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Foreword

WORK and HOPE, in offering you this Souvenir Booklet
of the West Virginia State Penitentiary, -has- endeavored to
present to you, as fully as available space will  permit, West
Virginia’s largest and most important penal and correctional
institution.

Moundsville Penitentiary, by which name the institution is
best known, has a National Reputation—having been used by
the Federal Government as a place of incarceration for those
convicted of offences against the peace and dignity of the
United States, its laws and activities.

The Souvenir Booklet seeks, both by reading matter and
illustration, to visualize for the reader the inner working and
operations of a modern prison—to enable oneto comprehensive-
ly grasp all information, data and statistics readily and clearly-

To see for themselves (those unable to visit it) the way in
which correctional institutions are conducted—the activities of
the inmates—the disciplinary methods in vogue, and the prob-
lems to be met and solved by those responsible for 1ts proper
functioning.

To do this properly, it has been "necessary to present the
panorama of ‘the prisonsand their systems as they slowly evolv-
ed from brutality to the more Christian like methods of today.

In days of yore, corporal punishment was the solution of all
‘problems; in this progressive era, co-operation, is the keynote
that seeks to gain that greatdesideratum of all prisons—Refor-
mation.

A visit to the prison, either personally or vicariously, by
way of the Souvenir, would be incomplete without a word of
the Famous Mound, from which .the institution.and the town
have derived their names .so the Souvenir therofore gives a
comprehensive and pictorial history. of this famous mound—
said to be the largest in the world of its kind—compiled by
archaeologists, who have made exhaustive research and study
of the matter.

Respectfully submitied — Editor — Work and Hope
“The Frisoner’s Voice to You!”
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‘Ghe “West “Usrginia
LPenitentiary

HEN the State of West Virginia was admitted into the
JlUnion in 1863, she liad no penal institution of any kind
except county jails. ‘Therefore, all persons convicted of
f¥lcrime and sentenced to imprisonment were for a time
kept in the county jail. In 1864 the legislature direct-

ed the Governor to have all persons convicted of felony confin-
ed in the jail of Ohio County. . In 1866 an act of the legisla-
ture directed the Board of Public Works to select a sight for a
penitentiary at or near Moundsville; to purchase not less than
ten acres of land there and to appoint a Board of Directors. Fifty
thousaud dollars was appropriated with which to buy land and

commence building. Siuce then additional appropriations have
been made and buildings erected as needed. For some years
no appropriations have been made for this imistitution, the pro-
ceeds of labor done by the prisoners, not only paying all expen-
ces of the prison, but in fact, making a considerable profit for
the state.

The buildings enclosed by the wall are located on a tract of
five acres of ground in the city of Moundsville, fronting on Jefi-
erson avenue, and extending eastward between Eighth and ten-
th street to Washington avenue, In addition to this, the institu-
tion has a farm of 300 acres located about one mile from the
prisoun. i

The Administration building of the penitentiary, together
with the North and South hall cell buildings, take up the en-
tire Jefferson avenue frout, six hundred and eighty-two feet.
These buildings are of cut stone, formidable in appearance.
The Administration building, four stories in height, isoccupied
by the Warden’s apartments on the third and fourth floors,
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guards rooms and Warden’s private office on the second floor,
while the first floor is occupied by the Warden’s general office,
the Deputy Warden’s office, the clerk’s office, Record and ac-
countancy Division; a public office for guards, visitors and vis-
itors cage, where prisoners are permitted to visit with friends
or relatives who may call to see them.

Extending north and south from the certral corridor are two
large cell halls. These halls are known as the North and
South halls. The North hall contains 416 cells and the South
hall 424. In addition to these, the female departmentcontains
32, making a total of 872 cells.  These cells are arranged in
tiers, one above the other, there being four tiers of cellsineach
hall. The cells are of modern steel construction, each being
supplied with running water, automatic toilet, electric light and
steel bunk, all are well lighted and well ventilated. The halls
are so arranged that the sun shines into practicaly every cell
at some time during the day. All the cells are kept thorough-
ly renovated and painted, and the walls are 1‘eg11141ly cleaned
and whitewashed.

The enclosure is entirely surrounded by a solid wall of mason-
ry, twenty-five feet high, five feet at the base, tapering some-
what toward the top and surmounted by six guard towers.

RECEPTION of PRISONERS

- When a prisoner is received at the penitentiary heis at once
enrolled and given a serial number. He is then required to
bathe, given a hair cut and shave, and if it is winter, dressed in
prison clothes of cadet grey; if summer, a lighter material is
used. After a prisoner has been received as stated above, heis
given a thorough examination by the Prison Physicans, who
carefully note all defects and keep a complete record of his ex-
amination. He is then measured by the Deputy Warden ac-
cording to the Bertillon system, and a complete record is made
showing color, nativity, parentage, religious antecedents, hab-
its, domestic relations and previous prison records, if any. A
photograph is also made and filed with the record, If a pris-
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oner is able bodied he is assigned to one of the factories operat-
ed within the prison, and is required to labor nine hours every
day, except Saturday afternoons, Sundays and Holidays.

DISCHARGE of PRISONERS

When a prisoner’s term has expired and the day comes for
his final discharge, he is given a complete new outfit of citizen
clothes of good material. ‘T'ransportation is paid him to the
county from which he was sent and cash allowance of $3.00 is
given him, providing he does not have any money to his credit
in the office.  Prisoners are frequently discharged who have
funds to their credit. This represents the money made by
“‘overtime’’ work in shops— prisoners being paid for all over-
time at the same rate the State is paid for their labor. In this
way many prisoners aid materially in supporting dependent
families, and are encouraged to do so.

At the present time we have 2081 inmates. Of this number
1285 are white and 554 are colored. Iacluded in this number
are 58 females. The population of this prison has more than
doubled in the last five years.

CHAIEL

The chapel is situated on the second floor of a large pressed
brick building within the enclosure of the prison walls. T'his
building is seventy-eight by one hundred and four feet and is
two stories in height. The basement of the building contains
the cold storage, ice plant, laundry, shower baths, ‘etc. The
second floor contains the chapel, library, school room and photo-
graph gallery.

