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SPEECH.

MR. CHAIRMAN,��I am not without hope that some member of
the Convention will express or think in my behalf the kindness
uttered by the worthy gentleman from Petersburg, (Mr Branch ,)
a of my distinguished friend from Albemarle, who sits on my right,
(Mr. Holcon1be,) for whose accommodation the former gentle-
man, announced his willingness �to adjourn, so that the latter

~ might be heard when the Convention was not fatigued, on the
ground that he had troubled this body but little with speeches.
I have presumed to speak here but twice�-once less than ten
minutes�advocating the election of a friend to an of�ce to which
he was preferred by the Convention; and once agai-n�less than
�fteen-minutes��in explanation of a resolution looking to the mili-
tary defence of the State, which I had the honor to propose.
Though I have been �rm in my sentiments on the momentous
matters to be considered by Virginia in this the highest exercise
of her sovereignty, I confess to some vacillation as to whether I
should speak here or not. For, notwithstanding the intermina-
ble clamors and fault-�ndings of the respective partisans of the
majority and minority, I see around me gentlemen who, from
character, talents and position, are the most distinguished men
of the State, and my embarrassment is increased by the fact that
I am, for the �rst time, a representative of the people in a body
like this; so that it is with awe that I attempt to address them.

. Nor should Imalze the effort at all had. I not reason to believe
that my constituents desire their voice, however �humble when
spoken �by me, to be heard in this hall. Certain mental pecu-
liarities of mine, sir,leadw me, in considering a subject, to look
to its historical surroundings. I, therefore, propose first to take
a glance at the origin of the Federal Union��at the many ties
which should have united forever in fraternity and affection the
North and the South�to show while the former section a11d a
foreign power are, for the most part, responsible for slavery here, _
they have sought, with unhallowed hands, to destroy both the
institution and those on whom they forced it; that the people of
the North have rudely and cruelly crushed the love which bound
us together, and have cherished and do cherish towards us such
feelings as renders a longerunion with them almost hopeless.
P_r0c.eeding_a step farther in the argument, and considering our
responsibilities in connection with a once glorious but now dis-
rupted nationality, I shall hold the position not only that our des-
tiny is with the Southern Confederacy, but that thebest mode .
of re-coztsttructiiig the Union is - promptly to identify ourselves;
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with the seceded States. Maintaining this ground, I shall be
drawn into a reply to arguments advanced by gentlemen on this
�oor, who take a different view of the subject, and having car&#39;-
ried out this line of remark, I shall have completed the programme
formed in my mind, and will cheerfully yield the �oor to gentle-
men able to speak with more ability and eloquence than I can
command. a *

Eighty-four years ago, Mr. Chairman, heralded by the clash
of arms, and amid the shock of battle, a giant�, so to speak, started
into life��that giant was the youthful, but already magni�-
cent country which reached from the ice-bound hills of New
Hampshire to the warm and illuminated �elds of Georgia, the
renowned and patriotic thirteen sovereigntieswhicli had been
the brightest gem in the coronet of power and dominion of that
green isle of the ocean, in the storied inscriptions of whose �
�Westminster, we read with reverential awe, the merited eulogies.
of those heroes, sages and� philanthropists, who illustrated the
land where once our fathers dwelt. Long years of suffering and
of sorrow succeeded the nation�s advent, but there came at l~a�st*
that independence, which in the end rewards the devotion O�f�.ttl_]8o
noble, the chivalrous and the fr&#39;ee~��anrd":*when the smoke of the
con�ict had cle&#39;ared\away, when ithe clouds of warrolledeback,
and left spanning the horizon the rainbow of peace, that young
land displayed a moral and physical grandeur to which the world
�showed� no parallel. Every thing seemed to demand of her sons
for their country, and their whole country, the tribute of their
devotion and their love A people on whose everyslineaments
were stamped the moral and mental attributes of the great race
from which theysprang-��a federative system of .separate..State
sovereignties of kindred institutions and kindred freedom, which
promised, in the matchless beauty of its construction and opera-
tion,to be typical of the order and regularity of the planetary�
system itself��varieties of soil, climate and productions "which
seemed to have been ordained by a kind Providence, that this
bright temple of freedommight he decked with -every luxuridus
elegance of soul, of sense, or of intellect��rivers which rolled
their brilliant tides through State after State, as if to �mingle in
great arteries the gushing life blood of these -States«&#39;��maje-stic
ranges of mountains stretching forth their giant arms and uni-
ting in fraternal embrace whole Gommonwealth.s�washed byan
ocean whose shores wc&#39;re,indented with countless harbors, in�
which might safely ride the navies of the worlds--over whose�
Waves were wa�ed the teeming products of avirgin soil to
every clime�-.-Whence were brought in return the commercial
spoils of distant lands, the Confederate States of the Revolu-:
tion had, besides these physical bonds of Union, the sacred

recollections of a struggle in which theystood side by side
andeshotuldeer to shoulder. The blood .and the bo-iI1eS>".&#39;QfT.-ln0b&#39;1e�..
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warriors from North, South, East and West, were mingled at�
Long Island and Camden, Brandywineand Savannah, Reading
and Guilford, where lingered the melancholy memories of de-
feat, and atLeXington and Eutaw, Bunker�s Hill and Cowpens,
Monmouth and King�s Mountain, Trenton and Hanging Rock,
Princetonfand� Yorktown, above which hovered the glories-of
victory. To the progress of a �portion of this beautiful country
there was an obstacle which at first seemed insurmountable.�

Settled by,Caucassians, by Saxons, and chivalrous Normans,
whose genius and courage blazonedon their shields the quarter-
ings of «glory and renown won in every cabinet and on every
�eldin Europe, and which �tted them for similar honors here,
they found themselves lords of a country whose» resources were
to�i«hedeveloped in a climate, and undera sun beneath which
their energies, mental and physical, drooped andvvithered. ~-.But, ,
the I power which had guided them over the trackless oceantdid
notdesert them here. . �Far away over the blue waves� of the sea,
and beneath the burning sun of Africa, there dwelt in the abase-
ment of barbarism, heathenism, and cannibalism, a race on whom,
for the crime of their progenitor, had. come down through the
shadows of ages the_curse of the God, ��wh.iose nod� can hush
the thunder and serene the skies,� whose throne is placid �amid
themusic of circling orbs, and glows and glittersini the light of
suns and...worlds�e�the§ solemn and awful anathema,   �cursed be~
Canaan,�a-;servant of servants shall he �be unto his brethren.�
The fdread Omnipotent who makes �the wrath: of man to praise
Him,�-i�<and trestrains �the remainder of wrath./� �to? lift- that
curse, thatthe degraded African might have his share in the
atonement�r�as a part of the great scheme which gives. the Re-�
deemer the heathen for his inheritance; in view of the slow
progress of light through that benighted land, over which wave
after wave of moral darkness rolled, brings - himin contact with
civilization here. . But, that fair and glorious freedomsrnighptg
have no stain on her escutcheon, makes others than her sons
thetresponsilhlte agents of the evil, from which was to �ow in
full. and gushing streams blessings and bene�ts. Yes, to the
thousand sins for which despotism has to answer. at the-�tbarof.

history and of God, is to be added the expatriation of the hea-
thenoAfrica"n for gold, with no viewto humani ty. or benevolence,
while the freemen of our Southern States, guiltless in the means,
but partakers of themerit of the end, have, by thedispensation
of God,jbeen made the honored instruments of good to a fallen�
race in the very act of developing the resources of their own

&#39; beautiful and blooming land. They have made the Africana
happy part of�a patriarchal institution, infused into his savage *
and gloomy mind the kindlier sympathies� and feelings leading S
to sconteritment and happiness, and unsealing the Word of .Good;r:~
pointed, hirmtothei greatisacri�ce, Which, when she;rhas.�faithfu1ly:.«&#39;.9
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performed his,d;uties here, o��ers him an inheritance in cornmon
with his kind- in a world of eternal� happiness. l Passing�l »frorn_
theory to historye-�from assertion to the logic. of&#39;:facts�p-�;�ineXora-
ble truth will demonstrate that to Great Britain, thecountry

xvhighbnovtg so b(l;LlLeIt�1ly dencgunces ps lfor our dornestic institsultioiis,mus e c arge t e -exis ence o s s avery amongst us. ; ess-
tablished it here by positive enactment of law, spreading on her
statute book that it was not only pro�table, butright.   Citiziens
highest in rank, individuals and corporations, princes of the
blood and even sovereigns participated in the traf�c. l Ten�, judges
of her highestlcourts, including Holt and &#39;,Pollexfe11:,declare�d
negroes to be merchandise, and she introducedtvandcontinuedr
the trade amongst us against our earnest protest. � �The North,

lyiax-eyeddasitot�vegyhhingglrhlch adivances &#39;h1e1r 1Pr:.te1*esit,1to,ok upan carrier ~or1~, e ra ewi an av1 1 yaw 110 s owe 1er;con�,

stitutional. thirst�- for andkeenness in the pursuit of.gain.A Im-
maculate� B/Iarssachujsetts,-_as early as 1641, declared the lawful-
nesgsiof African -slavery andof the slave strade. a In l3l&#39;lB,~Ql�.l�]8.[&#39;
Northern States,s1avely was ~established,, but thers.1&#39;mmutable«
laws of soil and climate, which, if let alone,p will carry il1:l,(:)_-�;8V¬l&#39;y&#39;
countrythe labor, whether slave orfree,besteadapted {to it, ran-
deringthe institution u;r1{pro�tablé.,these;enterprising pe,opl,ce..tool_{
their pa1jt[1_ntthe trade&#39;m_ore.�in selling slaves to the«South than
i1&#39;tlI1tI�_Odu__C1:ng�thertlgillto their� own country.   Hence lthpeystrapidly
d1sapp.e�ared -from their te1�I�rl�iOl&#39;y,1l]t0 the Southern -States,,iso;as
to I-na�kestem�ar_n�cipation in" the former no stretchgof .phil,anthro_p§rv.�
By the censsuls of l790,;the number of slaves in thesln,lrler..aridt
more.�nu-riShi.ng coloniesor vvas only 40,371), :w h iele l1&#39;l__l.l]B� Sou t-hern
and then mo�re;�feehle:�colonies,there vvere.,.-even» ;e,x.c.lu»sive,,o.f
those in V_i_r.gm:1a, 5tj7,527;_Vermo1�1et had only 17,» ,,M_as_sa«.chu:,
setts, tlrouagh slavery,.never was almlsished thereby statute nonet.
New Harnpshire, wihoserrstatutes were equally silent on the .sul)+l
je_ct,;:1,58; Counecticust 2,759; &#39;Pt?&#39;l�ll.]SylV21l1la.3,737; New-t
_2.1&#39;,524�-; . New Jersey 1t1�,4,�,Z~3, W hile Virginia alone %~had.293,4�27,
These �gures ;pro~v;eithat�in the il\lorthern States theinsztitution
was not Worth preserving,;_ but the last four having .tl1&#39;e,s,,s_la,rgest
numbers,in order to avoid all loss, adopteda plan,o.f proslptective
ernancipation,ibeihres theclarrival of the ieriod for &#39;Whjcl�1...tl1.ere
was saWo1�1dert&#39;u�lar1-d _-118?}-:_l&#39;ly complete starnpedetof slaves,;to-
Southern Statesefor Southern gold.   g  » -~ »    L  ~

To thein�tiex of Africans, through the slave tradreeslaWsp,tsof
Gr.eatBritain,&#39; the history of the Southern Colonies presentedtapn
unbroken seriesgof earnest protests; Noble, gl&#39;orious~old, Virgia
ma, who stands in reference to the slave trade like the Ccehevalier
Bayard, h"� above fear. -and above reproach,� passed no less than
twentylétreel acts .ito�sn ppress it; the other Southeran_States »al,so_
endgeavored to put an end �l30,l&#39;l&#39;., .butt- veto after veto .o.fM ro.yalGtogs�
vernors rtramrlsd  the 2ardem wishes -of t)�k_-1"�-B-:.PeQjE1@».�1�,&#39; .   a
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�until the revolution had given" freedorn to these States were
enabled to end thetraf�c, and then, notwith�standin�g� the �mag�;-,
ni�cent �Van nting of England of her �love of freedom and hatred.
of�slaVery,itheysuppressed it twenty years in advance of her.
I have glanced at these historical facts to show the injustice, the
iniquity, the cruelty of the attacks on the South and her instié
tutions, and I ask if the world 4 can furnish a parallel to an out
rage so atrocious. Not only are we assailed by that country
which forced the �institution upon us, and which still retains�

i bitter recollections ofiour lost allegiance and their defeat by our
gallant ancestors, but the honest, benevolent and immaculate
saints of the perjureyd North, who sold" us \ slavesffor gold, pro-
clair�nthat"a sin in whichthey were pa7"ticeps,cm&#39;nzz&#39;nis, is unpar�-I
donablee�, and seek to destroy our institutions and cut our throats",
becausewe will notsurrender these slaves�, which have become
necessafiyto our civilization, and to liberate whorn would be our
m,o1°al&#39;an;dr milysical death. No philanthropy commends itself &#39;
tofthese� wicked rneddlers, save that which is a deadly injury to
their&#39;countryn1en. In Vastregions of the 3earth rnil|io�n�s_\vear
the chains of a servitudeftowhich our _slayery is freedorn; but
the lannh-like hearts" of our pseudo brothers� are cq1a...their
syrnpathiesr ldead as �to them]. To give their phiilarithropyeilspice
and rel.ish, it rnjust have the seasoning of perjury-�th�eHstimnluS
of violatedcornpacts,and coniity with brethren,il_th_e �endish
thirst for the blood of �noble n1en,andfthe dishonoririg &#39;o,fClov�ely
women,�  Cliaiirrnan, there see1ns  to be a�,�di�spositiotn on the

