics and
is now the chairman of the Republican Senatorial Committee
for the Kanawha Distriect. His aggressiveness has always
brought in opposition to him determined characters, and every
inch of political success has been gained by the force of his own
individual nature, the character and courage of which both in
resistance and action has worthily won for him his commanding
position. He has been assailed and maligned by those of hostile
political faith in the whirlwind of resentment and revenge but
in the honorable performance of public duty he has broken the
shaft of the one and extracted the venom of the other. Mr. Hall
was married November 15, 1895, to Miss Anna Steel, of Minneap-
olis, Minn., and resides in Charleston, where he is held in high
favor by a large circle of admiring friends and acquaintances.

Hon. J. A. de Gruyter.

The people are al-
ways interested in use-
ful ambition. Any
man who reaches ma-
turity of mind at an
early age always re-
ceives the plaudits and
favors of his fellow
man.

We have in the Hon.
J. A. deGruyter, who
has recently terminat-
ed his second term as
mavor of Charleston,
an instance of this fact.
He commenced a busi-
negs life at 14 years,
was the recorder of the
citv at the age of 21,
and was re-elected for
the gecond term.

In 1889 he bhecame
associated with the
water works and gas
companies of Charles-
ton, and has ever been
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one of their most trusted representatives. In 1895 he was elect-
ed cn the Democratic ticket mayor of the Capital City of the
State, and in 97 was honored by a reelection. He is not demon-
strative in his social relations, but warm hearted and compan-
ionable.

He iz a man of keen penetration and an excellent judge of hu-
man nature. This element of strength has been shown by his
rulings in the police court, and, also by his unswerving integ-
rity in the administration of justice, for which the city is
largely indebted for its revenues from fines. :

The greatest weaknessof the ex-mayoris hisgreat modestyand
yet this weakness is an element of strength with the people.
In a work published in connection with the Atlanta Exposition
two years ago Mr. de Gruyter was a prominent figure in the
West Virginia group. The subject of this sketch is a son of M.
F. and Julia Crockett de Gruyter, the latter a lineal descendaut
of the celebrated Congressman, Davy Crockett. Mr. de Gruyter
was married in 1889 to Mary Noyes, a niece of P. H. Noyes, re-
cently deceased, who was at the head of one of the leading whole-
sale houses of Charleston, Mr. de Gruyter furnishes a mark-
ed ingtance in which brain controls matter. He, like many other
men of the State who have become prominent in public and
business affairs, started out with only a common school educa-
tion. He is a man who lives close to nature, and takes a lively
interest in all healthful and innocent sports. He has a fine phy-
sique, delights in the hunt and piscatorial sport, and is an enjoy-
able companion and a prominent member in the outing clubs of
the city.

2SI CTEEEESE=

WEST VIRGINA ASYLUM FOR INCURABLES.

To West Virginia belongs
the proud distinction of being
the first in this great Union of
states to assume the responsi-
bility of providinga permanent
and comfortable home at pub-
lic expense, for thelarge num-
ber of its citizens who, unable
to provide for themselves, are
afflicted with diseases and mal-
adies that medical skill cannot
reach—the incurable. And to
abraveand determined woman,
with brain of man and heart of
woman, to whom obstacles
were quickening impulses to
renewed endeavor; stepping
stones to the successful ac-
complishment of a work, the
glory of which will wreath her
name with the rich benediction
of the unfortunate in all future generations, is due the credit
the praise and honor for founding this greatest of all the
charitable institutions of the State. The deaf, dumb and
blind are not infrequently restored to sound, speech and
sight; the insane to reason; the critically ill to health, but those
who enter this retreat leave hope without its portals. Mrs,
Mary Jackson Ruffner, whose picture fittingly embellishes this
article was the first woman who ever came before the legisla-
ture of the State not only for the appropriation for the estab-
lishment and support of a great eleemosynary institution, but
for any object. Her position was an anomalous one, against
which her friends dissuaded her and her acquaintances and
those who did not know her scoffed and jeered her, predict-
ing failure. But they did not know or underestimated
the determined character of the woman who had under
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taken the work which is to be the crowning glory of he}' li:fe.
Four years of fruitless endeavor were spent before the bill for
the establishment of the Home was recognized, it being then
sent to an unfavorable committee who returned it with rec-
ommendation that it should not pass and the bill was virtually
considered dead. Securing sufficient influence to have the biil
recommitted, she appeared before the committee with two incura-
ble children against the advice of, and opposed by, all who knew
her and criticized by all who did not. The sight of those h.elp-
less children, the sufiering of the child Chloe, wiio has since
passed into the light of perfect day, so touched and moved those
strong men, in the homes of some of whom were robust, happy-
hearted little ones, that their hearts were softened and, resist-
ing no longer the touch of suffering that makes all the wor}d
akin, they favorably recommended and the legislature made in
1897, the first appropriation of $10,000.00. At last were .her
efforts successfully erowned in part in the initiatory establish-
ment of what is destined to be the pride and lasting glory of
West Virginia. The Governor, George W. Atkinson, under
whose administration this great philanthropic work was accom-
plished, in recognition of the pre-eminent services rendere(} by
Mrs. Mary Jackson Ruffner, appointed her on the Board of Di-
rectors for the longest term of eight years, and the Board in
turn honored her by electing her its president, the first and only
woman president of any of the institutions of the State.