The chapel is accessible by means of commodious stairways
on either side, well ventilated and well adapted to its purpose,
being furnished with opera chairs with a seating capacity of
twelve hundred. There is a large balcony in the rear for the
accomodation of female prisoners and visitors. A large pipe
organ is built in the south end of thechapel and there is also a
piato on the stage for use at entertainments,
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COAL MINE

A modern coal mine is located on the prison farm about one
mile from the prison. This is a shaft mine and was started in
September, 1920, and was complete and ready for operation in
August, 1921; at an approximate cost of $15,000.00, exclusive
of prison labor. = The penitentiary has been getting its entire
supply of coal from the mine since April, 1921; and based on
the price of coal at that time, to say nothing of the present
prices, the mine is saving the State an annual fuel bill of $15.
~000.00

All work in and around the mine isdone by prison labor, with
one outside man in charge.

The prisoners are all trusties and stay at the farm camp,
which 1s near the mine. Seven and one half days a month add-
itional time 1s allowed them, the same that is given those em-
ployed in road camps and other outside work. They are much
interested in the mine and do their work well.

On the whole we believe that the mine has proven to be both
practical and profitable, and since the road between the institu-
tion and the mine has been paved, it will be an easy matter for
years to conie to get a sufficient fuel supply for the penitentiary
at a very low cost.

In order to comply with the State Mining ILaws, another
opening for an air shaft has been sunk, at an estimated cost of
$2,500.00 In the fall of 1924 another shaft was driven to the
Pittsburgh vein, which coal is a higher quality than that which
was being mined at the original level of 90 feet. This work
was done entirely by prison labor, under the direction of the
superintendent.

FEMALE DEPARTMENT

At the north-east corner, apart from the main enclosure, is
the Female Department, a modern brick huilding two stories in
height. In this building are kept all the female prisoners, and
their apartments are quite cozy; the cells more resembling the
dormitories 11 some of our boarding schools than the prison celj
as somany people pictureit. A pianofor the use of those mus-
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ically inclined is also provided in this department. A moderu
Radio has been installed to euable the inmates to keep in touch
with the outside world. The department is very crowded at
this time, there being an average of 60 women confined within
it. A branch of the shirt shop is located here and about 50
women are employed, making colars and cuffs for shirts made
by the male prisoners. The balance of them are engaged 1n do-
ing domestic work about the department. The female prisoners
are accorded the same privileges as the men in regard to lock-
out, mail, visitors, moving picture shows, chapel service, etc.,

PRINT SHOP

In the same building occupied by the State Shop and Main
Hospital, a small printing plant is maintained and operated by
inmates. Here all the printing for the institution is turned
out without cost to the State.

A monthly magazine, Work & Hope is edited and printed by

the inmates. This publication has the reputation of being one
of the best magazines in the field of prison publications. It

is self-supporting, receiving no finaucial aid whatever from the
State. It is devoted to the betterment of prison conditions and
the welfare of those confined therein.

T'he subseription price is one dollar a year.

PRISON LIBRARY

The prison library contains about 5,000 volumes, the greater
number being well selected works of standard authors.

A large number of books have been donated and some have
been pnrchased. According to the report of the librarian, dur-
ing the past year, more than 3,000 volumes have been read by
the inmates. = Books of fiction seem to be more indemand than
any others, but about twenty-five per cent of the books read
have been on religious subjects. The library has recently
been reclassified and catalogued, rendering it more useful. The
privilege of the library is accorded all inmates. A large number
of current magazines are donated to the library monthly and
these are freely distributed, A library club has been organized
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by a prisoner and for a small monthly fee the prisoners may
read all the latest books and magazines.

In addition to this many newspapers are taken by the prison-
ers. A prisoner conducts a news agency and delivers daily and
Sunday papers from about fifteen different cities on the same
day they are published. On an average of 8,500 newspapers
are delivered monthly iu this manner. Our records show that
over 2,400 papers are delivered to the inmates monthly by mail,
some being subscribed for by the prisoners themselves and
'sent in from friends on the outside. Around $500.00 is* spent
monthly by the prisonersfor reading matter. Over 5,400 letters
are delivered each month.

GOOD-TIME ALLOWANCE

All prisoners, excepting those sentenced to Jife imprisonment,
upon entering prison are given a certain amount off their orig-
inal sentence for good behavior. This isknown as ‘‘goodtime’’
and is deducted from the prisoners senteuce the day he enters
prison. The law covering West Virginia’s ‘‘goodtime’’ system
follows:

DEDUCTIONS FROM SENTENCE FOR GOOD CONDUCT
A1l prisoners sentenced to the penitentiary for a definite term, and not for life,
who may faithfully comply with all the rules and regulations of the penitentiary
during his or her confinement, shall be entitled to a deduction of his sentence as
follows: Upon a sentence of one year, five days from each month, upon a sen-
tence of more than one year, and less than three years, six days from each
month; upon a sentence of not less than three, and less than five years, seven
days from each month: upon a sentence of not less than five years and less than
ten years, eight days from each month; upon a sentence of ten years or more,
ten days from each month. When a prisoner has two or more sentences, the ag-
gregate of his several sentences shall be the basis upon which his deduction shalj

be estimated. (Acts 1871, c. 81; 1882, ¢, 154; 1893, ¢, 463 903, ¢, 45.)

S : . : .

This good-time allowance is the most important factor in
keeping discipline, asit may be taken away for disobeying any
of the rules. It is usually taken in small amounts, say five,
ten, fifteen and up to sixty days at a time, all depending upon
the nature of the offence. Of course, for major offences; all
good-time is taken and the prisoner must serve his sentence flat.

All the prisoners strive to keep their good-time as it shortens
their sentence cousiderably and is an aid to them when making
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application for executive clemency in any form. The following
table gives the number of days that are deducted from each sen-
tence for good behavior. Italso shows the number of years
months and days that must be served for each sentence, less
good-time allowance.

Days Off Total Number Time to Serve
Sentence Per Month Of Days Off Years Months Days
1 Year 5 60 0 10 0
1 Year and I day 6 72 0 9 24
115" 6 108 1 2 19
b Wl 6 144 1 7 6
21" 6 100 2 0 2
s 7 252 2 3 18
15t 7 294 2 8 13
2 7 336 3 0 24
415 7 378 3 5 17
HENYS 8 420 3 8 6
[ Wi 3 b7E 4 4 24
61454 8 624 4 9 11
Rre 8 672 5 1 23
Tyt 8 720 b 6 10
8=t 8 768 T 10 22
S 8 864 6 T 16
16 10 1200 6 8 15

All prisoners serving over ten years, and not life, get ten days
off per month. The above table is figured on a 30-day-month
basis and, in some cases, may vary from one to four days, all
depending on how many 31-day months are included in the
prisoners term of servitude.

Federal prisoners are accorded the same privileges as State
prisoners aud receive the same amount of good-time. A feder-
al prisoner is eligible for parole after serving one-third of the
eutire sentence imposed.