> part of both �real and imaginary wrong-doers, to make bothers
spotnsible for and the scape-goats forttheiraacts. i rManyia_�inisera¢p,�
ble old man who has had , during _a long, life, hun-dredfssof �slav,efs&#39;, ,
and reared a family to whom these slaves have &#39;b,e,co,me a tneces,
sity, when itimehas M shattered this health and] weakened
nerves, is seized with a� spurious eren1orse,and�Tinean �evil �hoiiiree
wills� the liberation of this slavesand the vi,-mrnolationi of _�_k1~.i�<S-l
children�s «~.birth_r�ight. This folly and  wrong"�nds *
parallels in the history of nations. Franee introduced
into her C~olroniesi,ra11d then, by abolishing� it,_gaVe them to �re
and sword; I So didBrit�ain. And now this same,,Britain,haviintg_
forced the institutioii �on us, seeks, l1an"d"ri�n hand withithie ung
na»t1&#39;1ra~l �North to� act" the same tragedy in ethev__�SlOuth;i� "5 Sir, the
immaculate God could, in the sublime benevolence and bound}-I
less love", which arethe attributes of diivin-iety, offer up a siniless_;e
mortal life asian * atonement for a lost world, but I utterly deny
theiright of any �human power to mal_<e��a vicarious atonernent;,
and I� demand, that the North shall bear the guilt of herown
sins; I I referred in the beginning to the greatphysical links arid;
the hallowed rneniories which should have �bound totgeythergthe
Northi,&#39;ar1[d_gthe» South in bonds of fraternity
ofrthe�"everlast�ing hills. � But for� �bread the North&#39;ihas,�&#39;gi&#39;veni

_ ash�rm the"g.rra<-i,ilicte�i&#39;
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11s,,__the � stones�,¢�.; o�immoveable and incessant oppression.~ ;jF,or
�,�j~�3sh,�_� thepserp,en],ts tcpofceaseless agitation and; asttack. eThey, I
not �vtve,i,h.;atVe forgotten that the bones, ~ of our ancestors_,liteu_sird;e
by side "iiviethi the bones, of T t»h,eir_:�ancestors a,t,tPrinceton» and York-
tgotiWn�.";.i,,Th,ey, not we, _ha.,ve forgotten, tha.t,w�esareebrethren,-and
tlliatswhen &#39;or1cei.theFhand �is stained; with ~brotheri�s blood/�
onothingi less �i�than the Waters of the sweet Heavens caniitawiash
itjrvhite as snow.  7,7Si,r,� to .aln1ost_eVeryi conceivable.»i,n_sul.t;anid
injury, have We been, , subjected.. .I, will�, not weary the ;Conven-
tion by reading: the innumerable assaults upon us, bY;_llhQ sNorath�. T
Iicould read pagelafter page to show that our oft�-~re,peated,�com-
plaints are true;  That fr]0mgt.he7press, the pulpit, the school-
house, conventions,~,legislatiVe bodies, the masses, whether in
cities T or,,rL,1ral, districts, from the leader of Senates to the lowest
crtoss_-road, 1poli*tici,an&#39; ,=*Who , like a: former Indiana Senator, plays
steamboat for the amusement, of rowdies and scou ndrelsrkastr-grog
shops 3�? there isi loner Wicked, common, deadlyand deep-seated.
hatred , to-the ,_So1»1i_.t,l&#39;,1_sa and;..,herinstituti.ons.,- As early: as 1.7_.:9O the
Ward upon us tb�e�gi.a&#39;n in the shape of p.etitio_ns to_{Congress~to in-T
terifereis with -our, domestic ginstitutions.� }Th_e�se .have,rbeenri},_in
every� form&#39;+�to_ abolish tsrlaVery.,in« the Districit :,of Cjolumbia=-a�in
the forts, decal;-ya=rds, and ,other« places, underithe�;,jurisdictionof
the..,F_ede1&#39;al Gov;er11ment�*�to- excilude it from the,Territo.ries,»>the
�cprnm�ona\Vprofperty,� of rbothjrsppectitons-,�r�to prohibit the slave trade
between lithe States-,��to abolish� �it in the ,States�-and to dissolve
tlijgallirion because oft-slaVery,�.��,many of these petitions� pbeing
eouchpedein terms of H the,gross�est,.,insult to the South and h_eri.n�-
stiitutioiisg ? The ,plat_fo.rrns _r;0n; Wh ich , th 6,-ab:QlltiQslf1iiSt_S; Wei&#39;i_t,s-into,
the?,presi:deo,ntial:; cjoiitepsgt 840, d.emandedr�, ithe:.,.abo:litiOne {of
i slayery in , ,tlfI?6. 1l,,Dis~,triict- of . Coluiiibiaseirn the_rtTerri-torieseaofiethe
slave itradesabetxeveein theiSstates, and announced an oppositionesto
slavlery every_ where,� �(to the full extent of .constitutional poWer;a�r.�
I�n;,1848,thaptportion of th,e",party which did not~,support=_the
B\urffal,0,s no;1r1r,inaees,,¥ gweznt  abolishing slavery; in :..the States ,.by&#39;
the] �General tra,,Gojv;er«nrn,em;  The Buffalo, ;_ar,1,d; Utica ttplatforirns�
the,m~sielves«V ,(c;1,air_ni n gig }to ».be;:1,{epu,bl ican, ;not. i abolition ,1) -«took tthe
strongest _ ground; for; wjhsaot , they call � � freeadfomr, "�r in   opposfiitio n to
slavery,.siitp,;F,or l,t?heiij�<<re1i.e,f;�*� (as they ., �G¬t111&#39;¬d- it,)a:of ~ the aFe�d�er,al
G;pveri«1mie:n»t nom_a11 T teresponisibillitye for, -slavery, Whereverdistthat
goveifnmeriit had? juritsdic�tion..} For the absoel11tes=prohib�i_tionnbv
act of Co&#39;r1gresst~of slavery in, the &#39;1�erritor»ies,ran.d� of rm»loraestis1aV3e
S,,tates�;fand theyss�auntedgin our faces the insc�ript,ionsonstheir
biannferpgof F�~free~soil,_ free speech, free labor. and ,freeinien&#39;,�,"de4
clariang _Slavery.e to be � a great moral, social and� politicali�evil,�

,feat. o;f9t.he  toihave
�ing-�on"�-the»�gr0und1on .&#39;all5fouras,, with :a,large"tin_&#39;v_�e_ss,el on .his,,.t;.ack �lled with
water; from�. .W&#39;h.ic_h 9.�1negro;�b$*}thjrusting&#39; in the "water "a heated 1i�olier,:&#39;»r&#39;a:ilsejd* é._
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and a, relic of barbar-ism.�.�_ In 1852 the independent Democrats,
(as; they called themselves,) who supported John P. Hale for the
presidency, declared that their organization was a Union � of
freedom agaiiistslavery � �-�-� slave Territory� �-�� � slave States� �-�
and any legislation for the reclamation of fugitive slaves; -� that
slavery was a sin against God,� �a crime against man,� �7and
that �no human power could make it right.� In 1856, the
Republican platform denied the right of Congress��-of Territo-
rial Legi;slatures���of any individual, or association of indivi-
duals, to _give legal existence to slavery in any territory of the
United States, and claimed that it was the duty of Congress to
.-prohibit it. , Added to all this, we have not the mere billingsgate

- .,"Of theFive Points, and the �sh inarket eloquence with which
-we have been bespattered by strong-minded women and obscure
t;l1�l8.l6_ trait_ors, but countless declarations of leading men, politi--
acians and divines, that republicanism is not only the ally, � but
the progeny of abolitionisrn.� That they are for the logic of
Sharpe�s ri�es to oppose s1a_Very�� higher law judges, an anti-
slavery Constitution, an anti-slavery Bible, an anti-slavery God.�
That the time shall come whenthe sun shall not rise on a master
0,. S_°.t on a&#39;7slave�.��-��slavery shall go out in �re and blood,�
and ms� its-extinguishment the streets of our_cities � shall run
b1eejd ,te the horses� _bi&#39;idles�_��shall be abolished �at the price
cc of the C0"USt1tl1t10n, the Union and the &#39;country.����-because of
its existence ,Il.1e,Ul]l0� is �.�a sham, a lie, an 1lIlpOSt11f(?��-fa.
cacovengmt :.vtrjt,_l1; death,ai1d an agreement _W&#39;1�t_l1.l]ell�-�--�.-ll]Sl.1.I&#39;-
1-eetjens ere, juetj,fiabIe�.����a I_"ugitive slave is right. to kill his
master if he attempts to reclaim him�-���servile,wa_r or any-
thing is better than the extension of slavery touthe territories�-�
cc and that J-m.O1.S are jtisti�ed in violating their oaths ip acquit-
ting persons who effeet the escape of fugitive slaves, � as are
States in. Viotatitqtg the law� for their rendition. Their repeated
legislative resolutions -have declared against 31137 m_O1�e_ Slave
States. Chase proclaims that the clause in the Constitution for
tlierendition of fugitive slaves is null and void, and forms no
part of an oath when it is tal<:en to support �that instrument.
Seward, besides his higher law and irrepressible con�ict doc-
trines, proclaims �that slavery has no coiistitutional guarantee
which may not be released����its_ ultimate extinction 1S cer-
tain.� Sumner, besides holding similar doctrines, declares the
fugitive slave law should not be executed. Webb is for pre-
venting the extensiori of slavery, sword in hand. Wade is not
only in favor of abolishing it in the District of Columbia and
excluding it from the territories, and everywhere, where the
General Government has jurisdiction, but declares that agitation
shall continue so longas the foot of a,slave.pi&#39;esses American

e ee�, To the same purport are the declarations of Wilson. , And
the gteet eptitter, whe now. occupies the Presidential chair, wlwA 2 S I

4-.
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vseietns as*go�od1_�at gS�.p_l.Ittl�g the Union as he �):1�_l�II:QI�?lY"Vf?V�8,S *�at_spl1t_�-
tiiraogltrailsoll vw  rI�I1i¢h�  resenttiptotéitidntas
 {:11 f3l�d-«�- bi;-t�a n1_oii1k�eyf* passingyyoviiphtt �a�light�ed. 1T_1§3it,:C&#39;.l;l�  t;he*n;1id&#39;st{ of
fopeiet kiegsof" g&#39;L1npoWd_�e&#39;r, a1ls�op&#39;roc�laifnsp the� &#39;� iru1&#39;ep�ressIble�(§on-
�iot; ?� &#39;� ill at the �Fed eiral iGo&#39;\7et1�n men t� has �the were; ai11d�es�h oiujld ,
~*�etXeroise��it, of"_pro�hibitii�i;g:i� slavery �in� all the �territoiries; -" isliiot
itetteiiieertain that the _a�boli&#39;t_�io�1�1V of the s_l&#39;aV�e madeibetwee;1t�t1:é
�States-3is�:uricotistituitionalgand declares that.1nen� who own� slaves

