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SPEECH

� Mr. Camnss. I owe my thanks to the gentleman from Ohio (Mr,
KN;)TE) for kindly yielding the�oor to me this morning, and I� _a»_r1�1 V."-ery
qguch disposed to say, that if it is the desirelof tllile �C0t1�:IlI1lll1tBe;]lll this time,tcitzaike the vote upon the pint into� question, , wit not e ay t at V0 (2.

SEVERAL lizinmssas. Go on. D . y
Mr. CAMDEN. No merrier of the committee feels more than I do the

responsibility devolved upon him as a member of this ~b&#39;i:ir~, from the fact
that I feel� as incompetent as any member to discharge its duties. Ierhave
felt the imoortance of gathering information anzl knoxyledge from every)quarter, and I am free to say thatI have derived greatarlvantage a&#39;n(l»muc1 &#39;

 �information from the able arguments which have been presentedto the corre-
?* �sideration of the committee by gentlemen upon both sides of the question.It is an important duty that we are about todischarge.� It is conceded on all
\ , hands, that the fundamental law is iriadequate to proinolte the! pro_spe��i&#39;ityiant;

ha iness ofthis eo lo and that itneeds aimendme-nt; .hat(ut,-&#39;.1stevo;ve,yupiih us. We aiie iiiotionly to reform andmadif�y.i or rather ti) propose to y
�the people to reform and modify the legislative department of theggoyvernv
ment, but the people expe&#39;rct,thia�t we will propose inodilications in every
de artinent--élelgislative. executive and &#39;udicial. I J� i&#39;I�he executive department of" the golverment is to be reformed by the
election of the chief inzigistrate ot the commonwealth, by the quali�ed yo»-

�\.�\ ters �-by the abolition of the executive council, and by confor"tni.ng it in other
ares-pects to the principles of free goverrnnent. The judicial department is
to uynclergo varioiis changes by the election of Judges by the people. and by
holding them more directly respnnsi_ble_to the couimunity; and the legisla-»
tive department also is not only to be cha<nget:i»a-nil modi�ed upon the grgai
question of the basis of representation in bothhouses of the General Assent»-
, bly, but it isto be altered in "reference to otherimportant matters;and provH! &#39; visions of a rniscellaneous character are to be made, such as promoting edur
«cation, e�xtenili.ng the right of �st1l�frage�., &c.   In the discharge of this liigfb �
~duty, we have the benefit of experience. We call toour aid the lights
whit-h haveibeen shed by those who have �preceded us.� The age in which
we live is one reinarl<ab.l&#39;e �for improvement in every thing connected with
the well being andhappiness of man. With reference to the question un-
aler consideration, I deem it proper to state, that it is necessary, according to
my humble conception, to look to all the important provisions of the con-
�stitntion. My vote upon other questions of cons-titutio_-nal. reform,ma.y tie»-jpend to some extent upon the adjustment of the question now pending iJ�¬�-.&#39;~»
«fore the committee. I regret as much as any member of the committee,
the great diiiiculties �we have to encounter in the adjusttnent of this q;ue_s-
tion. I franicly say, that I came to this Convention with ~strong_.feelifngsr
and biases in reference to this matter; but ex terience has satisfied me of thenecessity of calm and deliberate oonsideratiaon, and to regard. not lall�fegyly

4�\

I my own immediate constituents, but to take an enlarged View of the entire.
,., interests of the commonwealth, I will say tozrny friends upon the �Other,

  side of the question,,if they will satisfy me that I am in e»rror,.and  the
white or suffrage basis is not the proper basis to be adopted for repre§senta«»i I
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_  fer the government of their representatives, and to analie known: to this

4.

tion in the General Assembly,.I shall have the frankness to admit it, and If *�
will either conform my course to such conviction, or return to those who: .
have conferred it upon me, t_he important trust that I now hold from the hands;
of a kind and generous constituency. One great embarrassment in the ad-is
justment of this question, is the haste and manner in which the Convention
has been called. The gentleman from F auquier, (Mr. Sco&#39;r1&#39;,) some weeks
since, when we encountered some embarrassment in the progress of this dis-�
cussion, made the declaration, that the fault was in the adjournment in Oct-r
tober last,\over to January. I say to that gentleman, that the error was in
the premature call of this Convention. And I will state further that the
imanner in which this body has been called together. has tended very much
to produce that. high state of excitement in the West which gentlemen st)
ymuch deprecate. We of the West, representinga majority of near 100,000
of the free white people of the*State, find ourselves here with a majorit of 17

against us. By adoptingthe principle of themixed basis, it should be but
11. According to our views upon this question, insteadof a majority of 17.
from the East, there should be a majority of 11 from the West. When:
these facts are taken into. consideration, is it to be wonderedat, that the
pi �West is excited upon the subject? There being four from the East "
who are in favor of the white basis, leaving the East, in this view,
a majority of only three, I would ask my fri.end from F auquier,
(Mr. ScoTT,) if he would desire to carry in this Convention a consti-
tution that could not be adopted, were representastion properly adjus-r

__.�I§=&ti according to the principles upon wliich the Convention was called? I%
 gentlemen�s serious consideration to this fact. The course pursued by]

afportion of my constituents since the assembling of this\body, has been�
I frequently referred to ; and I consider it my duty, as one of their humble I
�representatives, to notice brie�y the remarks made in reference to them. I S
to take occasion to I say, that no part of the commonwealth is more devoted I

:to�the�inlte=r_ests of the State than the portion I, in part, represent. Myfi
� constituents are a law-abiding, law-loving people. They send their reso-* ,
lutions here not as threats, but claim the right, as freemene. to send them
y their wishes and desires.   i

�But candor requires me to say, that my constituents do feels dteepl-y and,�
intensely upon this subject. They are most firmly convinced, that by the�
adoption of the mixed basis, they would be degraded; and they feel that
it is a duty incumbent upon them, to use all the meanswithin their power
to relieve themselves, and to prevent the degradation into which they are
to be plunged, by the adoption of this principle. What is the proposition
under consideration? In October, we raised a committee on the &#39;basis"of&#39;
representation, composed of twelve members East and twelve West of the ,
Blue Ridge of mountains. That committee being unable to agree upon a.
report, the membersfrom the East presented prop-osit.ion A, as embracing
their views. lt is the pure mixed basis, giving to property and wealth
equal political power with free white persons, and accompanied with an ap-
portionment of representation in both houses of the General Assembly,
showing its injustice without veil or covering.� Theymembers from the
�West presented B, as containing their views. The suffrage basis-���that of�
equality�~has been movedias a substitute, for A, and the gentleman from i
�Fauquier (Mr. Score) has attempted tocover the enormity of proposition.
A, by his substitute. a It is but a thin covering; disguise the mixed basis

~§_



�rnittee, it will be my purpose. to show that the mixedibasis, in any form in?

namely, the enjoyn&#39;1er1t,ot .lif&#39;e.�and liberty, with the means of i�tct}tii1�in_g;

asyou niay, its aristocratic and anti-republican feature will be seen by the
most cmntnon observer.     i &#39; .

In the remarks which I propose to offer to the consitleration of y the come �

which it mi y be presented, is contrary to republican principles.�-is in direct;
violation of the great political truths laid down. in the bill of rights, as unejv,
derstnod by those who aided in its adoption; thatwe seek to give that?
�instrtinient noneiv construcition, but to carry out the plinciples it contains
tliait have been recognized since the foundation of the government ; that
itiis the slave interest of the State, although in a decided minority, that
seeking to perpetuate power in its own hands�--power which that intereSt%
has long held. andgwhichit has exercised prejudicially tothe, prosperity of:
the State, and inimically to the rights ofthe many; antlithat representation:
in the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States, so:
much relied upon in argument, is entitled tono weight upon this question.�-
..We now are forced to meet the question in this enlightened age, in this-"

democratic republican commonwealth of ours, whether representation in?
the legislative departmentis to be apportioned acc.ording to the free white?
population, or is»to,_becontrolled and regulated by the property of the
country. It  beyond ;_d.,0ubt a contest for power between men and props"
erty. S If we  defeated -in this. great struggle, the advocates of freedorrgié
and equality may well mourn and regret that in» this renowned (&#39;Cl�IlIY10l&#39;lf&#39;e
wealth, the spirit of free government has been checked, signally checked.�
Is it not remarkably strange that the �advocates of the mixetl basis, in argti-L,
rhent before this honorable committee, state that they adhere to the bill
rights? Yes, even the gentleman from F auquier, (Mr. .,SiCOT1&#39;,I�,_);my ifriendf
from Alhemarle, (Mr. SoUTHALL,) and my friend from Loudonn,
JANNEv,) have said that they will stand by the principles ofyithe bill
rights. The bill of rights, then, is to be looked upon as 0ur_pOlitit&#39;.al l%ilile,:
and ifthe mixed_b-asisis not in accordance with itsprinciples, I understand,
gentlemen yield the question ; and if it is necessary to. carry outitlwe prin-:
ciples of the bill of rights, that the white or suffrage basis should be zitlop-g
ted, I infer from the rerynairks of gentlemen that theysare willingto yield it.i_

Is it net-essary that I should bring to the attention and consideration of
this coxnmittee, allithe great principles laiddown infthat chart of liberty C�
I shall not do so further than to refer to some of the lirst sections, as far as; i
the sixth. by a   p S

,1. � that all men�, are by nature equally free and independent, and
have certain inherent rights, of which, when-they enter into astute o
society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their postrerictyg, V

and possessing property, and pursuing and Obtaitlittlg. happ.ness :.iid<~
safety. , y y , i &#39;   S  . S

2. That all power is vested in, and consequently,derived from, the
people; that magistrates are their trustees and servants, and at all tinieis
amenalilt: to them. __ . ,3, _ L  it , y

3. �l�hat government is, or ought to be, instituted for. the conimori
bene�t, protecttion a.ndsec.uri.ty of the people, nation or common In :
all the various modes and forms of government, that is best, whit h is
capable 0f?prndn(�.l.ttg the grea.test degree of happiness and satiety, and Vi
most C�&#39;e7CtttItt.lly secured against the danger of trialadnsinistration .. ati�ff e
that, when any government_shall be found inadequate or contrary, to

. ...
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thefse purposes, arnajorilty of the comrnniiitiytshath? anindtitsitalile, i&#39;it&#39;ta~-&#39;
hetiablt-~, and iiideleasihlc right, toereform,halter or} abolish �it, in Sl.lC�f¥�§il
manner as shall he most cotrdttcive to the pitblic� xx cal.

4. That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or separate
eymolnntents or prrvriiseges from the cornmunity, but in consideration of
public services ; wiiicti not being (lest-entliblei, neither ougrhttlsie of�ccis-Pi
offNla1gistt&#39;ztte, Ltt§�,~lsltitoi&#39;i,�i or Jttdgc, to he here�di�tary. � ~ r

Tight the ilegislzttive and ex�et&#39;tttiVe powers of the Stgiteslioitld be
scpzirate and chstiiictlrom the judiciary; antlthatthc members ol the
two first may be restrained from oppression, by teelitigatitl part cipatingi"

hnrtl&#39;wns of the people, they should, at �xed periods, be rt-duct ll to"
a. private station, return into that body lrom which tj-hey were t)rl§,{lllt�tll§�_&#39;
.-ttttlcpen, and the vztcztiicies he :~n�pplie(lltry lrt-.qnent,rcertain,» and i�e;;-ttlarrs�

_\_.�t;ti;��f§t5(�.l.lt&#39;)li..\�, in whicli all, or any part of the former nieinm rs, to Le again:
ei.iigible, or ineligible, as the laws shall direct. l � i

 That elections of members tosvrve as representatives of the peo-
ple, n Assembly, onglit to be free; and that all men l&#39;lttVll.�l;2� snflicieniti
evict: nee of |�r�errriatie�titt.�i"cmmnon llIlet�t:*St with, and attaclument to, the
community,� l1a.ve the i&#39;ight. of su�"ra,qe. and cannot heetaxt d or Clt�[?&#39;l�l&#39;V6d&#39;
o�f&#39;t§l&#39;ie»ii&#39; ; t&#39;w[)t*t"Iy for public uses, without their own consent, or that of
their representatives so elected, nor bound by any law to which they?�
have Hui, nlilte manner, assented, for the public good.�

**il~lo\v is this instrument to be coiistrued?   Are we to construe it as,
35% hxptittiid all ot�l�rie=rdocnttretits or�writings,&#39; by wliat,appt».zfu�s upon its
face, or are we to look at the acts of those who adoptetl it. hetore and
asi�tc�ritslztdoptioit1 ? lfiwe look to the instrument. itself�, and give it a. r
cotmtion sense const*rut�tion, can there be any doubt about the great pi=&#39;i?n~-
,_(:fTi.lli:pl(:éStl1titztI�t.3 coiita �ll�t�.d in it�! i I propound the interiogatory to _V()l?,�§
W*lltt?tl&#39;l¬r g�¬tlilPf1&#39;lt*ll themselves do notyield the question, W_li(&#39;U they
Voncetle that the constitution which shall be the work of our lttittld��
miist he submitted to the swvere go power of the State, the vot-t>r.~, and
that their, will is to give it force or to defeat. ii? I pnt1it,;to1�heis�
ciommittee, in rt»feret1ce to this all-important. qttestioii, that ly the
adtiiissimi that the rnajorty of the voters ofthis conmonwtalth may»
atiopt or i&#39;ejt-ct the most totion, the construction of this tlSlt�ttllt(�ni can
be nn�tleistood but in one way, that is: that a ma._jortty should have the
right to alter or abolish their form of goveinnietit, withont liclttg trz»tmi
tnel-all by the minority ltoldin: the <_{overnniental power. eI\&#39;ow, what are
�tire to understand by certain terms use-din th Slt&#39;)Slll.l1�1&#39;)t.�tll,ll�lc»�(�(il&#39;IlHlH-
{)it_\&#39;,� �people,� &c.&#39;.? &#39;l�lfc iiigteiiiiity of gviitlt-i�nt»n upon the other
sitle has prt-st«ntt~d to Out�-(&#39;0t�lSl«(lt*t&#39;tttl(>tl variou.~< ways lay which to avoid
the force of the construction that I propose to give to this inst1&#39;iitnent. = t
The }__rt~�tlIl(+tttt1tl from Pittsylvan a (Mr. �/Hl&#39;l�TLta) has reinatl«.cd that
�tl&#39;ic &0V(:&#39;tt�t,qtlly of the State is in every tliinkingg Lnn an being: ; at.cl>I
do not knmv what was ititetit�(-�cl by the lionorable gg-("llll(� man trotn Meek»
ienbnrg, (Mr. Gooni2,) when he spoke of the entire popttlttt on of the
Stzttv, lll(&#39;tlldiUg slaves� W&#39;hri:thcr ft vas the i-lite-iitiuii ol my fi�it-ml to
inclntte slaves, with a vimv to carry out the provisions of the hill cf
i�l_lllS, I shall not prtte1&#39;id to say�; but certain it i<, that the ,<:etitl�c*iiit1n
from Pntsylvania, (Mr. �VVHI.&#39;I"l&#39;l§l~:,) did declare that the sovert izinty of
the State was in every lltillklllglltl�ltlll�l)t�illg:-4-ttff course the blacks as
cull as whi1es�-tl"i~4. slaves as well as the free. l\u\v, is this a correct