Prisoners may make application for pardon at any time.

Most pardouns issued in this state are conditional.

PAROLE LAW
West Virginia was one of the first states in the Union to put
into operation a parole law.
This law has been in force some twenty-two years and has
been uniformly successful, although it is somewhat antiquated
and should be revamped and modernized. During this time the
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Parole Board has considered thousands of applications and
great many have been released on parole. ‘The conduct of a-
bout 95 per cent of those paroled has been good; fully demon-
strating the wisdom aud propriety of such a law.

The operation of this law has been a great factor toward se-
curing diseipline in the prison, as only those with a good prison
record are likely to be paroled.

All prisoners, except those serving life, third terms, or who
have received the lowest sentence provided by law for their par-
ticular charge, are eligible for parole. :

Prisoners who become eligible for parole are eligible after
they have served the minimum sentence, less the good-time all-
eowarnce on the amount of time actually served. Good-time allow-
ance for eligibility for pavole is figured on the amount of time actually served,
and nol on the entire sentence, except where the prisoner is Sel-v]'_ng'
an indeterminate sentence, then he is eligible after he has ser-
ved the entire minimum sentence. That is to say: If a man is
sentenced to serve from two to ten years, he is eligible for pa-
role after serving 24 months, or two years. The number of
years, months and days that must be served on the various
terms before becoming eligible for parole, are given in the fol-
lowing table:

Time to serve

Minimum Sentence Days off per month Years Months Days
1 Year 5 0 10 10
Ak G 6 1 8 0
el 7 2 5 6
iz 7 3 2 28
(S 8 3 11 17
Gt 8 4 8 25
PG 8 5 6 10
& e 8 6 3 24
O 8 8 7 il 8

IR 10 7 6 0

The above table has nothing whatever to do with anything
outside of figuring and determining when a prisoner becomes
eligible for parole, and it does not apply to prisoners serving
indeterminate sentences,
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Medical Department

wo separate and complete hospitals are maintained iu-
side the prison walls. One of these is used euntirely for
the treatment of tubercular prisoners. The other for
geuneral purposes. FEach hospital has its own steward,
nurses, kitchen, dining room and cook.

In connection with the general hospital, an up-to-date drug
store is conducted for the use of the inmates.  Adjoining the

drug departmeunt is located the operating room where surgical
operations are performed whenever the occasion demands, which
is quite frequent.

Two of the most competent physicians of Moundsville are
employed to cater to the medical and surgical needs of the pri-
soners. Dr. O. P. Wilson, one of the prison physcians, is a
graduate of the Keuntuckey University Medical Department at
Louisville. Dr. Wilson is a very capable man and has been
looking after the ills of the inmates since 1919.

Dr. Robert A. Ashworth, whose photograph appears on the
following page, came to this institution in 1913, but left in19-
16, to return in May, 1918. Dr. Ashworth is a graduate of
the University College of Medicine at Richmoud, Va. He is
past president of the West Virginia Medical Association.

In addition to the two civilian doctors, several prisoner doct-
ors assist in the drug department, hospitals, and operating room.
These men are quite capable and render valuable service both
in the preseunce and absence of the regular doctors.

Every prisoner, if they are ill, may see the doctor each morn-
ing when he leaves his cell and before going to breakfast. If
the complaining prisoner is fouud to be ailing to a degree that
warrants his not working, he is excused from work for thatday-
Otherwise he is given such treatmeunt as his ailment demaunds
and is seut to work. Of course, if a mans illuess is such that

the doctors believe it nieeds close attention and treatmeunt the
prisoner is admitted to the hospital.
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Every prisoner may see the doctors again at noon, immed-
iately after dinner, when they can geta permit from their guard
and go to the drug department, where both civilian doctors and
the several prisoner doctors administer to their needs. ‘Then
every evening, after recreation period, two of the prisoner doc-
tors make their rounds to tlie cells and administer first-aid treat-
ment to any man who might need it at that time. Itis readily
apparent that the medical needs and the health of the prisoners
are very well taken care of at this institution, which cannot be
said of many other state institutions of like nature. -

The female department is visited at regular intervals by the
doctors, but they can get medical attention at any time, day or
night, by calling the doctor’s office on the telepkoune.

Many of the prisoners abuse the ‘‘doctors call’”’ in an endeav-

or to shirk work, but if the doctors find no temperature or other
signs of sickness, they stand a slim chance of ‘‘putting it over

on the doctors,’’ as they call it.

A great amount of credit is due Dr. Ashworth and Dr. Wil-
son for their untiring efforts in behalf of the health and well be-
ing of the inmates. And although they are not *‘‘full time”’
doctors, (having their outside practice to take care of,) they
perform their duties with religious sincerity.  They never let
anythiug stand in their way to administer aid to a prisoner
whom they think is really in need of treatment, be it medical or
surgical. Indeed, it would be a difficult matter for the State
to secure two men who would take such sincere interest in the
health and general welfare of its prisoners.
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Dental

HE present ad-
ministration in
keeping with its
policy of turn-
ing the inmates
back to society, with-
out confiscating any-

thing from them except
the timeand labor, that
their conviction oterime
has forfeited to the State
and alive to the fact
that many ills of a ser-
1ous nature to which
flesh is heir, have their
origin in the teeth, has

established and main-
taius acomplete Dental
Clinic in charge of a
Doctor of Dental Sur-

Dr. Hoy ‘B. McCuskey
gery of wide experience,

Upon their entry all inmates are given a thorough examin-
ation and condition of teeth and tissues recorded to be followed
up with prophylaxis.

The figures below will give the reader, an idea the amountof
work that is performed in thisdepartment; during the past year.

Treatments given [ including examinations | ________ 7.000
Extractiols, foringeir = Yo s 1na Bl ue bt il el
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Music in Prison

[HE  present “.d'
Cministration in

i keeping with its

policy of co-oper-
(e N{{J' ation and help-
ing the prisoner to help
himself, has sponsored
musical and athletic uc-
tivities in addition to

other educational op-
portunities.

Moundsville prison
has its own Concert
Band of neariy fifty
picces of Brass, Wood
and Reed instruments.

Regardless of the fact
that the personnel of
the band like all prison
population is a changing

J. S. Denard—Band Director

oue, the prog.ess being made aud the qualily of programme
rendered would do eredit to any musical organization in our
Stzite;

Daily practice and drill; outside of work hours is part of the
routine of the band. Concerts are given in the Cell Halls at
stated times and on the recreation yard whenever favorable
weather prevails.