Recently the Board has renewed its evidence of confidence
and esteem by re-electing her president and general manager, the
duties of which responsible position are both difficult and labor-
jous. She has organized the present building, superintended
and directed all the buying connected with it, written all the re-
ports, done all the correspondence, hundreds of letters in all,
and directed every detail of the management. The first Board of
Directors were:

Mrs. Mary Jackson Ruffner, of Charleston, president;

Hon. John K. Thompson, of Putnam, vice president;

Miss Kinnie E. Smith, of Parkersburg, secretary;

Judge John J. Jackson, of Parkersburg;

Mrs. Stephen Benton Elking, of Elkins;

Dr. T. L. Barber, of Charleston;

Mrs. Frank Heermans, of Kingwood;

Hon. John W. Harris, of Greenbrier.

As its treasurer the Board elected Mr. John @. Dickinson, one

of the most influential and honored citizens of Charleston. The
first directress of the institution was Dr Amelia J. Prior, a wo-
man eminently fitted for the position who brought to the per-
formance of her duties the highest credentials from the leading
physicians of the country. 'L'he first inmate was Jesse James,
whose back was broken. The first appropriation of ten thous
and dollars enabled the Board to have one of the several build:
ings erected and to care for a limited number of patients whose
cases seemed most distressing, but the work has been arduous
in the extreme and must have failed but for the presence on the
Board of the several noble hearted, self-sacrificing women whose .
time and means have been liberally given in alleviating the suf-
fering and bringing sunshine into the lives of the unfortunate
inmates. Itis an undoubted axiom, give a woman a motive and
she is the bravest creature on earth, and what higher, nobler,
holier purpose and duty could possibly excite the gentle impulses
of a woman’s heart to heroic deeds than charity generously be-
stowed in the relief of physical suffering? It is doubtful if any of
the great charities of today would exist but for woman.

The time has now come when the institution is about to en-
ter into a more perfect existence and realize the high hopes and
sublime purposes for which it was founded. It is now finan-
cially able to meet all its obligations and to push forward and
develop the work under which for two years it has been totter-
ing and struggling for life under most unfavorable conditions.
The recent appropriation of sixty-five thousand dollars will en-
able it to cancel every debt, to support with comfort the unfor-
tunate under its care and to erect one large building, which, to-
gether with the one now usged, will be so filled by the time of
the next session of the legislature, and the record of results
so replete with good, that recognition must be given both the
wisdom and necessity of larger appropriation, making this in-
stitution rank not only as first in the charities of our own State,
but that it may be known the length and breadth of the United
States. In the present building there are 50 patients who are
surrounded with every care, comfort and pleasure their unhap-
py lives are capable of receiving into them. The children’s day
nurgery has been furnished with toys, games and musical in-
struments, the gifts of Mrs. Elkinsg, whose generous heart de-
lights in acts of benevolence, and these little afflicted ones have
as much as possible, been made to feel the loving, gentle influ-
ence and spirit of home. The plan adopted by the Board for the
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WEST VIRGINIA ASYLUM FORIUNCURARBLES.

new buildings is modern, attractive and convenient and they
will doubtless be, when completed, the most commanding group
of public structures in the State. The preceeding page containg
illustration of them.

