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M1NiNG LAW OF WEST VIRGINIA.

AN ACT; to create the department of mines,
to provide a more e�icient system of mine
inspection, to re-district the state for the
purposeof mine inspection, and to regu-
late mining operations

[Passed February 22, 1907. In e�ect ninety days
from passage. - Approved by the Governor,
February 27, 1907.]

Sec.
1. Department of mines created: its purpose;

chief of department of mines; his com-
pensation and duties; penalties for viola-
tions; quali�cations; chief of department
of mines now in o�ice; successor_:; when
to begin; term of o�ice; how salary and
traveling expenses paid.

2 District mine inspectors; term of of�ce; by
whom appointed; salary; l1ow paid;
quali�cations of; removals; duties; va-cancies. &#39;

&#39;3. District mine inspectors to make report;
when; what to contain; report of chief of
department of mines; where �led; to be.
printed and distributed.

4. Mining districts.
5. Operators to make surveys and maps of

mines; what to show; true copy to be
delivered to district mine inspector; to �
be surveyed twice a year if mine in oper-
ation; what maps to show; changes to
be extended on map held by inspector.

6. - If operator neglect or fail to furnish map;
&#39; what then; expense of making maps; by

Whom paid.
7. Plan of proposed developments to be sub-

mitited to district mine inspector before
ma e.



8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.�

19.

4

Duty of mine foreman or assistant before be-

To

ginning work; inexperienced persons to
work under direction of mine foreman
or assistant; when not lawful to allow
persons to work in mines; two openings
required; condition of openings; provi-
sions not applicable under certain condi-
tions; penalty for violations.
maintain metal speaking tube, etc., ma-
chinery to be inspected; how. often; pen-
alty for violations.

Machinery to be in charge of competent and
sober engineers; no more than ten per-
sons to ride on cage or cars; safety
holes; penalty for violation.

Provisions for proper ventilation of mines;
penalty ifor violations; amount of
powder to be taken into mine and how
carried; penalty for violation.

Precautions to be used in case of �re damp

Fan power to be u-sed for ventilation;
and other gases; penalty for violation.

tilation to be maintained day and night
in gaseous mines; not required to keep
fan going when mine shut down for
repairs; required to employ �re boss or
bosses; quali�cations; . duties of; pen-
alty for violations.

Locked safety lamps to be used in certain

Operator to furnish facilities to

mines; lamps the property of operator;
to be in" charge of some person desig-
nated by �re boss; at least two lamps
to be kept at every mine; penalty for
violation.

Mine foreman to be employed; his quali�-
cations and duties; mine foreman to
notify operator of requirements; duty of
operator as to matters complained of;
penalty for violation.

inspector
for entering mine; duty of inspector
when mine is in unsafe condition; owner
or operator may apply to circuit court
for order directing mine to be re-opened;
notice of hearing, to whom given;
ofattorney general.

Boys under fourteen years of age and fe-
male persons not to be employed in
mine; penalty for violations.

Employees not to do any act that endangers

Intimidation of employees prohibited;

life or property; penalty for violation;
if operator refuse to furnish necessary
supplies and loss of life result from such
refusal a right of action for damages
may ensue.

pro-

V¬D.- .

duty .
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vision not construed as to prevent asso-
ciation of persons for lawful purposes;
penalty for violation.

20. Operators to make report on accidents; no-
tify coroner; power and duties of mine
inspector in case of explosion or acci-
dent; penalty for violation.

21. Operator to make annual reports to the
chief of the department of mines; what
reports to contain; penalty for violation.

22. Penalty for permitting work to be done. in
the mine in violation of instructions is-
sued by mine inspector.

23. Mine inspector to prescribe conditions under
which solid shooting to be done. �

24. Steam locomotives not to be used in mines,
except, .etc.; penalty for violation. &#39;

25. Operators to adopt rules for government and
operation of mines; to be posted; pen-

- alty for violation.
26. Courts having concurrent jurisdiction in all

prosecutions; right of appeal.27. To what mine laws apply; inconsistent acts .
repealed.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West
Virginia:

Sec. 1. There is hereby created an exec-
utive department to be known as the �De-
partment of Mines� which shall have for
its purpose the supervision of the execution
and enforcement of all state laws pertaining
to the lnsp-ection of mines, heretofore and
hereatfer enacted for the- safety of persons
employed within or at the mines within this
State, and the protection of mine property
and other property used in and in connec-
tion therewith; and the-said department of
mines shall be in charge of an o�icial to be�
known as the chief of the department of
mines, who shall have full charge of said de-
partment, and who shall superintend and
direct the inspection of mines as herein pro-
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vided and as provided by any other state
law not in con�ict with this act.

�The chief of the department of mines
shall keep a record of all inspections made
by himself and the district mine inspectors,
which shall be a permanent record properly
indexed; the record of the departmentpof
mines shall at all times be open to inspec-
tion by any �citizen of this State, and upon
the request of the governor of the state
the chief of the dep.artment~of mines shall
lay said records before said oi�cer, also maps
of mines furnished the chief of the depart-
ment of mines by the district mine inspect-
ors; any chief of the department of mines
who shall -violate any �of the provisions of
this act shall,, upon conviction, be �ned� not
less, tnan twenty-�ve nor more than two hun-
dred dollars, and may in the discretion of
the court be imprisoned in the county jail
not exceeding one year.

The chief. of the -department of mines
shall be a ma.le citizen of West Virginia,
and shall be a competent person, having
had at least -eight years� experience in the
working, ventilation and drainage of coal
mines in this state, and having a_ practical
and scienti�c knowledge of all noxious and
dangerous gases found in such mines, and
to enable the said chief of the department of
mines to perform his duties he shall have
the same authority to visit, enter and ex-
amine, the mines as is conferred upon the
district mine inspector, and he shall have the
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authority to call the assistance of any one
of the district mine inspectors to any dis-
trict in the state. . �

The present� chief mine inspector of this
state, who according to this act, is desig-

-nated as chief of the department of mines,
shall continue in of�ce under the title of chief
of the department of mines until July one,

- one thousand nine hundred and nine, the
expiration of the term for which he Was
appointed as chief mine inspector, or until
his successor shall be duly appointed and
quali�ed, unless sooner removed as pro-
vided by law; and the governor of this
state, shall with the consent of the senate,
appoint a chief of the department of mines
Whose term of of�ce shall begin July one,
one thousand nine hundred and nine, and
shall be for four years, or until his �succes-
sor shall be duly appointed and quali�ed;
and the governor, with the consent of the
senate, shall each four years thereafter,
appoint a chief of the department of mines
for the term of four years or until his suc-
cessor be appointed and quali�ed.