‘The band does not receive any financial aid from the State;
ils instruments are purchased and other expenses are met by vol-
nntary contributions of the prisoners and from the proceeds of

the annual musicale and minstrel show, given by the inmates,
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Religious “Work Behind
Prison “Walls

AM asked many times by ‘‘outsiders’’ about the religious
Juicondition of the prisoners and about religious work as it
s%lis conducted 1n prison. Let me say there are two ways
¥lof thinking about religion and religions work.

2| First, the ideal--as it ought to be at its best.

Second, the actual---as we find it in every-day life.

On the outside we find very little of what we would call ideal
religion or religious work. We find many splendid Christian
men and women who are consecrated to service and sacrifice,
but when we compare them with all the living millions we find
they are a very small per cent of the whole. So it is with our
religious work. We have many who are doing splendid ser-
vice considering what and whom they have to work with, but
when you measure the work done by the ‘‘ideal” you find it
falls short of the standard.

We may safely say the same thing for religion and religious

work on the inside of our prison walls. We have some who
would compare favorably with those on the outside asto Christ-
tian character and work, but to find the ‘‘ideal” Christian is
not so easy anywhere. Again, the number of Christians com-
pared with the number of inmates would give us a small per cent.
As to religious work done in our institution, do not expect it
to be ideal. Those who are trying to do the work realize they
are not ideal workers, and we sure do not have an ideal equip-
ment or couditions. So you see in some respects at least, we
on the inside are very much like the folks on the outside.
Many of our men on the inside are interested in religion

and quite recently some have made as intelligent professions
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and coufessions as T have ever witnessed on the outside, I wish
I nuight tell you the story of one man’s experience and conver-
sioir.

Let me answer another question here that I am often asked;
““How do you stand to do that kind of work?” T think I am
standing it rather well and the reason isthat I know of noother
work I would rather do. It is a joy and an inspiration to work
with these men. I think Christ would like to be prison Chap-
lain if he lived in Moundsville.

The religious part of the work consists of a splendid Sunday
Schiool under the direction of Mrs. Emma Moore Scott, aud
the chapel services conducted by the chaplains. This work
has been carried on for quite a number of years and has been
pleasing to the men. = Chapel services are held each Sunday
morning at nive o'clock. The Protestant Chaplain hascharge
of the services each Sunday except the last Sunday in each
month, which is conducted by Rev. M. J. Coghlan, Catholic
Chaplain of the prison. I wish to commend the men and wom-
en for their splendid behavior aud strict attention in ourchapel
services. You cannot beat it in any church on the outside.

The night school work is in charge of the Protestaut Chap-
lain.  Our lack of time and equipment make it very difficult to
do good work. Many of the men made splendid progress dur-
ing the past winter, considering the little time we had for
school room work. We have so many men who neither read
nor write that we find it impossible to enroll all of them.

‘I'he prisoners render excellent service as teachers. Many
of them help their cell buddies when school is not in  session.
Oue of the real needs of our prison is more time and better
equipment for our school.

While the work is a joy, it is not what you would call an
easy work by any means. In addition to a church member-
ship on the outside we have more than 1,800 on the inside to

minister to. There are many villages and towns in West
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Virginia with a smaller population than we have on the inside
of these walls and who have from two to four churches and
mininsters, and each church and mininster think they are
overworked.

Since I have been working here with these men I have
thought many times of the poem by Sam \Walter Foss—'“T'he
House By The Side of The Road.”” An almost endless stream
of humanity is ever passing through our doors. Many of them
saddened, disheartened and discouraged; many of them friend-
less, despised and disowned. I love te sit in this ‘‘House by
The Side of T'he Road’’ and be a friend to these men.

1 know there are brook-gladdened meadows ahead
And mountains of wearisome height;

CThat the road passes on through the long afternoon,
And streches away 1o the night;

But still 1 rejoics when the travelers rejoice,
And weep with the strangers that moan;

And live in my house by the side of the road

Like a man who dwells alone.
——— - —

‘““I'HE PRISONER'S VOICE TO you”

\Work & Hope is a 40 page magazine published monthly by
the inmates of Moundsville, Prison. It's only source of revenue
to purchase the necessary supplies to “‘Keep the pot boiling”’
is from subseriptions—>Most of the material published is origi-
nal—written by the inmates—

Its object is for the betterment of Prisons and prisoners every-
where—to establish contact between the outside and those be-
hind prison walls-—so that when a prisoner has paid his debt to
society he will have a better chance to make good when he re-
turus to home and loved ones.

\Work & Hope is truly‘*I'he Prisoner’s Voice to You.
Subscription rates, Postage paid, is Oue Dollar per year. Sin-
gle copies 10 cents. A trial subseription for a year, will con-
vince you of its merit and that it is'*T'he Magaziue thatis Diff-
erent.’’

Send remittance [One Dollar] to Editor—Work & Hope,
818 Jefferson Ave., Moundsville, West Va. Thank You.
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NOTE: This poem has brought nation-wide comment from natives of West Virgin
This was written for the prison Magazine, Work & Hope.

West Virginial the Statel was born in,
The best little State on the map,

Where outsiders like so to ‘‘horn in,”’
And gather its wealth in their lap.

But many outside our borders
Ever make it the butt of abuse,
And call it a place of disorders,
Where hundreds of wild men are loose.

We get lots of free advertising,
When two little kids have a scrap
Before theres another sun rising,
It’s published all over the map.
There are some of the ignorant classes,
Not a hundred miles from our State,
Who think all our roads are just ‘‘passes’?
Where robbers are laying in wait,
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They think we are living in jungles,
That we are low-minded and rude,
Thatall of our efforts are bungles
And all of our implements crude.

They think that we men are all “‘grubbers,”’

' They call us ‘‘hill billies'* and ‘‘snakes,”’

They call our women ‘‘suuff-rubbers’’
And the men floks nothing but rakes.

L}

They laugh at our “‘you all'’ and
“I reekon’” and I caleulate,”

Andit always gets up in my ‘‘dauder”’
To have them belittle our State.

‘yander’”

We acknowledge to our old fashions,
We never turn strangers away,

“If you can put up with our rations
I reckon you’re welcome to stay.”’

We have great natural resources,
No wonder they covet our wealth,
And thousand of people endorses

Our summer resorts for the health.

We are proud of our School and Churches
And our numerous State institutions,
And in scientific researches
\\ e give to the world contributions.