�_ "dfb�no�t desierve9to"l)e:fr�ee.� �Moreover, asifa1*i�bacl§i7 L-�:1fSti�1i&#39;858",pt�:s there
were txventy aboliition United, States Senators and o1*ie=�shundire�d
"�abo�litio,u   Iiepresientativels, since that time, sixtj�eight o&#39;ime:r11;ber�s
�of Cotngress �endorsed the work of� Helper, an ipinfamo&#39;us ince,n�j.
idiaryppublticatiton, �reeompmending ��re and swordifori the South�, a
and *the�alarmin�g tspread of whosevile d&#39;oCt&#39;rine�s is shown by
the "lZ)&#39;OaS"tll;]&#39;g���tlltl-[.l�l�1g on its title _pag_e&#39;of t:he�sale ofone hundred

i"tho11�sa_&#39;nd :copies.&#39; The staitt1te=siofi no less th~an"��fteen�Sta&#39;tes
inullifyt the fugitive slave law. t Myriads in the Northp� iclaim th_�e
ci&#39;roWn�of rnartyrdoni fO&#39;I"13l:1,E3:�Cl]l8S/&#39;.�e&#39;S it ba1�1dits{&#39;apnpd iassaspsitns who,
ut�idei" the leadf of John �Brown,� invaded our soiltahditmurdered
o�iu~ ic�itfi�zens. La&#39;st,"�tli1ougl_1,Iiottiilepast, t�a�i�s�ecitio,nal"�pafty has
� sazed the gotvertilrnen-t�j with the avowed purpose oftt"war1�ing
"w�i&#39;th~its thousand {weapons of patronage and power 0r1t�sourei�ns�ti4
ftu°tionsp.�t Thusi,p�through=everiyi �gchannel of comrnuni_cation,&#39;speaks
the Stolid,i relentless, moveless North.  Thi&#39;1�1s � are_heai&#39;di theldeg
Vnunciations and" sthreatenings, not of at foreign� power iwi.tho�ut
�weight or in�uence in our �egovernmentt between which audits
hoped for victiu11&#39;olls the billows of an ocean bar1*ier, but of a
�Vast and powerful fcolumne-and [cordon of free Statestof �  eighteen
�millions �of Inhabitants, whose su��raganst&#39;have an immense. -n51�a��
jori:ty�1in; the &#39;ieleCtio11t of our tgopvertimental o�ic.e�rs��&#39;�whoseiteI&#39;ri-
~tory* is in iimntiediate proixixnity to our own , spanning and outs
�ankingi our whole Northern ,[ North~easte1&#39;n and �Northéwesttern
ufrontieigtwihiohj, �before : the secession� oft-the~Sou3the1"np Confede-
"rac.y,iw_ere to the slave States in number � as 1~9it0{15; in white
population aseighteen. niillions to �eight rnillions; in�represe_nita4
ation as�1i88i to 114; which to the slave States which now ~i*emain
in"the�No1�thern Union, arejnow in nurnber"asA19 to 8 3 in white
�populationas eighfteteti tnilliohs to �ve mi-lliions, in &#39;1�epresentat.io�n
as 188 to 53; which imniense preponderance of CoInmo&#39;nwealt�l1s
and populationtistto besteadily increased bythe addition of new
�States, which is in possession of the power and theegpatrohage

� of� the govermnent, with the abilityand the will �forever toex-t-
iclude� frorn it Southern men,� and the unlimited power of "taxing
-an?d*tran1pling upon the "hopeless minority; &#39; i    4 ~ �
t  id  this gathering iofhuge clouds, black as ni�ght~�*��th�is
>�rol»l"i7n�g  of the disteant V thuiider, omiinous of the &#39; apprfoacihss of the
~seto1&#39;in-ethvteseishockspoéf the� earithqtisakei; hera1diing�~�ia]i1 explosion
�i>v«l1"ii ;~t1~:~�m-ety�~és-hakee4itzat=~attdms *�t�l*�1"e *5p?i�llarS?i of 9 otir-��*socifa~li  �

�ox
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roaring and surging of the mountainwavescoft the gtreat:de<2p,,
by the fbrealriri npof Whose: fo1_m"taifns�_hwe may at a1jy�moin�er1t�
be ;:o_Veir�Wh11elme�d,,.hiy� disllnghliiishedtfriend from Augusta;
Bpald"iWin,) wlioiihl Was� happy yftosee receive from fair thandsitliel

~ oraftor�s�i_w1&#39;ea�th, notbecpaugse [agree pWith�hirnV in" sentirnenyt, but
becanset I&#39;,amy_alW&#39;ay,s pleas�ed&#39; to w1tness�reWardsp to eintellectual &#39;
merit; sees 1ittle�m_ore than the raving of madrrreng joined to� the
ofl�er_i.ng"spojf_ gallant persons to the toothless old maids of gYani-V
keedo1I1�L�-.thtese �poor old (�,1&#39;efc}t�l_1wr8_S&#39;VVl1O stalk� with �e�yes�dpini ash�
Iainps l&#39;iv"i1 1fg�oAn ashort allowance of oil�-�their cheeks blaz&#39;ingp"
with the pe�rn1ane1_1_t_blush of the brush��their heads decorated�
Witli aiiprofane handejalharmirrg pernptiioniof exotic of curl.s,"an&#39;d�
Wl1i,(&#39;)�lTlE�t\�l{ec.�[�.f1e ctixV_&#39;rpell,{�i�11p ring in his ovvnfacetious,� bltitiiexpresspivei
language, with i the singingj� of �(psalms and /times.� Sir; �I
.hop�e;rny friend: is iwllaip I say; With sorrow and hlirniliation, Ialri
"not, a rnemhber  good �stapnding and fellowship of � some orthodox
Chrihstiari Church ; for fear that if heis not in� now, the scepticism
which sees }no danger� tothe iSouth� from Northern aggr"essio"n,i
will �keep him ont forever. i Knotxvinlgftheisohlenin reslp.o�nsibilit�ies
of onlrtposi�ony here, Ipfeel raflferi1�ebu1{ed at Venturing uponan
anecdote, especiallyartrite  hlit the �gentleman i really" seems
as hard of; helief as the ,1jx1an��\xih&#39;o, having been refused a- place
in l_t_h�e Ark,� though the �Waters of the flood h were rising �in� every?
pidirectiotn arouenid hphim;kgtcointerrrptuioupsly told thatedistinguished�
old navigator; Noah, to getfalohg ivith� his �old.boat,&#39; for he did
not beliiieveh "�,t.l&#39;1�ere w.oiil;dt�he rr1_i1_chp;._iotfla shoWer~afterI»all.s�� � i

hMr.tChaiirir1an,:ai"_feearf11l�cris�is�is npori us�-�our lagriculttlral,
mercan�tile and L� commercial iitterests are �prostrate-�Qur�nances
&#39;are;ydera1t1ged��_�,our� oircfe glorious Union is disrupted4+seVeI1*stars
have le�ftoi1r&#39;federative c�onstell�ati�on�, and others threaten to -shoot
 their isphelresllh Waitit1gy�infVain&#39;for sympathetic responses
fro_rn_the �b111e_�prnto&#39;11sr_1tai11s andl5&#39;fr1onn1nental-sea-shoreof Virgi-
�nia&#39;,.�,� the Confehtderatep�Cotnrnh-nxyealths have" ievinced the *pru.
\ denyce golf: the_trai{eller_ iVl1o.sita�d�s on his guard,has -he hears by
,the Wa side &#39; ""ft&#39;phe�j.warhing �réittlél of the �serpent�t-��of -the West-
perni ihu3iite�r�,:)Whoi_raises his deiath-dealing ri�e when there is a
h _� riushyiinyitiliei j,ung1e,�{* and� he beholds the llarge� greenj eyes of
th�e_s"poYtte:d glairirig upon .hirn.� The �ower-decked�iields
of Lp11isia1ia;h_�£he &#39;be.a1&#39;1itifLil�savannahstof Georgia and&#39;fajir Caro-
:1ina;,y f" p1.a1;1*&#39;tte,g:ib;:nt1;:ini cave,� �resouinde with �-the dinof
&#39;_p_rep�a1fatio1j, yahhgl �;e;Qho� pthel: stern l notes~of�- de�anc�e. . The;:Gulf
States,� b._1�-ijSt_li.e�W_ith&#39; cbayor1ets+4�é-iiltinin �a&#39;f&#39;t.er&#39; column of the�2:Hut-
.gueno_t_ "and Cavialier chival*ry�;de�ploy info lir1e,�a�r-lid the b�.ril|i>ant
casqupehparid more lhJ�l}x*i1e1ii�;rn(eye, tihie��sa&#39;ble� pltime, the 4� dancing
.l,_c_rest�«"t of: rnaiiwyhi&#39;a.}\hob1ef7l,e�aHélf; ei�gl�e;a�rnt along: thetranksi wheref;�ashV.thyeh&#39;ai1niers&#39;plyo_fai.glitrt.eiihis;£1rn1y,�� " ..c r.&#39; ..)i;&#39;)

t 
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shduid at once resumes the povvers rrforrnerliyldelegateds rrby"them*ltoi
the General Government, and inssolid phalanx ass;&#39;ert7theirinde�-

pendence; The time when they could �beaccused, of7impru-
dence for such a course has passed; necessity,� not rashnejs�s,�is*
now the Word. Attempt -after attempt at cornpromisefhas resulted, r
in failure, unt.il longer asking looks like supplication. States-~r
man after statesmansin the Senate has endeavored, .in vain, to?
calm the storm. Proposition after� proposition �ir * peace, Wghischs,
though patriotically made, was regarded by the Southern �men�
as in part a surrender of their rights ,� has been persistently. voted
down by the North. The voice of Virginia for peace, so potent-,
tial, so successful heretofore with the nation, has been scorned ;�
and having invain attempted, tosecure the rights of the South
by her separate action, Whenshe again speaks, it shouldbe from
the head of the Southern column. Withoiitsrthecp,Confe�derate
States she would be as helpless as achild. What, if she re%
mained with the Northern, or Northern and middle Confederacyj, a
would" become of her cherisheddoctrine of State�rights, the �
Iitiurgyeof her political prayer book? How wouldshetresist"u.n-
equal taxation��the plunderof the public treasury, insult__s_and
aggression, anrdi the steady en_ctr0,achments.of a,. relentless sec-L
tional majorit�yu_po�n her 1nst1tut1ons?  Every reading man knows
the Wild theories} of the North and North-�We&#39;st*onthe subject of
g0Ve1%nmen1_;," Scomfirl derision; is their only reply to _-t&#39;he,�chef
rished States-rights adoctrines, to the perfection of which the
great men of Virginia have devoted their lives. a Trampling� this
hallowed creed ll�-1.tl1~e&#39;duSl3, they favor the Wildest and mostpar-�
tial schemes of internal .inu_provement by the &#39;Gern�eral Gosvern-
ment.   Rejecting both ,1 an equal distriblltim� 0f* the public lands
among the States, and the trust by which they are held, for the
corrirnon bene�t: of all, they �allow them to be seized by the
States Where they are situated; they hold that no syistern ofil~~tax--
ation,bV dutiesion , imports, however excessive, is unequal or
unconstitutional;andadvocate dangerous agrarian schemesrirns
the shape of homestead bills and other 0b�0XiiOuS iIII8:6.lS15lI�8Sf0i;l&#39;
robbing the treasury and ruining? the couI1t1�Y- If,tWheI1 the
South was a� unit, we were unable to stem the tide of ssinjusstice
and 0p&#39;pIfe�s_Si-Q11, how hopeless will; our condition ,bepnow,~w1th
this resistlessp majoritygof Northsernc and North-�Western States
against us, and when seven of our sovereign allies have left the
C�1onfe.deracy? , Withthese great political facts staring me �1n_ the
face, I am -forced to say that guarantees, Which, for the sake of
peace, I Vvould, at one tirne,_have accepted, I gvvouldhnoxw
consider -myself unjust to my constituents to t011Ch- , EVeI§f,T}1Q-
ment�s delay on the part of Virginiatshasiccon�hsrmed .thevv,aVer1ng
and ~strenfgthened� »th}e;aI1tii-,S0;1Jthem �ghts party; maths b<2rder
slave, Sttates, ;w.hi1e  G;i1flStates have become,  landtlrneiter
exasperatedtsagainst the 7N�or&#39;t~h5 and therhbgéé 0f�1f3*�¢i0I1Stri1iCti0i1

i
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grows �fainter and fainter.  As7the"tbreach �between the Gulf
States .an�d_�Northern States widens, and the former become more
determined to act with perfect independence, so diminishes our
chaneeof having by our�side our natural allies, and so increase
theperils of Virginia and the necessity for greater demands and
guarantees ,_and} for the assertion of her absolutte-equality in the
Confederacy.  are these guarantees to be obtained? By
ma�a: of Virginia acting singly? t The futility of such a hope
has already been proved by the failure of the Peace Conference,
inaugiirated by herself. If actingtalone, she is too weak to
comrnalndl respect forher demands, she must seek more strength.
Whereis that to be obtained? 3 The answer is plain: with the
Southern Confederacy. Though there may be matters in which
our interests may clashwith thosenf that Confederacy (which I i
do notadrnit), yet it ist&#39;i�mpo�ssible that that clashcan be so fatal
as thatbetween the slaveholding interests of the Southand the
anti-slavery ag�gre&#39;s�sions of the North. To the Southern Conte-
deracy alone can we look for a commu nity of interest, for �strength ,
and for real sympathy in �the maintenance ofthat most sensitive
andlvital of "all our domelsiticinstitutions, slavery.IV I0 I