The committee or board, provided for by the statute in crea-
ting this asylum, located it at Huntington, and the Board of
Directors of the institution, provided for under the act, accept-
ed the plan of architect Harrigson Albright, of Charleston, known
as the “Cottage plan,” which will cost, in round figures, the sum
of $200,000 to complete. These various buildings when comple-
ted, will accommodate comfortably one thousand patients, an
exhibit of less cost by far for the same capacity and character of
accommodations, than any other of our State institutions, and
perhaps of any other institution of the kind in our entire country.

The plan of the architect reveals great genius and impresses one.

as worthy of the Board’s adoption. It is the aim and purpose of
the Board to establish a high standard and not have the insti-
tution sink to the level of the ordinary State institutions or the
still more deplorable condition of the average county poor-
house. To simply clothe, feed and shelter is not the highest
sense of charity, nor should a State institution be upon a pauper
basis. It is, therefore, the ambition of the Board to establish
their own precedents and on all lines within reasonable bounds,
deal with the inmates as with their own children. With these
commendable objects in view it is the purpose of the manage-
ment to employ a teacher in substitution for one of the attend-
ants already provided for, who will teach those children capa-
ble of being taught, and to read and teach fancy work to those
adults who, through their afflictions, have an almost aimless ex-
istence. It is also their intention to expend a small amount an-
nually for newspapers and magazines, and for flower beds and
necessary appliances to work them, so that these unfortunates
into whose lives little sunshine has ever come, may have an in-
terest and object in life and gain courage and strength to bear
the afflictions which time may assuage but never wholly relieve.
There are now a number of children in the institution who are
capable of receiving an education, but several others who are
too badly crippled ever to attend school. This teacher will atso
conduct religious services and in many ways brighten the lives
of those committed to the care of the Home. Wise rules und
regulations providing that the comfort and welfare of the pa-

tients shall be of the first consideration and looking into the de-
tail of bathing, feeding, clothing and moral training of the pa-
tients and for the guide and government of officers and attend-
ants, have been adopted and are rigidly enforced.

ENDOWMENTS.

As has been the case with other worthy institutions in ev-
ery section of our country, there is every reason to hope this
one, too, will receive benefactions and endowments from the
rich and charitably inclined and so memorial rooms will be pro-
vided in the administration building, entirely cut off from
the pauper element.

HOW TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION.

For the information of those desiring to make application for
admission either for themselves or others we quote the law in
reference thereto:

Make your application in accordance with it and enclose it to
Mrs. Mary Jackson Ruffner, President, Charleston, W. Va.,

“The classes of persons who shall be admitted as palients in
the said asylum are: First, epileptics, idiots, incurables; those
persons not insane or violent, who from accident, disease or bod-
ily infirmity are deemed permanently incapacitated from earning
a support by reason of their incapacity and such incurables as
need constant care and attendance. Second, all such persons so
afflicted who are not charges upon the county nor likely to be-
come such, but who may desire to be admitted to such asylum
and can pay the actual cost of their maintenance and treatment
therein.

Whenever any such person shall desire admission to said asy-
lum he shall make application in writing under oath to the
county court of the county in which he is residing at the time
of application for such admission. Such application shall set
forth the name, age and residence of the applicant, his former
occupation, the estate, if any which he owns and where gituate,
and the nature and cause of his disability. The county court
shall thereupon take such steps, to ascertain the truth of the
statements contained in said application, as may be necessary
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to determine whether or not the applicant should be admitted
to said asylum, Provided: That said application shall be accom-
panied by a certificate of some practicing physician of good
standing, to the effect that he has made an examination of the
physical condition of the applicant, and is of opinion that he is in
curable, which certificate shall be sworn to. If upon such inves-
tigation the court shall determine that the applicant is entitled
under the provisions thereof, to admission to said asylum, it
shall enter the same of record, and direct the conveyance of the
applicant to said agylum. If the applicant be of the first class,
as mentioned in the preceding section, the expense of his removal
shall be paid out of the county treasury; and if the applicant
be of the second class, such expense shall be borne by the appli-
cant.