4&#39;»

&#39;i",�..1�§9*"e&#39;�7TTiif�T����""����"*""��� ~ p p it A
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COI?tSit�i10t§���t*l of that itnsztrtttrtimnt? V I put it to you, and leveryimengber,
37this comrnittee, to say whereio the sovecreiigtity of this great. (&#39;().&#39;llll�l}ll(&#39;-T§l�;~_�:E&#39;i*.~

Wealth resides �.3  .1-.)0eSt rtotrthe force of circumstances compel evvryr 0113,;
to admit, when there is aproper investigation iof themattenrrthat
sovereignty of the Stateiisrjn theivoters? The; idea that a }�-0t�Llt)r1" of
the �sove~reignty,.is,» in sthet.s.laves,e is most 2-1�emark,altle.. t The s«�tV&},;�e;ci;:g._e;
teignty ()fl«l1B=COift1lIl0f§W¬atll.llz in thesla-ves Why., the sttpreaiie ctiltirtagigp
Ofé�-p{DBillS. of your State has:decided that slaves who xvere étl&#39;lt}t.ll(:iptlt6d
are not. entitled. to thein own hire pending a controversy fhr their freei--6:
dom, for the reason that? they have never been in the status ot ll.lf8é(itVl[f£t;:;s�;».
Tell me, and tell thispthonorable committee, that the soverei,gntyofn� l&#39;l."l�iQ�t,
State is in oSvlil.V¬3S,??VVl&#39;it3l}*3, iftlte slaves were emancipated, they co,uld t�tt3§.i
receivetheir;hix&#39;e4l.ucringoa contest fortheirfreedomli Now, i.ti.regttrdtotth¢a&#39;= &#39;
ladies and the children, theytare placed in ,a very differents tttyatrioni:  _ -
constitute a portion;ofgthe citizens: of the State becausetheyare ftteesi}?
they are in the status of freedom; but for the purpose of carryingyyout:
the principles of governrnent, the soveregnty» is vfstetl in thev�oter.i
But we are told tlsiat, the power of =the«St-tate should he .l�t%g�lllttfL%d

controlled by the majority of interests. «Now, IOt.,is�tl(L�~l}l�le.ttl&#39;§}&#39;iltllt3Ht
used upon theother si_de,i.rwhat does it amount to? I undt-rstand
this majority of interests contemplated e», by; g-entlemen, inns yrrefe rence3
persons and property� In thetactive tafftljlrf�/,0f the;xStatte,�howieats???
property act? This notion of a majority of ,i;n;t.erests ;is,a novel one
me. It necessary for the argument, I shouldLc"ontt~nd that the rn:ujori,ty_v
of the community does ernhr-ace the majority of intettt-sts. I. at S.ll[�FOSe¬iT~y§Z
in ascertaining what is meant by the provisions of ;the.l)iil}ot 4yAI�lg�l&#39;|l,S, tvn;
looltto what occurred before and whatoccurred after itsanoption. e

�doing so, it is necessary to have a regard to d. test &#39;l;�lu&#39;comr_nittt<j~e
p1�epare&#39;n this instrnrnent. was appointed on the 1e~5t.h of lm_2-1)-f.,Vl776; it
adopted on the 17th ot one, 1776. lt will be seen,hy reti-»»ryen«:<e to
reso.ln=iou adoptedhy the Convention, that the cominittee was chztrgetitg
with the double purpose of dralting _a hill of rights tlnfl ,-�I PU!tStitu1i0tl7¬tt;;
form of government. The cozntnitteeiieporteld to the Gtnventioti on}.
the 24th .lune,a 1776. The Convention resolved fitselt&#39;ioto.a Uommitteeyy
of the Whole to take. it into consideration upon the 27th of the sarong
month and continued its sessions t.o the 28th, when it was adoptt~pd.�-5;
Now, it is contended by the other side, that the constitution .adopted;_;
91776 is an exposition of the principles laid down in tle l ill of rightsygg
andas the co-nstitntion adopted county representation as it{t&](}Hl existegy
it «tends to show that those who l�rame.d thethill. ot rights (1 d not (�0l1tQIns§
plate that perfect equality that we contend for. Under the circuiiistartr»:;
ces connected with the adoption of that instrument, it (�tl.~,1_{l&#39;lt_1�mt
so regrarded. It should he recollet-ted that whenjthe t-ommitteeA%was
pointed to draft ta.-bill of rights, the.(�miventio1talso adopt: d a t&#39;estiltttitsn
inStl�tt(&#39;llt1_9: the r Vdt�lt~\g&#39;E�llt�S III the (�olonial Congress, at l"l1ll._n(l(*lplTla,
propose a declaration of inde endence. Thereris a a preamble to that;
constitution that is worthy of consitleration. But n13&#39;.pn-sent purpose
is to call the attetitiou of the committee to the fact; that the»const.itnt{.ot§i
of 1776, which gave to each county two deilee-gates, was adtipted HI hzistgg
and without (Zl:�.llb9.l�:.t.tlt)t.I, and ;lt�t�ha>&#39; time was regarded as iin�l)()lrfC.::cTE""
and,ne.e.ding amendment in order to conformit to the free ; rinciples
thebill ot rights. -   i � � t , .
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support, of this Vienna»! begleave to read� toalthe com{nittce,ia para-»
graph takenfrom Mr. Burke�s History of .Vi.rgii1ia, publishedtain; t*l�:,.
page 150.   Referringto the organifzation of thogconvention, its

hasty action on the constitution, the chistoriarrsays :&#39;
15-� The acknowledged defects 0! that constitu.tit)n��!delccts which

gmated in novelty, in inexperience and haste, (tot: letters from distin-
guished members of the Convention, and other i respecrtalcxle characters of
thatsday, at this very moment «before: us, prove. that an ardent, and even
zeatous desire of creating ea national governmetlt, prevented ade-
quate discussion and maturity,) rather than theinforniality of its birth, ~
require, if not a total change, at least, considerable amendments. And
indeed, the mere circumstance of its being a ;problem whether Virginia
has a constitution or not,is sufficient to induce the callof a Convention
to establish genuine fundamentals of government.� a i .
" Mr. Chairman,-� there can be no doubt of the fact, that the circumstatu�-«S

cés that surrounded the patriots of 1776, who adopted the constitution,
prevented them from carrying out the great principles of equality that they
espoused. That Convention was but an ordinary legislature, such as had
existed in the colony for about two years pt(&#39;C.t�-(ii?-g, when its colonial
giislature was abrogated. It performed at the same time the ordinary
Business of legislation, and did not even submit the constitution to the peo-
pie for their adoption. Every thing was done in haste, and intended mere--t
ljv for the emergency in which they were plunged.

It is my purpose to show, from theacts of those who participated in thes
great work of 1776. that political equality was intended, and, asfarsas
practicable, carried out.  � i
«It might give us light to look at at resolutionadopted at that

 district the State, for the purpose of electing senators- I vrill
not take up the time of the committte by reading it; but it will heseen
hy reference to it, that equality of representation was looked to as
as possible under thecircumstances. Itis hardly necessary to remind this
committee, that Patrick Henry, of revoilutionary renown, was an memberi
at? «r the committee that preparedthe bill of rights.   "
&#39; � I beg the indulgence of the committee for a moment to bring to its at-.
tehtion some of the views of that great statesman with refcrer;ce to that
instrument, and particularly our mixed basis friends, who claim the right,
by force of the governmental power they accidentally possess, to sti�e the
wishes of the maiority of the people, and arbitrarily deprive them of- the
tindubitable, unalienable and indefeasible right to reform, alter or abolish
their form of government in siich manner as shall be most conducive to
the public weal.� He was�, we know, also a member of the ( onvention of
Virginia which rati�ed the constitution of the �United States; and inia
speech in that Convention, he took occasion to refer to the governmen-tr� of
Virginia as founded upon the bill of rights, and he opposed the adoption:
of the constitution of the United States upon the ground, that by its pro-
visions, the major-ity could not change it. He compared it with the gov-�-
érnment of the State of Virginia. He says: �
 �A tri�ing minority may reject the mostsalutary aniendmentsge Is

this an easy mode of securing the publicliberty ? it is, sir, a most fears
ful situation, when the most contemptible minority can prevent the alter�
attion of the most oppressive government, for in many respects it: may
prove to be such. Is this the spirit of republicanisrn �la

5"�?
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i?«�"�tW�hat, sir, iséteire�igeniiisi<of rdelmocracy ? Let me read that clatiseiof
tl1i�e«�h.ill. of i&#39;ight~s of Virginia which relates to this: {id (tlat�lSe,p&#39;l�i::Iii¬ti:tii
governrnezit.isand-ougrhtto be instiitt1ted7for* the icommon benefit,  p
tection, and security-of the people, nation,or cornnrinnity: of all
varions ft]nd6e�S**a.tlti"* forms or government, -that is ~hestJ\V�hi�t°f��h �istcapztlile
of?*Ipre�s;iicing&#39; -the greatest. degree of o happinesskand safety, andiis
8�ie¬�t.t¬ttt�lly&#39;Si3(3lt5t�iéd agairnst the danger of trmal-éid t1&#39;iiiiisltz�atioi1,and
Wiaeraever anygmrei-tmrienr shall be fou?%nd�* inaldlrrqnate or cot&#39;itrary*t%ii&#39;
these ptirpo-see; it rnajority~ of the community hath-aniindubitable,
liénableand rixtdefearsible right to �reform, alter, or abolish it, in
manner atsishettlltrbetjeiids edmost conducive to the � public weal.
sir, isthe larigttarget ofig democracy, that a majority of the cotrimutlititif�
}1a«ve.zirr�i,L;ht to alter government when found to he o;�>pi&#39;essiive.�  i

Here, tr. (&#39;)h;tirmiinr,is the opinion of one*who�nided in the adoptin��;ii
of tsh.2.Bill ot&#39;�&#39;TRi,rllits.i* Heiitells the governmentalpmtjority. that in�ri�%.s"-
suming the t�on7ereto;coi1t.rolt the majority of the pocilple, they violate
plain principl..=.s~»o�? the Billof� Rights. Yes, sir, �in� de�ance of tphishighgg
antherity, they say to the rrmjority of the community, thus far tl1i()tl-islhi�
ge and no.t:t.i&#39;r.hetr:%.in refhrming the provisions or the constitution
is fouml toibz-tdeferrtiaret It is nsurpation of the ir1ost.oppressi�ve Chtliftiéii�
t¬�l�;~= &#39;]&#39;Z�ll3*}&#39;)~ift)t&#39;)l�%t�..�-�-2�-Y8�, a large�:majorit&#39;y&#39;of the peo�ple#~�+ha.ve
th-at�trhe S=lIlTl&#39;rrg@ htr:sisr.shall be adopted ,&#39;ibeutrrthe govelrimnetntal n ajoiirir
interposes its usurped power to prevent it, and w ll notheed the voiced
Henry Speztkllilg train «the tomb. Hear him �gait�l�COntll1l1ll�lg h s �res
marks upon .tti;e;~pr«ov:isior1s of the constitut&#39;on�of the� United Zvétates, proe:
viding for its amendment-. He says: �-Wrillrthe 9:reatrrri*ah�tts�f«the
plep he secnredr by this government? Supposeit should prove oppresl
sive, how can it be altered? Our Billof Rights declares that a majorzs»
ity ofme community hath an indnbitahle, �nnalienabl:- and il)�dPfeaSlb"iiii�
rightsto reform; alter, or abolish it,in* such manner as shall hej11&#39;dge�*�
mo st conducive l0*&#39;ll"=r8-plllilic weal. Ihave just proved that one tenth
of the ptmplB�0f..A-tIrt?i�l~Ca, a most despicable minority, may prevent this
reform or alteration. Suppose the people of Virgzinia should wish
alter their; g¥otrernn:ent, (meaning the governmentof the�United States,)�
can a majority of� them do it? �.\&#39;o; because thvy are connected wi�t~l<i&#39;i
other men, or,in «other words, consolidated with other Stzttes.
the peogfe of t~"ir_o;inia, at some future day, shall wish to alter their goV�$ii�r
rernment, (United States government,) though they should be u nanirnoo�1iI*9%r
in this desire_: yet they may be prevented therefrom by a. despicabli%e*+"
minority at tlte ext-reinity of the l&#39;nited Stiates. The founders of _vot�i�
own constitution m:.tde your government chansgeable; but the prixveornfl
changing it is _g°one froni you. Whither is it gone .1 It is placed. in the
same hamls thathold the rights of twelve other States; and those where
hold those rights, have ri_9;ht. and power to keeo them. �It is not the par-ii�
ticulkir government of Virgizzia ;� one of the leading �-::tu>res"of that gov�:-*
ernment is that a mijority can alter it when necc-ssary for the ptitblie�
good.� Will n It g-utlemen yield alter he2tri.t1gthis&#39;! Your great Henry�
tellsfryou that the Bill of Rights secures to the majority ofithe people the

us,

righiiito ch-an<_§e their Virginia government, but theminority-��I will not
�despicable� minor-ity��denies this right, and possessing the gr)vernmen&#39;ta&#39;i&*
power endeavors tow prevent a change which all concede is desirerl by
majority of the people. Is it not a dangerous attitude for them to occupy
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1 Sow, I ask the serious attention«ot&#39;*gentlemen to the views o-to that great.
man, when considerivg. that provision of the t~o�nsiit.iition of the linited�.;�<
Stat». s, which prescribes the mode bv which atuendnients shall he made.-��-;
When comparing it with our Bill of Rights, he tlenouncetl the provision of,
tlteconstitution of the United States, because the minority could prevent:.
the majority from altering and changing the fortn of government. He tells
you that b_y the Bill of Rights, upon which the government of this State.
was founded, this right of the majority does exist ; t.he right is vested in,
the majority to alter and change theexisting form of g�0V&#39;¬t�t&#39;lmt:&#39;tIl whenev-
einthat forth of government is found to 1 be unsuited tor the purpose for.
which it was created. But sir, look to the views of other great men of 0
that day. Look to the opinion entertained by the great .]f�iiit�l�St)n*-�-t�.ll3�r�ie
head of the republican church in this country. He prepared a coristitti-�
tion basing representation upon siittirage; but gentlemen say he ,1_{ii\�t&#39; to the a
governor the veto power. What if he did? How was representation at�-ii
f8¢3i�*»�l by it? Does it in the �lightest degree atfeCt rehresentation C� The
great question is, how is the comuuinity to be represented &#39;3 How is then
voice of the people to be heard in the legislative halls? Ilow� that voice
may becontrolled, and what restrictions may be placed upon it, does not
in the slightest degree affect the principle . No, sir, our fathers of the re-
volu&#39;ion never intended that a principle so anti-republican asthe mixed bar-� iv
sis should ever prevail in this conimonwea�th. The past. history of our.
government shows that the mixed basis was never intended to be �xed up-
on the people asa pv&#39;incipleof» iretiresentation inathe legislatiire. �

There has-been some little conttioversy in reference to the senatorial dis-
tricts that were formed in the _vear1;81(i. It wasannouncerl, I think with�
much propriet»_v, by the friends of the suffrage basis, that these (llSit»|&#39;iC&#39;tS"%�f
were formed according; to the white population of 1810; I l)t~~g leave to�
introduce an itt in of testimony to that effect. It is known to this Com"-t-» .
«mittee that the Le.«_-_islature which met in the Fall of 1828. 0t�g&#39;t-tt:i»=?t�.�tl the
Convention of it 829��30, composed of ninety-six members, four from each
senatorial district. lt has been stated upon this floor that the SHn.ttlOt&#39;ia�i*
di�tricts were not tail 0:"? according; to the white population of 1830. Af-i
ter the bill passed the legislature to organize the Convention, the editor of
the Enquirer, in hisipaper of the 12th Febrnarv. 182:3, makes this state-r ,
ment nnderthe head oF�Convention bill passed:.�

� The west claimed the basis of 1820. The cast that ot 1810. Thai
West said they _viclded enough ot their rights in not going for the Free white �

ptilation of l820. &#39;l�he eastsairl that they yieldetl some of their opiii-r
ions and interests as re9_rat�tled the counties, or slave populati in, by consenti
mg to the census of l8l0."� l �

That law was published in the same paper, and reference was made to
it again as-follows: Says Mr. Ritchie, .�It adopts the ai~ran«_;erne-tit of the
present senatorial law. The districts are laid off a(&#39;C�.Ot&#39;tllnQ� to the free.
White population of the census of 1"3lO.� A The ,qent�emen on the other
side bring forward the statement of =�Mr. Tazewell -rnatle in the last Con-
vention, for the purpose of showing; that the senatorial districts were not
so formed. In addition to the evidence heretofore brought to the notit�t of:
this committ.ee, I present this item from the penofthe editor of the "n-&#39;7
quirer, one who is well known to the committee. [take it that the state-
ment made hy the Enquirer at that time settles the question &#39;ilt&#39;§&#39;0nli doubt,
beyond conti&#39;0vers_y. But look at the acti-on of the legislature in l815, \ . 
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brought to the notice of t.he "&#39;omznittee by the worthy delegate from tltis
city,tMr. DAVIS, andsee what the members of the House of ,Deelegaihws
at that time understood to be thetrue basis of rept�es:.�"ntati0n in bodies re~«
presentingthe paople of the COlDII1.0l&#39;l\\&#39;_¬3rlih.l �l hat bill adopted the
�gressional districts allowing a memberfor every -5000 free whie persons;
and I would invite the attention of gentlemen representing, on this �oors,
Albemarle and other counties of this commonwealth, to the yeas and nays
spread upon the journal upon the passage of that bill. «I I have endeavr-
ed to ascertain the cause of this change, and .why it was that neighbor-
hoods, counties and port ons of the �State that held to thegreat republica_n.:
principle of equal representa�on, when it was their interest to do so,»
have since abandoned it.  s

I have heretofore stated in this (�ommit tee that it was tny fortune to
a member of the House of Delegates that convened in December, 1828;
and continued in session until 1329; and that the Convention bill, as passegi;
by the House of Delegates, was based upon the free population of the
State. My friend from Lancaster, (Mr. HALL,) was an associate of mine»,;,-
and my friend from Le.vis, (Mr. BLANn,) was my colleague at the tirtie.-�,_+~
These gentlemen well know that the contest and struggle at that time was
Wholly dizferent from what it is at ypresent- The West and a portion Of.
the East then contended that white population was the true basis of repre-
sentation. Gentlemen of theEast contendetl that aditlerent basis shu;It£:
be adopted ; some were for one basis and some for another; but in the EIIS4�
cussion they were forced to admit that whatever a majority of the people
of the State required should be done. The proposition to base represena

tation in the Convention of 1529, upon the free white population of the;
State, was opposed by the East upon the ground that a majority of the peo»
ple of the State did not desire it.   A distinguished member of the Houses
of�Delegates from Westinorelantl, (Mr. Newton,) advocated the basis of:
federal numbers, and contended that there was not sutlieien~t evidence ebe-2-~
fore the legislature to show that a majority of the people of the :- tate pre�-, &#39;
ferred the basis of white population. I. beg the indulgence of� the Coin:-
mittee to read a portion of the remarks of Mr; Newton; and I do it for the?
especial bene�t of gentlemen from his. region of the country. I I think may
honorable friend on the right (Mr. BEALE) is from the same e.ounty,,aneci
he as well as St&#39;;=mf� others of myxfriends from the same region seem to h»a&#39;ve-
enlisted against the majority principle. I was.struel< with the remai�;k of
my young friend. from Essex, (Mr. M. R. H. GARNET&#39;l�,) the other day,
denouncing the majority of numbersas abominable, as t_, rann_\ in the. wovrst.
form. It is a new doctrine to me, especially to come from tl¬iTlOCl&#39;�iS.~.-;--st
�Why, in my county the democrats advocate and maintain that a niajority»
should rule, and they endeavor sometimes to make the people believe that
their opponents advocate a different principle. But, to the remarks of Mr.»
Newton�he says: , V I I ,, V

�I do not hesitate to pronounce that if the question was now. submitted�
to the freeholders of the State, a decided majority would be opposed tothe*-
basis of free white population. What then becomes ofthe argument of the
gentgtetnzin from Frederick, (Mr. IVIAsoN,) derived from the Bill of Rights,
No "man more lii-zhly venerates that sacred instrument than Ido; no one
yields to its principles a more implicit faith: I agree with the geritlemazti
and with the liill of Rights, that a majority of the community hath an ini-
clubitabe, unalienable and indefeasiblc right to alter, rstoinn or tatboiish the.
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government. But that majority must prescribe -the terms upon which the
geverntnent shall be» altered, reformed or abolished. Has it done so �It Has
itftold us that the basis of the Convention must be free white population�
Would gentlemen have us to substituteour ownarbitrary discretion for the
known will of the majority ? Sir, we are not usurpers. We are repregj
sentmg the interests, and pursuing, and not defeating, the wishes of the peoe

:3� _ .

VVhatis contended for now? That the majority shall prescribe the
terms upon which the constitutionris to .be altered ? Not so. Our mixed
basis friends contrnd that the minority is to prescribe the alteration thatis
tobe made in the fundamental; law of the �land. How different is the
course of argument of gentlemen of the east now from that of 1828-329,
when the West and la p�ort�ion of the East "were urging the adoption of the
White ba.~is in sending delegatesto the Convention of 1829--�30. The,
voice of the East then was that the majority should prevail; that the voice
0&#39; ethe people must� be heeded; that that voice had not spoken in fa vor of a
the white basis ; that wheneverit was ascertained that the majority of the
people wished to adopt any particular basis, it would he a usurpation of
power by the legislature, or the body possessing the authority 1:0 withhold
it.~ Now it is conceded that a large majority not only desire, but demand,
the adoption of the white basis; but in de�ance of the popular will the mi-f
nority holdincr the governmental power, is using it to prevent the adop-;
trap of thatprinciple.
r eI�»invite my t&#39;riendsr to hearken to theviews sof�Mr. Newton. They are �

sound», and" cannot be controvertedr;  Gentlemen upon this � to!� admit that
theyare standing here andadvocating�thefmixed basis in opiposition to the
known willof the people of thisfCommonwealth. &#39;l"his� open attack up-
on free principles should alarm us; we should take heed when we see gene
tlemen of talent, of ability, and of the highest standing in the community,l
coming into this Convention, which should represent the sovereignty_ of the
State, andopenly avow that they are acting in opposition to the known
wiilie ofthemajority of the people. In 1829pthey would have been called;.
usurpers. I leave it to gentlemen themselves to give its �proper .name.�-�
Without further comments I will read extracts from the speeches ofother
eastern members of the legislature of �I828-729.

�Mr. F itzhugh, out Fairfax, said�-� However" we may diii&#39;er�in relation to
the wishes of the people, in speci�c points; however we may assert or deny
thatjin declaring for a Convention, they contemplated either i this or that
particular change, we must all agree that when a majority of the Comet
monwealth united in � pr mouncing their present� govermn tnt �inad rquate.
and contrary to the purposes for which it was�cre�ated,� they never could
have intend -d to transfer to a minority of themselves, the power of pre-.�.
scribing the alterationsto be effected.� i �

0Mr. Thomas M. Baily, of Accomac,sa1d��-� He was in favor of the basis
of county representation, graduated according to the white population.�

Now, here is the proposition that was before that body at the time these
reinarks were made.� i   i * � W l � a i

Let me state. however, before I� proceed further, thatkthe Comtnittee of
the Whole had reported a bill forthe calling of the tionvention, giving to
each county a delegate, aml this was a proposition to ame�nd�that bill. l\/Ir.Gordon offered the «following amendment :&#39; &#39; W � &#39; �

� Be it declared that the several counties of the Coinrnonwealth, whose>.~,«§.f»./.�.s.~«;.- ~q;/ 
     
     :
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white population, by the census of 1820,�was 8,000 free white persons,
are entitled to anailtlitional representative in Convention ; that is to say,.
the counties of M onongalia, Ohio, Harrison, Washington, Berkeley, iJe£�-~-
ferson, Hampshire, Rot-kbridge, Botetourt, Wythe, Norfolk, Halifax,
Campbell, Franl<lin, Bedford, Aecomac, Albernare, F auquier,.,and Culpeé
per; and the counties of Chesterfield, Buckingham, Montgomery, and
Mecklenburg having within a small fraction of 8,000, shall also be entitled
to an additional representative each; and that each county which hadaa

e White population of more than 8,000, is for every 4,000 free white persons.
over 8,000, entitled to one other representative~��that is to say, the coun-
ties of .Rovkingham, Augusta, and Pittsylvania, to two additional, and the
counties of Frederick, Shenandoah, and Loudoun, to three additional rep»
resentatives each.�

This amendment was adopted in the house by a vote of 108 to 94.
see that the delegates from the counties of Accomac, .4. mherst, Bucking-s~
ham, t �-ampbell, Fairfax, F auquier, Loudoun, N eison, Henrico, and thetcity
of Richmond, voted for it. 0 t
We have been told more than once that our friends of the Valley ocety... .

pied the proud position ofmaintaining the suffrage ll);-lSlS from principle"
alone; and you, too, sir, (Mr. WH1TE.,�. of Loudoun, occupying the chair.,):
and one of your coileagttes, (Mr. CA.R,&#39;1�I;.}3,,,). thegentleman from A.t:coma.e,;.
(Mr. Wise) and the gentleman from Patrick (Mr. Sroaar) acterlfroui that
motive. VVell, sir, it is a proud position for you to occupy. I should en-~
vy your position but for the fact that I once occupied that position myself.-
In 1829, when your large county of Loudounha-;l but an equal representa-e-
tion with the then small county of Lewis, represented by my friend from
Lewis (Mr. BLAND) and myself in the �Legislature, you appealed to us asyn-
matter of justice tha_t representational� the several counties should be regu-- ,
iated by their white population. What did. my then colleague and myself�
do? Why, sir, we stripped our little county of power and transferred its
to the ltrge counties inthe Valley, Piedmont, and other portions 0li,th,e
State, upon principle. By tracing the journals, you will see that my friend
from Lewis, (Mr. BLAND,) then my colleague from that county, and my-
self, voted upon every question, notexactly as you vote here, from princi- ,
ple alone, without any interest. to prompt you, but with direct interest
against the course we were pursuing.

It is a proud position, Mr.   Chairman, that you occupy here. I have
afbeen gratified, exceedingly grati�ed, by the course pursued by the Va.l� ,
Iley and a portiwn of the East. I have heard the able arguments and
the eloquent remarks made by gentlemen upon this �oor from the Val-
tey, from Loudouu, and from Accomac, wtitli great sat_.isfa.r:tion. You
will abandon your position, I have heard it said, because you havoho
interest to prompt you to adhereto it. ,I have no such fears, anti appre-
hend nothing of the kind. You have everything to prompt you to a
strict adherence tothe position you have taken. You and your consti.t~
uents stand before the world as high proof against the assertion made,
on this door, that mankind, in regard to political afftirs, are governed
by interest alone. Instead of . distrusting your �delity, you and your
valley and eastern associates shall be our captains to lead us onto vtc-
tory, for triumph we must. .Onrs is a cause that cannot be defeated,
although it may be delayed. t \ ,   a ;
_There was an attempt made in the Legisl.ature of 1828-��29to adopt
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the mixed basis in the organizat.ion of the Convention The protiosiw
tion \Vtl~;�tIfft&#39;I&#39;t&#39;(l�l~ii3&#39;�Ml�. Rntherfoord,\vh�o then rtept&#39;esented this city
But how tiiifereitt was it from the proposition now presented. Mr. tin»
therlootd, as it \\ Ill be seen by the journal, upon page 104, proposed to
or,_.o:aniz- a tionvont on of 100 members. �The white H-pulatton of the
State was tht_-n 603,081, and�the taxation only 4l)3,454. Pitt together
the population and taxes, and you have l,O;%t*i,t:iz�4. Mr. Rutlterl&#39;oord
was for rnakingz a dollar of the taxes equal to a the white person How
very diffet&#39;etit from the proposition now� under consideration, which
sinks a freeman to less than 50 ceiits. And», sir, I am happy to attuounce
to the conmiittm-, that altliot19;h thatgtintletnan, i\ 1� Hull t:*l�i(.�>t»ld, feltit
his duty to offer t&#39;aat ;;roposition, that he himself was at t.hat. tint» in fa-»
vor of the b .sis of iron white population.