We cannot be sure of the:e�&#39;ect1ve cooperation of theborder
States. Delaware, Maryland,� Kentucky, Tennessee and North
Carolina, notwiithstanding the nation is: in the throes of revolu-
tion, have refused to��call conventions�. � :�How&#39;far North Carolina,
Tennessee and Kseiituicky have been in�uenced by the delay of
Virginiainttaking her� posittlion with theConfederate States, or
what other causes have weighed with them, [have no&#39;mean�s of
knowing. But I fear there is too much reason to deplore the
free soil proclivlities of Delaware and Maryland; and Missouri,»
on the l20th*of ilastimoipnth, by a yote of 69 to 23, actually refused
to declare her willingness to unite with the South, �even though
the Northern States refuse to agreeo-�n at just settlement of the
slalvetry question, lan_d&#39;i the Union is dissolved in consequence
thereof. if Then we should not await the action of the border
Stfatesi. F rDelay and uncertainty are ruinousto our interests.
The great objectioiri to border State conferences, and all ~ot�her
measures for delay, is �that busi&#39;ne�ss men are kept in astate of
harrassing and ruinous uncertainty, as to where the v State is �to
go and the country� is to 1 sgo��u1n*der What revenuefsystem we
are to�li.ve_1_as to what amountof protection���stability and safety
is to  �given� to that do�me.sticinstitutiontof :ou,1�s, whichis the
foiindation on yvhichyiss reared the whole edi�ce of State pros-
perit-y and civililzaitioin. Not only do commercial and manufac-
turing nien stand aghast at/the doubts and dif�culties of �the
State�s future, but slavehoelderts �prepare to weaken our strength
byfthe withdrawal  only of their energy, virtue and ability,
but oofmislliotns of -/ prapertya rromsour soil. S The frnotiveswhich
impel the 1a.tterto leave the State are two fold 3 �rst, by our un~
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f*S§tt1i¬dt;P0L.i;G,Y=1hQV fear the reduction  the �.:V&1.l.13 of .the.ir~rs1avesr;
amt, se9ornd;1:Y;:they« know.thati9fia11rins�turtioinsr r0anir.eart§h rslavextr
is .the,:n1o_s.t _sensiti.ve,d and...th;eg rn.ost.rdangerous to, bé,";�tirIQdd�1¬5d
With; by ...any but its friends and owners. They Welilkniow that
the history. of; every outside; interference withr the ir�;_s:tit11tion¢�is
written :i11b1ood¢��he11ce they desire, top.p]_aee thernse1vje)s.r;andtth.e
iriistitution in thekeeping of .._its friends.  Even though_ these,ces;-
sion of Virgintipav _sho;.u»l&#39;dt :&#39;  n \ co n sfiequ e},nc.e.. of. ._ her delay rfail - ;t_0ir.give
herthe proud 1ead:e.rship, whiehri.a;Ll wfere_.onceriwil1ing_tQpaccord
her, it wo.111d.,at least put herin ta� position, Where the.er_s_1;aVe&#39;_itnte-
_rest.:wo.uid ,heg;tfree, from attacks,by�1egis1ation+��ini�a�n_.alliance
with.Go1nn1o=r1wealtshsby wihorn she;wi;1l; notebge .tran1pA1ed;u_pon,
and wi1;1.,be»freed from insult,-exgcessive taxation and ceaseless
   a   1    a V r
g r ,«W8._m4i§gh§:ha¥Q=S11ppQS6d pur,ene§mies to have prudenee if not
prinarziplei-,�s�rsth_rewd,ness, if » not WiSdQII1&#39; and �honor; and that this
miserable governrnenta at gWashingto11, when istrainin.g��et:erjr
n§erVe.~to keep the : border S_tates_.ir,1 theisNorthern~rCiQHf3\dera9y}
Wi1engsVirgin;i;aswas »stayijn.g;the tide .Wh_ieh. threatened, ,tQ Sweefp
them from place _and:power, would have had the tact,not tosay
the cemrnon decency �to stay the rhagndtd of oppression and pplugn�der.
So far from ityatr that veryr rtiimeritheyr Seek -to pr0strat¢.i»So11thern
prospe1�ity.r For, as thedistirrgpished gentleman frorn «Halifax,
(Mrp, »_BI�11§:e,&#39;).&#39;,.\Vi_1O �rstgaddressed. tus�has shown, at thre;veryrmo-

�merit this,Qonvsentiorniowas pidiseusising the» means � of restoring
- uriion and fraternity, a .JBla.c_kr Republiean�ongress p.as,sedr,. and
&#39; a Black Republican Preside_nt signed the odious M,orre1l, Tariff,
more tnnegqual, and oppressive» to .t_hejSouth than that bill of Cabo-
rni-nati:on&#39;s o,.f&#39;.1832, ixyliieh came r1ear.tdisruptin&#39;g .the.rgoverr1__rnei-it
andvsdestroyingthte:eonfederacy. 1 .Go with the Southern Confe-
pdetraey,.si1�,;an=d no sueh oppressioniiawaits nus; iWe Will then
rest;.under the Wise) and ,st,a,tesrnan-like. Constittition of the soon-
federate, ,_States, forrned,by,So�1it;her11 slaveholders for the.bene�t
of rirSc.>uthern«. sla~veh0lrdiersi;e �Th,isr iiisi  rrconclrusiver answer to
ggentleirrenpmho X-ask rW.ifl�§.i�} We are; to get ,b.y.s going top_.Athe.&#39;rSout»{hern
r_Go11.federacy, and texpress �doub:ts3a;s.;to~the security of our _rights
and inte1je�sts�{.in it, g_Is,._rthere,_a,;gen;1;1e;magn�on thisg�oor Whois
not perfeetityfsartjs�edrwith that Qonstitn;tion, WhQ. sees any p-thing
in i!:.;inc20mpatib1ewith,theinterests of Virginia, orwhich does
not a better esecture them   �than. the Qonsititutiaon under. W.hic:,h We
live, 5. NIQTBQSZBIT, the eo;n.struc�tiorL .0.f.;an: instrument is secondary

.Constitntiont,of the Confederate. ,S]tates� will the administe_red_ by a

. Sotlthe-rn; Congress, a Southern fresiidenrti, p_Wit1&#39;1_a� Southern; Ca-
hinet,. sand] eonstrued ;by L. S¢outhern,,;J,udgesi�, iall, 1ook;ing_j   the
irrterestgef.Southern s1a,veho1.d�ers; andi.11Qt_&#39; by�ifN05rthernt»free
gsoil -texecutire a.tr;1<;iti¬ib91�iti9n.~Q9ngré.sst, and.  rS;11rpremé»t~vCqu.r.trtto

i�. . I3:1 £25..   .~s .! ~*&#39; :~4,1_ -~&#39;.1&#39; _ \~ ~- 3-. � ,_ .4 - . .&#39; : .. \,  �V -. . ~�. _
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hetabolitionilzejd as rapidiy _%sh�.H ,re�r&#39;f1�ove&#39;tl1e rerna�in~def_&#39;
of�thenerab1e*»t S_ta*tes-�righ�tsF Judge&#39;si&#39;wh_sot�r�row grace its bench

td?i§tirigi�1is�hed�x, genr1ema,r1�?~crm;n1 &#39;*Fauqiuier&#39;, (Mr. �Scott,�)f*
argued tl1at�i-ii raxtging herself iWpigth1the�1Ssoutheirt1 Confederacy,"
Vi?rgin&#39;ia�\vould go ,a�s*fa~�men,deicant,�ignoratit of the;,�.man�ner in�
which sshétwias to be recéivedg, As� ai*me�i1dic�a�nt, sir? Why,
havenot the iSta�tes&#39; which led" the �secession niovement�, sent
comimissionerst toc�Virgin�ia, both before and since their With-t
drawal,� not only inviti�n�g but�in&#39;1plo"ring her � tozjoin the Southern�Confederiac�Y"&#39;?W  * 5  S   �   ii� � c i  t
�A�gain, sir�, he has argued that the �Government would not

brook our�With*d�ra\val and it wouldwbeequivalent to War, and
t-hatthe act rv�v*ou�ld foreverialienatethe Northern �States from 1�1s,
sothat there could� beino reconstruction of the Union. I do not
see that the Wtithdravval of �Virgiriia from the Confederacy, With-
out agg&#39;ressio*n- upon?�t_he Federal Government, will produce War
any mores than the��n1ere�s.Withdrawal of the Confederate States
ha�Sip1�0�CluCed wait� I appreshendlth-at if war springs up between
the rival Con�federac�ie&#39;s, it �will not be in� consequence of the iso-
lated act� 0f"-�sece"s�sion, "but in consequence� of some controversy
with regard tothe/fotrts, andithe collection of the �revenue,� And
if it be :sai�d that the� Goversnmentt has «upTto&#39; this time stalyed its
hostile hand� to k&#39;eep�V.i1�gi�nia with the Northern Cyonfederacyl
ansxvertha-t if she srecedes, the same policy "will probably be put-
sued totkeep in that Confederacyethe,.rem»ain&#39;ing border slave
States. �-And,-C withTregard tojthe.,.a1%i.enation �of the Northern
Stattes-from"&#39;us?� by our �alliance with the &#39;Southern Cionfedeiracy,
and the consequent lessening of the chances of r.econstr11ic_t_ion,&#39;
all�  have&#39;to say is, that if, after all the injuries, inisultsi anti in-
dignities heaped upon� usby the 4� Northern people�, they areiso
sensitive, so squeamish as to make our union&#39;With the"�Gulf
States fa9*mortal�=o�ence�,Iall hope of reconstructioli is gone for-
ever; rThedistinguished�gentleman,(Mr. Scott,) touched upon
asubject which has a1&#39;iready�been &#39;alluded to more than once on
this �oor. C It was istartedifby thteaiidistihguished senior delegate
from Bedford, (Mr. /-Goggin,)f,&#39;a11�d�refers to the difficulty, infcase
of the secession of .Virginia,� and her alliance with the Southern
Confederacy, which the. State and the Confederacy Wouldhave
in discharging their reciprocal robligatioiis; Iunderstood the ar-
gument; to refer in thebeginniiig to the diif�cultyof the transit� of
o_*u:r"Con�sgression�allrepresentatives _to Montgomery, and I thought
it� a strange� piositiori, when only a�fevvdaysibefore&#39;Comgn1issioner,Sl
from the seceded States of Georgia, South Carolina and Missis-
sippi had passed, Without molestation and With welcon1e&#39;th,rou�gh
unseceded States lying �between us �and the Southern Confede-
racy; �lpngtheit discharge of these� reciprocal �duties there_�would�
b_e�lit;tlje: di.f�c-ulty*�i�lTtimet�ofi_peacejfan&#39;d.,if it�be said that time�o«r;war>it&#39;:wour1sd n be1s�o«�g�reats-as to-somakeslsecessi-on fo�r"th*at�*ieasorr �
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unwise, I subenritrvvith great deference that the argmfnecnt proves
too much_�-S-forit vvould show that we could not safelysspectede the
State, even if every effort of.ttcornpromise. vvithithe, North; and
every proposition prop,osed,in this bodyt�+borde,r State �proposi-
tions and all&#39;�shall�fail. _ In otherrwords that we areyhelpless in
the grasp of abolitioniszll. It is Va� di�icultyetlien Which, as We
may have to meet it,we_should look in the face and beeprepared
for it. I hopethat itwill. be found. mores imaginary than real.
If Virginia should join the Southern C,onfederacy,I should hope
there would be no dif�culty, in case of danger, in marching an
army from one to the other through the So.ut_hern and friendly
States still in the old Union, and that \vhilethose~States would
resist the march of a Federal army, the spirit of their_people,,,of
their institutions, the feeling, of Southern fraternity, the principle
Of hO1�101� .WO11ld prevent their opposing the march of South-ern,
forces from Virginia to; the Con.fede1&#39;ate States, or from the �latter
to the former. S Besides, i_t is to be hoped that a Soilitllerri navy
will start like magic into life, by which her troops can be,ttrans-it
ported urhe1�e.they may be needed. Then let_Vi_rginia_ go With,
her] Southern sisters,� and in S concert with them: demand her
rights of the North. We have alreadypsuvf�cient evidence of
the inability of Virginia, actingsingly, to obtain propergu_ara,n:-S
tees of the North and its abolition government, and of the iii-
disposition of the North to accede to the �demands of a dijsunited
South in the failure of the Peace Conference -inaugurated by
her,�of the Crittenden propositions, and of Variousotlier pmpg-
sitions of peace offered by Southern men, all of which were
voted down and branded with scorn .&#39; &#39; _  S
S �1�hough we contend that the Peace Congress rpropositioanps

were a virtual �surrender of Southern rights, and point to their
failurein Congress to show that the North is not willing eiveenpeto
give trsa part of our rights, the distinguished gentleman fron_1
Augusta, (Mr. BaldWin,) says we are estopp_ed in any reference
to thesubject because theVirginia Senators, Hunter and IMaso,n,
voted, alon  with Seward �against the p1&#39;oposiptions,-buta the
answer is plaill. Seward voted against the report, because it
gave the South more than he was willing it should J hav,e_.- Hunter, &#39;
and Mason voted against it because it gave the,Soiuith less than
its due. Does any humantbeing suppose that Se_wa1&#39;d pvoted
against it becau�seit gave the South too little, or that the Virgi&#39;nia
Senators opposed it becauseit gave the South toomuch?t The
bare statement of the proposition is its own best refutation, and
thereis an end of it. S p i r    St �S