The salary of the chief of the department
of mines, shall be tWenty�four hundred dol-
lars, and travelingexp-enses, which shall be
paid monthly out of the state treasury upon
a requisition upon the state auditor, prop-�
erly certi�ed by the chief of the department-
of .mines.

Sec. 2. Within thirty days after this act
becomes a law the chief of the department.
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of mines shall app.oint such an additional
number of district mine inspectors, which
with those now in of�ce, shall give one in-
spector for each mining district within the
state, as hereinafter provided, whose term
of of�ce shall expire the �rst day of July,
one thousand nine hundred and nine, or
when their successors be appointed and qual-
i�ed, unless sooner removed as provided by
law, and he shall direct or prescribe in which

- of said districts each of said inspectors shall
serve; and he shall each four years there-
after appoint one inspector for each of said
districts. �

The salary of each district mine inspector
shall be eighteen hundred dollars per an-
num, and actual expenses; such salary and
expenses shall be paid monthly out of the
state treasury upon the approval of the chief &#39;

of the department of mines; _p7&#39;om&#39;ded, that
before payment of such expenses shall be
made to the inspector he shall �le an account
of such expenses, veri�ed by his affidavit,
showing that they accrued in the discharge
of his o�icial duties; every person so appoint-
ed district mine inspector must be a citizen
of West Virginia, having a practical knowl-
edge of mining and the proper ventilation and
drainage of mines and a knowledge of the
gases met with in coal mines, and must be
a miner of at least six years� experience in
coal mines, or having otherwise been engaged
as an employee for six years within coal
mines, and he shall not while in of�ce, be in-
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terested as owner, operator, agent, stockhold-
er, superintendent or engineer of any coal
mine,:and he snall be of good moral character
and temperate habits. An inspector of mines
shall be removed from office by the chief of
the department of �mines of this state for
incompetency, neglect of duty, drunkenness,
malfeasanceand for other good causes.

Each of the district mine inspectors shall _
report in Writing monthly to the chief of the
department OI mines thenumber and condi-
tion of all mines inspected by him during
each month and shall �deliver to the operator
or operators of each mine inspected at certi�-
cate of inspection, and shall post a duplicate
certi�cate at a prominent place of the oper-
ating company Where it may be conven-
iently read by any of the mine employees;
said duplicate certi�cate shall remain posted
until a subsequent certi�cate is issued by
the district mine inspector, and he� shall
visit each mine in his district at least once
in every three months or oftener if called .
upon in Writing by ten men engaged in any
one mine_, or the owner, operator or super-
intendent of such" mine, and make a per-
sonal examination of the interior of� all~ I

� mines, and outside of the mine Where any
danger may exist to the workmen, in
their respective districts, and shall particu-
larly examine into the condition of the
mines as to ventilation, drainage and gen-
eral safety and shall make a report of such
examinations, and he shall see that all the
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provisions of the mining statutes are strictly
-carried out; and� it shall be unlawful for any -
district mine inspector "to .appoint any deputy
or other person to do and perform any Work
required of �such inspector; any mine. in-
spector, failing, to comply with the re-
quirements of this act shall be guilty of
.a misdemeanor, and upon conviction there-
of shall be �ned not less than one hun-
dred dollars nor_ more than �ve hundred
-dollars and be dismissed from office; the
-chief ofthe department of mines and the
«district mine inspectors shall each before
entering upon the discharge of his duties
take oath of office prescribed by the constitu-
...on and shall furnish bond in the sum of two
thousand dollars, with security to be ap-
proved by the governor, conditioned upon
the faithful discharge of his duty, a certi-
�cate of which oath and bond shall be �led
in the of�ce of the secretary ofstate. Va-
cancies in the office of the department of
�mines or district mine inspector shall� be
"�lled by appointment for the unexpired
�term.

Sec. 3. Each district mine inspector shall,
.for each year ending the thirtieth day- of

June, make a written report to the chief of -
the department of mines of his proceedings,
-stating therein the number of mines in his
district, the improvements made in and at
the mines, the extent to which this act is
obeyed or violated, and such other informa-
tion in relation to mines and mining as he
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may deem of public interest, or as may be
required of him by the chief of the depart-
ment of mines; he shall also suggest or rec-
ommend such legislation on the subject of
mining as he may think necessary; such re-
port shall be �led with the chief of the de-
partment 0f\II1iI1¬S on or before the thirtieth

�day of September next succeeding the year
for which it was made; the chief of the de- &#39;
partment of mines shall annually make a full
and complete Written report of his proceed-
ings to the governor of the state for the year
ending the thirtieth of June; such report
shall include the reports of the district mine
inspectors, the number of visits and inspec-
tions made in the state by the �district _in-
spectors, the quantity of coal and coke pro-
duced in the state, the number of men em-&#39;
ployed, number of mines operated, ovens in

and out of blast, improvements made, pros-
ecutions, etc., and such other information in
relation to the subject of mines, mining in-
spection a11d needed legislation as he may
deem of «public interest and bene�cial to the

mining interests of the state; such report
shall be �led with the governor on or before

thethirtieth day of December next succeed-
ing the year for which it was made, and such
report shall be printed upon. the requisition
of the governor and in order that the report
shall be annually printed and distributed
among the opertors, miners and citizens of
the state, the sum of" �fteen hundred dollars
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annually is hereby appropriated out of the
state treasury for this special p.urpose.

Sec. 4. The chief of the department of
mines, by and withthe approval of the gov-
ernor, shall within thirty days after this act
becomes a law, divide the state into twelve
miningdistricts in such a manner as to
equalize.as far as practicable the work of.
each district inspector.

Sec.�5. The operator or agent of every
coal mine shall,&#39;within six months after the
pa.ssage of this act, make or cause to be

�made, unless already made and �led, an ac-
curate map or plan of such mine, on a scale
to be stated thereon, of one hundred or two
hundred feet to the inch; such map or plan
shall show the openings or excavations, the
shafts, slopes, entries, airways with darts or
arrows showing direction of air currents,
headings, rooms, pillars, etc., and such por-
tions of such mine or mines as may have
been abandoned, the general inclination of
the coal strata, and so much of the property
lines a.nd the outcrop of the coal seam of the
tract of land on which said mine is located,
as may be within one thousand feet of any
part of the workings of su_ch mine; .a true
copy of" such map or plan, shall within the
six months aforesaid be delivered by such
operator to the inspector of his district, to be.
preserved among the records. of his of�ce
and turned over� to his successor in office;
but it is provided that in no case shall any
copy of the same be made without the con-
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sent of the operator or his agent; and the
original map, or a true copy thereof, shall be
kept by such operator at the office of the
mine, and open at all reasonable times for
the examination and use of the inspector,
and such operator shall, twice within every
twelve months, and not more than seven
months apart, while the mine is in operation,
cause such mine to be surveyed and the map
thereof extended so as to accurately show
the progress of the workings, the property
lines and outcrop as above provided and he
shall» immediately thereafter notify the in-
spector of his district who shall forward to
the said operator, or his engineer, the maps
held by such inspector to be extended as
above required.