With your indulgence," and �thatof the cornutitter, I will read an ex.
¥!�3.�(&#39;i from his remarks: A t to i *  ~ *
 � He had not only been in favor ofa Convention, but ilftd uniformly

I advocated its tl"_£{tl.lllZ�tiit)ll upon the most liberal principles. He, had
ever been of opinion that an Qqlll�i�ElP[)Ol&#39;ti0lltIlt!ili. of poltiicalplower
atnnugr the free white population ofthe Oonisfriotnvvziltli was esst-=titial§-to
the constitution of a pure democracy; and accordingrfly while a member
ofthe late Stauntou Convention, he had (as one of the tlolegatcs oi� the
rfrieuds of reform) voted in favor i�)t�l_tETl(g extension of the l�i;_{&#39;i�ltt)fS!lffl&#39;&1i(,§¬,
and ofeqnil app5irtionmeut oi�srepresertt:;ttion,��aaiki1;: the free white in«
habl.t;tt�lts0l"[.l1t: State. Such were his Opinions at t.l1tttimt:, nor had he,
as yet, Seen ant� cause to change them. � On the conir.=u�y, his observa~
tion. experience and t�:.*�eCtl0tI had: tentled to con�rm his opinions, early
imbtlied and sancnotied by our bill of rights.� , y &#39; l

liert�-, sir, is the opinion of one of the first citizens of Eastern Virgin.iia,&#39;
that our views of the principles of the bill of t&#39;igl1ts are correct, and that
we are not now striving for power, for powers sake, but to establish
a great rt-pnlilit an principle. &#39;   t     *

How have tliitigs changed, Mr. Chairtnau? A metribnr induced to
propose the mixed hasisin consequence of the requirement of his con-<
st«itur~nts ! lfveti then it was supposed that. property should he .protec-
ted by having representation. Brit, sir, we are ci�t0e1&#39;ed by the tact, that
the delegate presenting it was opposed to the oil-ions principle. 1 say
odious, liemtttse it cannot be otherw&#39;i=se thauaodious in the extreme to
those who cherish equality and liberals prfnciples. I have not made tire
c,alcnla.tion in reference to the mixed basis scheme of 1829 ; but we see
at once that it would give to poptrlatioit about dottble the representation
in tho (fonventron that it proposed to give to wealth, (�Y the taxes paid-,;,
which scheme bears a strong resetnl.r�lanc*et to the pt&#39;op0si:=tion o�ered by

a the gentleman from Henrieo, (;\/lr. Bo&#39;r&#39;rs..)i He stated that his prop0s;i.«

« larger rcprosentaton in the it-,qi�sl�at

tiou ol a compromise would give to a white person about double the in»
�ttt�:m&#39;e of a dollar of taxes. Tl-rest mixed basis st-heme now under cone
siderat on gives to a d�ol�l?ar double the force of a person. T understood
from the rt*ma!&#39;l<St of the honorable gentlcrnati from Ilenrico, (Mr.
B0&#39;r&#39;1�s,) that by his plan a wliiite perso�n wouldhe about cqualto two
dollars of taxes, giving to the whi&#39;t»e po»pu=lat~ion of the State, a mtich

ive department than tothat of taxa~
tion. Very, Inany gentlemen upon the other sielehave placed much of
their argument upon the �provision �:¬)".f:CQii.$§iliUgii0ll of the United
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Status tn::t times representation in the House of Representivra; upon
  popnzation ntttl a portion of the slaves known as tmiurat numbers,
they have utt. »mptetl- to susta it their propos tion by the v ews 0fga&#39;t]fI%-
men who advocated thattwinciple of representation in the Convention
that fII&#39;tllt3(l the con:.titnti:an of the United States, and by argntnents in
Congzress xvhosi the articles ot"�conf&#39;cd»ration were adopted.� In ti1&#39;der
to cone ton. pi-ope; nn,dnrstanding of the force cit&#39;the:2in:tir1&#39;1e1it, I tntt"st
be inrlitlgwi in hr*ia.ly tracing the history ofthatday, and when I do so;
I�shnlt feel authorized to say that but few of the patriots of the revolt}-
tion ur)tttt&#39;n<�w(i for a principle soanti-re;i>u�blican as that of the rnixed
basis. A r &#39; i 4.
t I m."tl�tl&#39;rtll1 before this committee, that the principle of the suffrage basis

is the principle of� the revolution--i&#39;t is the princip�e of the t-;-qualit.y of sores?-
reigns. The so&#39;~;&#39;ereignty of the State, for all practical purposes, is vested
in the voters, and conseq&#39;uentl_y every voter is a so&#39;verei,9;n, and entitled to
equal representati-:)n. Our fathers of the-srevolntion acknowledged that
principle. The declaration of independence, we all know, was atlopiteclyon
4th July 1776, and the articles of confederation were reported to Congress
on the &#39;l2tt1ot&#39;the same month, though they werenot finall_y arrloptezlcuntilt
about l�78t. You will�ntl, by reference to the articles of con�idez-�ationr,
that tlie.st1ffragr2 of the States in Congrerss. organized by those
was (~qt.1al.ea(:i�1 tate being entitled to one vote. And�wh_y ? Becanseit
was a confederation ofsovereignties, each sovereignty, as I have Sl&#39;HtE&#39;(Tl, being
equal. At that day any attempt, as now contended for, todiscriminate be?-
tween s-o\&#39;err»i;{z�is, would haveheen denounreed. A,

In the Convention that formed the constitution of the UnitedlStates,
that great c-ompact or bond of union between �sovereignties, it willbe seen,
by t�efet&#39;e;&#39;;(3e to the journals, that each*State was entitled tobut one vote.
This sum�;-age basis �wasthe�n recognized"��this principle, that we now maihv
tain, was arhnitted and adopted. We are enlightened by very short sketclics
of the debates that took place in the Congress that formed the articles �of.
confederation, but have them more atlarge in the Convention that? torrnedr
the constitution of the United States. L �

l\�Iy friend from Pittsylvania, (Mr. TRED\vAY,) who I was so unforthi»
nat; as to�interrupt at the time he addressed the committee uponthis sub-
ject, has t�e�*rretl to Adams, to Witherspoon, to Franklin, and others who
were in the Conggress that adopted the articles of cont"ederation.. He téils
�us that the question was upon the basis of representation -in the Senate. In
that, he has fallen into an error, because under� the articles of conferlieiiae
tion there was no Senate. He refers us to the following remarks ofFranklin: � r I

*� He thought it very extraordinary language, to be �told, by any Sttife,
that they would not confederate with us unless we let tl]t�II1 dispose of
p&#39;ropert.y.� � .. , I
3-and which are used before this committeeas tending to support the mixed
�basis. I beg leave to callthe attention of my fr*ie&#39;nd frhxn Pittsylv�ania to
the remarks of Dr. Franklin in the Convention that frainerl�the\constitue-
tion, on the qu stion or representation. He said, � It-now think that, the
number of rep�resentatiive�s should bear some proportion to the number
the represented.� .- ._ 3 I r .   t �  3

I shall nottrouble t.he&#39;committee by calling its attention to other re.-i
�maths of Mr. Witherspn than those refcrrred torhy that gentleman,



� of the earth to govern in the counsels of men.

you to your heart�s content. J And it is re erre

them by that majority.
voting here by their representatives?�

lithe number of freemen.

16
.Tnr.nwAY.) It will be seen, however, by reference to th:-em that he
spoke of the sovereignty of the States,and maintained thatthe Statyesa
were sovereign until they parted with their sovereignty. And by the-
constitution of the United States, a portion or that sovereignty was part-~
ed with, and hence the change of representation in the Ct)I1g?t�eSS of the
United States. The gentleman called our attention to the following re-~
marks of Mr. Adams: � , r

� That reason, justice and equity never had weight enough on the face
It is interest alone which

does it, and it is interest alone which can be trusted. Theref re, the inte-~
rest within doors should be a mathematical representative of the interest
Without doors. A has £50, B £500, C £1,000 in partnership. -Is it just.
that they should equally disposeof the money of the partnership?� e

�In these remarks we have almost the entire argument upon the other side.
They were, as you know, made in the Congress that formed the compact
or articles of confederation between purely sovereign States. i
i It seems our friends upon the other side get their whole argument fromMr. Adams. They not only adopt it in substance, but word for word. it I
will read another paragraph from the same speech : S

� The confederation is to make us one individual only; it is to fuse us, like
separate parcels of metal, into one common mass.�
, I was astonished at my democratic friend from Pittsylvania makingthis reference to the remarks of Mr. Adams. Here is consolidation for�

ii to by States� rights dem-a
ocrats!   _ y     S s

But if» our friends upon the other side have the right to referto the views
of membersof Congress to sustain their position here, have we not the
same right to refer to the views of otherdistinguished members to sustainyours? �I beg to call the attention of the committee to what was said
Dr. Rush, when speaking of representation in Congres   under the articles
of confederation. He said, � Why is it not equally necessary there shoulri.
be an equal representation there? Were it possible to collect the whole body
of the people together, they would determine the questions submitted to

Why should not the same majority decide, when
Now, here is the argument of the suffrage basis. We say that this mat-

ter of representation is intended merely to speak as the people would
speak, were they personally present. And Dr. Rush, in that Congress,proclaimed that that was the true principle. And it is the true prin-
ciple, and the only principle which can last. Representation is adoptedmerely from necessity, and it is intended that the voice of the people
should be spoken through their representatives; and any attempt to re-~
strict that voice, either by constitutional provisions or otherwise, is an usur-pation and an infringement upon their rights. But we have the opinion of
another member of that body. &#39;be in proportion to wealth, but that representation should accord withThat government is a collection of the results,
of the wills of all. That if any government could speak the will ofall, it would be perfect; and that so far as it departs from this,Cit be-comes imperfect.� , �   ~ . y

Could words he more plain? Could correct principles bemore T clearly
and explicitly laid down? How different from the declarations of those

Mr. Wilson said, � That taxation should.�
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whoenrlea vor here tosustain the usurped powers of the governmen:tal majority iBy the provisions of the article&#39;s.of&#39; confederation, the suffrage or repre-sentatioi of each State in Congress was equal.
of the government thus organized were to be levied upon lands. An effort
was made to base the contribution upon population. Some desired to have
those contributions upon the whole population, slaves as well as freeWhites. Hear what Mr. Chase, of&#39;Mary.*and, said on the subject: � Thatnegroes in fact should not he considered as members of the State, morethan cattle, and that they have no more interest in it.� We have theviews of gentlemen representing the slave interest at that time. Theyplace this species of property inits proper condition. How does that
<acco"d with the remark of the
&#39;rLE,) that a portion� of the soyvereignity is in the slaves? Mr. Chase,
at thatearly day, told you that negroes were property, nothing more than-cattle or horses; as such we concede that they are to be protected, but not
represented. The worthy.gent&#39;leman from Pittsylvania, (Mr. &#39;I�RED,wAY,)refers us to the remarks of Mr�. Hamilton. Now, sir, in my country, it al-
most runs a democrat mad to name Hamilton ; and the Whigs I believe-�many of us-��-do not have much con�dence in his olpinions. I
remarks of Mr. Hamilton :

The taxes for the support

� Ithas been said that if the smaller States re-nounced their .equali:ty, they renounced at the same time their liberty. �Th�etruth is, it is a contest for power, and notlor liberty.
osing the smaller States be less free than those composing the larger &#39;? TheState of Delaware, having 40,000 souls, will lose power, for she has one-tenth only of the voters of Pennsylvania, which has 400,000 inhabitants;but will the people of Delaware" be �less free if each citizen has an equal

vote with each citizen of Pennsylvania ?� But I beg leave to refer in�friend t.o Mr. Hamilton�s views upon the question of representation. Mr. r
Hamilton, in the Convention that formed the constitution of the UnitedStates, moved this amendment to a resolution on �the subject of representa-tion: -� That the right of suffrage in the national Legislature ought to beproportioned to the number of free inhabitants.��.,3, ,   it
Hard pressed, as my friend and his associates are, to sustain the powers ofthe governmental majority�, I freely excuse him for not referring to theviews of Mr. Hauiilton that I have just read- The gentlemen upon theother side are welecome to all that they can make out of the remarksof Mr.