I confess, lVlr.rChairman, that my hopes of a reconstruction of
theold Union are "slight indeed. _ 1 fear that a separation of the
States is eterrial,but I am convinced that if there is any hope of
reconstruction, it must be from the prompt sercessionroifl Virgienia,
and htercuyniony with! the�Sorut_hern Conifed_er�acyt,,  one, thingil
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am» certain~,after theterrible ordeal a through which the country
has� been carried =&#39; and -is now passing-, the Gulf «States will� never
returnswithout constitutional amendments, securing them tho-
-�rough,� and absolute equality with the North. It is vain for any
man to tell me the Union can be reconstructed without an� utter
-abandonmentt-of those principles founded in inequality, injustice
fantdtwrong, but which are the very existence of the free soil
party. Thatthere will� be such an abandonment, is almost
ihopingfagainsjt hope; and almost equally futile isthe hope that
the Gulf States will return on any terms. But, if miraculously,
almost, thexfree soil �party, from a returning sense of justice,
should be willing to accord us this equality, nothing but a union
of Virginia with the States of the Southern Confederacy will
bring them back. . My distinguished friend from_ Halifax, who A
last addressed us, (Mr. Flournoy,) referred to the proud position
&#39;of�Virginia�. He told us in eloquent terms .tl1at at her command
the .go�vernmenthad stayed its" hostile hand againstthe South.
My heart respondedto every sentence of his bea1.i.tiful eulogy on
theold Commonwealth, for I am one of thosewho so reverence
and love theOld Dominion, that even when dtissyenting from her�
line of policy, mytongue will: utter nothing in� regard to her,
unle&#39;ss�couched in theemostl-I humbleand respectful terms, such
as a dutiful son might employ towards anaged, venerated,
adored mother. If, in� the tsenftitiment of my friend, her position
was proud, noble, agilorious, when acti&#39;ng�singly,what would be
her attitude. when, assuming her� ancient and rlataral leadership
which shehas. been implored to take, she marches at the head
of the glorious Southernvcolumn? She would. then be entitled
to address the seceded States, and remonstrate with them in the
spirit of an elder sister�-she� could say to them, sisters I have
left the house of your enemies and are with you in the house of
our. friends�t-I ask you not to abandon .a single right or a soli-
tary principle of honor�I will resist the invasion of either, with
you, to the death. I am prepared with you to laydown a plat-
�form,�an ultimatum of amendments to the Constitution, giving
you perfect equality with the North and securing in all respects
your full rights. If these are denied, with you I ignore the old
Confederacy foreVer��but.if they are accorded to us, will you
not-go back with me, reconstruct a once glorious Union, and,
forgetting the bitter recollections of the past, rest again with me,
under the shadow of that �ag,which has made our name so re.
spectable, -glorious and renowned among the nations of the
earth? For my own part, much as I have loved the old Union
and." would love it now, freed from oppressionand Wrong, I
think we have no safety in it unless these seceded States return."
Having ranged ourselves with them we would go back when
they �return; and if that is never to be ,then we should remain
underthe wise a Constitution of the Confederate States, with pow.
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erful allies, and not _be.Iedr11.C.ed.rto.theevveakness,;th.e«im-potence
ojf being alone. _ Ifall.« the ~sl,a;Ve.States.wi1l ..not_ joinfthe �Sou.t,h;-
ern Confederacy,.I \vould.,.,at. least, make it asstrong; 38:"-\Ve:,CaI&#39;1
by the addition of Virginia.  The Northe1;nStates willathyen see
the result, if they claiinotcomprehendr the... gttilt~of.tehe.i.1:acts,
that the suhjugation of the South is t ho.peless;.andi, (ahaershl.,yga_s_
it may grate on their haughty and guilty_pride,). that unless the
waron our institutions isended, and our.eq;ua.l.it.yadmitted
every where, and every whereg around our property Z1S*1ElI&#39;0.:Ll-�d
theirs is thrown the protecting aegis of the law, the U_nion:. is
gone forever.� The eternal gprinciples enunciated inthreeshorit
Words may re-constrnctlithe Union; they are truth, nstice, equa-
1iry....x�m�11e other ever Will.� Then, sir, I favor .thepromp_t seces-
sion of Virginia. This brings rneto an eXamin.aetion.o_f, the re�--.
port of the Confrrriittee on Federal R.elations,�whic;h I.sha_ll make
with great 1�especti.r.�dndg regard for the gentlemen whotcompose
theL�or_nmi-ttee. Looking, asit does, to other modes. of redress,
than the prompt re-sumption by Virginia of her delegated.;po.w<efrs&#39;e,
I cannot gl\_�_e it rnyysuppnrt-.norr:onld I;_ap..pr.oVer it,.eve.n -�if. I
was_!.\&#39;.tlli11cg*tn live din-the Northertl ConfederaCy,�without the
Confedemtt» States of the South. r�T.l1ereare.oh�jecti_ons~to-rthe
�id 1�e.\�()lL1Il0l&#39;1 Of t&#39;he.1"}1°st paitiale repnert ofithe, Cn_mmittee., bntjl
pass them byyctw the 4th. l�t".St_"illTltlll�, my |at_ter~�}V;art of wjhic.h,-says}:

�~l_f the e-quail aclmissimi of slave Ialjrrt� a.txd�.».�f&#39;5¬e labor in�-lt{-),}a"l:l.&#39;v�
.&#39;lferritt»ry,i exoiiesi UL]lrlféfldlyg.O&#39;_fll�l{�t l&#39;).et\veeu&#39;*tl1ersysterns, a fair
pf21itlt_i0t&#39;J_ol&#39;. tlw "l&#39;eIV&#39;t�it<n&#39;ie.xj_trltghtl to -he i.1iai.ie..l7.e.I\Vt~*et.i t_..l1erIi,- and.
eat�-ii_3y5tel&#39;J,l_(\llgi5ll: to he mot:-r-tetl within thi.»._|imtits assigiied to
it; by the laws tiect*s_sa]�y. it 1:�: pl&#39;{t{?)el�_tl¬&#39;V¬l.;p1j|t!|,[;�
 that l�:e&#39;s&#39;:~l.~_}:-_l;1Q|__r. <f.eteier&#39;sV in \\\(iftt1t, in. ,_my tipciui./.;41.,-._i�s..arg�run.

i�ge1l_)le,lcill_egal, and�.abronriiiaflrle }�)t&#39;ti?j-l.l(;llfTe of t�he.No.rth:against
the insihurions�ot_&#39;.the.:&#39;:§u11th_.e It lirrld,-. outthe idea that there. is
�a�;im<«ral, degradation attarrhed to those� ln.-il..llZll.ll&#39;trlT]-Ix�, and t�h«a-the
l\�orthe�r«n men are con tainii&#39;1a.ted in being .br(r_gg,I1[- in COt1l�a_Qt with
ithemc,-and l::ilCl&#39;(f_&#39;3]:4_ll&#39;.(:3 in the Very. teeth of the (l~(-v)&#39;(T;iSl_(�__)v1I]| of. the ,S-1.1,-
preijne (Jourt,Soiithern, rnen Shall have I_1()..�p1&#39;OIBClZ.lt�)�[l fortheir
�property in .0t;Je-half of"_th_e &#39;l�&#39;e&#39;I�l�lt:(.rI�y1, _ h_Wl�1.jle-, the ,_prQ-pe-rtyv of
Norther-.nc men is . protected {in all. e �1_ never will, .wiil.l.i:.ng.ly. give
lI1Y.V_0[¬ forany resolution whiche_sanction.s such a principle.
T _tThe_tin;ie_has eonie when, if We are to live with these Nortlhern
people, they rnust. give up the idea that we are adegraded class.
They mutst admit that this busy-bodyinterineddling of   tlieirrfs�,
in which they undertake tolarand us and our ancestors. with
being an interior race, in a moral point of View, shall cease�.
They must cease to insult use bygtelling: fus that 0ur.pr0.pe1fty_-__.in
slavesis acclaim so infamous, so polluting,-as tobetput i1.n&#39;d._er
theerban of rNorthern,mcoralit.y 2-ind .excluded from "it:S&#39;-�,COnS:tijit1i!
tional right to protection inthe Territories ,,.or thetie. neyeric:an:.~be
peace between us , and the sooner We �separate. the ebetter- T

N
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�The d�isti>nguish=ed gentleman from Aug?usta,�i(Mr.l Baldw?iri,)
illsusttrat-red ~ his f-viewstin favor of~a� division of ~ Territory, and the
exclusion� ioftislavery from one-�half, by, this example: Suppose,
said he,a Northern man moved into a territory belonging to the
United States, he would have what be, (Mr. Baldwin,) termed
to be a verynatttral prejudice, but what I conceive to be a most
outrageous one, against the institution �of slavery; he might
consider that �thererWas�somet&#39;hing degrading in slavery, and
therefore be unwillinig that his family should� live in a commu-
nity where �such an institution Was tolerated. Well, sir, What is
the meaningtof that? The plait�il:}nglish of it is,yon gentlemen
of Virginia, �South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana and
Texas, and the htoher Southern States, holdan institution which
is enervaitinag, and degrading�,contrary to the spirit. of the age, to
ft�e�e�do�m,�»t&#39;hi�va-lry, honor, justice and right. &#39; r t

Now, si�r,&#39;is not**t.hat an �in1per.t.i-nent. andVmostigunjusti�ablee
Stig.a1idi&#39;I]&#39;«pnI_1 �our in..<�ti-ttitinns, our social syste._n. � Look upon
this pitctlire atIld\lh&#39;8n"t&#39;lp:"H.1 that.� " .

Suppose:-a Southern man r�.h~~ose�< to, go there and to say, � I
dou�t+like this systezn l1y~ which boys =ai1&#39;eke[,>t�all,day long learn-
ing tri�oks&#39; of tYankeed.orn, in &#39;l&#39;l&#39;1�.,Ik&#39;ll&#39;]g - "wooden nutttiegs and
swindling rclociks, whichare (�no g=>,�¥�without any oyportttingty
of c-�ultivatit~m or re�nernent. I �do not iritend that this &#39;I�t-.~t&#39;1&#39;itor�y,
to �Which "l"have sbroug-ht my Cl&#39;l&#39;lldt�t:�I&#39;l.,�vSl1all be withoutthat pe-
culiar institntion to which the South "owes S�t\._l"n-llCl&#39;) of her civili-
zation�-�&#39;virtue, l�el"lI]*etI)el�llZ" and n:»h�ivVa|;ry:,: rlgd-eznand that the
N-orthetrii merttebeexcluded and that \tlle.fSQlllh¬1�l] idllstitl-]-tl()-1.1,�. be
Planted here.&#39;��� i t = . r     ;   t - pi �
S Now, sir, would it not be just as7�fair and right for him to ex-

clude the Yankee; as for the Yankee to exrtltide hitn? rBoth
being citizens of a free country, I_ say, in; ther�*langua&#39;geI of the
Supreme Court, �that the territory is _3.Cc«111l.i,I�i(3C_tl�.,�.:f0&#39;l� their» equal
a-nd cornmo-n� bene�t, and, if open to any,�7itm1?1st be open to all
upon equal and the same terms,� and, thutthe�Constitution, re-
cogniirziin-ig   slaves asproperty, and pledging, the Fédel�l, G"OVt"-I&#39;ll-,
ment to~�proter:t it, is bound to redeem that Jpledge as to the a
Southern �man�s slfaves,,as Well asato the N.»r�th:err?i rn�an�s�olocks&#39;
or nutmegs. If Southern men go into trheiteiiritory with_,.�their
slaves in 9su�icient nurnbers to make it arslaver State;rtl&#39;-ien it
ought , tobe at sl.ave.Stat5e.� If Northern men h.a�vethe ability -to
exclude :thejsystem,�not &#39;by�-Emigrant Aid Societies and Sihar,p�s.
ri�es, but b�*y�su:pet"ior industry inemigration, andaconsequentlyt
bysuprerior numbers, let them exclude it, and let .th�er matter be
determvined lw_h-en a State Constitution is formed by a Ceonveng
tion �-of the people iofither territory according to, the trt"1erStates-:-
rightsrdoctrine. So much asztoithat rresolutioti, �sir..vj� T
r~A: g�ain,i sierra there is the resolution, Which� acknoWl�ed;ges..;

the «right tof�i&#39;Sta.tes to withdtraw  from the Federal Government, a
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and is so far riight,and� /which says that the peopleeof=Virginial
� will nevericonsient that the Federal power, Whicht is stint part �f
their power, shall beiexercised for the purpose of subjugatiieng»
the people� of such States to the Federal tauthoiritys.�   � The ob-
jection to that resolution is that it is not strong enough- It does;
notrecognize the factlthat Virginia not only ought not to tconsent:
that the Federal power shall beeXerted,for the purpose oefoesub-S
jugating the people of the seceded � States, but that she Ought/�£0�
resist the subjugation of those States with allrthe materialpower�.
at hercommand, �forthe simple reason that if the �seceded lS.ta~tes~
are su bjugated, we will fall an easy prey tovthe common enemy�;�--
the North�. «