I love these stately old mountains,
I love every hill, rock and tree!
When Idrink from their health-giving fountains
Idrink West Virginia to thee!
But to you in the State that are level
Who care for only our pelf
“YOU ALIL" can go to the devil!
This State will tuke care of itself. —12241
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Prison Shops

= HIS 1nstitution still has what is commonly known as
4| “‘contract labor shops’ vet in a very modified form aund
the working conditions are as good as can be found in
90 per cent of the work shops on the outside. All the

kept in a scrupulously clean condition. EFach has a sufficient
number of citizen foremen who oversee the work.

On the averaze about 644 menare employved in the Tailor
Shop, 450 in the Shirt Shop, 117 in the Broom Shop, and 80 in
the \Whip Shop.  All the shops have guards tosee that proper
discipline is maintained. All prisoners are paid overlime for
all work done over ard above their daily piece work assign-
ment. Some of the prisoners make as high as $30.00 each
month aud it is a rare case where a prisoner isnotable to make
a little overtime. ‘I'he prisoners have $27.000 to their credit
in the Clerk's Office at the prezent time.

Exierior Uiew of Buildings Occupied by CTailor Shop
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Power House
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Penitentiary Coal Mine
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rison cManagement
ast cAnd Lresent

ANY of our readers will no doubt be interested to note the

.|| many improvements that have taken place in the West
Virginia Penitentiary since its beginning in 1866, The
building shown elsewhere, and now used as the \Wagon
Gate to our modern prison, less then fifty yearsago was
the entire West Virginia Penitentiary.

To this little building at one time all the men convicted of
felony in the State were sent, and more than a hundred men
were there-in coufined; many of them for several years, and
when worked outside they were ouly allowed out in stripes and
chain, and strongly guarded. The photograph of the front of
our modern prison on the other page conveys a Hetter idea that
could be expressed by a mere written description of the wonder-
ful improvements that have taken place in prison architecture
during the last half century. :

But more wonderful than all has been the improvement in
prison management and reformative method brought about
within the last twenty-five years.

No doubt it is hard for citizens of West Virginia to realize
that within that time men have been beaten to death, or other
wise slaughtered, while undergoing brutal puunishment in their
state prison, yet such are the facts, :

Since prisons first were built, flogging has been a recognized
form of punishment for refractory prisoners.

There were several methods by which this torture wasin-
flicted.

In some prisons the unruly prisoner was forced to stand in
front of a post, to which his hands, extended above his head,
were tied.

Then with a cat-o’-nine tails,a whip of at least nine cowhide
lashes, often with wire interwoven so as to cut the flesh with
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every stroke, a hugky pricon guard, lashed the prisoner across
the bare back.

These whips cut deep—each of its burning tonoues digging
through the skin of the victim. Blood spurted from the cuts
as the prisoner howled in pain.  Often the flogging went ou
until the prisoner fainted.

Many men have died under the tongue, and there are many
men in and out of prison who carry deep scars on their hacks
caused by the wounds of the cat-o-nine tails. !

Another instrument of torture which was once used in this
prison was a big strap about two inches wide made of picces of
harness leather sewed together.

When soaked in water over night, dipped in sand and vie-
orously applied to the bare flesh this caused most incrucinting
pain. In this, as well as most all others prisonsin the coun'ry
these forms of punishment have been discarded.

It is recorded here that women were paddled in this manner,
also. The only difference being that the women were dressed
in a very thin gown bh:fore the paddling was administered, but
this gown was generally torn to shreds before the punishmen
was over.

In looking over the police court records of the prison it is
found that paddling an buck and gagging were used daily in
punishnient, men and women for such petty offenses as laughing
talking. short task, impudence, not keeping stept in line, look-
ing at visitors,-and many other triffling violatious of the rules
of that time.

Another form of punishment once used here was known as
the “water cure.” This punishment was inflicted by suspend-
ing the prisoner in the air and playing a stream of cold wuater
over his naked body from the local fire hose.

This torture often resulted in fatal cause of pneumonia, and
it is recorded here that at least one man was killed by having
this powerful stream of water forced into his open mouth, his
jaws actually being bursted! ‘I'his Brutality, als), has long
since beeu discarded.

Underground dungeons in which men were alternately frozen
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The Old Time Way of Marching
and suffocated were also employed. Bucking and gagging was
another dreadful form of punishment which has likewise been
abolished by all humane prison officials.

This torture was inflicted usually in the following manner;
T'he prisoner was handeuffed, his hands slipped over in front of
his knees, his mouth forced open and filled with a large piece
of cork or wood and left in this condition until life was almost
extinct.

The only method of punishment now employed at this prison

is taking ‘‘good time,”” and loss of special privileges.

In ‘‘ye gocd old days’’ there was no such thing as a ‘‘lock-
out” or recreation period on the yard or in the celi. From
the shops the prisoners were marched back to their cells and
kept locked up until they were marched back to their nextday’s
task. Nor were they allowed to maich comlortably along with
arms swinging at ease. TheLock-stept March, a very unpleas-
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ant and tiresome method of stepping, with one hand upen the
shoulder of the man in front was universally employed. To
break this line or cause any disturbance in 1t, even by so much
as missing a step, resulted in severe punishment.

In coutrast with the Lock-step March, notice the picture of
the men on the recration yard, (appearing elsewhere 1in this
booklet) and-one can readily see the changes that have taken
placefor the bettering of prison conditions in this place.
~ The old forms of punishmeunt didn’t pay. ‘The bratal treat-
ment hardened the men, filling them with a spirit of revenge
which almost invariably made them seek to wreak their ven-
geance on society when vnce again they were released.

Also, in former times, it was generally thought that men
who were convicted of wrong doing were devoid of honor and
could not in any way be trusted. Iu thosedays when it became
necessary to work prisoners on the outside of the walls they
weie always shackled or worked with a ball and chain riveted
on their limbs or around their necks besides being counstantly
kept under the eyes of armed guards. Aund we have records of
numerous attacks upon guards resulting in loss of life and the
escape of scores of prisoners. We now have many men, in-
cluding life-termers, working on the outside, coming and going
almost at will and it is very seldom that one of them causes.
any trouble, proving that the more trust placed in a man and the
more like a human being he 1s treated, the better he becomes and
the fulher he can be lrusted, we predict thatin the immediate
future still greater improvements will be made.
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Note: We are indebted to Millard F. Compton, M. A., D. D., for much of the following

information, and which is taken from his booklet “The Mound Builders.’’

s HE State of West Virginia, by Legislative appropriaton,
8l secured possession of the famous Grave Creek Mouud in
1909; and although there has never been aun appropria-
tion to restore this relic of by-gone centuries to its or-

iginal and primeval semblance, it has been the State’s special
aim and desire that the mound be kept beautified and preserved.

This immense tumulus is the largest found in America and
one of the greatest monuments of America’s ancient people. It
is nine hundred feet in circumference at the base and seventy
feet in height, and is located directly opposite the front entrance
of the West Virginia penitentiary.

The country surrounding the mammoth mound is a rich
alumina plain of many hundreds of acres. This, in turn, is
surrounded by a high raunge of hills on the east, while the
Ohio River bounds on the west. It is said that at one time,
when the earth was youug, these prehistoric people occupied
this conutry aund their headquarters or capital city was at
Moundsville, where lived the patriarch or chief, and whose
burial place the mound is supposed to be.

Oun the hills overlooking the city of Mouundsville three small
stone towers have been found, evidently points of observation
that commanded every entrance to the valley. These towers
were circular and had a diameter of about twenty feet while
fallen stones showed their previous decay. The towerhas been
built without the marks of tools and were innocent of mortar.
One of them stood npon a high poiut in  Ohio, and the three
formed a giant triangle with the mound as the center. They
are supposed to have been watch towers and from their vantage
points any movement upon the expansive plains below would be
plainly discernible, and also for miles up and down the Ohio
River.



50

SouvENIR

punoy fo maiq juoag




West VIRGINIA PENIFENTIARY 51

If the reasons given in this article are correct, we are justified
in saying that this mound has been standing for more than
three thousand years, and was built before the beginning of
Hebrew, Grecian and Roman national life.

Go to Europe to see ancient things! ILook at this American
mound, the storms of thirty centuries have passed over it!

This mound was virtually undisturbed by the white men un-
til the year 1838.

The mound belonged to Mr. Jesse Tomlinson, whose father
had discovered it.

The work of opening the mound cost $2. 500.00; an amount

which in that day was a fortune. The work was carried on
under the direction of Abelard B. Tomlinson.  Actual work
of exploration began on March 19th, 1838, over eighty-nine
years ago. 'The explorers started on the north side and dug
a tunnel ten feet high and seven feet wide toward the center
of the mound. Atone hundred and eleven feet they came to

a room or vault eight feet wide, twelve feet long and seven feet
high.

Here they found that the great mouud was not built on the
level ground, but on a small elevation or kuoll ten ortwelve

feet high. This elevation became the center over and around
which the mound was built. The Mound Builders, before they
brought any soil from the outside, doubtless excavated the
center of this elevation in much the same way that we dig a
cellar, so that when it was completed they had a room in the

center of this elevation flush with its top. In this room made
of natural soil they placed upright timber along each side and
end to support the roof. When the room was completed and
filled, timbers were thrown across the top. These timbers were
covered with loose unliewn stone, common in the neighborhood.

When opened, the walls were in a bad state of decay and partly
fallen in, the timber showed considerable charcoal at the ends,
showing that they had been severed by fire instead of tools
proving that iron was unknown to the builders. The lack of
any of this metal in the mouud also held out this theory.

In this vault they found two human skeletons, far gone but
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yet enough bones to enable them to decide the size of the dead.
They were of average size, if anything, rather alittle under size.
Oue skeleton had no ornament nearit; the other was surround-
ed by six hundred and fifty ivory beads and an ivory instru-
ment some six inches long.

Let us again try to reproduce the further building of the
mound. After the first vault was filled and finished, the real

building of the mound began. How many thousand toiled in
carrying the soil will never be known. When the mound from

.the base of the vault had reached some forty-one feet, asecond

was built like the first. When the explorers, working now
from the top of the mound down, came to this room, again
there was great excitement. In this vault was found a single
skeleton, somewhat larger than the other, but in no sense a
skeleton of a giant. This was evidently a person of import-
ance, a royal personage, a great chief, or a high priest.

This skeleton was ornamented with copper rings, plates of
mica and boue beads. Over two thousand disks cut from shell
of an involute species were found here. The copper rings and

bracelets weighed about seventeen ounces. ‘T'he beads and
shell were about the neck and breast of the skeleton, while the
bracelets were upon the arms. These latter show the advance
of the builders from the stone to the copper age. An ivory or-
nament of irregular shape was also found in thisvault. Itwas
six inches long, 15 iuches wide at the center and tapered to
small ends, having oune oval and one flat side. A peculiar
white exudation of animal matter overhung the ceiling, evident-
ly caused by the decay of the body. The entire cranium of this
skeleton was sent to Dr. Morton of Philadelphia, and it is fea-

tured in his ‘‘Crania Americae.”’
When the second room or vault was finished and the body

placed in position the building of the mound was resumed.
From the color and condition of the soil from this second
vault to the summit, it is inferred that an altar was erected up-
on which offerings, and perhaps human beings, were burnt as
sacrifices to their gods. Oune interesting feature of the excava-
ting was the formation of the ground composing the mound.
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Snow-covered Diew of the Prehistoric Mound
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It resembled the surrounding soil and was of a sandy nature
to a depth of eight feet then blue spots were noticed; these in-
creased upon the near approach to the center until they were
so closely laid as to make a clouded appearance. FExamination
shewed that the spots contained bits of bone and ashes, which
led the investigators to believe that the entire mound had been
built of cremated bodies of the dead builders, piled about and
upon the vault of their dead chief and queen; while the other
chief, who had died later, was interred in the top vault.

Others maintain that the earth to build the mound was taken
from a large and regular shaped basin at no great distance from
the mound.

At many places near the mound humau bones have been
found; relics in large numbers and great variety have been
picked up. A number of beads picked up nearby were of por-
celain-like substance, aud a stone image representing a human
figure sitting in a cramped position, with face and eyes project-
ing upwards and hair knoted on back of head, was found.

The features of the figure, and especially the nose, were dis-
tinetlv Roman. Evideuce of other possible vaults in the mam-
moth mouund have been discovered since it was first opened.
[n the year 1880, R J. McFarlaud, one of the former owners,
discovered an opeuning in the mound and inserting a long pole,
he drew out alarge tuft of coarse, reddish hair. No further
examination was made at that time.

It is generally believed the Mound Builders had no written
language, at least there has been found no evidence of a written
language. A strangely engraved stone was found in the upper
vault and has ever since its discovery proved a source of mys-
tery to linguistsand archaeologists, who have been haffled in their
endeavors to learn the meaning of the strange characters that
are roughly, though distinctly, cut into the face of the stone.

The stone itself resembles an oval tablet, with the edge worn as
though by water, evidently the Olio River a short distance a-
way on the west. It is of white sand-stone about 34 of aninch
thick and an inch and a half in diameter.

A cut is here printed from the original:
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Sketch of Stone Found in Mound

No relic found in any mound has caused so much coutroversy
as the one pictured above. It was placed in the Smithsonian
Institute a few years after its discovery, where wax and plaster
casts were made of it and sent throughout the world in an effort
to have its meaning learned; but the mysterious characters
were never deciphered to the satisfaction of those versed in
such things.

The existence of the stone, which by famous and prominent
men of that day was considered the most importantdiscovery of its
kind ever made, has been doubted by many, but by Dr. Henry
R. Schooleraft, the leading archaeologist of his time, and many
others who saw the stone, these are branded as falsifiers. Dr.
Schooleraft says: ‘“T'he twenty-two characters can be classed as
follows: Greek, Etruscan, North Runic, Ancient Caelic, Old
Erse, Phoenician and Old British.”' The characters do not
represent any known language. It may have been only a
churm to protect the chief from hurtful powers.

Mr. Abelard B. Tomlinson in answer to the charge of fraud
made this solemn declaration: ‘I will, in the presence of God
before whom I must shortly expect to appear, being now sixty-
eight years old, give the event of my finding it, according
to my recollection, whichis clear and distinet, although 38
years have elapsed since the event...this stone was found in
the upper vault...I removed it with my own hands, as I
supposed from its ancient bed, believing it to be a genuine
antiquity.’’

As said before, the Mound Builders left no writings, if they
knew how to write, as to where they came from, when they
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came, how they came, their number or how they disappeared.
The statement that the inseription on the engraved stone tells
us where the Mound Builders came from, their number and
the cause of their disappearance is untrue, there is mnot a
particle of truth in any such assertion. There is not a scrap
of evidence that they were destroyed by the Black Plague; or
that they came from Phoenica, and many like statements.

In regard to the skeltons found—this must be remembered.
that there were not three whole or complete skeletons, only
part of the bones of three persons. Most of the bones had
gone to dust, part of them crumbled when air was admitted. It
was with difficulty that enough boues could be placed to enable
them to estimate the size of the person buried. That anyone
possessed and exhibited one of the skeletons or thatthe skel-
etons were sold te England is without foundation in fact, such
statements are, however, in line with many unsupported dec-
larations about the Mound Builders, such as they were giants
in size, when the facts all show that they were ounly of average
size.

As we view the mound we cannot but be impressed with the
thought that more than three thousand years it has stood a
noble sentinel, ever reminding us of the great people who
thronged this valley when the world was young.

The two rooms destroyed could be restored with but little
cost to the state. Again it would become a center of interest
and when the good roads are completed huundreds of visitors
would come from the east, west, north, and south to view this
great monument of a departed people.
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Sunday School
AND

Bible Class

Religious instruct-
ious at thisinstitution
is not confined to at-
tendance upon Chapel
Sunday mornings but
Classes for the system
-atic study of the Bible
have been organized a-
mong the prisoners.

Mrs. Emma Moore

Scott, affectionately
kuown to all the in-
mates as ‘‘The Prison
Mother”” is in general
charge of the Sunday
School; her work is ab-
ly supplemented by a

5

Myrs. Emma Moore Scoft

corps of able, upright and devout persons who come in each
Sunday, often at personal inconvenience and regardless of the
weather, to bring hope and an increased knowledge of a better
life to come for all| including the shut-ins.

The Bible Class was organized by men in the institution
who seek a more exhaustive and comprehensive study, than is
possible in the time ordinarily allotted to the regular Sunday
School, the class meets in the Library each Sunday after Chapel
with their teacher Miss. Pearl Dorsey, where a systematic and
supervised study of both the Old and New Testument is taken
up; the curriculum adopted for the Class has been especially
prepared and the instruction is equivalent to thatin the famous
Bible Classes for meu, in the large Churches of the Cities.
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Wardensof The West

Virginia Penitentiary

NAME YEARS
George S. McFadden... ... . 1866-1870
WiillliamaBo Sartls - feilf o b s e L e il SO PR
Thomas WsShalleross. oo o oo Sl 1871-1873
Wathamely wBridees. . detos 078 o0 e Daaic el S ISTRSISRE
Mhomas 3. P West Lo ey oot ey e O 1881-1885
Johnly Pecke b St il b wld ol s v bR SElG B
Fdwatd’ Robertson. S8 ng ein ) = e o = 1887-1889
Y LS VS OB 2 £ IO IAID S e g, . SR e T B S el U
SamuelAa Hawlel e @i s = 2 oon Lo ases o oS 8 04 LI
Chagles B Haddox 0 o) Lot e g e 1901-1908
C. G. Dawson(Acting) Warden)....._..............1908-1909
Joseph B sMattlews - tot il Lot SR
MiEEpl B LS essiEgaIRe ity 11| S nosl ol ool e L Ol e O et
MoZ - Wikite - S 02 sl i, =gt B T S 1o AT G R
JoiZiidieptell o L i e e S e 1918:1923
S Smlth o VU sl RS S S L D 8 e
I,. M. Robmson ................................... : % ATy SN R D

Warden Haddox died in oﬁzce February 7, 1908
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Main Dining Room— Steward and Waiters in Backgr ound
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Sxecutions

West Virginia enforces Capital Punishment by hanging, and
any person sentenced to be execuled 1s transferred to the peniten-
lary lo await the day set for the execution. Many years ago il was
the practice to hang those sentenced lo pay the extreme penally in
the county in which the conviclion was secured, and the sheriff of
the county had charge of the execution. Today. all execution and
carred out al the penitetiary nnder the supervision of the Warden.

The following 1s a list of all men cxeuted within the prison up

to November 1st. 1928:

Name

Shep Caldwell
Frank Broadenax
Frank \Valker
George Carter
louis Young
John Mooney
Perry Christian
State Henry
Wilfred Davis
Geo. Williams
Frank Johnson
Arthur Brown
Thomas Wayne
Frank Stevenson
Frank Friday
Jesse Cook
Wm. Furbish
James Williams
John Marshall
Henry Sterling
John Hix
Henry Green
Stlas Jones

Color

County Crime
McDowell Murder
12 »
Fayette &
Kanawha o
McDowell
Ohio &
Fayette ¢
Wetzel 7
Randolph "’
Jefferson Rape

Harrison Murder
McDowell e

Fayette 2
Mercer &
e 33

McDowell !
Harrison Rape
MecDowell Murder

1

b ik} 2fo s
Mingo 2
Cabell =)

‘Executed

Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Mar.
May.

June.
Oct.
June.
Sept.
July.
Aug.
Dec.

Feb.

1%

Apr.
1)

n

Mar.
July.

1899
1899
1899
1902
1902

1902

1902
1902

1903
1904

1908
1909
1910
1911

. 1902
Mar.
Mar.

1911
1911

1913

190X
ek

June.

1913
1914
1914
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Wm. Stuart B Greenbier "’ S i
Wm. Thomas ¢ Ohio X (SRS o h
Matt Jarrell w Kanawah July. 1915
Charles Forrest B McDowell Sept. 1915
Claude Sutton W Randolph Aug. 1916
James Lay 4 MeDowell 7 Sept. 1916
Hugh Ferguson B Morgan Rape Aug. 1919
Hugh J.Bragg W Webster Murder  Apr. 1920
Jacob Lutz 2! Taylor 4 July. 1921
Hobart Grimm W Brooke 0 Aug. 192]
Henry Harbor B McDowell Oct. 1921
Leroy Williams e Kanawha Mar. 1922
Mouroe Peyton & Berkeley May. 1922
George Barrage W Brooke Murder Nov. 1923
Dick Ferri i Y Harrison s - Jan. 1924
Phillip Connizzaro "’ Harrison . " Jan. 1924
Nick Salamante 2 Harrison "’ Jan. 1924
Sam Muratore 2 Harrison 7 Jan. 1924
Tiny MeCoy ” Pocahontas '’ Sept. 192
Robert Ford B Harrison " Jan, 1926
Harry Sawyer A Mingo  Rape Apr. 1926
Philip Euman £ Harrison Murder  Aug. 1926
Henry Jackson s McDowell 7 Sept. 1926
Pierce Jeffries 2 Greenbrier Rape Feb. 1927
Homer Swain W Wood b Feb. 1928
Andrew Brady B Hardy Rape Mar. 1928
Lawrence Fike W Preston  Murder Aug. 1928

=
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Q 0vernors

NAME CounNTv

‘Arthur Ingram Boreman Wood
From June 20, 1863 to February 26, 1869
Daniel D. T. Farnsworth Upshur
I From February 27, 1869 to Ma.tch , 1869

William Erskine Stevenson Wood
From march 4. 1871 to march 3,1871

Jolin Jeremiah Jacob Hampshire
From march 4. 1871 to March 1877

Henry Mason Mathews Greenbrier
From March 4. 1877 to March 3, 1881

Jacob Peeson Jackson Wood

% From March 4. 1881 to Mareh 3, 1885
Emanuel Willis Wilson Kanawha
From March 4, 1885 to February 5, 1890
Aretas Brooks Fleming Mariou

From February 6, 1890 to March 3, 1893

William Alex. McCorkle s Kanawha
From March 4, 1893 to March 3, 1897

G. W. Atkinson Ohio

From March 4, 1897 to March 3, 1901
Albert B. White Wood

From March 4, 1901 to March 3, 190F
William M. O. Dawson Preston

From March 4, 1905 to March 3, 1905
William I. Glasscock Monongalia

From March 4, 1909 to March 3, 1913
Heunry D. Hatfield MecDowel

From March 4, 1913 to March 3, 1917
_]ohn Jacob Cornwell Hampshire

From March 4, 1917 to March 3, 1921
Ephraim Franklin Morgan  Marion
From March 4, 1921 to March 3, 1925
Howard M. Gore Harrison
From March 4, 1925 to—

Porirics
Republican
Republican
Republican
‘Democrat
Democrat
Iﬁ)cmoc‘rzlt
Democrat

Democrat

Democrat
Republican
Republican
Republican
Republica’n
Republican

Demntocerat
Republican

Republican

Daniel Farnsworth, as President of the Senate, filled the unexpired term of Governor,

Boreman, who had been elected to the United States Senate.
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PAROLE LAW
SECTION 4682 OF THE CODE OF 1906

The Governor shall have authority, under such rules
. and regulations as he may prescribe, to issue a parole or
permit to go at large, to any convict who now is, or hereafter
may be, imprisoned in the penitentiary of this State, under sen-
tence other than a life sentence, who may have served the mini-
mum term provided by law for the crime for which he was con-
victed, and who hasnot previously served two terms of imprison-
ment in any penal institution for felony.

Every convict, while on parole, shall remain in the legal
custody and under the control of the Governor, and shall be
subject at anytime to be taken back within the enclosure of
the penitentiary for any reason that shall be satisfactory tothe
Governor, and at his sole discretion; and full power to re-take.
and return any such paroled convict to the penitentiary is here-
by expressly conferred upon the Governor, whose written order,
when attested by the Secretary of State, shall be a sufficient
warrant, authorizing all officers named therein to return to
actual custody in the penitentiary any such paroled convict,
and it is hereby made the duty of all officers to execute said
order the same as an ordinary criminal process.

This act shall not be construed to operate in any sense asa
release of any convict paroled under its provisions, butsimply
as a permit granted to such convict to go without the enclosure
of the penitentiary, and while so at large he shall be deemed
to serving out the sentence imposed upon him by the court,
and shall be entitled to good time the same as if he were con-
fined in the penitentiary.

Editors Note: The above Law adopied over twenty years ago
has never been Amended or Modernized ~ During the last two
years, to wit: 1926-27; there have been Puroled under the Law
318 Prisoners. During the same period only 13 or approximately
four per cent were relurned to the Prison for violation of Parole:
Thus proving irrefutably, that prisoners towhom Executive Clem~

ency is extended, if given an opporlunity—another chance—Do
Make Good.



OPPORTUNITY

They do me wrong who say I come no more
When once I knock and fail to find you in;
For evety day I stand outside your door
And bid you wake, and rise to fight and win.

* Wail not for precious chances passed away!
Weep not for golden ages on the wane!
Each night I butn the records of the day

At sunrise every soul is born again!

- Dost thou behold thy lost youth all éghast?

Dost reel from righteous Retribution’s blow?
"Then turn from blotted archives of the past
And ﬁnd the ﬁ.lture s pages white as snow.

- Att thou a mourner? . Rouse thee from thy spell;
Art thou a sinner? Sins may be forgiven;
Each motning gives thee wings to flee from Hell,

~ Each night a star to guide thy feet to Heaven.

‘Laugh like a boy at splendors that have sped,

To vanished joys be blind and deaf and dumb; - |

My judgment seals the dead past with its dead,

But never bind a moment yet to come.

Though deep in mire, wring notyourhandsand weep
I lend my arm to all who say I can!”
No shame-faced outcast ever sank so deep
. But yet might rise and be again a man.

~—Walter Malone