His remarks that I have read are direct to the question of representation,
His opinions, however, with mehave but littleweight, and I am willing to hand themiover to gentlemen to make the mostoft-hem. I will admit that Mr. Hamilton was a patriot, loved his country,and desired to see its government established upon what be conceived to

correct principles, but his notions were too extreme for me. Lookat" theplan which he presented to the Convention for organizingthegovernmentof the United States. I shall not trouble the committee byreading it,but only refer to some of its prominent features. He proposed aSenate
for-�lite, or good behavior, to have the sole power of declaring �war; a Pre-sident for life���the President to appoint the Governors of t the States-�-theGovernors of the States to have a veto upon the laws of the States--thePresident to liave an absolute vetowonthe laws passed by Congress,,andthe entire direction of war wheriauthorized or begun. I put it to gentle- Vmen even if Mr. Hamilton had proposed representation according to themixed basis as advocated by them now,

gentleman from Pittsylvania, (Mr. WHIT- 1

He read these

"Will the men com- I

whether it would be regarded as I
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much authority in this body, or to much consideration at this enlightened day�?
Mr. Madison has been trequently referred to on this question, in connec-=~

tion with the formation of the constitution of the United States. Ifthe
committee will bear with me for a moment, I think I shall be enabled to
satisfy every mind that Mr. Madison at that time, was ofthe opinion that
the free white population or the suffrage basis was the true one to be adopted
for the government of the States. Mr. Patterson, in the Convention which
formed that constitution, said, � Has a man in Virginia a number of votes in
proportion to the number of his slaves? And if negroes are not represenfed
in the States to which theybelong, why should they be represented in the
general government? What is the true principle of representation? It
is an expedient, by which an assembly of certain individuals, chosen by the
people, is substituted, in place of the inconvenient meeting of the people .
themselves. If such a meeting of the people was actually to take place,
would the slaves vote? They would not. Why then should they be rep-
resented ? Mr. Madison reminded Mr. Patterson, that his doctrine of rep-
presentation, which was in its principle the genuine one, must forever silence
the pretensions of the small States to an equality of votes with the large
ones. They ought to vote in the same proportion in which their citizens
would do, if the people of all the States were collectively met.� The
committee will recollect that in the formation of the constitution of the Uni*-
ted States, the most di�icult question was, that of the suffrage of the States
in the Congress. The small States claimed that among sovereigns there
should be equality of suffrage ;. the large States contended. the States parted
with a portion of their sovereignty, and that that rule did not apply. a We
all know that the vexed question was compromised by giving to the States
equal suffrage in the Senate, and representation in the House of Represen-
tatives upon federal numbers. We see that whilst Mr. �Madison was corn-�
pelled to admit that Mr. Patterson�s doctrine of representation was cor»
rect, he seized upon the remarks of Mr. Patterson to refute the pretensions &#39;
of the small States In claiming equal representation in both branches of thenational Legislature.   � p C

Now, what are we to understand from the remarks f ll/.lr.. Madison C?
Could he have been more direct and plain~spoken upon the question of rep-
resentation? He says that the views of Mr. Patterson are correct, and
that the States ought to vote in the same proportion as their citizensawould &#39;
vote if the people of the States were collectively met. And yet, notwith-
standing this, Mr. Madison is used as authority, by gentlemen upon the oth-
er side, to sustain the mixed basis principle I. But, sir, I have not done
with Mr. Madison upon this subject. I will show this comm.-ittee that he
repeated the same remarks some time afterwards. He says, still, speaking
upon the question of representation, �It had been very properly observed
by Mr. Patterson that representation was an expedient by which the mee-,
ting of the people themselves was rendered unnecessary, and that the rep-
resentatives ought therefore to bear a proportion to the votes which their
constituents, if convened, would respectively have.� t . y
. Here we have a second declar�a.tion upon the subject : Mr. Madison ad-
mittingand conceding, that the principle for which we contend is thetrue
principle. t The gentlemen from Richmond (Mr. Lyons and Mr. SfrANAnD)~
also endeavored to sustain their positions by referring to what I was
said in the Convention to form the constitution of the*United States. The
East gentleman who addressed the committee -referred to Mr. Sherman. . It
will read an extract from Mr. Sherman�s views upon this subiect. I was

��"��*�*-- -----��~�~
--1&#39;
£
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astonished at the reference the gentleman made��(2d Madison papers)-
� Mr. Sherman proposed that the proportion of suffrage in the first branch
should be according to therespective numbers of free inhabitants ; and that
in the second branch, each State should have one vote and no more.�

I assume the position before this committee that the provisions of the
&#39;COIlStitt1tl()I�l of the United States have no just bearing upon the proposition
now under consideration. It was aicompromise and adjustment by sove-
reign �States, of concessions upon the one hand and concessions upon� the
other. I maintain from the course of argument in that body���that en-
lightened body at that patriotic period of our po.l�it"ical existence�that the
great men of that day advocated the p.rincip&#39;l_esi which we here advocate in
-this year 1851. Take all the debates in that body-�take the history of the
Commonwealth of Vir�g�inia upon the subjectof representation,� and the ar-
ggument is overwhelming in favor of the position we occupy upon this floor.

This is the first time that it has �become necessary for this governmental
-majority to assume the bold� ground it now assumes, of retaining the pow-
er in the hands of the minority. in former contests, the question could be
waived and the power retained. The question is now to be directly met,
whether this great princ�}ip&#39;le is to he pro-stratedg, or the power of this go-
vernmental majority, held by the eastier.-n� portion of this Commonwealth,
is to �be surrendered. fT*hat is the question we are to determine, and
that is the questionirto w�hfich the ..at1ention of the Commonwealth is now
�called ; -and not only this �Commonwealth, but all who love equality. It in-
volves 2a great principle--ca �principle that should never be yielded, for it is
�liberty i&#39;tsel�f. T was astonished when I referred to the fact that the arti-
eles of confederation, which were achanged", I think by Congress in 1783,
retained the suffrage basis and adopted federal numbers as the rule of con-
tribution. and that every member from Virginia voted for it. In reply to
?�the argument that has been urged over and over again, attempted to ~ be
�drawn from .the;pI!0,visions of the constitution of the United States in refe-
rence to -re,wprosentation,, and to show �how wholly different that constitution
is in its nature and object from the constitution intended for the government
~of a single�State, I ask ;the indrulgence of the committee while I read some
remarksimade biyMr. Madison in the Convention of this State that rati�ed
the constitution of the �United States. He said: � Give me leave to sa
�something of the nature of the government, and to show that it is safe and
just �to vest it with the power of taxation. There are a number of opin-
C -ions"; but the principle quels�ti~on is, whether it be a federal or consolidated
government. In order to judge properly of the question before us, we must
«consider it minutely in all its principal parts. I. conceive myself that it is
{of a mixed nature; it is in a imanner unprecedented; we cannot fnid one
�express example in the experience of the world. It stands by itself. In
some respects it is a government of a federal nature ;.in others it is of a
consolidated nature. Even if we attend. to the manner in which the con-
stitution is investigated, rati�ed andmade the act of the people of Ameri-
ca, I can say, notwithstanding what the honorable gentleman has alleged,"
that this government is not completely consolidated, nor is itentirely fedie--,
ral. Who are parties to it ? The people-�hut not thepeople as composing,
one great body, but the people as composing thirteensovereignties. �lore
it as the gentleman asserts, a consolidated government, the assent of atma- -
jority of the people would be suflieiient for its establishment; and as a ma-
jority have adopted it already, the reinaijning States would be bound by
the act of the maiority, even if the*vr1..tnaniimonsiv irenrohated" it; were it
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such a government as.it is suggested, it would be now binding on�the pen»
ple of this sttate, without having had the privilege of detiberating upon it;
but, sir, no State is bound by it,� as it is, without its own consent. Should
all the States adopt it, it will be then a government establisherl by the th-ir-J-S
teen �States of America; not through the intervention of the Legislature,
but by the people at large. In this particular respect, the distinction be-
tween the existitg and proposed governments is very material. The exist-
ing system has been derived� from the dependent derivative authority of the
Legislatures of the States, Whereas this is derived from the superior power
of the people. If we look at the manner in which alterations are to be
made in it, the same idea is in some degree attended to. By the new sys-v
tern, a majority of the States cannot introduce amendments ; nor are all the
States required for that purpose; three« fourths of them nuist concur in al-
terations: in this there is a departure from the federal idea. The mem-
bers of the national House of Representatives are to be chosen by the peoe
�pic at large, in proportion to the numbers in the respective districts. W hen l
�we come to the Senate, its members are elected by the States in their politi-er
cal capacity; but had the government been completely consolidated, the
Senate would have been chosen by the people in their inrli\&#39;itl:uttl capacity,
in the same manner as the members of the other house. &#39;i:�bus it is of a
complicated nature and this complication, I trust, will be found to exclude
the evils of absolute. consolidation, as well a-s of a jnew confetleracy. If
Virginia was separated from all the States, her power and authority would
extend to all cases: in like manner were all powers vested in the general
government, it wouldbe a consolidated governtnent; but the powers of
the federal government are enumerated ; it can only operate in certain car-
ses; it has legislative powers on de�ned and limited objects, beyond wh.ich
it cannot extend its jurisdiction.� I p , .

Here we have the. true character of the federal government, given by
one of all others who best understood it, and he tells you that there had
been no other government like that. It was a government of itself, al��
though there had been in existence for many years governtntents of the;
several States of the confederacy, and among them our constitution adopted
in 1776,, and under which the atfairs of the State had been carried on to
1778, the time that these remarks were made. I regard this i"e�ference by
honorable members to the constitution of the United States as entirely fo-v
reign to the question now under consideration. The gentleman from
Pittsylvania, (Mr. TREDwAv,) referred to a portion of the declaration oft
independence and the constitution of the federal government. . We know.
that the declaration of independence was adopted in 1776, and that the con-
stitutiqp was formed in 1787, more than ten years after the adoption of
the tleélaration ; and it should also be borne in mind that the declarationof
independence was intended to assert the rights of the States as independent"
sovereignties. There being no confetleration at the time of the adoption
ofthe declaration of independence, State sovereignties existed in their sea-A
parate capacities only.

Then this portion of the argument is out of the question. Does it not
present the question, on the part of gentlemen who advocate the mixed
basis, as holding� on to power, disregarding thegreat� p:"inciples of the bill
of rights? They �nd it necessary, in order to retain the power, to-
aciopt some rule by which it will remain where it is. Insteadof resort:
ing directly tothe slaves, forthe purpose of keeping out of view that inter-
rest, andrctaining the power in the hands of those that hold that interest.
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and thereby control the affairs of the State, they adopt the principle of po-
pulation and traxation combined. It was said by the gentleman trom Pitts-
sylvania, (Mr. WHiTTLE,) and it was concetled by eastern gentlemen in the
last Convention, that prrirna facie the white population was the true basis
of representation, but that circumstances might make it necessary that that
principle should he deparéted from. Let us ~~ee if there is anything in the
condition of the State that requires adeparture from that great principle.
What are the great interests of the State? I beg leave to call the atten-
tion of the committe-e to what Iconceive to be among the great interests of
the Comtnonwealm. 1 look to the landed interest as one of �hose great in-
terests. I �ntl by reference to the tables that the Tide-water portion of the
Commonwealtih has 6.,178,&#39;71=6 acres ofland, valued with the improvements
upon it, at$Jl9,6l4.282. Its town lots and buildings are valued now at
3B28,350.,2.~)2 ; the amrregate Value &#39;of1antt�antt lots is FE577,-96�l,5&#39;7�l, payingDD
an anneal tax of :$.J1,370, valued in 1819 at $71,496,997; increase In
twenty-one years but $6,467 577. The Piedmont country has 9,945,362;
acres of land, valued now at $73,286,115. The town lots, including the
buildings, are valued at $4,500,361, making an aggregate value of 5377,-
786,476, valued in 1819 at $78,165,919-; decrease in twenty one years,
$389,443, paying 1 "now a tax of $81,018 ; and making I aggregate of tax
upon land east of the Blue Ridgeof $372,388. The Valley has 6,527,-
368 acres ofland, now valued at $53,125,657; town lots at 4,290,589, ma-
king an aggregateof 57,416,246, valued in 1819 at .��341,1.73,3 12; increase
in twenty-one years $16,242,734, paying a. tax of $59,346. "I&#39;rans-&#39;Al&#39;-
leghany has 26,144,341 acres of-land, now Valued at .¢,B5é3,739,994; town
lots. $3,772,931; making an aggregate of $61,512,928,fvalued in 1819 at
$16,057,978; increase in 21 years, $14,454,950! paying a tax" of ,
$65,324; making an aggregate of $124,660 of taxes paid west of the
Blue Ridge upon land ; {showing a iditiet�e.r1ee of $58,728 between the east
and west in taxes on land; a small amount, which a few years wilt cancel,
for the lands in the Trans-Alleghany, at the same; rate of increase in thir-
ty years, will amount to $225,000,000.   The free white population of the
entire east is $102,771 ; increase since the census 011840, nine per cent.
The entire West has a population of 494.�7ti3; increase since the census of

� 1840 of 33 per cent. The slave populati-�on in the east is 412,738; in the
West it is 63,224; making a difference of 349 ,504. I

The whole amount of taxes paid in the East is $366,236; in the west 1
204,256, making a difference of $161,980; the increase in the East since
the last assessment has been 36, and in the west 56 per centum.

I tind by the tables furnished that there are,lin the Commonwealth, 72,-
976 poor children, of which but 31,655 have been sent to school, leaving
41,321 uneducated ; and presenting to the mind the deplorable fact that in
this great Commonwealth of Virginia, the mother of States and of States-
men, there are, under the operation of this governmental majority, more
than 41,000 children growing up in utter ignorance. We know what the
census tells us with reference to the number over twenty years of at e who

. cannot read and wr-ite�only 79,294 1 ll The neglect of the education of
the children� shows how that result has been brought about.

I wish to call the attention of the committee in this connection, while
looking at the condition of the Commonwealth, to the amount of expendi-
tures under appropriations made by the legislature for works of internal im-
provement. I do s") from the fact that we have been told over and over
again, that the west has plundered, and desires to plunder, the -eastern por-
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tion of the Commonwealth, in the form of appropriations for works of inw
ternal improvement.- It will be seen by the tables upon this subject, that
there has b =en expended east of the Blue Ridge of mountains, $59,405,394
18; west ofthe Blue Ridge, $4,172,,5t&#39;5l; making a difference �between the
east and west of $5,23"2.bl3 18. Now, we have been told that the eastern
portion of the Commonwealth pays all the taxes, and that the great effort;
is on the part of the west to control the tax-layin,<: and appropria-
ting power with a view of making large appropriations in the west preju-
dicial to the interests of the east.� Itis true that the eastpays the larger por-
tion of the taxes of the State; but it_ is certain that they have appropriated
to themselves muchsthe larg_er proportion of these taxes-�their full share.

Wihélt is the annual arnount of taxes paid by the east ?��$3ti6,236. This
excess, £lB5,17;�,581,iof appropriation in favor of the east over that of the
west, would exhaust almost the entire amount of the tax paid by the east.
But, sir, take all the appropriations made in the east, S:B9,40+:&#39;),394, and the
interest upon that sum is $564,323 65���almost double the amount of taxes
paid� annually by the eastern portion of the Common wealth...