Sec. 6. If the operator or agent of any
coal mine shall neglect or fail to furnish to
the mine inspector of his district any copy
of map or extension thereof as provided in
preceding section of this act, the mine in-
spector is hereby authorized to cause acor-
rectsurvey and map or plan of said coal mine
or the extension thereof to be made at the ex-
pense of the operator of such mine, the cost
of which shall be recoverable from said op-
erator as other debts are recoverable by law;
and if at any time the chief of the depart-
ment of mines have reason to believe that
such map or plan or-extension thereof fur-
nished in pursuance of the preceding sec-
tion, be materially incorrect such as will not
serve the purpose for which it was intended,
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he may have survey and map or plan or the
extension thereof made or corrected and the
expense of making such survey and map or
plan or extension thereof under the direc-
tion of said chief of the department of mines,
shall be paid by the operator and the same
may be collected as other debts a_re recovera-
ble by law; and if found correct the expense
thereof to be paid by the state. _

Sec. 7. After the passage of this act each
operator of a coal mine, before making any
additional mine openings, shall furnish the
district mine inspector of the district in
which the mine is located, a plan of the pro-
posed openings and mine development.

Sec. 8. After six months from and after
the passage of this act, it shall be the duty
of the mine foreman or the assistant mine
foreman of every coal mine in this state to
see that every person employed to Work in
such mine shall_, before beginning to Work�
therein, be instructed as to the particular
danger, incident to his Work in such mine,
and furnished a copy of the mining law and
rules of such mine: -»

Every inexperienced person so employed
shall work under the direction of the mine
foreman, his assistant or such other experi-
enced Worker as may be designated by the
mine foreman or assistant until he is fa-
miliar with the danger, incident to his Work,
and it shall be unlawful for the operator,

_ agent or mine foreman of -any coal mine, to
employ any person to work in said mine, or
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permit any persons to be in said mine for the
purpose of working therein, unless they are
in communication with at least two openings
or outlets, separated by natural strata, of not
less than one hundred feet in breadth, if the
mine be worked by shaft, and of not less than
�fty feet in breadth at the outlets, if worked
by slope or drift; to each of said outlets
there shall be �provided from the interior of�
the mine, a safe and available roadway prop-
erly drained, which shall at all times, while
tne mine is in operation, be kept free from all
obstructions that might prevent travel there-
on in case of an emergency, and if either of
said outlets be by shaft, it shall be ��tted
with safe and available appliances; such as
stairs or hoisting machinery, which shall at
all times, when the mine is in operation, be�
kept in order and ready for immediateuse,
whereby persons employed in _the mine may
readily escape-in case of� an accident.

This section shall not apply to any mine
while work is being prosecuted with reason,-
able di-lig-ence in making communication be- -

_ tween said outlets, necessary repairs and re-
moving obstructions, so long as not more
than twenty persons are employed at any
one time in said mine; neither shall it apply
_to any mine, or p.art of a mine, in which a
second outlet has been rendered unavaila-
ble by reason of the �nal robbing of pillars,
preparatory to abandonment, so long as not
more than twenty persons are employed
therein at any one time.
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For violation� of this section the operator,
agent or mine foreman, shall, upon convic-
tion, be �ned not less than �fty nor more
than �ve hundred dollars, or be imprisoned
in the county jail 11ot less than ten nor more
than ninety days, in the discretion of the
court, ,

Sec. 9. The operator or agent of every
coa.l mine Worked by shaft shall forthwith
provide, and hereafter maintain, a metal tube
from the top to the bottom of such shaft
suitably adapted to the free passage of sound
through which conversation may be held be-
tween persons at the top and at the bottom
of the shaft, also the ordinary means of sig-
naling, and an approved safety catch and a
sufficient cover overhead on every carriage
used for lowering or hoisting persons, and at
the top of the shaft an approved safety gate,
and an adequate brake on the drum of every
machine used to lower or hoist persons in

. such shaft; and the said operator or agent
shall hav-e the machinery used for lowering
or hoisting persons into or out of the mine
kept in safe condition and inspected once in
each twenty-four hours, by some competent
person; and there shall be cut out or around
tne side of hoisting shaft or driven through
the solid strata at the bottom thereof �a trav-
eling Way of not less than �ve feet high and
three feet Wide to enable a person to pass
th3 shaft in going fromone side of it to the
other Without passing over or under the
cage or other hoisting apparatus.
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Any operator or agent� who shall_ fail or
refuse to comply with L�e requirements of
this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and upon conviction shall be �ned not less
tnan�fty nor more than �ve hundred dollars,
or be imprisoned in the county jail not less
than thirty days nor more than one year, in
the discretion of the court.

Sec. 10. No operator or agent of any coal
mine, Worked by shaft or slope, shall place
in charge of any engine, used for lowering
into or hoisting out of said mine persons em-
ployed therein, any but competent and sober
engineers; and no engineer in charge of such
machinery shall alloW.any person except such
as may be deputed for that purpose by the
operator or agent, to interfere with any part
of the machinery; and no person shall inter-
fere With or intimidate the engineer in the
discharge of his duties; and in no case shall
more than ten p.ers-ns ride on any cage or
car at one time, and no person shall ride on
a loaded cage or car in any shaft or slope.�

All slopes, engine-planes or motor roads»
used by persons in any mine, shall be made
of sufficient width to permit persons to pass
moving cars with safety, or refuge holes of
ample dimensions, and not more than sixty
feet apart, shall be made on one side of said
slope, engine-plane or motor-roads; such ref-
uge holes shall be kept free from obstruc-
tions, and the roof and side thereof shall be

"made secure and .be kept White Washed at
all times;. no person shall travel on foot to



18

or from his workupon any slope, �engine-
plane or motor-roads when other good roads
are provided for that purpose. &#39;

For violation of the foregoing provisions
of this section the operator or agent or mi-
ner shall upon COI1V1CL10I1, be �ned not less
than �fty nor more than �ve hundred dol-
"lars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not
less than ten nor more than ninety days, in
the discretion of the court.� -