It shall be the duty of the clerk of the county court upon the
entry of an order for the admission of an applicant to said asy-
lum, forthwith to transmit to the superintendent of said asy-
lum a certified eopy of such order; apd said superintendent
shall at once, upon the receipt of the same, cause such applicant
to be conveyed to said asylum, and the expense of such convey-
ance shall be allowed him by the county court making such or-
der and be paid out of the county treasury.”

N. B.—Patients will not be allowed to bring any baggage ex-
cept a clean elothes bag containing clean clothing.

B. D. SPILMAN,

President.

M. G. TYLER.
Sec, and Gen’l Mg'r

Camden Clay Co.,

Manufacturers of
Roofing Tile, Vitrified Paving Blocks,
Sewer Brick, Ornamental and
and Building Brick.

Office and Works: SPILMAN, W. VA,

0. A. ROUSH,

Treasurer.
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' GUARANTEED ROOFING TIN,

Made the same as in 1830 and
sold by us at that time. KEvery
sheet dipped by hand in open
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SOLE MANUFACTURERS,
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| registered trade mark of the target and arrow, the |
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2 feet 6 inches wide, 25 Ibs., $ 8.35 ALL
3 feet wide, 30 Ibs., 10.00 6 FEET

3 feet 6 inches wide, 35 Ibs., 1170 | °loans

4 feet wide, 40 lbs., 13.35 Sy
4 feet 6 inches wide, 45 Ibs., 15.00 J Tt ceovenere

Send a postal card for our handsome illustrated pamphlet, “The Test
of Time,” mailed free for the asking, It gives full particulars regard-
ing our offer to sell on the distinct agreement that you may return it
and get your money back if not the equal of any $50.00 Hair Mattress
in clzanliness, darability and comfiort, and ii not satisiactory in every
posgible way at thz end of THIRTY NIGHTS® FREE TRIAL.

Our name :111<__1Lgum';111tce on every mattress, Not for sale at stores.

We bave cushioned 25.000 cltureies Senid foronr book * Church Cushiions.
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ROCK

Tue MOST IMPROVED, MopurN

PLASTE

HARD MORTAR -

I

~ FOR INNER PLAH T l&RIl\l_r

Being Best in WORK'NG QUALIT[ES, DU RABILITY and every other desirable way.

Sanded or Unsandea.

(Hair in all Lath Coats.)
(Proper directions, Guarantees and any
information furnished whenever requested.)

N. J. RUGGLES, President.

E. T. BINGHAM. Vice President

THE ROCK PLASFER MF G LCO..

COLUMBUS, OHIO.

F. B. HOFMAN, Secretary.

JOHN GRESHAM A. D, BOYD A. C. CALDERWOOD

GRESHAM, BOYD & CO.,

General Contractors.
Office and Shop, Hale Street,

Between Quarrier and Lee Streets,

CHARLESTON, W. VA,

CAPITAL CITY SUPPLY COMPANY,

HOWELL & SHANKLIN, Proprietors.
Heating, - Engineers,

[lill Supplies.

Charleston, - - - =  West Virginia.

@ THE TRIBUNE COMPANY —=f

Printers, Engravers, Blankbook Makers,
and General ‘Binders.

We have the Largest and Best Equipped Plant in the State or
between Cincinnati, O., and Washington, D. C.
COUNTY, MINE AND CORPORATION WORK A SPECIALTY.

We Make the Strongest and Most Durable Blank Book that Can be Made.

Write us for prices. We are in a position to meet competition.

READ

Tre MAIE TRIBUNE

It is the best for advertisers because it has the largest circula-

tion of any paper in the Kanawha Valley.



PEIRCE SMANTEL & TILE COMPANY,

Corner Wayne Avenue and State Street,
DAYTON, OHIO.

MARBLEITHIC, CLAY TILES, MOSAICS, MARBLE, GAS FIXTURES.

Our Marbleithic specified to be used in West Virginia Capitol Annex, Charleston; West Virginia Asylum for Incurables,

Huntington, and numerous other public buildings.