How is it with the we.=st��-with an expenditure of $4,172,581, the interest
on which is $240,334 86 C� The taxes, $204,256�showing that their taxes
are nearly equal to the whole amount of the interest upon theexpenditure.
So this outcry against the west, ofplundering and appropriating the money of
the east, is without foundation. Now, I admit it is proper, in the formation
of a c.&#39;mstit.ution of a State, to». look to all the interests of that r*tate,. and
so to frame the provisions of that instrument that every interest may be
protected and secured ; but I do not admit that it is necessary, in orderto
protect the various interests of the Commonwealth, that property should�
be an element of representation. I concede frankly, and I do it without.
hesitation, that it is the interest and duty of every well regulated govern-
ment, to provide amply� for the protection and security of property ;. but I
must and do protest against the necessity, in order that property should be
properly protected. that it should form an element of representation. I
take the views of Mr. t\/Ieidison upon that subject��-that representation is an
expedient by which the voice of the people is brought into the legislative
hall. Each representative should represent an equal number of people of
the Commonwealth. VVheneVer you depart from that great.principl=e, you
are perfectly out at sea. Adopt this principle, and you have well�definecl
landmarks to govern your action; but the very moment you depart from
it, you are perfectly without rule or guide; you may adopt one rule at one I
time, and another rule at another time��-it may be changed or modi�ed to
suit the interest or caprice of the party in power. A great principle is
gained by adopting the suffrage basis.

VVhat do these statistics show us? A majority of something like 100,-A
000 free white people west of the Blue Ridge. They show that the po-R
pulation and wealth are all increasing rapidly in that section .of the State,
and stationary in the east. These statistics show that for a series of �thir-
ty years the lands east of the Blue Ridge have not increased one dollar in
value, while the lands in the west have increased more than �re-fold. The
population of the east increases at a slow pace. The popiilation of the
west increasv s rapidly. The fact cannot be doubted that the westis rapid-
ly increasing in population and wealth. Under these circumstances,.I ask
you Mr. Chairman, what kind of legislative. action is required for -that
portion of the (�ommonwealth ? Does it� not require, active, v1go.rous,, en-
terprising, energetic measures? And what is required for that portion sir,
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that is stationary �? It is merely security to property l I repeat, it is
merely security to property. The proposition now under consideration is
to place the legislative power in the hands of the minority of the people,
who are the stationary portion of the community�-�stationary with regard
to improvements, population, enterprise, Wealth� and, worse than all, men-
tal improvement. , Now, cast your eye to the far west. Lookat the diffi-
culties that country had to encounter. In its early settlement the pioneers
had to conquer the Indian savage. ~ They have since had to conquer a most
miserable system of disposing of the public domain. Notwithstanding this,
they have advanced with almost the stride of a giant, and at last they are
about to conquer this governmental majority. What would your State be
without the west ? What was the condition of this State seventy years
ago? The first among. her sisters. Where is she now ? Where will she
be twenty years hence, unless she is stimulated by some new power to
give her life and energy and new action ? Where would she be but for the
energy and enterprise of the west ? My -friend from Accomac (Mr. VVI-FSE)
can answer that question better than I can. He would say �dwarfed ;�
but «there is no doubt that, instead of standing where she ought to stand,
the first among her sisters, she has retrograded comparatively by this mis- �
erable policy of sti�ing the energies of her people.

In consequence of the strongeffort that is being made to retain in the
0 hands of the slaveholders the legislative power, I have directed my atten-
tion to the condition of the slaveholding portion of the State. I have ta-
ken the twenty-two counties having the largest slave population over that
of the white; I �nd that in them the white population is 67,435, and the
slave population is 97,935 ; making an excess of 30,500 of slaves over the
white population. That since the last census these counties have increased
in population but 777, andrdecreased 4,903. These counties have 5,854
white persons over twenty years of age who cannot read and write. In
many of these counties a most deplorable state of ignorance exists. There
is in the entire State about 1 in 125,- over 20 years of ag- that cannot read
and write, but in these slave counties there is about 1 in 1.1-}, of that un�n-
tunate class. The 22 counties alluded to are Caroline, Essex, Greensville, .
Gloucester, Charles City, Hanover, James City, King George, King and
Queen, King William, Lancaster, l\/Iiddlesex, New Kent, Northumberland,
Northampton, Prince George, Spottsylvania, Surry, Sussex, VVarwi(:k,
VVestmoreland and York. In most of these counties the lands have con-
tinued to decrease in value for the last thirty years.

Let me ask the indulgence of the committee to give the number ofyfree
whites, and the increase or decrease since 1840., the number that are over
twenty years of age in some of these counties who cannot read and write,
and the value of their lands in 1830, 1840 and� 1850. Essex, white popu-
lation 3,072, decrease 883, cannot read and write 400, ortone in. seven; ave-
rage value of lands per acre in 1830, $8 45, in 1810, $9 08, in 1850,
$9 57. Greenesville, white population, 1,725, decrease 203, cannot read
and write 183, or one in nine; average value of lands per acre in 1830,
$6 13 in 1840, $41 69, in 1850, $2 82. , Charles City, white population,
1,656, decfease 15, cannot read and write 176, or one in nine; value of
lands per acre in 1830,  90, in 1840, $7 10, in 1850, $7 &#39;75. King
George, white population 2,302, increase 33, cannot read and write 236,
or one in nine; value of lands per acre in 1830, $11 42., in 1840, $8663,
in 1850, $3 61. King VVilliam, white population 2,/719,�<lecrease 4�-38,
cannot read and write 204, or one in thirteen; value of lands per acre in
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18140, 2159 50, in1840, $28 36, in 1850, EH58 10. New Kent, white pope-r
lation 2,224, increase 243,� cannot read and write, 198, or one in eleven;
value of lands per acre in 1830 $5 76. in 1840, $5 &#39;71 in 1850 $5 43..
Northampton, white population 35,104, decrease 237. caniiot read and vvrite�275,101» one in eleven; value of lands per acre in 1830, $11 49, in 18-10, 57 in 1850 �B11 23. Sirrry, white population 2 195 decrease 362 ..cannot read and xiviiite, 294, or one in seven; value of land piar aerein 1830:
$4 81, in 1840, $4 07, in 1850, $4 55. Sussex, white population, 3,084,,
decrease 500, cannot read and write 86, or one in 35; value of land per
acre in 1830, $5 19, in 1840, $4 08, in 1350,  06. I will not pursue�
this melancholy picture any further. I have referred to these counties out
of no disrespect to any one. For the� members representing them, I per-
sonally entertain the kindest feelings. The course of the governmental
majority forces it upon me.� I have carefully endeavored to ascertain if
there was any good reason why one person in these 22 slave counties is to
have more than double the political power ofthose residing in the 23 counties
in northwestern Virginia, and constituting a portion ofmy constituents hav-ing the fewest number ofslaves, to which I shall hereafter particularly refer.

I have looked at the great landed interest in the entire slave regrion, and?
» find but little to relieve the picture. Iam sorry to tell my honorable friend
from Mecklenburg (Mr. Goonn) that in his county, since the last assess-
ment, the lands have depreciated 9&2 per acre. In the county of Green ville >
it is most deplorable. My friend (Mr. CIIAMBLISS) vvill pardon me for
makinegrefereiice to his county again. In 1830 the lands averaged E�ti 13
per acre, in 1840 they depreciated to  69, and in 1859 to $2 82 per acre.

Mr. Goons, [in his seat] �There is :1 railroal going through that coumy.� &#39; . .
Mr. Lr.&#39;rc»Hna, [in his ~ea.t.] What would the land be worth without the railrmd?
Mr. CAMDEN�. I suppose that getting a railroad has prevented the

lands from depreciating still more. But for that railroad, I doubt whether
the lands would be worth having.

Now, take the Greensville district. We have this state of things; &
white population of 23,000, a slave population of 24,082 ; and 3,685 vvl;-ite
persons over the age of 20 years that cannot read and write--�a number
greater by 1,136 than the whole number of the votes cast in that district
at the last presidential election. In that great slave district, to which we »
have been referred over and over again, there is one person over 20 years
ofage in every six of the whole population that cannot read and write, to
say nothing of those under that age who are equally unfortunate. Now,
I refer to these facts for what purpose? VVhy, to show that it isnot the
true policy of the State to invest the control of the legislative department
in this slave interest. I am as much opposed to- abolitio-ni-sm as any mem-
her on this floor. I am myself a slave-holder. I detest an aboitionist in
every form. But whilst I am forprotecting this property, Whilst I am for
securing it to its possessors, I do protest against placing the legislative con- ,
trolsof the commonwealth in the hands ofthat� interest under pretence of
securing it to its owners and to prevent its unduertaxation. .

&#39;l&#39;he committee will, I trust, excuse me for a�very short time, for refer-,
ring to the effect of the adoption of the mixed basis, in apportioning rep-
resentation accordir-g to plan A. I have taken sixteen senatorial districts,
each having a member, eight in the\East and eight in the Wes~t, and I find
according to that apportionment that there are 112,715 free Wllllv persons
more in the eight senatorial districts of the West than in the eight «f the
East. So by this apportionment 112,715 of the freemen of the �West are
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totallydisfranchised. Here we have a statement showing this result:
0,1,3 «.4; nut�, �til trion, M-mo iglgm tn] &#39;1�-gyltt-, 23 63$��U1e Senator, Nottoway, Prince Ed-

w rd and Lunenburg, 10 6.10. Excess west, 16 993 ,
Om: Sena! m, 1,-..� S00� and r{u.:<;eo»,ll, 29,635-�One bk-natr.-r, Surry, P.ince- George and Peters-

hurz, 11,-321. Excess west, 13.714. � I . .: ,1.
One ~�-namr. Jackson, W()rid Wm. Gifmer and Ritchie. 26,103�-One Senator, Dinwiddie.

Br tnsvvmk Hid Greensville, I2 423 Exc7-ss west. 13,681. g j 5 � ~
On.» \�»-u:-.ttnr,2lattrick, Henry and Franklin, 24,129-One benator, Halifax, 10,950. luxcesa

wast, 13&#39;3~. ,
One \�eu.+v--r. rlsincock, Brooks an-l Ohio, 26,598-�One Senator, Mecklenburg and Char»

lotte, 13 159 Excess Wt-"bl, 14,439. &#39;
One 3 -1 at v , hldridge, I11-tl&#39;l&#39;ls-sit�! and Lewis, 23,563�Onv Senator, Aibemarle, (759 cannot
. reid ) 11.9-36. Excess west. 11,857. 9 *
One eeatir, lngan,� Boone, Wy nrsag, ltileish, Cabell. Wa ore and Fayette, 24 1-11���One
_ sfm nor, [1 =nrtco, James Cxty and Charles tiny. H.956 Excess we-st, 12,857. g ,
One �~� naror l{ t�lrtWl1�!:l., P:1tn>1=n ml V1 1500, 23 541-On» 5�-Hiator, New Kent, King William,

Km: n l 5),: en, and Eseex, 119.36. Excess west. 115-35 .
Total e-xcess wc~st,112 715. I have put down Patrick, Henry and Franklin with the western count�
ties. it � aw? wit wftheir nroximitv mthe west, and the g?&#39;Pat irtjllrv thP maxed h-«us-iswould do theizii

iThe same injustice applies to the House of Delegates. See:
One I.) legatt�. L -gan.Boone, W_somizeg and Ral<-;&#39;igh,9,911-�Onr-1Jt�l«»g2te, Northampton, 3,104.

livcess west, 6 807.� &#39; � � _ _ ,
One l)���leg.=a e, Lewis, 9 620 �One 1)-les,rate, King George. 9,302 Excess west, 7 318.
One D lctzatr, Monroe, 9 065 -One D-leg-.m:=, King Will» am, 2 712. Excess west, 6,353.
One D deg rte, ttussell, 10,872 One Davie-g.1t.e. Sussex, 3.08-1. Excess west, 6,353.,
One D -Alegne, Wt-&#39;the, 9 644�gOne Delegate, Powhatan, 2 513 Excess wes&#39;,7,121. -
One D�-l give, -qliott, 9.,32¬J�-One Delegate, No%tnw-av. 2.217. Excess west, 7 103.
One Delezrat , Lee, 9,4423-�Orw D leglte, Amelia, 2790. Excess west. 6,653. g y ,
On- D l gale, Greenbrier, 8,942-��One Delegate, i.nmber�and. 3,156 Exces&#39;s�wes&#39;t, 5,770.
Two l.)»»-treat s, Harri on and Uoddridge, 13,944-v�Two Del¢&#39;ga|+&#39;i=. Olallgt�-0*" �*��d- GY*�&#39;**n*�-. 6.55345

Ex~=e-s -�est, 7,281. Total excess west, 52.200.

The following is the ratio in the four grand divisions by the mixed basis:
Tide-Water, 4,717 give a Delegate; Piedmont, 5,206 give one; Valley,
6,013 give one; Trans-Alleghany, 8,087 give one. True ratio, 5,7610.

I put it to you, Mr. Chairman, and to the members of this committee, to
say, whether it can beiexpected in this enlightened age,that a free people�
can submit to such degradation and injustice? We are told that there is
no degradationin all this. Gentlemen have said that the members from the
West enjoy all the privileges upon this floor that the members. from the
East enjoy. I come here representing; in part about 40.000 freemen, and

. other gentlemen comehere from the Eastern portion of the commonwealth
representing but one-half or less ofthat number. I do not consider my-
self degraded in this body, it is true. Personally, I care not a �g for the po-
sition that may be assigned me here. I would suffer degradation and sub-
mit to it in my own person, ifI could but place my constituents in the po-
sition that theyjustly are entitled to occupy in the distribution of the legis-
lative power of the government. . It is their interest, it is their right, it is
their position, that I am hereto advocate and defend. . 0 .

Gentlemen on the other side have said that we have no right to com-
plain of the past administration of the government. One of the gentlemen
from Richmond city (Mr. Soon�) and the gentleman-from Albemarle (Mr.
SOUTHALL) alluded to the remarks of VVestern gentlemen upon this floor,
in reference to the past policy of the State, as placing this old Com-
monwealth of oursiupon her trial on an indictment for high crimes and
misdemeanors. Well, does it not become a statesman, when he iscalled
upon to aisl in the formation of a constitution� for the future government of 1
the Commonwealth, and when those who have possessed the power in times�
past claim to retain it, although they are in a minority of the people of the
State, to look to the past policy ofthis governmental majority? I do not
wish to put this old mother of ours upon her trial. The worthy gentleman
fro:nt<:.iclin1ond city sad that it was cruel in the extreme to rnake, these
charges, and why so�! As I stated before, an examination of the past
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policy of the State is forced upon us, and whilst I do not feel atitliora
ized to enter a nolle prosequi to any indictment or charge that may have.
been presented against this Commonwealth, yet, occupying the position

that I do upon this �oor, I am. bound to look into them, and if i.t will
suit the gentlemen on the other side, and especially my worthy friend
from Richmond city (Mr. Sco&#39;r&#39;r) better, let this examination be regarded?
as an information, in the nature of a quo warranto.