Sec..11. The operator, agent or mine fore-
man of every coal mine, whether Worked by
shaft, slope or drift, shall provide and here-
after maintain for every such mine amr�
means of ventilation, affording no less than
one hundred cubic feet of air per minute for
each, and every person employed in such
mine, and as much more as the district mine
�inspector may require, which shall be circu-
lated around the main headings and cross
headings and Working places, to an extent
that will dilute, render harmless and carry
�off the noxious and dangerous gases gener-
ated therein; and as the Working places
"shall advance break-throughs for air shall be
made not to exceed eighty feet apart in pil- -
lars, or brattice shall be used, so as to prop-
erly ventilate the face, and all the break-
tnroughs between the intake and return air-
Ways not required for the passage of air
-shall be closed with stoppings substantially
built with suitable material, which shall be
approved by the district mine inspector, so
as to keep the Working places Well ventilated.
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After six months from the passage of this
act, not more than sixty p.ersons shall be
permitted to Work in the same air current;
provided, that a larger number, not exceed-
ing eighty persons may be allowed by the
district mine inspector Where in his judg-
ment, it is impracticable to comply with the
foregoing requirement.

No operator, agent or mine foreman shall
permit any person to Work where they are
unable to maintain at least one hundred cu-
bic feet of air per minute, but this shall not
be construed to prohibit the operator from
employing men to make the place of em-
ployment safe and to comply with this re-
quirement; provided, fumthevg that While the
repair Work necessary to get the mine in
condition to comply with the law, no person
or persons shall be permitted to enter that
part of the mine affected except those actu-
ally employed in doing the necessary repair
Work.

In all mines accumulation of �ne dry coal
dust, shall as far as practicable, be prevent-
ed and such dust shall be kept properly wa-
tered down. &#39;

Eor violation of. the foregoing provisions
of this section the operator agent or mine
foreman, shall upon conviction, be �ned not
less than �fty nor more than �ve hundred
dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail
not less than ten nor more than ninety days,
in the discretion of the court.

No miner or other employee shall take
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into any mine in this state any larger quan-
tity of powder or other explosive than� he
may reasonably expect to use in any one
shift, and all powder shall be carried
into the mine in metallic cannisters of
a cap.acity not to exceed �ve pounds�; any
person violating this provision shall upon
conviction, be �ned� �ve dollars for each of-_
fense or imprisoned in the county jail not
exceeding ten days.� �

Sec. 12. In all mines generating �re
damp and Where there is every reason to
believe that gas Will be encountered in the
future Workings" and developments of the
mine, the minimum ventilation shall be one
hundred and �fty cubic feet per minute for
�each V and every person employed therein

and as much more as one or more of the
district mine inspectors may deem requisite
and all stoppings on the main entries shall�
be substantially built with suitable material,
which shall be approved by the district mine
inspector,� so as to keep the Working places
Well ventilated; doors on main haul Ways
shall be avoided in gaseous mines Where
practicable, and over casts built of masonry
or other incombustible material and of am-
ple strength shall be adopted, and where
doors are used they must be built in a sub-
stantial manner and hung so as to close

automatically when unobstructed.
For violation of the aforegoing provisions

of this section the operator, agent or mine
foreman, shall upon conviction, be �ned not
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less than �fty nor more than �ve hundred
dollars or be imprisoned in the county jail
not less than ten nor more than ninety days,
in the discretion of the court.�

All old unused workings and abandoned
parts of the mines must be protected by such
safe-guards as will prevent the dangerous
over�ow of any standing gas therein, and all
avenues leading thereto shall be so-arranged
�and conducted so as to give cautionary no-
tice to all such workmen in such mines of
the danger in entering therein; and in or-
der to secure the safety of the workmen in
general against the danger in said abandon-
ed or worked out parts of the mines, notices
shall be put up and kept standing, as far as
practicable, which shall afford warning to
all such workmen not to enter such parts of
said mine; and in addition thereto, all per-
sons other than those speciallw charged
with that duty, are hereby forbidden to en- &#39;
ter such abandoned parts of such mines
where gas may be found.

It shall be unlawful for any miner, after
having exploded in any Working place sixty
cubical inches or more of powder, in one or
more blasts, in any mine known to generate �
gas in large quantities to enter such working
place and attempt to resume work in any
manner whatever with a naked light in less
than twenty minutes after the blast has been
exploded.

And for violation of these provisions of
this act, such person or persons so offend-
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ing shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and
upon conviction thereof shall be �ned not
less than �ve dollars �nor more than �one
hundred- dollars and be con�ned in the coun-
ty jail not less than ten days nor more than
one year. In all mines where explosive gas,
or other gas of a dangerous or poisonous
nature. is known to generate in dangerous
quantities, the workmen shall be immediate-
ly instructed to withdraw from the mine in
case of the stoppage of the fan, or heavy falls
of the roof which may obstruct the main
intake or return airway until such obstruc-
tion is removed.

Sec. 13. And it_ shall be unlawful in all
mines where gas is being generated in dan-
gerous quantities to use any other.mechan-
ical power for ventilation purposes except
fan power, and the fan shall be kept in op-
eration night and day unlesswritten p.er-
mission be granted by the chief of the de-
partment of mines or the district mine in-
spector in whose districtthe mine is situ-°
ated; but no mine operator shall be required

_ to keep such fangoing where it is necessary
to shut down for the purpose of repairing
machinery or doing other work in the mines,
which may make it necessary.

It �shall be the duty of every mineowner
or operator in this state whose/for� mines
are known to generate �re damp or other
dangerous gas or gases in dangerous quan-
tities to employ a ��re boss� or �bosses�
where necessary, who shall be a citizen or
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citizens of this_ state, and have such knowl-
edge of �re damp and other dangerous gases
as to be able to detect the same with the use
of -safety lamps, and shall have a practical
knowledge of the subject of the ventilatione
of mines and the machinery and appliances
used for that purpose, and be a person with
at least three years� experience in mines gen-
erating gases; it shall be the duty of said �re &#39;�
boss or bosses where employed in said gas-
eous mines to prepare a danger signal with
suitable color at the mine entrance, and no
person except the mine owner, operator or
agent, and only then 111 case of necessity, shall
pass beyond this danger signal until the mine
has been examined by the �re boss, and the
same or certain parts thereof reported byhim
to be safe; it shall further be the duty of said
�re boss or bosses to go into all the work-
ing places OI such mine or mines where gas
is known to exist, or liable to exist in dan-
gerous quantities, and carefully examine the"
samewith a safety la.mp, and do, or cause
to be done, whatever may be necessary to re-
move from such working place or places,,all
dangerous gases and make the same safe for
persons to enter therein as workmen in such
mine or mines; such examination and re-
moval of said gases shall begin within three
hours before the time each shift commences
work and it shall be the duty of the said �re
boss at each examination to leave evidence
of his presence at the face of every working

� place examined, and if the mine is safe he
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snall remove the danger signal, or change
the color thereof to safety, in order that the
employees may enter said mine and begin
work; in the performance of the duties on
the part of the �re boss or bosses they shall
have no superior ofhcer, but all_tl1e employees
Working inside of said mine or mines shall
be subordinate to said �re boss or bosses in
this particular Work; the �re boss shall-upon
having comp-leted the examination of the
min-e before each shift, make a Written rec-
ord of the condition of the mine. Within a
book having a form prescribed by the chief
of the department of mines, which record
shall at all times be kept at the mine subject
to the inspection of the district mine in-
spector or chief of the department of mines;
it shall be unlawful for any person to enter-
said mine or mines for any purpose at the
beginning of Work upon each shift therein
until such signal or Warning has been given
�by said �re boss or bosses on .,the outside of
said mine or mines as to the safety thereof,
as herein provided, except under the direc-
tion of said �re boss or bosses, and then for
the purpose of assisting in making said
mine safe; and each person who shall enter

, such mine except as aforesaid, before such
notice or signal has been given, or any op-
erator, agent, or �re boss who shall violate

&#39; the provisions of this section, shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and up.on conviction there-
of shall be �ned not less than �fty dollars
nor more than �ve hundred. dollars, or im- �
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prisoned in the county jail not less than
�sixty days normore than one year.

Sec. 14. �Mines in which explosive gas is
generated in dangerous quantities from the
coal or adjacent strata shall be Worked ex-
clusivelyby the use of locked safety lamps,
and no open lamp nor torch shall be used
except as may be permitted in Writing by
the district mine inspector; the safety lamps
used for examining any mine or which may
be used for Working therein, shall be fur-
nished by, and be the property of the oper-
ator of the mine, and shall be in the charge
of some person to be designated by the �fire
boss� and at least two safety lamps shall
be kept at every coal mine whether such
mine generates fire damp or not.

Any operator, agent or other person who
shall fail or refuse to comply with the "re-
quirements of this section shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall

�be �ned not less than��fty nor more than
�ve hundred dollars, or be- imprisoned in
thecounty jail not less than thirty days nor
more than one year, in the discretion of the
court. _ &#39;

Sec. 15. In order to better secure the
proper ventilation of every coal mine and
promote the health and safety of persons

&#39; &#39; employed therein, the operator or agent shall

employ a competent and practical inside
overseer, to be called mine foreman, who
shall be a citizen of this state, and an expe-
rienced coal miner,- or any person having
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�ve years� eXperience~&#39;in a coal mine, who
shall keep a careful Watch over the venti-
lating �apparatus and the airways, travel-
ing Ways, pumps and drainage; and shall
see that as the miners advance their exca-
vations, proper break�throug&#39;hs are made, to
properly ventilate the mine, and that all
loose coal, slate and rock over head in the
Working places and along the haul Ways be
removed or carefully secured so as -to pre-
vent danger-to persons employed in such
mines; and that sufficient prop.s, caps and
timbers, as nearly as possible of suitable di-
mensions, are furnished for the places Where
they are to be used, and such props, caps
and timbers shall be delivered and placed
at such points as the rules for the govern-
ment of each respective mine provides for
them to be delivered; and every workman in
Want of props, cap pieces and timbers shall �
notify the mine foreman, or such other .
person who may be designated "for that
purpose, at least one day in advance giv-
ing the ,length and number of props. or

�tir_n�»bers� and cap pieces he requires; but
in case of an emergency the timbers may
be ordered� immediately upon the discovery
of any danger; and it shall be the duty of
each miner to properly prop and secure his
place in order to make the same secure for_ V
him to work therein. The said mine fore-
man shall have all water drained and hauled
out of the Working places Where the same
is practicable, before the miners enter and
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said working p1a&#39;ces kept dry as far as prac-
ticable while the miners are at work; it shall
be the duty of the mine foreman to see that
the cross-cuts are made as required _by law
and that the ventilation shall be conducted
though said cross-cuts into the rooms by
means of check doors placed on the entries
or other suitable places, and he shall not per-
mit any room to be opened in advance of
the ventilation current. Should the mine
inspector, discover any room, entry, airway
or other working places being driven in ad-

&#39; vance of the air current contrary_ to- the re-
quirements of this act he shall order the
workmen working such places to cease work
at once until the law is complied with.

And the mine foreman shall measure the
air current at least twice -each month at the
inlet and outlet and at or near the faces of
the advanced headings and shall keep a rec-
ord of such measurements in a book having
a form prescribed by the chief of the depart-
ment of �mines. An anemometer shall be
provided for this purpose by the operator
of the mine. ,

And in mines in which the operations are
so extensive that all the duties devolving
upon the mine foreman can not be discharg-
ed by one man, competent personshaving
had three years� experience in a coal mine
may be designated and appointed as assist-
ants, who shall act under the mine foreman�s
instruction, and shall be responsible for
their conduct in the discharge of their du-
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ties under such designation or employment.
. On all haulways space not less than ten
feet long and two feet six inches wide, be-
tween the wagon and the rib, shall be kept
open at distances not exceeding one hun-
dred feet apart, in which shelter from pass-
ing wagons may be had; it shall further be
the duty of the mine foreman to have bore
holes kept not less than twelve feet in ad-
vance of the face, and, where necessary, on
sides of the working places that are being
driven toward and in dangerous proximity
to an abandoned mine or part of mine sus-
pected of containing in�ammable gases or
which is �lled with water; on all haulways
where hauling is done by machinery of any
kind, the mine foreman shall provide a
proper system of signals and a conspicuous
light, and also for the carrying off a conspic-
uous light on the front and rear of every trip
or train of cars when in motion in a mine,
and when hoisting or lowering of men oc-
curs before daylight in the morning or at
evening after darkness, at any mine oper-
ated by shaft, the said mine foreman shall
provide and maintain at the shaft mouth
a light of a stationary character suf�cient
to show the landing and all surrounding ob-
jects distinctly, and su�icient light of a sta-
tionary character shall be located at.the bot-
tom -of the shaft.so that -persons coming to
the bottom may clearly discern the cages
and other objects closely contiguous thereto;
no cages on which men are riding shall be
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lifted or lowered at a rate of speed greater
than six hundred feet per minute; no mine
cars either empty or loaded, Shall be hoisted
while men are being lowered or hoisted, and
no cage having an unstable self-dumping
platform shall be used for the carrying of
�workmen unless thesame is provided with
some device by which the same may be se-
curely locked when men are being� hoisted
or lowered into the mine._

At every mine where ten men are employed
under ground it shall be the duty of the-
operator thereof� to keep always on hand at
the mine a properly constructed stretcher,
a woolen and a wate_r�proof blanket, and all
necessary requisites which may be advised
by medical practitioner employed by the
company, and if as many as one hundred
and �fty men be employed, two stretchers with
the necessary equipments as above advised;
the mine foreman, or his assistant, shall
visit and examine every working place in
the mine, every alternate day while the min-
ers of such places are at work and shall di-

-rect that each and every working place shall
be secured by props or timbers whenever nec-
essary, which shall be placed and used by
the miners working therein as in this act,
provided, to the end that such working-
places shall be made safe, and the said mine
foreman shall not permit nor shall any one
work in a place known to be unsafe unless it
be for the purpose of making it safe. The
mine foreman shall notify the operator or
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agent of the mine of his inability to com-
ply with any of the requirements of this sec-
tion, and �it shall then become the duty of
any operator or agent to at once attend to
the matter complained of by the mine fore-
man, so as to enable him to comply _with the
provisions hereof if the same can be practi-
cably done. Any operator or agent of any
coal mine, or other person Who shall neglect
to comply with the requirements of this sec-
tion shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be �ned not less than
�fty nor more than �ve hundred dol-
lars, or be imprisoned in the county jail
not less than ten days nor more than
ninety days at the discretion of the court.
Any mine foreman or �employee failing
to comply with this section shall, upon
conviction, be �ned not less than �ve dol-
lars, nor more than �fty dollars, or impris-
oned in the county jail not less than ten
days nor more than ninety days, in the dis-
cretion of the court. &#39;

Sec. 16. The operator or agent of- every
coal mine shall furnish the inspector proper
facilities for entering -such mine and mak-
ing examinations or obtaining information;
and if any inspector shall discover that any
mine does not in appliances for� the safety
of the persons employed therein, conform to
the provisions of this act, or that by reason

-of any defect or practice in or at such mine
the lives or health of persons employed
therein, are endangered, he shall immediate-
ly in Writing notify such operator or agent
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thereof, statingin such notice the particu-
lars in which he �considers such mine to be
defective or dangerous and if he deem it
necessary for .the protectionof the lives or
health of the persons employed in such mine,
he shall, after giving notice of one day to
the said operator or agent, in writing notify
immediately the chief of the department of
mines, who shall immediately examine the
mine reported t.o be unsafe, and if upon such
examination the mine reported to be unsafe
is in fact �found to be in an unsafe condition,
the chief of the department of mines shall
forthwith order the mine to be closed until
-it is placed in a safe and "proper condition
for mining operations; the owner or opera-
tor of any mine so closed may apply to the
circuit court wherein such mine is located, I
or the judge thereof in Vacation, by petition
for �an order directing said mine to be re-
opened, and such court or the judge thereof
in vacation shall immediately hear and de- .
termine the matters arising upon such pe- .
tition, and if upon �full hearing thereof the
court or the judge thereof in vacation shall
�nd that said mine is in a reasonably safe
condition, the prayer of said petition shall be
granted; but notice of said hearing shall be
given to the district mine inspector _or the
chief of the department of mines three days
at the least before said hearing; and in all
such hearings- the attorney general shall ap-
pear for the state and defend the same.

Sec. 17. No boy under fourteen years of
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age, nor female persons of a.ny age shall be
permitted to work in any coal mine, and in
all cases of doubt, the parents or� guardians
of such boys shall furnish affidavits of their
ages; any operator, agent of� mine foreman
who shall knowingly violate the provisions
of this section or any person knowingly mak-
ing a false statement as to the age of any
boy under fourteen years of age, applying
for work in any coal mine shall, upon con-
viction, be �ned not less than ten nor more
than �ve hundred dollars, or be imprisoned
in the county jail not less than ten nor more
than ninety days, in the discretion of the
court.

Sec. 18. No miner, workman or other p.er-
sons, shall knowingly injure any shaft, lamp,
instrument, air course, or brattice or obstruct
or throw open airways or carry matches or
open lights in the places worked by safety
lamps or disturb any part of the machinery
or appliances, open a door used for direct-
ing ventilation and not close it again, or en�-
ter any part of a mine against caution", or
disobey any order given in carrying out any
of the provisions of this act, or do any other
act whereby the life or health of any person
employed in the mine or the security of the
mine is endangered; any person who shall
violate the provisoins of this section shall
upon conviction, �be �ned not less than ten
nor more than �ve hundred dollars, or be
imprisoned in the county jail not less than
ten nor more than ninety days, in the discre-
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tion of the court; when any operator of a
mine shall in any manner refuse to furnish
all supplies necesasry for the mine foreman
to comply with the requirements of this act
after being so requested so to do and by rea-
son of such refusal, loss of life or injury may
result to any employee, a right of action for
damages may ensue againswtzgsiicli�employee &#39;
has not contributed to his o injury or loss.

Sec. 19. Nor shall any person or persons,
or combination of persons, by force, threats,
menaces, or intimidation of any kind, pre-
vent or attempt to prevent from working in
or about any mine, any person or persons who
have the lawful right to work in or about the

&#39; same, and who desiresso towork: but this
provision shall not be so construed as to pre-
vent any two or more persons from associat-
ing together under the name of knights of
labor, or any other name they may desire,
for any lawful purpose, or for using moral
suasion or lawful argument to induce any
one not to work in and about any mine; any

. person or persons who shall violate the pro-
visions of this section shall, upon conviction, g
be �ned not less than �fty nor more than �ve
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in� the
county jail not less than ten days nor more
than ninety days, in the discretion of the
court.

Sec. 20. Whenever by reason of any explo-
sion or other accident in any.coa1 mine, or
the machinery connected therewith, loss of
life or serious personal injury shall occur,
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it shall be the duty of the superintendent
of -the co1liery,&#39;and in his absence, the mine
foreman in charge of the mine, to give notice
forthwith, by mail or otherwise, to the� in-
spector of the district, stating the particu-
lars of such accident; and if any one is killed
thereby, to the coroner of the county also, or
in his absence or inability to act, to any jus-
tice of the peace ; and the said inspector shall,
if he deem it necessary from the facts� re-
ported, immediately go to the scene of such
accident and make such suggestion and ren-
der such assistance as he may deem necessary
for the future safety o-fthe men and investi-
gate the cause of such explosion or accident,
and make� a record thereof which he shall
preserve with the other records of his of�ce; &#39;
and to enable him to make such investiga-
tion, he shall have the power to compel. the
attendance of witnesses, and to administer
oaths or a�irmations; and the costs of such
investigation shall be paid by the county
in which such accident� occurred, in the same
manner as the costs of the coroner�s inquests
are now paid; if the coroner or justice shall
determine to hold an inquest upon the body
of any person killed, as aforesaid, "he shall
impanel a jury, no one of whom shall be di-
rectly or indirectly interested, and the in-
spector of mines, or the chief of the depart-
ment of mines, if present at such inquest,
shall have~the&#39; right to appear and testify and
to offer any testimony that may be relevant
and to question and cross-question any wit-
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ness; and the coroner or justice shall deliver
to the inspector a copy of the testimony and
verdict of the jury; any operator, agent, su-
perintendent or mine foreman who shall fail
to perform the duty provided in this section
shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misde-
meanor, and shall be �ned not less than ten.
nor more than �ve hundred dollars, or be
imprisoned in the county jail not less than
ten nor more than ninety days, in the discre-
tion of the court.

Sec. 21. The operator orvagent of every
coal mine shall annually, during the month
of July, mail or deliver to the chief of the
department of mines, a report for the pre-
ceding twelve months, ending with the thir-

A tieth day of June; such report shall state
the namesof the operators and officers of
the mine, the quantity of coal mined and
such other information, not of a p.rivate na-
ture, as may from time to time be required
by the chief of the department of mines;
blank forms of such reports shall be fur-
nished by the chief of the department of
mines. At any time any person, company or
corporation operating a coal mine shall trans-
fer the ownership of_ any mine to another
person, company or corporation, the person,
company� or corporation transferring such
ownership shall within thirty days make a
report to the chief of the department of
mines of such change, and a statement of the
tons of coal produced since the �rst of
July last, previous to the date of such sale
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or transfer of such mine or mines; any op-
erator or agent failing to furnish the reports
as required in this section shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, shall.

� be �ned not less than �fty nor more than

�ve hundred dollars, or imprisoned in the
county� jail not less than thirty nor more than
ninety days, in the discretion of the court.

Sec.� 22. Any operator, agent, superintend-
ent or mine foreman having in charge any
mine, who shall knowingly permit any per-
son to Work in any part of a mine in viola�-
tion of instructions issued by the mine in-
spector, made in compliance with the require-
ments of this act, shall upon conviction be _
�ned not less than �fty nor more than one
hundred dollars for each person p.ermitted
to Work in violation of such instructions,
and any employees who shall work in viola-
tion of such instructions shall, upon convic-
tion, be �ned not less than ten nor more than
�fty dollars.

Sec. 23. In any mine in which solid shoot-
ing is done the district mine inspector is au-
thorized to prescribe the conditions under
which such solid shooting may be done.

Sec. 24. No steam locomotive shall be
used in miines where men are actually em-
ployed in the extraction of coal, except by
the consent of the district mine inspector,
but this shall not be construed to prohibit
any mine owner from operating _a. steam lo-
comotive through any tunnel, haulway or
part of a mine_that is not in actual opera-
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tion and furnishing coal;&#39; any operator or
agent Who violates this section shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall
be �ned not less than �fty nor more than �ve
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in the
county jail not less, than thirty nor more
than ninety days in the discretion of th
court. �

Sec. 25. There shall be adopted by the
operator of every mine in this state special
rules for the government and operation of
his mine or mines, covering all� the Work
pertaining thereto in and outside of the
same, which however, shall not be in con-
flict with the provisions or the mining laws
of this state; such rules when established
shall be printed on card board, in the lan-
guages spoken by ten or more employees, and
shall be posted up in the drum house, tipple
or some other conspicuous place about the
mines Where the same may be seen and ob-

�served by all the employees at such mines,
and when said rules are so posted the same
shall operate as a notice to all employees at
such mine of their acceptance of the con-
tents thereof; and it shall be the duty of each
mine operator to furnish a printed copy of
said rules to each of his employees when re-
quested by either or any of them; any opera-
tor or agent who violates the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and upon conviction shall be �ned not less

than �fty nor more than �ve hundred dol-
lars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not
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less than thirty nor morethan ninety days,
in the discretion of the _court. &#39;

Sec. 26. In all prosecutions under this act
the circuit court, criminal court and justices
of peace have concurrent jurisdiction with
right of appeal to circuu. court.

Sec. 27. The provisions of this act shall
apply� only to coal mines in which �ve or
more persons are employed in a period of
twenty-four hours; but no mine employing

_ less than ten men shall be required to em-
ploy a mine foreman

All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
the provisions of this act are hereby re-
pealed. �

OIL REGULATIONS. «

a (Acts 1901, "Ch. 31,)

. An act to provide for the inspection of and
regulation of oil used for illuminating pur-
poses in coal mines.

(In effect May 15, 1901.)
Be it enacted by the Legislature of West

Virginia: I _, _ -
Sec. 1. &#39; (a) That only animal, vegetable

or para�ne oil or other oil as free from the
evolution of smoke as a standard cottonseed

V oil, when burned in a miner�s lamp, shall be
used in anyopen lamp or torch for illu-R �
minating purposes in any coal mine in this
State and that kerosene or blackstrap oil
or a mixture of kerosene and blackstrap shall
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not be used in miners� torches for illumin-
ating purp.oses in� any coal mine in this

�State. Except that a mixture of mineral
oil �(other than blackstrap oil) and vegeta-
ble__oi1 can be used. (in lamps?) upon ma- -
chinery used as motive power to haul coal
in any mine in this State, and except fur-
ther, that a mixture of mineral and vegeta-
ble oil can be used for all stationary lights.

(b) A standard cottonseed oil shall have
the following test:

1. It shall be free from mineral oils or
mineral oil compounds. �

2. It shall be tested in �a -glass tube one
and one-half inches in diameter by eight
inches deep, and the oil shall be at a tem-�
perature of sixty degrees Fahrenheit when
the test is made and shall not exceed twenty-
four degrees Tagliabue hydrometer.

3. I-f the oil to be tested is below forty-
�ve degrees Fahrenheit temperature, it must
be slowly heated until it reaches eighty-�ve
degrees temperature. Should �the oil be
above forty-�ve degrees temperature and be-
low sixty��ve degrees, it must be heated to
seventy degrees, when, in either case it must
be well shaken and allowed to cool gradu-
ally to a temperature of sixty degrees, when
the test must be made.

4. In testing the gravity of oil the hy-
drometer must be, when possible, read from
below, and the last line which appears under
the surface of the oil shall be regarded as
the true reading. � f
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5. Where tl1_e oil is tested in difficult cir-
cumstances an allowance. of one half of one
degree may be made for error of parallax.

-6. All oil sold to be used for illumrinating
purposes in the mines of this State shall be
contained in barrels, casks or packages
branded conspicuously with the name and
address of me manufacturer of said oil, the
speci�c gravity of the s_ame and the date of V

shipment.

Sec. 2. (a) Any person, �rm or corpora-
tion, either, by themselves or an agent or
employe, which shall sell or offer for sale
for illuminating in any mine in this State,
any oil or any mixture or compound of oils
which does not comply With the tests as pre-
scribed in section one of this Act, shall be
deemed guilty of, a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction� thereof shall be �ned not less
than twenty-�ve dollars nor more than one

liundred dollars for each offense.

(b) "And any miner, or employe in any
n�ine, or emp.loye of any mine operator or
mine "owner, Who shall knowingly use or per-
mit to be used for illuminating purposes in
any mine in this State any oil other than
that prescribed in section one of-this act
shall, upon conviction thereof be �ned not
less than �ve dollars nor more than twenty-
�ve dollarsfor each and every offense and
in default of payment-of such �ne Within 20
days from the� day of conviction shall be
given a sentence in the county jail for a
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period of n_ot less than ten nor more than
sixty days.

(c) It shall be the duty of the district
mine inspectors Whenever they have reason
to believe that oil is being used or sold or
offered for sale in violation of the provis-
ions of this Act, to take samples of the
same and have them tested under the direc-
tion of the Chief Mine Inspector, and if
tney are found to be inferior to the quality
prescribed by this Act, the inspector shall
make complaint to the Prosecuting Attorney
of the county in which the offense is com-
mitted, Who shall" forthwith commence pro-
ceedings against the offender in any court
of com,-petent jurisdiction.

,Any miner, mine employe, �rm, corpora- &#39;
tion or their agents who shall refuse to per-
mit the mine inspector to� examine his or
their oil used for or sold for illuminating
purposes in the coal mines of this State
shall be guilty of a violation of this act and
may be taken before any Justice of the
Peace and �ned �ve dollars or imprisoned in
the county jail for ten days for each offense.

(d) In all cases of prosecution where the
accused stands convicted of a violation of
this act the cost of such prosecution shall

. be borne by the person, �rm or corporation
so convicted, and in case of failure to con-
vict the accused the State shall pay the costs

~ in the same manner as in other prosecutions
for misdem�-eanors.
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CHECKWEIGHMAN.

(Chapter 20, Acts 1901.)

An act providing for the Weighing of cer-
tain" products and Iixing and prescribing
the duties of checkweighman or weigh-
master.

(In �effect May 23, 1901.)
Be itenacted by the Legislature of West

Virginia: -
Sec. 1. Whether the amount of Wages paid

to any of the persons employed in any manu-
facturing, mining or otherwise public enter-
prise employing labor, depend upon the
amount produced by Weight or measure, the

� persons so employed may at their own cost,
station or appoint at each place appointed
for the �Weighing or measuring of the pro-
ducts of their labor a checkweighman or
measurer who shall in all cases be appoint-
ed by a majority ballot of the workmen em-
ployed at the Works Where he is appointed
to act as such checkweighman or measurer.

Sec. 2. Every �corporation, company or
person engaged in the business of mining
coal in this State, where such _checkWeigh-
man is employed by the miners Working at
such mlines, shall furnish such checkWeigh-
man with a check or number and pay the
said checkweighman for all coal placed �to
MB check or number same per ton as is paid
to the miners. Each of the p.ersons so em-�
ployed to see the Weighing of said coal be-
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fore entering upon the discharge of the du-
ties of his employment shall take and sub-
scribe an oath before a justice of the peace
or a notary public, that he will honestly
and impartially do and perform the duties
of his employment and do equal and exact
justice between employers and employes t.o
the best of his judgment, skill and ability.

Sec. ,3. This act shall apply to all weights,
balances, steelyards, and weighing machines

and measures used in any factory, mine,
mill or otherwise industrial concerns for de-
termining the wages payable to any person
employed according to the mineral or other-

-wise products produced by them through
their labors. _

Sec. 4. Where the weighman is mutually
selected by the consent of. a majority of the

miners workingin any mine and the oper-
ator or agent of said company it shall not be
considered necessary to employ said check-
weighman, but at any time that either of
the parties to said agreement should be-
come dissatis�ed with said" weighman they �
may diSIDliSS him on ten days� notice or the
miners may employ a checkweighman. Any
corporation, company or person violating
any of the provisions of this act shall be
guilty of misdemeanor and upon conviction
thereof shall be �ned for each and every of-
fense not less than ten nor more than two
hundred� dollars. A

It shall be the duty of every court in each
county, in which any such coal mine is op-
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erated and in which a grand jury is em-u
paneled, to give this act in charge to the
grand jury.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN.

"(Acts 1995, Chapter 75.)
An act to amend and re-enact section one,

�Chapter eleven, of the Acts of 1887, enti-
tled �Employment of Children.�
See. 1. That no minor, male or female,.

under the age of twelve years shall be em-
ployed for wages or otherwise in any mrine,
factory, workshop, mercantile or manufac-
turing establishment where goods or wares
are made or sold, and no such minor under
the age of fourteen years shall be employed
during the free school term of the district
in which such -child resides; provided, how-
ever, that this section shall not be construed
to apply if such employment will not in-
terfere with the regular -attendance at the
school of such minor. And in all cases of
minors applying for work it shall be the
duty of the manager, superintendent, fore-
man or operator, to see the provisions of
this section are complied with.

Sec. 2. Any manager, &#39; superintendent,

foreman or operator in any mine, factory,
workshop, mercantile or manufacturing es-
tablishment, and parents and guardians al-
lowing any child to work in violation of
section one of this Act shall be deemed guil-
ty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction



45

thereof shall be �ned not less than ten dol-
lars nor more than twenty dollars for each
and every offense.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the pros-
ecuting attorney to enforce the provisions
of this Act, and to prosecute the violations.
of the same before any magistrate or court
of competent jurisdiction in this State, and
it shall be the duty of the commissioner of
labor to report all violations of this Act to-
the prosecuting attorney.

Sec. 4. All �nes collected for violations
of this Act shall be paid into the common
school fund of the county in which the of-
fense was committed.

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a.
correct copy of the State law pertaining to
mining, as printed in the Acts of the Legisla-
ture of West Virginia.

Jhief of Department of Mines.