But, sir, the most =ext:&#39;raordinary r resolution of all is the ele-"
Venth, which,aftersome prelirniniarys �sentences,-goes on to say��
�Virginia, therefore,� reqneststherl peopleof �the several States;
either by the po�pu�lar� Vote,!or in Conventions similar toher own ,
to&#39; respond, at their earliest convenience ,to the positions assumed
in the foregoing resolutions, and the proposed amendments   to�
the Constitution of the Urtnirted States hereunto�<appended..�r »

Welil,�now sir, jthat>~gives the Northern people of this Con-:l
federacy a carte blame/2e�to delay this &#39;1n�atter&#39; ifithey please: to all
eternit.y. There is no compulsion upon them even to call Con-.
ventions, They=have iunderi this resolution an absolute uni�-2
limited right to respond to the action of Virginia by their popu-V
lard vote. iNow,�sir, lets~us see: how thatwill work.= I take�-it
everybody knows that tlie� mere popular vote amounts»to�no-or
thing��that all the people» can do by this popular vote is to� in.-»
�uence those who , as their representatives, are bound tto»carry;it~
out as anindication �of: the will of theiconstituent body;  �

N"w,n1ark y�0u,�the�oredress sought for the�South is to beef:
fected lby&#39;j*amendr&#39;nen�tsl to theiConstitution.r Well, how is the
Cojnst.itution to*be_ame,nderd? * The only two» modes by twihichy-it
can vberdon,e�are??set forth in its 5th article. (Ines is that Con:
gress �by al�t\vo¥th~&#39;ir.d&#39;s� vote shall propose a ameridmentls-,.which,
when rati�ed? by iethree-fourths eofthe States, by their Legisla-i
tures, or -Convent:iorIs,. shall become parts of Vthe-~C0�nSrtli13l1[lOiI1.
The other is, by7?�tvvo�t�hirds of the States,eby,�their~.Legislatures,S
uniting&#39;,�ini the call to Congress for a National Convention; and
the -actio�h�fof�fthat Convention is also to ibeerati�edtbyvthree-r
fourths of ithe,TjStaAtes, _by their� Legislatures, or in Convention-s»,
before-it biecornies valid.= Well, sir, under this resolutionthe peo-
pleare to respond.  tThe, popular will is to be brought1toebea,ro*11
Congress, step that by a twoo-thirds vote of both houses it will pro:-»
pose the desired amendmenlts to the Constitution, -or upon&#39;s.the:
Legislatures of t�wo-thirdsroef theseveral States, inducing them
to "apply to S Congress to -��call »a   National lCon.vention for proposing
ainveIid�mentts,*¥t�vhich��iin e�i�t<her case-� �shall: become? parts =�ofe»re.t?l1e
Qonsrtitution; when �rati�e&#39;d by �thre.e-fourths of theseveral States.s

4
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The popular voice then to be of any avail must be brought to
bear upon Congress or the Legislatures��then again uponthe
Legislatures» or Conventions, as the case may .be.  .

Do not gentlemen see that this is a round about process that.
will �be interminable? � By the popular vote.��_-when? where?
How expressed? how arrived at? By whom demanded? Popu-
lar vote in the election of local officers, members of the Legisla-
tures_�,wJu-dges,t.Congressmen,�or President and Vice President?
At which of these elections is this popular vote to be expressed?
Under whose direction? Whose �at is to be had in reference to

the constitutional amendments proposed by this Convention?
Sir,it is made the business of nobody, and they maytput off
this response to all eternity; for, mark you , they have the alter-
nat.ive of ignoring. everything else except a direct popular vote.
Sir, we hear of some very -remarkable names among these long,
lank-,ilantern-jawed Puritans of the North, which , whether they
have anyreal existence or not, are made surf�ciently classic by
the genius of Irving. If Iirecollect aright, he speaks in that
delightful embodiment of wit-and_humor, Knickerbocker, of
certain selectmen of Yankeedom, rejoicing in the musical titles
of». � Preserved Fish, Habakkuk Nutter, Return Strong, and De-
termined? Cock.� Very similar to the names of s these same
Puritans in Cromwell�s army and Parlia_ment,such as �? Praise-
God Barebones,� � General Cry-aloud-and-sparenot," �Colo-
nel Fight-the-good-�-ght,:�.� and �Captain Smite-them-hip-and
thigh.� S Well, sir, theactual workingof this proposition would
be to request thepeople, to request Congress, to request the Le-
gislature, to request Conventions, torespond to the action of
Virginia. Very much like requesting Preserved Fish, to request.
Habakkuk Nutter, to request Return Strong, to request Deter-
mined Cock, to request General Cry~aloud-and-spare-not, to re-
ques-t--Colonel Fight-the-good-�ght, tosrequest Captain Smite-
them-hip-and-thigh, to request Praise-God Barebones to do the
South. justice. ,.And- if they do not do it some time between
now and theday of judgment, we will play the very old Harry
with them. t[L�aughter.] . . .
- taltseems to me, sir, that the South will get what shewants under

this -process when the archangel Gabriel blows his trump and
frightensthis crop-earedabolition crew into honest dealing with
u-s, and not before. \ .As well might Prince Rupert and the Royal
Charles have asked their rights of the barebones Parliament.

Threat-we-lfth resolution says that the people of Virginia, will
wa-it any reasonable time. &#39; y C

.Now, sir, I am utterly opposed to anyrsuch inde�nite language
as that, and, giving-these men, who have always tri�ed with
our srigh ts, the liberty_:tofwait as long -as they please.; Let us in-
formL~thern -What we�rnean by a-«reasonable time-:�-thatif they do
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not taccedei to our requests byasoerttrain period:,;7we will2�dtisso:lrve
our connexion with them.~> 2   , ~ rs: »   r   �   :1  �f r

The 14th resolution proposes a Border State Conference�, and;
is objectionable because of tlieadelay which it involves. a � r  t

Then comes the 2d report of: the Gommittee.H � a A r
The �rst section says, that involuntary servitudae-iis tprohibritedi�

North of 36 degress 30, minutes,~a-nd that South of 36degrees:
30 minutes it is not prohibited.� Well, now, Mr. Ohairrrian,
that is securing the Northern share to the labor of the» North,
and failing to secure the Southern S�h3I&#39;3�.tQ the labor; of the
South, &#39;l�he�Suprerne Court has decided in the>D;red Scott -case
that slavery is entitled� to protection everywhere in the teI�l"l�t0:1�le�S.z
Now, if weare to sur&#39;renjder- a part� of our rights under that dye-t�
cision, and to give to the ..North� one-half of the ste.rritorie�s,whein
the lawiadjudges use equal rightssiu all, and. Northltof 36*degrees�»
30 minutes i slaveryyis prohibited, in God�s name,,Sou�th of that
line let itbe PROTECTED,/.v Letrus not be satis�ed with~arinere�
declarationi that it �S,�l.1-�)&#39;t to be prohibited�.  * �  - r g

rThen, there is the �fth section, whic-h my friend fromrRich+
monél, who �rstr addressed us, (Mr. Randolph ,)t[.>roved» :conc&#39;lu-
sively, looks strongly -in its sterrnsl, (whatever .maybe its inten-
tion,) to a.p1&#39;ohibitior1 ofithe introductiori of slaves to� this State
fromthe Southern Confederacy. � « t ~* -   r S u r
_ Then comes the sixth section, in which it is said athattf the r
reclamation of a.fugitive-slave is prevented, by intimid&#39;attion of,�
or violence against _a .Marshal,.he shall be paid for «out of tlie
Treasury of the United States; thus ,r*saddl1.ngttherrsouthrtswitli
one-half; the burthenvof~payi1ig� for her/stolenr property. ~*Th�e�i,r&#39;
diystiingu-ished gentleman from Prince« George, =(lVI.r;&#39;-Rives«,)~:whot
addressed the Gonverition the other evei1ing,*made-an a&#39;rgunl1en.t.
upon the subjec~t,.which seems to have brought down .t;heiHouser,z
but which �struck me as amostvrernarkable one. He reduced,
the subject tomilils iuhis calculation, and, with great respect,<I~ .
thought the argument as small as the illustration. He went into
a very interesting recitail of a Southernxaman ageing North� and:
bringing back, not his fugitive slave, :b;11t$1,000 from-sthre pub-*2
lie treasury,~in his place, and then beitinglarugherdrrat by his wife
when,.~on counting the cost, it was -found to beonly t=wormil=lss."
In the �rst� place,_it seems to me� a very extraordinary trhingl,�
when a great principle rissat ;stake,~ to �measure it by the there»
matter of ~dollarsland cents.   Wlien our ancestors rresistedsthe
stamp act, was «there any calculation as tothe numbertof scents l
each man would have to pay? No, sir.� It was the principle-�=-�,t
the violation, of their rights-r-�that they resisted, without stopping
to inquire whether it would cost them a copper are ;not.~r �Thus it:
should always = beiwith inationsv in esta�olishi~ng the}«iinstirturtiorisr
nndex �Which they rarer  to J live, ~Bu&#39;t,t Mr. Chairman:, < theisrr:argu4s.
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pment is &#39;a mistaken one as a matter of fact�.  If one or two slaves
only are lost, then the cost will be small. But, suppose, under
this process by which the United �States undertakes to pay for
all the stampeded slaves, thousands of them are lost in a year,
the cost would be� amore serious matter than the gentleman sup-
poses. Added to = the outrage and .Wrong�in the Violation of
our rights, of comity and fraternity--a premium would be offered
to these Abolitio.nist.s to run off our slaves to be paid for out of
the Treasury of «the United �States. a i a

Great complaints have been made of the so-called rashness of
these Cotton States, and of their failure to act in concert with
the other slave States. Mr; Chairman, statesmen have to deal
with questions practically. There is no proprietyinstanding
upon �stilts. In matters of individual dealing, when A and B
meet each other upon the �eld of honor, there maybe as much
display of -chivalry as suits �the parties��either may even go as
far a.s ea distingnisihed gentleman� once did-when he �pointed out
the white vest� of his adversary, below a black coat ,�as present-
ing too fair a mark in the con�ict; but, :in a representative ca-
pacity, We have no right to be-governed by such nice .poiri~ts of
etiquette. -Sir, We have the interests of our eon-.s&#39;tituents and of
our (3i"IIi1rl&#39;tI�y.ltll our keeping, and the qmzstinn is riotwvhether the
Southrern States have acted withstpeerfect prudence and &#39;court.efsy,
but \.vhether,.ni1d-er the facts as they exist, the interzasts of the
State is �With. the�-Nor-thern or With �rhelsonlhern Confederacy.
And, it seems to &#39;m°e,« that the iniipntatioin of ;rashness,or Wantof
cot1r.t.esy at all, to the Southern Confederacy, is rather illiheral,
in viewof their invitation to us, both before and since their se-
cession, to cooperatewviths them. a  , t   c

Equally illiberal seems �tome tosbe the �complaint, that they
have endeavored to coerce �and drag n�s-out of "the Union. a We
must� adrnit their sovereignty, or� aha�-nd,O1u>.oiir own, and sove-
reignty carries with it the rightto secede.

, Now. does �a State,- When���she thinks her safety and honor~re-
quire her towithdraw from   the Confederacy, coerce States that
do not Withdraw?: She uses no force upon them. She merely
exercises her own constitutionali rights��-her own attrihu&#39;te,of
sovereignty. If you and I, sir, were settl:ed on the�W�estern
fro.ritier,>&#39; in&#39;a perilous district, surrou nded by savages or robbers,

, and if you , after having remonstrated with me time and again
about the danger of remaining, and noti�ed me that if I did not
leave thepl&#39;acewithJ you, y01.1VWOUlCl quit -it by yourself, went
away, would i I be justi�ed in saying that you insulted and Cu-
erced me? And yet I mightas well say that, as that the seced-
ing States have coerced and insulted us, or disparaged us in any
way, by Withdrawing from the Coiifederacy, after having Warned
�us they would do so, and having invited us to go along. With
them. The coercion which a man exercises on another by the
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astsertion of his unqtiestioned .ri§ghts,:is. a very di�?&#39;erent: sort of
coercion from that of wrongful fforce; .if~not, every indtistrious
man may be /said,-by forcezof example, wrongfully tofcoerce
every lazy man in his neighborhood to=be -energetic; and, bya
like argumentative fallacy, the charge of coercioirrnay be made
by every bad man against every good man, by every slow man
against every prompt man, who, by example, keeps up so high
a standard of action and morality in his community as togbranjd
a stigma on a less elevated standard. . One cannot bevrightfu=l~ly
complained of for exercising his unalienable rights, merel»ybe-
cause thereby another is left in an unsafe position. 7 �

I listened, sir, with great pleasure to your (M r. Montague.�s)
argument on the right of secession. I do not think it necessary
for me to argue that subject����rst, because you have discussed
itably; and, secondyly,-because I do not consider� it a practical
question. i   This matter of secession lies in a nutshell, and can
bedisposed of practically, in a few sentences just as well as in
.a whole volume. &#39; It have not heard any� gentleman upon this
�oor deny the right of revolution. Every one who has spoken
here admits that if the oppressions and wrongsof a people are
intolerable, theyhave that right. The practical question, then,
is, do our wrongs justify resistance? ,If not, we have not the
moral right of secessio:n,.though the technical right were.� no-
minated in the bond,� written in the Constitution. -The aim of
my argument has been to show that our oppressions do give us
the right of resistance�-in other words, of ;revolutio.n.. That
we have not exercised it, is because we chose not to do so. ~ ,We
have srg�ercd, not consented to our wrongs. .What, then, isthe
right of revolution? 4 It is the right of an oppressed people,
even in unorganized� bodies, to resist the Government. I If un-
organized bodies, in theexisting state of things, have the right
of resistance, at fort�iorz&#39;,- and as a conclusion of both logic and
common sense, organized and sovereign Commonwealths,» free
from anarchy, and with settled institutions, have the same right. i

It has been said, sir, that the South has submitted to, and
sanctioned all the aggressions of the North. Ithink. that argu-
ment has been well nigh annihilated, �rst by my distinguished
friend from Charles City, (Mr- Tyler,) and next by the :gentle.-
man �who now presides. over this committee, (Mr.�Montague.)
But even suppose it were so, does anybody deny-that these avg-A
gressions have been grievous wrongs? If they have been sub-
mitted to for the sake of peace, does that prove that they ought
to   be endured for ever? So far from being an argument to be
used against us, it is one of the strongest to justify our present
resistance. .. s .. *  ;,

The eloquent gentleman from Kanawha, (Mr. Summers ,) told
us that he did not despair of .theRepublic,«andf argued� toshow
that we would get our rights from the.N0rth; ,th�atall~the phases
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of the argument in favor of slavery, includingthe biblical argu-
ment, and its e�&#39;ects-��-rnoral, social, political and civilizing--�-
upon the country, were better understood at the North than ever
before.  p &#39;

And the gentleman from Augusta, (Mr. Baldwin,) told us that
there were atthis time more pro-slavery men in the North than
there were ten years ago in the whole world. Now, sir, the
answerto all this is, that it is idle to talk of the great number of
pro�slavery men there, when they are out-voted in every elec-
tion, and when, in their halls of legislation, they are defeated in
every measure looking to Southern rights, and utterly powerless
to stay the vandal tide of sectionalism. While the distinguished
gentleman �&#39;om Kanawha is arguing to show the advancing en-
lightenment of the Northern mind on the subject of our domes-
tic institution, the logic of facts and �gures, as State after State
increases her. abolition majority, is utterly demolishing his beau-
tiful theory. What use do the Northern people make of their
increasedeknowledge? Are they any better for understanding
the arguments by which the able-and eloquent statesmen and
divines of all sections have demonstrated that slavery is right,
morally, socially and politically? that in -their assaults on the in-
stitution they are invading our rights and trampling the Consti-
tution in the dust? No, sir; their aggressions advance with
their increase of light, in a sort of geornetrical �progression, until
they threaten to overwhelm the Southsand destroy her institu-
tions. This is the Wayin which they respond to the argument.
In 1840, the Abilitionists cast 7,000 votes. By 1844, they
showed that they had received great light upon the subject�and&#39;
were disposed to do perfect justice to the South, by increasing
the vote of 7,000 up to 62,140. In 1848, they show that they
are still further enlightened, still more benevolent, by increasing
the last vote to 100,000. In 1852, they exhibit a Stlll�l"al�tll&#39;el�i
perception of our rights by polling l57,l�.lti votes; and in l850,
by polling 341,812 votes; in �[860, by an ()VBl&#39;\VlIBltHlll&#39;g number
of votes, they possess themselves of the Governrnent and bring
all�its patronage and power to bear against our institutions.

But it has been repeatedly-argued here, that for all those
thin-gs, the Federal Gnvernrnent is not responsible; that it has
madfe-no aggression on the South; has taken no part in the nas-
sage of personal liberty bills, and has reclaimed some lfugitive
slaves. Sir, I think it has been shown you, clearly and cnnclu- -
sively, thatthe Federal Government a has trespassed upon the
rights of the South by legislation. Thousandsupon thousands
of fugitive slaves have never been reclaimed. And, further, the
argument resolves itself into this: The Federal Government has
or has not power to secure the recapture of fugitive slaves. If
it has the power, it has been faithless, because, in countless in- -
stances, it has not exercised it ; if it has not the power, it is im-



npoteeri-§t~r,  and po�wer1«ests � tort - pro*�tec»t«�tu?s ; sin� ei ease *rési&#39;i�lt¬��is
v the same�, and vthe� GoVerume�n&#39;?t, in dsefauilt io�f�a ct1ange_irarl=they
*bettcrr,*�is<a nuisance, and ou".ght to�hre�i&#39;abated.  * � l e

t Sir, �who can count the number of �slaves which hav-en�ot"been .
�~2reclTa;imed? Look at {there re;1k»rt of the"committee��appo&#39;in�ted by
:the General Assemt&#39;hly:.�rof Virginia, to: ir1vesti»gatev�the a~r~per�s
Ferry .invasion.« 7 ltilshows the escape of numerous� ffrg-ii3ti&#39;ve
slaves, and, in sogmve cases, the� rnurder of their maasters�eudea-
voring to reclaitm them. �The rec*lamat.i5ou of �the �itgi=t&#39;ive?An-

e thorny Bu rns, under s onettofstthe late �admin istrations ;�reqtuired* the
entire military orga&#39;niziatiton&#39; of 0 a State�,twi�th atlarge "4foree of   the
Federal troops; and though the?-llstlaave was worth sonly some� $700

- or $800,l1e cost ~tl&#39;ie�ittreasu�ryi of the United States upiwardsof
$100,000. a «Do Vyoju tall trees, then , that*th=ist is a Govrterin-rn�en[t of

~ lwhich lthrer Sout~hhas~n_0&#39; riight to complain», and aW�hi-chsectires
ei�p]"Ot¬CIlO1�:-1�t(i).&#39;t�h7B South? �Sir-, if thisis protec-ti&#39;g�on,&#39;Goda�sa;vef�us
&#39;fr0rr1,.inj-utsticet and xvrongt» � �   �t

A V I have *been�sstr�uc-k ,1sir, with the �manyattem pts and "in-geni-ous-
- argum"entsaw-lirich have   beenti m ade u pong: �this~��oojr to� �aspologiize

o , for the North; to underrate tiheienogrrnity of ~N�orthern a�gg"re1ssion�s
.u,ponsust; to - prove? that these Northern �people sare4l+w;hat"threty

1 ware not~�.gjusttansdirtrueto their obligations to the�Sou�t&#39;h.~_�*The
0  gentleman from Prince George (Mr; Rives ,) read you the arn�ou«ints

l�of�?-subscriptionsein Northern relatives to the townsof Norifolkiand
Portsmouth during the prevalencerof yellow fevera -few years

Q� ago. Well, sir, what does that show? a Does? itshow anything
 but what everybody knows and what we allare willitnglto acknow-
ledge-,7thatythere are some noble spirits and generous p&#39;e�ntple_�iin

the North? Sir, whenithe British government» was} pushingofur
rancestorst to the wall , std e�p1�*~ivi~r1 g� . them of a their a righ ts and: �liber-
-I&#39;_V»ties,~aud driving them to revolution, how many generous spirits,
{private individualsand public orators werethere in? the rno&#39;_ther
country who protested against thewhole systems of o=pp�1&#39;essio11?
But, though grateful for this -sympathy, sou-r*noble foirefatlietrs
considered « it tino� reason for su brrrittinrgee� to v�op�pres�s�io&#39;n~�aud *wrhng.

�Again, sir, it is argu7eda.that the clafimlef the South? tie�? equality
�sof&#39;rights�= in theTerr~itori-essis�a mere� abistrae*tti�on��, that slavery
cannot and willnot go into them; �lfthris be so, it is �a~*wa�r1t.on

exercise of - power .on�- the -partof this Northern majority �toiletr-
clude the Southern people from a11 equal right to_carr_�ytheir?* pro-
.perty into ~7the»Territories. Bu t the truth is," it�-is not an abstrac-
=;.�tion<.~ Nowonder that slavery does not go �into the"Terr~itories i
when the moment it enters it is metthere by Emigrant Aid� So-
cieties and Sharp�s ri�es? �Though Southernernen-couldlget the
tmostefertile lands at the lowest «price, they dare not� carry slavery �
/into thiersrrterritoryt Vvhereaittis so ins&#39;ec7ure.*~ �  t g V
  t 1 The e�lo�quent� s*~rgentle_rna�n issfrorn1&#39;~ Kanawha,  ; S&#39;urn%-�mers ,)
asked us -1f;&#39;3We were w;1�llii:1~�1g:� éto r4ma�2ke- thee4Wes5tetin�~�=sectiosn�t>of~rtl¥e
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State. the o,uts*ider0\v, of the Sout.he.rn,Co.nfe.deraey-:-e-if we were
willing §to_bring the Canatda line downjtothe&#39; Bordser? _ .
sir, Ithink the Canada line has been brought down practically, I
to the border years __ago. Itscout the idea that(with a few ex?
ceptions,).. the gallant men of the.West are not as true to the ing
terests of Virginia as the men of any .otl11ersection of the State; v
Iucannotgbelievethat Virginians are wanting in �delity to the
State. I. have a great respect for a Virginian wherever I meet
him. I am� always inclined �to give him my hand" and call
him brother.� And I have the most earnestdesire to afford to
these gallantbgentlemen of Western Virginia what I consider�
they need�protection for their pr_o_perty, their Iiornes, and their
families- Make. th_em the �outside row?� Why, sir, Iasl;
if they are not already the �outside row?� .Have they any
protection thereyfor. their property�? What preverits their slaves
from being starnpeded under the operatioirof the underground
railroad? What:has become of their slaves? I have takeritgl
the trouble to look. a littleinto this matter, andla rnost. re-
rna&#39;rkable_state of .facts presents itself toineupori thi_s.exarnina-, ,
tinn. .1 �nd, sir, that the: border COl1I1_tl,eS,_,_W1t_h&#39;_t�h_3_Il:Lll�11b6I�_..O,f_
slavesin each one, are as follows.:,.
Mon�ongalia.  . .. . . . . . . .  . . , . .  . . . .  . . . ,   . ..."1&#39;0l

. . . . .�.,.y..,L............�.t . . . . . . .f.._.~...,...-..g,.......1lOI
Marsliall... . -. . .  . . . . .0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .   .  . .0�.  . . .29

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . ..100
Bru0ke.......l.-.-7&#39;.» . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .
Hancocrk,._..g.t..... ,.  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .,._2

. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .
Pleasants . . . . . . . .  .  . . . . . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0 . . . . .  15
VVo0d..�....._ . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .._176__,

iJackson.-. .  . . . . . . . .t .  . .. . . . . .    .\ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55.
Mason........«....»...- . . . . . .  . . . .
Cahe|l..,.......~.. . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . ..3.U5
Wayne. . . . . . . . . . .  . . -. 0. .» . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . .&#39; .143.
s Now,«compare.these �gures with those representing theslaves

of other counties, with those showing the number in Hanover,
where. thereare 10,000, or in Halifax, where there are 14,000.

Perhaps these gentlemen. can inform me what has become of
their slaves. I ask whether the abolitionists have not carried
them away? Pressing thus upon the bordgesr and driving slavery
from those cou nties, what, I ask, is_,t0 prevent. them from press-�
ing on still further a-nd pushing it from the counties which come
next in order, and so rolling on the wave of s.ection:xli.sm till
theytsweep slavery away through Virginia, through the Con,-.,
federate States, and into the far South?

Now, sir, I want. toasrtop this fearful wave-e.�to. roll it back from 1
our lWeStern, bre.th:ren,tli,eir themes. and families. To efI&#39;e.ct,.thi_s,,y,,
let tlieSp.;14;l1ernr.:.S.tates  _s,o_licl,.,co1urr,t«n. l.eave..th,e Northern ,,Q,:9;ri,,g_ ;

V� V� AI.� .      
     :a.rg.i.�z_.«V�
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federacy, and establish onourifree State frontieréa lineiofirnili
tary posts which will prevent further e11cr0achme�n,ts�by the
abolitionists. . ;

Sir, if the slaveholding States of this {;ountry were ocean
bound, there would he no danger from encroachments on the
part of the Abolitionists. But they are not or-.ean~hound�. We
have a Northern frontier, hon nded by the fl&#39;Pt&#39;. States��by Penn-
sylvania and Ohio"��-and as well might you attempt to keep back
the waves ofthe ocean, after you hn_ve destroyed the shores of
that ocean, as to attempt to keep hack the aggressions of this
freesoil party of the North, unless you interpose some such bar-
rier as l have mentioned, to stop them.

It is said t.hat if we separate frotn the North, we will have to
keep an immense standing army, to the ruin of the country.
The gentleman from Halifax, (Mr. Bruce,) and my friendlfrom
Albemarle, (Mr. Holcombe,) have shown you that there are no
fears-of that. War is contrary to the spirit of the age. The
people of the North are people of commerce and of peace. They
will not support a large standlngarmy, and we wrll 11ot be com-
pelled to raise a single man more than they raise. ~

. But, sir, this ideathat the rnaintenanc-e�of an army of 15,000
or 20,000 men is going to ruin ourhoped-for Southern Confede-
racy, is a most preposterous one. How is it possible that it can
be correct? Ruin such a country, sir, by the appropriation of a
few millions of dollars for its defence? Why, do not some of
the most prosperous and �ourishing countriesin the world.ma�in-
tain immense standing armies of hundreds of thousands of men;
and could not our giant Southern country maintain twenty or
thirty; thousand? Why, sir,� when our cities were villages, our
farms forests, when our large and beautiful stores were small
shops, the want of a proper military force enabled� Tarlton and S
Arnold,in the half of a short summer, to destroy twelve millions
of property in Virginia; but that did not ruin her; thoughyoung
and feeble and bleeding, she struggled and overcame it. When,
then, the great Southern Confederacy is in successful operation;
when the commercial navies of the world ride in her harbors;
when, relieved from Northen taxation, she has grown to behin-
dependent and prosperous�she will no more feel the burthen of
maintaining an army of �fteen, or twenty, or thirty thousand
men, than would a giant feel the stroke of a �pigmy�s,arm.
Then fort after fort would spring up along our free State frontier,
and be manned by this army; thus would we protectour bre-
thren, their homes and property. The Federal army is now en~

from the Paci�c Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, south, to the
British possessions, north. In case of separation our Federal
army would not have to defend the immense territory northpof
the line of thirty-six degrees thirty m»ir1t1lt<:s , where you have

gaged in defending our extreme Western settlements, stretching ,
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Mormons and savages; out half would beisouth of that line.
The Indian troubles south of that line will probably be settled &#39;
ina short time. Indeed, I think there is little dit�culty expe-
rienced with the Indians anywhere south of thirty-six degrees 30
minutes, exceptin Texas. Troubles there will soon be ended.
So that the whole strength of our force could be concentrated in
military posts on our free State frontier, and thus raise a sort
of a Chinese wall, and stay, if anything will, this tide of North-
ern aggression. a

Mr. Chairman, I haveendeavored brie�y, by historical facts,
to show the aggressions of these Northern people upon the

_ rights and interests of the people of the South; that they were
ever advancing, never receding; that our only safety was with
the Southern Confederacy. I haveeshown directly where and
when assaults have been made upon us by States and indivi-
dualsas wellas by the General Government; . i &#39;

Sir, is there nothing else that should stir the �blood of a free
and gallant people, except interference with their rights? Isl
slander noth�ing? ls insult after insult nothing?-  defamation
in foreign lands of the honor of our State and section nothing?
&#39;1�heyhave&#39; libelled our great names, abused our fathers andour y
families, and idesecrated the very graves of our ancestors by
claiming that slaveholders are unworthy of association with
them; i C I I

Sir, neither individuals or nationsicani submit, habitually, to
insult and indignity, without degradation so fearful, that they
become ultimately as base as the denunciations of the oppressors
proclaim them; The spiritual dilapidation �goes on; it may be
slowly, but surely, and soon or late moral ruin is the result. On
the other hand, men cannot be made slavish or mean, who
strongly will to be free and-�noble. Before they can be trampled
on, their � spirits high� must be bowed to the dust. Then may -
it truly be said of them:

�,Enough�noforeign foe could quell
Thy soul, till from itself it fell. ,
Yes�self-abasement paved the way "I"
To villain bonds and despot sway.� � v

Sir, I for one, will never consent to live or hold intercourse
with men who claim that I am socially their inferior. The in-
solent pretension of those who��-whether nations or individuals-�
have invariably the least right to make it; the bloated arrogance
and irnpudence which prefers such a claim,will be met by true
men with the scorn and de�ance of border chivalry.

�I tell thee thou�rt de�ed !&#39;
And if thou said�st I am not peer
To any lord in Scotland here-
Lowland or Highland, far or near,�
* " Lord� Angus--thou hast liedli�.-�



\

3,0 I

The rfanatijca�l,, rneddlesorne,overbearing disposition ofither
Piiritans�._�their arrogant, conceited and wicked determination to -
ignore the moral fact that individuals� as well as nations have
quite enough) to do to keep evilfrom their own characters with- i
out interfering with others; their ultraism and persistent claim
to regulate and control tl1e"SOCl£l_l rights and customs of other
people, has deluged more-�than one country in blood. These
detestable qualities altogetherioutweigh everything that is good . .
in them, and render them the greatest curse that can be in�icted
on a country. It would.have been better for humanity had their
Plymouth rock been riven- by an earthquake and their May-i
�ower sunk to the bottomtof the ocean. In England they
persecuted the farnilies, razed the houses and cut down the an-
cestral oaks of thercai-al,iers.. �So~1bitter,��so arrogant-��so con-

� ceited and teriacioi-is>rof their peculiar v&#39;iews��so intolerant were
they, that they became separated from the great body of consti-
tiitirin;il- reforrners, and the reiictionary spirit of a gallant people
hurled them from power like Satan from Paradise, and drove
them, beyond the ocean. VVhetlier on Anierican soil-they are to
relearn in bitterness and blood this historica_l lesson; whether
afterahaviiig,desolated with �re and sword tlI8&#39;l10l113S_Of the

a South, they are again, by the outraged spirit of conservatism, to
be voted a nuisaiice, and pushed over or into the sea, I am not
prophet enough to tell. But this I do know, that �joined to
their idols,� and failing to pro�t by the evil example of their
ancestors, they are again stirring up strife on another continent-��r
that with no earthly right to interfere with them, in any way,
they have chosen to make themselves the bitter enemies of the
peace, happiness and safety of the gentlemen of the South; that
while gentlemen hate strife and areiconstitiitionaliy quiet, social
and peaceable, yet, combining science with courage, when,
driven to resistance they pursue their enemies with the terrible

andenergy of fnries�-the resistless sweep of avenging angels
that while these ourhereditary foes weredriven from Britain
with execratioris and curses, tliedescendants of the bleeding
Cavaliers sit again in peace-. and happiness in their once desolate
but now beautiful homes, or under the shade of their renovated
crrovesta , &#39; .. . &#39; . H ,Mr. Chairman, no man has looked with more reverence on the
�ag, or regarded with mor�e idolatrous fondness the Union of

I have remembered how that�ag floated" inthese States than 1.
triumph in conflicts when the only aspirations of the heroes and
patriots who poured out their blood beneath its �ilds were for the
honor and glory of their country; and I have remembered how
the majestic Union of our fathers carried into every clime, not
the trembling terror inspired by the Roman name, when its
eagles o�ershadowed the world�, but the awe, the respect, the love
which the great heart. of tlieiwhole 1:3-Q.6.�3,C_Qi_OI&#39;d.S to freedom, to

i \ 
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�virtue and to justice; Mandi have said ,; in my . � � h�eéfrt�of itl*ii§fé1rfs,7�
� should the South, to preserve itsiown _eXistence, have �to s&#39;tr�ike
down that �ag, her every true�*so&#39;n would exclaim, in t&#39;n�onmful ,
-resolution, with the great bard ofAvou &#39;: .� This sorrmv�s heavenly; &#39;
it strikes where it doth love.� &#39; It has been present ttogmy mind
that this great country was formed by the compactof indepen-
dent sovereignties, not with the l�ight,»�1�Sl;,.of libel,iand then of
destruction by one part of the institutions of the other, but with
an endorsement of the instituti_0ns"o&#39;f the whole country, and an
engagement of honor, and of.law,i"in_the very act of Union, to
defend these institutions to thevdeath. Sir,I am forced to re.
member how these solemn covénants�have been fraudulently and
foully repudiated ;_hy the North." How thatsPharisaical land of

�every ism which degrades mantfo a, level with brutes,�In�delity,
Spiritualism, Mormonism, _FreeSoil�which meanshto roba

partner of all the partnership =effe�cts.��Free Speech, which, with
them, is the right of rank and reeking bla,cl_§g.uardism, and
atrocious �slander on the South; Free Love,iwhich rnearistoroll
back the tide of ro�nementtand virtue,t�ir?the.«saturna&#39;lia,~ the
hell of vileness and iniquity, has-, in the blended"»spiritio�f.avarice �

t and fanaticism, not, only assailed our fair fame abroad,» butgousri
very household gods at home. They, -our p�seudo~.b&#39;rotherst,?&#39;
have sought to direct upon us, in foreign lands, �thesslow
moving �nger of scorn.� Great names adorn our Southern
annals VVashington and Jefferson, Madison �and Monroe, Car-
roll and Rutledge, and a-host of others. Splendid mausoleums
mark the resting places of these great men, and they have still
nobler monuments in the hearts of their countrymen. But the
sacrilegious effort is made to blacken their sacred fame because
they were slaveholdcrs. Added to this, it is sought to outrage
the reputation and profane the sanctity Of�-&#39;-"tile social circle. Our
very ancestors are to be libelled because they were slaveholders.
Sir, facts, stored in the memory of every gentleman in this hall,
give the lie to these atrocious slanders.

VVho is there, rearedin Virginia, whose memory, in reverting
to the days of his childhood, does not give him a thousand
pleasant memories of the patriarchal institution of the State-�of
the good will between the servants and the families of their
n1asters��of the many errands of kindness on which he has

been sent to old or sick domestics oi the household, and of the ~
scenes in which these domestics would bless with their latest
breath the benevolence of their owners? Raise thecurtain of
the past, and, forgetting the stern and wasting duties of man-
hood, he is carried back to the time when he was a happy mem-
ber of a happy family circle. Before him, in memory, rises
the aged and honored head and patriarch of the house, Whose
feeble steps, Whose personal goodness, whose position� of com-
mon ancestor, commanded for him the pious love and care of
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his descendants. Herecalls the manly form of one whose kind
words linger forever ein;hismemory��vvho bore to him the sacred
name of father. A soft yet bright eye sheds upon him itsimild
and beautiful light in pity and in love as his youthful mother.
watches him with tenderest devotion. As childhood fades in
the past and boyhood puts on its freeand joyous attributes, that
mother�s love still el1ClTCil3Si:_hll�I1 like the atmosphere of a holier
and better clime. =Her teaijs fall upon his head like the dews of
Heaven. Her prayers ascend to God in fond and fervent aspi- .
rations for blessings upon him even beyond the lot of man; and
in after years amid t.he stirring scenes of life, the memory of
that mother�s counsel and thatvmother�s love will better defend
him from dishonor than a, thousand bristling bayonets. Time
rolls on, and these sacred forms depart, and he exclaims in bit-
terness of heart, all, all gone to return no more forever. A They
have sought the sanctuaryrof the dead, where repose other ho-
nored ones in whose veins once coursed the same life blood.
Green grows the long grass and sweetly bloom the �owers�
planted� on their graves by the hand of affection, and in thestar-
blight� and sun-light glimmers in palid lustre the monumental

s , marble, with the simple inscriptions of departed Worth.With

throbbing brow the descendant of that house says these were
mine, and though dead their pure and virtuous memories live.
But Abolitionism,_that �endish� libeller, says cursed be they for
they were slave/zolders. Sir, this is enough to make the blood of
a Southern freeman not only boil, but dance through his veins
�like burning alcohol.� Let us say to these oppressors of the�
South, compromises with you are as nought. � Thus far shalt
thou go and no farther.� We demand stern, full and exact
justice; cease your assaults on our institutions; stop your agita~
tion and give us peace, that peace towhich your honor liound
you in the compact of Union; bow to the decision of the Su�,
preme Court; sweep from the statutes of your States every en-
actment warring on our property; cease your attacks on the laws
Which have established slavery in places under the jurisdiction it
of the FederalGovernment; confess that we came into the
Union on terms of perfect equality with you, and that wherever,
in the common territories, our �ag �oats, our property has the
same right to protection that yours has; regard us, and let your
legislation regard us as equals, not tributaries, and the seceded
South may return. The Union may again stretohiiits grand�
proportions from Maine to California, from the Atlantic to the
Paci�c. Deny us these,~our rights, and our separation from you
is eternal. S
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