M r C. here gave way for a motion tltat the committee rise, which was agreed to.
Mr. CAMDEN. On the rising of the Committee yesterday, I was look«

ing into the past policy of this governmental majority having the con»
trol over the legislative department of the. State, with a View to see if
this claim set up by that party to� retain their power is justi�ed by the
policy pursued by it heretofore. I stated on yesterday the melancholy
fact, that with all her natural advantages, Virginia, once at. the head of
her sisters in property, numbers and wealth, now occupies the position
ofthe fourth State inthe Union, and in a �very short time must, unless
the policy of the State is changed, take a much lower position in the
confederacy. I take the ground that the natural advantages possessed�
by this great commonwealth, by a judicious administration of her go-
vernment, would have maintained her in the position that she had at
the formation ofthe Union. I .

Now, what has this governmental majority done for the internal pros-v
perity and developement of..the natural advantages of the State? lWe
hear much complaining with regard tothe appropriations made for in-
ternal improvements. But what has this policy �effected, especlallt� in
Eastern Virginia? If, after an appropriation and expenditure there of
upwards of $9,000,000 in works of internal improvement, the same ten--
dency to decline is seen, it must be caused by an injudicions State policy.
And what. has the government done toimprove the mentalresou rces of the
people? While pursuing an itnpcrfect and erroneous policy, something has
been done for the higher and something for the lower classes of society ;
but the great capital, the great staple of the commonwealth��the mas� �
ses��the energetic and enterprising portion of the people have been left
to struggle as best they could, and left t.o their own energies.

_It is the �rst duty of a republican government to provide for the edu-r
cation of the whole people of the Co�mtnonweal.th; not that government
should do everything, but that, by a judicious exercise of legislattive au-
thority, a well regulated system of education should be adopted by I
which the mind of the Commonwealth may be developed. When, sir,
I cast my eyes over this wide Commonwealth, and look at its past and
present policy,Ic-an see nothing to commend it to my consideration for
a retention of the power now claimed by this governmental majority;
and I wish to examine for a moment, Mr. Chairman, and see whether
this policy, the policy heretofore pursued by those possessing the politi-�
cal power of the State, has been such as to promote liberal republican
principles. I have come to the conclusion that that policy has tended
to a different result, although it has been constantly opposed by the
West; and as evidence of it I will call your attention to the vote taken
in the House of Delegates upon a bill to organize the&#39;Convention of
1829-30. It was then proposed to extend some liberality to\ that large
portion of the people ot the Commonwealth that had so long been .de�
prived of the right of suffrage; that right being at the time con�ned to
freeholders. It was proposed that all persons of twenty-one yearsof
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age, being residents, etc., should be permitted to vote for members of
the Convention,but was defeated. The vote upon that question was
ayes 8l, nays 117. The entire western vote being in favor of the proé
position, it was intended as an inroad upon the aristocratic freehold suf-
rage, and was voted down and resisted by this governmental majority;
But look if you please at the proceedings of the last Convention Why,
xye arg .YlOVVul2(�)lf(.l� than this old COII1mOl]\VG8.ltll]1 is to. be rfetd}icatl,ly&#39; re;orme in a o its epartments, except upon t. e question 0 tie asiso
representation. Why is this so, I ask? Why is it that this govern-�
mental majority is disposed to yield to the demands of the people except
upon tifiit;3hquestio�n,,Itl&#39;ieIrplforpi of which is alsohdeipanded bry agalrgemajori y o e peop e_&#39;. esi ate not to say, t at ut port e e er-
mined spirit of the West, her constant and energetic efforts for reform
and to establish liberal principles, a very different state of feeling would
now prevail in this body. I donot mean that the members of this body
would entertain different views. frornlthose which theynow entertain;
but I tell you that gentlemen entertaining different feelings and views
from those now occupying seats here from the eastern portion of the
State would be here in their stead. As I stated before, until the Con-
vention of I_829��30, the right of suffrage was con�ned �to the freehol-
ders of the State. The committee in the Convention having charge of
the subject, reported a provision that was engrafted into the constitution,

I extending the rightof suffrage to certain ind viduals, heads of families,&.c. I
Now, I wish to call the attention of the Committee to the fact that

an effort was made by eastern members of the Convention, this govern-
mental rnajority party, to deprive that class of citizens of that boon -
Every vote to strike out was given byeasterii members. Here is the record:

� Mr G-arnett�s amendment, submitted on_ yesterday, which proposes to amend the twelfth
section of the -amended constitution by striking out the following clause, to wit: � And every�
citizen who, for twelve months next preceding, has been a housekeeper and head of family
within the county, city, town, borough or election district where he may offer to vote, and
shall have been assessed with apart of the revenue of the commonwealth within the preceding
year, and actuaily paid the same,� was taken up by the house, and, the question being put, was
determined in the neg-ative�-ayes 40, noes 55.� On motion of Mr. Garnett, ordered that the yeas� and nays on the question be inserted in.
the Journal. The names of the gentlemen who voted in the affirmative are-Messrs. P. 1�.
Barbour, (President,) John W. Jones, B W. Leigh, Szmiiiel Tavlor, Wm B. Giles, Wm. H.
Brodn-ax, George C. Dromgoole, Mark Alexander, William O. Goode, John Marsliall, John
Tyler, P. N. Nicholas, John Y. Mason, James Trezvant, Augustine Claiborne, John Unguhart,
John Randolph, William Leigh. Richard Logan, Richard N. Venable, Robertstanartl, WalterHolladay, William H. Fitzhugh. John Roane, Wm. P. Taylor, Richard orris, J.  Garnett,
John S. Barbour, John Scott, John W. Green, Thomas l_VI.».rshall, L. W Tazewell, Geo. Loyal],
Joseph Prentiss, Hugh B Grigsby, Samuel Branch, Flemming Bates, Augustine Neal, A. F.
Rose, John Coalter�-�40.�

The member from Richmond, (Mr. S&#39;rANAaii,) the other day stated
to the Committee, that although young he witnessed the proceedings of
the Convention of 18293� 0 with considerable interest, and that. certain
remarks of John Randolph, of Roanoke, made a deep and lasting irri-
pression upon his mind. I wish to call the attention of the Committee
to the retnarks of Mr. Randolph made upon the motion to strike out
the clause. extending the right of suffrage to heads of families and
housekeepers. .
� Mr. Randolph said he believed he was not singular in the opinion he was about to express

(though he might be the only rneinber of the Convention by whom it was uttered) of sincere,grati�cation on �nding that the gentleman who had justtaken his seatw-as in favor of what he(Mr. Randolph) conceived to be the only safe ground in this commonwealth. for the riglit of
suffrage: he m�-rant term �rma--literally �rma�the land. The moment, said be, you quit the
land, (I mean no puo,) that momentyou will �nd yourselves at sea, and wihout com�pass,without land-mark or polar star. I said that I considered � the only safe foiindationin this,
commonwealth. For whom arewe to make a constitu_ti.»n&#39;! For Holland�! For Venice}
(where there is no land.) For acountrv where the land is nionopolized by a tew��vtliere itis
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locks.� up not only by ent..�.il.s. (l Eh) not men: such as the English law wonid laugh at,) but by
man. ge senlenre ts so that .~; large l.i.0l&#39;.�l\.-It oi ll&#39;lr&#39; ;n�-op�e are necessarily e.x<:.lu. ed tram the
po.~se.sion i t at; out tor a people t":t.l.)l�l-illC&#39;r1tl}-&#39; a.g&#39;nt.-nl�ural, where land as in ire.-.15, and where�
it IS at:(&#39;¢*r~sal)l<- In every exeuto . of horns! tmlu.~;.y"¬ i will venture to say,"sliat 1� on.~»nalt the�time had h e n spun Hi I1i[llt�:�~ilt.b~�l&#39; vvhirh ha in-Ha .~pw.t in rnurrnuting and gaming up petui<.n.s,,that she s:t.-rm rs mi~.ht he t:.w-.~e«- d Wtlh ~h.»:t nigh at �irnportaut at rnuster-rolléa. at cru:-S roads,�
and in 1l)lS&#39;Cn�:V¬i:[lun, vet not worth three months labor, the right would have been possessed�.
and exercised long ago.� .

I ask you, Mr. Chairman, to whom are our eastern friends, who enjoy"
the r;ght of su�&#39;"rage under t.he provision ofthe present constitution that
I have allud.:d to, indebted�! To western voters. It is true, a portion
of the eastern members voted for it; but lor the concentrated vote of the
West, the old freehold sn�"tage would have remained steadfast and fixed
in the constitution�. Look at the remarks of Mr. Randolph upon that»?
sttlijuctg they are an index to this eastern slave policy. The object has
been, and still is, to reta n t.he power of the State in the handsof the few
to the prejudice of the many. �But this is not all. If you will pursue
the history of the proceedings of that body as appears by the record, you}
will find that great e�"orts~tvere made by the members from the West to
obtain all the great reforms that are now about. toybe conceded to tile peo-A�
pie. The West proposed to elect the Governor, Justices of the Peace,-
Sheriffs, &c., by the people, andrelorm the County Courts, but they
were all defeated by the vote of eastern members, as the journal will shew.

My time will not permit me to pursue this subject at large as l designed.�
My object in bringing this matter to the notice of the Convention� was
not from any personal feeling towards one single member of this com-
mittee, East or West, but to impress upon the minds of thecommitteei
the important fact which the history ofthis commonwealth, in other�
respects will show, that the liberal principles nowpopular in every por-«
tion ol"the commonwealth took their rise in the West; and that when
this State shall have become liberalized, and the great mass of her citizens
placed upon the platform of equality, they will be indebted for it to the
energy, enterprise and perseverance of the West�.

I have very has!ily��-and gentlemen will see the necessityof proceeding,
in haste�-called your attention, Mr. Chairman, and that of this honorable
committee, somewhat to the past policy of the governmental majority that
now seeks although ina decided minority of the people, to retain the con-
trol of both branches of the Legislature. My object in doing so was to�
show, as I trust I have shown, that this extraordinary claim to retain that
power is not well founded. I beg your indulgence for a moment to call to ,.
the atten ion of the committee what It is that this governmental majority
asks at the hands of the majority of the people. It is to give to the ini-
nority a complete control over both branches of the General Assembly.���
Well, what does that embrace? It is not a mere power of appropriation
for works of internal improvement and protection to slave property. Look
atthe vast scope of power, the vast range of legislation which it has ta- 1
ken the liberty to claim. The legislative body is to prescribe rules affec-
ting the life and liberty of the citizen. It has control over the great ques� I
tion of education, which, I maintain, is far more important than any ques-
tion that may arise in regard to the protection of slaves, or for works of
internal improvement. You may tax me for education. You may double�
that tax, and I will �pay it with more cheerfulness� than any other portion.
of our contributionto the public treasury. The legislative department
will also have control over the entire physical power of the State; it will
have complete control over theymilitia. That great physical power of the
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Commonwealth must be �yielded up for the purpose of protectingtthe slaveInterest and to guard against imaginary improper taxation. it is alsohav-e control over the monetary a~fi&#39;airs of the State. The life-blood, on
circulating medium ofthe State, is to be yielded to this power. We mustsurrender to the minority the election� of United States Senator, and com  �
trol over all our federal relations�-gover every matter connected with thefederal government and our state sovereignty. Even this great taxingpower as well as the appropriating power comes under their control. Thelegislative department is also to have control over the judicial department.
Althougli we may, in the organic law, make certain provisions, and laydown to some extent fundamental rules for the judicial department of thegovernment, yet that department, to a very great extent, as well as all
the other departmentsof the government, will be subjectito the control-andpower of the Legislature. Experience has shown that the legislative poweris the great controlling power of the State. Now. let� us see if there isany good reason for all this. Our friends upon the other side claim it upon
two grounds alone; and indeed the discussion is measurably settleddownppon a single point, and that is, the taxing and appropriating power. ItIS true that many of our friends in the East dwell at consitslerable lengthupon protection of the slave interest, but the majority] of those who havediscussed this question in favor of the mixed basis have yielded thattpoint, upand conceded the fact that the slave property of the State will beamply
secured. You� are bound to concede that we are sound on this*question.r-4-
We have been weighed in the balance, and have not been found wanting.Certain allusions to the section of the State which I have the honor in.art to represent, made here and elsewhere, makes it .necessarv that Ishould call the attention of the committee to that particular section ; and
in doing so, it will enable me to present to this committee my views tosome extent against the mixed basis, and to show by comparing the condi-.
tion of the slave counties with the non-slave-holding counties, that there are
very strong reasons against this remarkable claim for retaining power..LI presented, to some extent, the condition of 22 counties in Eastern Vitegzigiia, having the largest slave population. The section of country in theA» estern part ofthe State, alluded to before, has 23 counties, namely:
Hanc wok, Brooke, Ohio, Marshall, Wetzel, Monongalia, Preston,.l\/Iariony,Taylor, Randolph, Barbour, Harrison, Lewis, Braxton, Nicholas, Dod-
dritlge, Gilmer, Tyler, Ritchie, Wood, Wirt, Jackson and Pocahontas;and thesecounties have been� designated upon this �oor and in the public
_prints, as having the least interest in slave property; and these] two ex~tremes present tothe consideration of the committee a fair 0ppOrttm_1.ty for. ,_examination and comparison� The 252 Eastern counties have a white pop:ulation, as I stated on yesterday, of 67,435, and a slave population of.r�97,935, and if the mixed basis is adopted, will have 16 members in the
I-Iouse of Delegates, or one forabout 4,214 white persons. The 533 north-western counties to which lnow allude, have a population of 160532, andthey have assessed upon the tax books12,189,0Et5 acres of land. In 1830,they had� a population of but 79,8-&#39;19, showing an increase in population in2-0 years of 80,533. Their population has more than doubled. These �, counties have but 16 members in this body, and if the mixed basis is adop-ted, will have but about.20 members in the House of Delegates, or onedelegate for about 8,410 free white persons ;, being about half the politicalpower given to the white population in the slave counties to which I have
ealled youriattention. _ . I . r i
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the committee to contrast the growing condition of the
northwestern counties with the stationary condition of the 22 slave counties in the

East, during the same period. In 1830, 20 years ago, tl1ese,&#39;westerrr counties paid a tax
-of but,$1().774. They now pay under the recentassessment $53,736 52, an increase of
mo~re,e,haii live-fold in the short perio.l of 20&#39; years. Supp. se thisincrease of wealth
and population continues for the nexititwenty years, what will be our coridition�?

,000; and we will pay taxes annually to the amount of
I That wealth and population will continue to increase at the

same rapid pace for the next twenty years, no one can doubt, who is acquainted
in that region ; for independent of the other causes that tend to that result,
in the cour.~e of two or three years, there will be two hundred and fifty miles of rail-
road ll�aV¬l"Sillg those twenty~three counties, and that too without costing our eastern
friends one single dollar. My honorable yourigfriend from Essex, [Mr. M. R. H.
GARNETT,] the other day,in his able argument, which I listened to with great plea-
.sure.although so extreme, and presenting so few positions with which I could agree,finished by referring to the letter of the Clerkyof the House of Delegates, showing the
amount of appropriations made during the last Winter for works of internal imp ove-
ment, as evidencing the propensity of the north-west for sharing in the plunrlering ofthe Tide-water region. I wish to call the attention of this committee to the expendi-
tures made in the north-west for works of internal improvement, in order to place that
region in its proper light upon this subject. You will be surprised when I tell you
that but $516,067 73 of the public money has been laid out for works of internal
improvement in that region; and see what it has done to increase the population and
the taxes.
In fact this north-western portionof the State is the only portion where its current
taxes will pay tne interest upon the sum expended for improvements within its bor-
ders. The current taxes of eastern
appropriations expended within its borders.
ence to this matter? We will understand it better when the report of the committee
to settle the accounts between Piedmont and the Tide-water shall be printed and laid
upon our desks. I learn, hiiotvevei�, because I was a member of that committee, that
Tide water has not been oppressed to the extent that some honorable»gentlemen from
that region would have us believe, bynot getting its share of the appropriations to
works of internal improvement; It will be found,i
�Allegheny country,ithat the taxes annually paid in that region will exceed the interest
on the various sums expended for works of internal improvement there ; and that the

Howdoes the Tide water stand in refer-

Trans-Alleghany and the Valley together pay in taxes, annually, a sum su�icient to
pay the interest on the expenditures forsuch Works w
so with Piedmont and the Tide-
in the early part of this discussi

est of the Blue Ridge. �It is not
water country. Now, some of our Piedmont friends,
on, or even before it commenced, seemed to object toanything that looked to a union of the west with the Tide-water country. The

honorable gentleman from Fauqu-ier~&#39;[Mr. Scorr] cautioned the Tide water countryfrom goin: over to the west upon the subject of the basis, with a view to their pro-
tection against heavy appropriations for improvements; and he also cautioned the
west against uniting with the Tide-water country upon what are termed guaranties or
restrictions upon legislative� power. Now, this Piedmont country, it will be seen, hashad the lion�s share of all these appropriations. � �
The gentleman from Fauquier, [Mr. Sco&#39;rT,]tin his remarks, gave us a fable from}Esop, in illustration of the point ne was making against the yvese; and as the gentle-

man seems to be fond of fables, let me refer hint to the fable of the sick lion. W e are
told by ]Esop, that the hon once gave out that he was very sick, and invited all the »beasts to come and see him. The fox was, however, a little shy, and staid away: the
lion sent for him, but the fox returned for answer, that he should like very much to
see his majesty. but he had noticed that the tracks of all the other animals visiting his
den went in, but none returned. So it is w
looked to for one purpose, and&#39;Tide-water for another; but it is to etiect one common= object, and that is, to bene�t the Piedmont country, and enable that region to obtain,

should like to know if our�millions by giving to other sections only thousands. .I
Tide-water friends are going to see the sick lion to-day ? J&#39; Now, is there any good reason, either upon the slave question or theappropriation
question, that,the.majority of the people of this comrnonwealth shall not have control
over the legislative department of the government? I say, andthat too without the
fear of contradiction, that upon theslave question the west is as sound as the east.  I
ask gentlemen to point out one circumstance, one fact, tending to shevria.t�t_v good rea-

It has increased the taxes from ten thousand to �fty odd thousand dollars.-

Virginia will not discharge the interest upon the"

11 reference to the whole Trans- A

ith our Piedmont friends. The west�, is�
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son that our eastern friends should distrust us on this subject. I know nofpth-u&#39;esVirginia well, frorn one extremity to the other: a more high-mintletf�, honorab.lepa ,generous people are not to be found on the face of the earth. I am proud to �hath ,it is the home of my friends, and the grave of my fathers. I do not come liefore*._%�y�  _honorable committee/with views to suit the east, difierent from the views I et7"�.&#39;r1�_i-�il"i?i�1�  . i 5
and express at

home. As other gentleinein have referred to their circulars or � nvayrg I
bills,� as the honorable gentleman from Prince George would say, with thegence of the committee I will read a portion from mine: �I « . . . . � &#39; . I�The slave interest in the east IS the �imsy pretext for_kee_ping_ us out of our due share of:representation; but there is no JIISIICB, nor even a show of Justice, in it. The west is-as sound:up-on t"ie question of slavery as the east, although the policy ot the east has I-�¬�§ll_t5U.Cl1 asrniglnt have [4�lldi.�_d to a di�&#39;erei_it state of things, had the _w_est been capanle of deviating fromJl._lSI. principles Upon this Sl1l)_]¬C£ we occupy a proud position ; we �maiiit-aiti the zonsttutional;rights or the south, although that peculiar inte;est is made thg pretext f0l�WI�tl&#39;]l&#39;l_0lT.lI[lg- ourdegaresi privileges. _ We are not to be_ l&#39;lV::�Il �from our propriety� up« n this subject by. thelnjusitlce oi t.=I.llt�I&#39;S. Weprefer to be right, battling for Justice, rather than for a monientt to be
in the winner, whatever it might gain tor us � . eWe occupy a proud position. Three of the counties, I have the honor in part to"represent, border upon the State of Ohio, within sight of the nefarious den-of aboli-tioiiists there. I went before my constituents, occupying the same positioii as I do herein this committee. I tell you, I tell this honorable committee, that the opinion ex-pressed by me in this circular, is the prevailing opinion in north-western Virginia.This sentiment was endorsed iii the canvass by my honorable,colel.ea»guesl5hefore the peo-� _ ple, and I believe that it is heartily approved of by every delegate upon this �oor f.rom Lnorth western Virginia, andl might say from western Virginia. I We intend to be rightupon that questidii. There are certain great principles of right that eve_r&#39;y caitrimniiity Ishould stand up to; and because othersmay oppress and do as wrong, it is no.-jns�t*i�t-cation that we may do wrong. But I caution the members of this com-mi-ttee from car-ryingitliis question of the mixed basis too far. We have a constant warfare en theborder with the abolitionists of the free States. They are pressing upon its, and -whenwe look to our eastern friends for countenance, succor andssntiport, will you only giveus the cold frown of distrust? You should support, encourage and enable i.istomairi-,� tain our position among our people. Will you sacri�ce us�-�will you, by your policyhere, drive the people of the West triad upoii this bpsis question? I will not believe  .it. We are said to be a very refractory people. Ifiyou will look around, and seethecauses of dissatisfaction, you will not be surprised at our excitetnent. According tothe mixed basis principle, which you say is right, the north-western part of the Stateshould have four more delegates upon this �oer. I - I � II regret very tnuch, although I have been indulged much more than I had any rightto expect from this committee, that the morning hour was taken tip with other mat-ters, and my titne somewhat abridged, so that I cannot go as fully into some matters asr J intended. With reference to the question of internal improvem.ents, I do not comehere pueseiitiiig guaranties to the consideration of this Conventioii, with the view of ob-taining for my constituents their due share of representation in the iegislative depart-ment. My constituents are too proud to suffer me to do any such thing, but I do come

�*-&#39;I* ,
,
»-« e.~......, .,..

«here prepared to make such provisions in the constitution as will protect all the inte-rests of the commonwealth. Ishalliiot accord one limitation, one guarantee more thanI would be willing to grant upon the principles of right and justice. Gentlemen saythat we yield the whole qtiestion by offering these limitations. Isay that there is no-thing in the argument. Has it not been well said by my honorable friend from Aceo- _mac, (Mr. \Visic,) and my honorable friend from Kanawha, (IV/Ir. SUMMERS~,) an Iother gentlemen who have taken part in this debate, that these limitations areet-�nothingmore than rules to circumscribe and limit the powers and action of the agents of thegovernment. It is norestiiction upon the power of the people whatever��it is a limi-tation and restriction upon the agents of the people. These guaranties are offered thatour friends in the East may be well secured by constitutional provisions in the enjoy�-&#39;ment or slgve property, and have a security against undue taxation. , "Look you to theresoltitionslupori this subject adopted by the legislative committee. The honorableentleman from Henrico, (Mr BoTTs,) the other day, read you apresolution adopted by

é)�::�:.l?{:$�:�"$«&#39;»>&�¬\»~,.a�8«A.u..x».~ ,..,  ,,
that committee, intended to be inserted in the constitution, in reference to the right topropertyin slaves. That resolution was offered by myself, and it was modi�ed informR? at the suggevstionfof my honorable friend from Je�erson, [Mr. LUcAs,:]&#39;Veanothei&#39; member , I from the West, and it was adopted unanimously I believe._I stated in committee at the time, thatl did not think it at all necessary-�-that I believed, independent of any provi-� � sian in the constitution, the ~Legislature.hs.d no power to emaiicipate the slaves of �the



M» .. t

x

L this extreme measure.

32,
_ §Eafe. Wiitltotut the consent of the owners. I was willing and anxious to see that pro--svi�sion:zincorpoqrnted in the constitution, to satisfy the abolitionists that all they liattef.fectetl in &#39;20 years upon this subject was to have a constitutional provt.~ion, wheirrltjet-so�t?e,..;,tliere was none. I � � i I
is = � ..,with regard totaxation, can

prejtidicial to the East by th
swhen this question of ad valorem ta
the time ol the assembling of this
fieligved that �the true policy of ta

there be any itnrtp.ribper,discrimit;
e adript.&#39;e;an of the ad valot&#39;ent system? I confess,
xatton was discussed in my district, and even to

body, I had some doubt of th
xation was to disttriminate in favor of articles of ne-.ces.=:i:y_. and to increase the taxes upon articles of_luxnry ; but my honorable friendfrom Accomachas satis�ed me upon that subject, by �showing that a provision may beiftc0_t�pm&#39;atetl into the constitution, so as to classify these various articles of propertysubject to taxation, and give to the Legislature the power to tax goldwa.tcltes and other�articles of luxury to a liiglier eaxtent than the farmer�s ptongh-horse. A proper at»rangentent of this kind obviates the only ol.j;ection I have to this mode of taxatioti.-�-5tLook to the resolutions of the legislative cotnuuttee, and the committeeraised on the

subject of guaranties. Isay, if any easterngentle
�strong, will coolly and calmly sit down and examine these provisions, with a determi.nation to arrive at a proper llttdel&#39;.~tla.�ttlittg of the matter, he must be convinced thatit is not necessary to give repre.~entation to property, in antler to,.give it protection.--~There is a provision lltIll1iH§.�,���iI)e amount ofthe public ttebt. Cannot you control this
.app,g;opriatingepower in that form ?. Cannoryou control it byking� appropriations to works of internal improvement are to he-passed by a majorityof the ti¬lf:�.;.{&#39;E1i¬S elected to both honsesof the General Assembly, by providing the meansfor the payment of the .aunual interests and the debt itself within a reasonable time?
Thtere can be no dif�cttlty whatever upon that subject. The fact is, thatit is a contestfor pmt-&#39;er�-for power;s sake The West plants itself upon principle, upon justice,upon equa:-�ity. The East has the power, and wishes to retain it, and these aI&#39;gu:=mBl1l$are otlered as a justification for doing so. ,  ,I have been asked, it ,I_ crime into this body to divideit�his_old commonwealth I I saynot But ldo come hereiittii obtain  jgtice and equality for my constituents. My cort;¥-
stituents have commissioned me to i ii&#39;this, but it is not for
or threaten it with a division of  Stat3iloi&#39;ai�iy* other extreme measure, I will notgoas far upon the subject of a tlivisiriu of the State, as the gentleman from Tichmond
(Mr. Lvous] has gone. I�llttV¬�. my own views. I stand ready to co-operate with myconstituents in any and every measure to obtain equality of political power in the go-
vernment, and 5 teli you there is a firm determination on the part of my constituents tohave it, I may say, at all hazards. [think I und
upon that subject. This idea that has
them are intended merely tor e�"ec.t»,I
the sentimentsof my constituents

been held out that the resolutions sent here by
say, is founded in error. These resolutions speak
I say, without hesitation, if you reject the proposi-_tion to submit to the people whether they will adopt the mixed or the stitiiage basis, andyou palm upon them for all time this odious mixed basis scheme, that they are preparedto adopt extreme measures. We are told by our friends from the East that they wantquiet��want rest to the public initials� I tell you that you cannot effect itby adoptingthe mixed basis. The ink will scarcely be dry upon the parchment that contains thatprovision before you will hear the voice of the people crytingr. outagainst it, and seekingredress in some form or other. I ask my Eastern ft iends to hesitate before they adopt

ntion of Kentucky, A. day wa
sti ution having the suffrage basis in it. You
tion to sign with the mixed basis in it. He dare
turn to his constituents. It is not so vrith our

ption ofthe suffrage basis, you violate no principle, toudo not cast upon them any degradation, you do not place them in a state of inferiority.Iystatetl that it is not so with the West. The Eastimav yield to the Wist with �horror,
its due share-of power; the West cannot yield to the claim of the East without dis~
honor.  it is the situation that we occupyi. We dare not do it. If we consented� todo it, our �cottsti.tuentsti�*iA&#39;ould not approve it. » Ithen ask the honorable metnbers of this
committee to pause and hesitate and ponder over this question, before they in�ict a.blow which mayiie attended with disastrous consequences to this greatCommonwealth.

Look you to the proceedings of the Conve
to enable the members to sign the con
present a Weszern member the cnnstitu
not sign it. He dare not do it, and re
eastern friends. By the ado

s set apart
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The committees reported the Constih/.tion to
words trtqitalics were omitted by mistake.

Errntum._�ln page 7, litre 3.3, read as follows:
the (3o.r;vet_1t1on on the 24th June, 1770, dzc. The

ation upon that

e propriety of it, for I _

man, let his prejudices be ever so

declaring that laws ma.» a

me in this body to mertaceijy

erstand the views of my constituents�






