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if Hon. M. A. Kei1dall,&#39;State Treasurer, in a late speech,
discussing Stateiygi�stles, said: ASpanish of�cer return-

� ing to his iiatiyg�fiaiid undertook to explain why it was that
they lost theibattle of Santiago. He said it was all be-
cause the S. troops would not conform to the recognigzed
rules  modern X�-VCL1��f&1�¬. Said he, according to t.-hose_-.
rules, xvl1er;;,%;� a,1~eg?.;iie11t is �red o�;3_ ii:-falls�  �*..�p�»1-iE,�f�3�_i-;
we opened  on  7?-f;;tsrvs  a �coming, T~.o.~;~
and *..*;z  tl1e_rriDemocrats have

0  �State ad1ninistration,�and we are com-0 S
 ing, VVV(§:,it11t¬11ditO keep on coming until we have chased .
 them to"�the red brush. Something over eighteen _ months i
  7 ag) they left your State l1o:.1s-e,%;;raftei� having held con-

tinuouspossession for over twenty�five years. When.,they
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departed they left behind them the Capitol building, in a di-
L lapidated condition, to be sure, and a few fragmentary rec-
 ords and nowthey seem to think they are entitled to a vote,
v of thanks for not ca1�1fyi1:i�gi�these off. _ y
 At the close of their last �scal year they were able to re- 0�  port $233,446.74 in the State fund (see Hon. J. M. Rowan�s

7�  �last report and deduct therefrom ,1/3 of the unavailable bal-
    ire �>0   .._...

  ajg�v;E;}e§atiug lover $240,000.00.
 The State�s obligations.we�re not being paid and some of
 them were being discounted as much as 50 percent. They ~

excuse themselves by saying that previous sessions of the
legislature had 11ot made the appropriations suf�ciently

*3 large. We charge back that the money» that was put at
their disposal was not properly handled. But they could

 not havekiept the money and spent it at the same time, so
 they can Jtake either horn of the dilemma and it proves
 what we I claim, that our legacy from them was an empty
 treasury and a de�cit. &#39;
 The issue is now squarely drawn. Did they do &#39; as well
 as they might have done? Have the Republicans done any

7  better?» * 4 I . 0
 To begin with, there are no unpaid debts now; the� old
5,5 de�ciencies have all been paid and all the new obligations
 have been prom-ptly met, and to-day we look the �whole
 world in the face, for weowe not any man; and we closed
 our �scal year on the 30th day of September with $424,-
 641.17 in the State fund alone; this "is all available cash,
 S and every dollar of it is drawing interest.
in One of the Democratic organs in its desperate effort to
1.5:� lodge some damaging charge against the present adminis-
;  .,tration, claimed that there had been friction and strife and
ii; misunderstandings, and a y general lack of harmony be-
,  tween the different branches of the State government. I

f T};  .xN§pt to say to you that there have been no serious differ- S
 _ eIil%�éS�, a11d those which have arisen are only such as natur-
 ally arise when honest men hold different views in regard
 to �business propositions. But speaking of harmony, that
 reminds me, that there has been harmony in.your State
4 � house for the last twenty-�ve years. I think I never heard
_ of such harmony. ~ Thousands and thousands of dollars of
l" the people�s money being worse than wasted, and yet

there was harmony in the Statehouse. Commissioners of
school la11ds and delinquent, sheriffs all over the State
pocketing the people�s money and never being called upon

_ to settle, and yet there was harmony in the State house.
�:4 Tons and tons of worthless documents being ground�
. �through.the public press, at an enormous cost to the State,
4 only to lie and rot in the vaults and cellars of that building,

 and yet there was harmony in the State housc. Printers�
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corporations doing business i_:» miss State and onlyIpaying
one-�fth the amount of tax the law requires, and yet there
was harmony in the State house. A �fty thousand dollar
shortage in the Secretary of State�s office, concerning
which the auditor and all the other departments were fully 3
advised and yet there was harmony in the State house. A
trusted clerk in the treas=.irer�s of�ce holding up the state
depositories, and robbing them of thousands of dollars,
and yet there was harmony in the State house. I�m sure
I never heard of such harmony.

A prominent Democrat said to me some time ago, �Why
don�t _vou fellows send Bill Chilton to the penitentiary ?�
I said, �My friend, don�t you think, after all that has
been going on for the last twenty-�ve years, if we were to
send William up, all by his lonesome, don�t you think it
would kind 0� spoil the harmony?� i

Now my friends, I have been indulging in some pretty
plain talk for the last few minutes, but I want to say
to you that I am not talking merely for my health,
nor for your amusement. I have come from headquarters
and am talking by the books, and if you will send a disin-
terested party to the capitol, and I can�t convince him that
every charge I have made is absolutely true, I will resign &#39;
my office. 4 I

I spoke of a �fty thousand dollar shortage in the Secre-
tary of State�s of�ce. The time I refer to was the time of the
election two years ago. On the 4th day of March, �97, the
shortage was. not that large. It fell to my lot to investi-
gate that matterafter the present administration came in.
I reported to my colleagues on the board of public works y.
that the amount of the shortage, concerning which no sort ,
ofa defence could be made, was, in round numbers $27; I
000.00. These �gures Mr. Chilton himself never disputed
and they have been made the basis of the proceedings�
which have been had in this case. _

But I have discovered another very peculiar circum-
stance. The books in my office show that beginning with
the sixth day of November, 1896, and ending with the
third day of March, 1897, $36,930.00 was actually paid in
on�this account. Prior to November 6th, 1896, nothing
had been paid for months. Do you think it was a coinci-
dence that these payments �began on the 6th of November?
No,§�-_my friends, it was not a coincidence. Thf, election �
was held on the 3rd, by the 6th the returns wereall in,and � I
they knew beyond a question that the State was lost to
them and it would only be a few months until the books
must be turned over and the whole situation exposed and
they rushed out on the streets and into the banks in their
scramble to raise the money to �ll that hole, and actually
raised»$26,930.00 and paid, on that account. The present
administration believing that it was its �rst duty to try to
save this money to the State, subjected William to a tre-
mendous pressure and have succeeded in squeezing nearly
$15,000.00 more out of him. The balance we believe is se-
cure and we expect to get it. But if it should never be
paid I want to say to you that the taxpayers of this State
are $40,000.00 better off on that one account alone than they
would have been if they had voted the Democratic State ,
ticket in 1896. ~ .

During the last four years of their administration they
used up their entire appropriation for public printing, I
binding and stationery, and �fetched up� with -a de�cit
amounting to $45,398.12. The de�cit reported, and the
bills presented were much larger than this, but a commit-
tee of the legislature checked them over and scaled them
down to the above mentioned �gure, which amount was 1
paid by the present administration. I checked the money
out myself, and have the cancelled checks to show for it.
The present administration, with the same sized appro-
priation printed every document that was necessary, and at i
the end of the second year, instead of a de�ciency, actually
turned back into the treasury from the amount appropri-
ated for these purposes, $44,608.41. S 1 I

They are apologizing for this sorry showing by saying
that the last legislature passed a. bill prohibiting the abuse
of their privileges, by State institutions. Now, it might be
interesting to inquire why it was necessary for the legis-
lature to pass a special act compelling the commissioners
and superintendent of public printing to do their duty.
Or again, it might be interesting to inquire, if an act of
that kind was so important, why a Democratic legislature
didn�t pass it long ago; why did they leave it for the Re-
publican legislature of 1897 to attend to ? But I can prove
to you that that is not the explanation. The law governing
the printing in the department of free schools has not been
changed, and yet your efficient Superintendent of Schools,
Prof. Trotter, furnished, not only as good but a better
class of printed matter than� his predecessors, and saved a
clean $10,000 in one year. This saving is not included in
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the saving �£1�1¬�.if1Ii{§f1§{1 above, for it is kept in a separate ac-
count and paid out of a separate fund.

Iesant to as to you, in y friends, that barring the Treasur-
er. who is cominonly supposed to have nothing to do, and is
not expected to know how to do it if he had, you have a full
set of ef�eieiit, hard working, painstaking officials. In
every department the good work is going on. Leaks have
been stopped and collections have been looked after, and
the result is, we closed our �scal year on the 30th day of
September with $424,641.17 in the State fund alone, and
every obligation is paid to date, and no man, woman or
child within our borders can produce an obligation against
the State of West Virginia which has been returned to
them unpaid, in the last 18 months, because there was no
money with which to pay it. Our obligations are all paid,
remember that, and a $424,000.00 surplus in the State fund
alone. .

During all these �years the Democrats has been apologiz-
ing for their enormous outlay of money by telling you
that they were spending it on the&#39;State institutions.

Now our people are patriotic and sympathetic and they
. didn�t complain when they thought their money was being

spent for this purpose. -
They said, of course we must have State institutions.

VVen1ust have a Capitol building and University build-
ings and Normal school buildings, and our poor unfortu-
nates must be kindly treated, and it the hospital for in-
sane at Westoii is too small it m List be enlarged, and if that
won�t answer the purpose, we must have another one.
And there must be an asylum for the blind and a training
school for the deaf, and a reform school in which to correct
our bad boys, and a penitentiary with Which to protect our-
selves against the criminal classes, and while the people
were being led to believe that the money was being used
for these purposes, they bore the burden of -taxation un-
complainingly. But I want to say to you that you were

"beirig deceived, and that no considerable proportion of
yor. money was being used for those purposes.
if I began some time ago to prepare a table which would
show the actual amount expended by the State on her
institutions, each year since the beginning of ourState his-
tory. I had not gone very far until I discovered that such
a table was allready in existence. It was prepaired by no
less an authority than the Hon. ~Wm. A. Cracraft, who for
nearly twenty years was the chief clerk and disbursing
agent in the Auditor�s of�ce. An old Jacksonian Demo-
crat who came through all those years without a breath of
suspicion being lodged against his good name and Without

I the smell of �re on his garments. � He told me himself
that he prepared the table and then I threw my Work in
the waste basket and said, �Mr. Cracraft, I will accept
your statements and your table.� You Will �nd it printed
on page 103 of EX-Auditor I. V. J ohnson�s last report, and
that is the table which I shall use for purposes of compari-
son. And if these �gures hurt don�t blame me; it is their
own record, faithfully kept by their one faithful servant.
There is one point I want to develop, however, before Ibe-
gin on these comparisons. You will remember that dur-
ing the first six years of our history the Republican party
was in control. During their �rst two years they had the
war on their hands. Half of the territory was overrun by
Confederates and they could only command a part of the
revenues. But the men in charge were heroes. They
perfected the. State organization, and not only kept her in
the channel but cut the channel in which she must go.
They found time however, during those �rst two years to
raise $200,000.00 as a special war tax and pay it into the
treasnry at Washington, which amount was returned in
the Spring of 1895, $46,000 of it to some of our eastern
coanties and the other $154,000 was paid into the State
fend at Charleston, and came just in time to save the Mac-
Corkle administration from plunging into a deep, dark,
�nancial hole.

How get this fast in your mind; Gov. Boreman�s admin-
istration furnished £3-or. Ma::Corkle�s administration $154,
000.00.. E}; the  13En the war was over and the Re-
pnbliean party  to  about to provide some State
institntions, and during the neat four years actually spent
fm; that pgfpnsa,  3:� 3.11 :-.1VEI&#39;3.g�¬3 Of $123,230.00
per year. This   saith the limited resources at
their eornmanj anti  borrowed $1.00. Then comes
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reports for said :\�¬3:E1l�§-.�-1:} they laid another special levy for
public buildings nshich netted them 3,101,957.97, but in
spite of all this they hail re-assessments and supplemental
assessments and sent their tax inquisitors round to count
the chickens, the pigs, the <:luc1<;s and the geese, and a
thousand and one other things that are ordinarily exempt.
And on top of all that they borrowed money, as their own
records show, every year from �F1 to ").5,� and were only &#39;
saved from borrowing that year by the timely arrival of
the Ei%3l54,()¢Z){).0(), which I mentioned awhile ago.

In the year 1894, Gov. Macflorkle borrowed $100,000,
from the irreducible school fund to tide him over, this he
did, and the State had to pay six per cent. interest, while
during those very months, members of his own adminis-
tration had thousands of dollars of the State�s money in
their pockets and were paying neither principal nor in-
terest. . �

Now my friends, I have confined my remarks princi-
pally to the State fund, because this is the only fund that I
is ever available for the contingent expenses of the State,
and when this fund is exhausted the State is �nancially
embarrassed. No deficit can possibly be created in the
other two funds, for you are never called upon to spend
more than you have. s

I said that we closed our fiscal year with $424,641.17 in
the State fund. In addition to this We had lying i11 the
treasury on that date $367,026.10, to the credit of the
general school fund and $271,193.21 to the credit of the
irreducible school fund, uninvested, or a total cash balance
in the treasury of S;;5l,0i62,8ti=0.4~8. "In addition to this We
have invested in bonds and other securities to the credit
of the irreducible school fund $658,800.00. On retiring
from of�ce on the 4th of March, 1897, our Democratic
friends undertook some sharp practice, as they supposed
which consisted in holding a lot of this outside money in
the treasury and requiring me to receipt for it, and they

T are now exhibiting my receipt for som_ething over $1,100, 0
000.00; but if they should show it to you ask them to kindly.
tell you What kind of money that was, and then if they- tell
you the truth they will have to confess that $400,000.00 of
it was R. R. money belonging to the counties, districts and
municipalities, which should have been distributed be-
fore they Went out, and that $300,000.00 belonged to
the irreducible school fund, and another big slice to the
general school fund, and aside from the amount I have
mentioned, not one dollar of it could have been used to pay
the contingent expenses of the State unless they had bor-
rowed it or stolen it. I � ,

Iwish now to make just a brief reference to the manner
-in which the two �school funds are being handled, and thus
to show you that improvements have been made along
those lines. � �     .0

Take fer instance the�nes which are assessed for mis-

demeanors. This moneygoes into the general school fund,
he�: ere feend ininnrnerous instances that local of�cers

ezere compromising with offenders by collecting their own
fees and letting the State lose her-portion. This practice
has leeee. stepped and the recepts, from this source have
increased ever �fty per cent. this year.

The eeeeey received from the sale of Waste, delinquent,
and eeepprepriated lands goes into the irreducible school
feed, he�: eze fennel that a large number of commissioners
ef seheei lessee had peeheted these moneys, and were not
�Being eeeepeileé. te settle. The present adininistration
has �ereegh: thee�: hp with a sharpturn. A number of
them here settled, and hefore we are done with this thing,
eeere ef thee:  he eonipelledi to �Walk Spanish," some
ef eihere are high rip in the councils of the Democratic
party."  eeselt: eff ear efferts We have added tothe
p:�.*§ce.e�-éptieii eftthie feed this year $56,531.34, which is as
eeeeh es they added in any �zero years of their history.
Eeege�y friends, the peblie does not care for bombast and
�ee epeetheeriee. What they are interested in is a course
she�: eiiii  the eeeeier, and show satisfactory results,

� see ee isle the reeeite ere are giring you.
Eeeeiffie. E}.  eezaooo eerplus in the State fund.

Eeeelt  Z. Eiere reeney, distributed front the general
eeheei   tiéee has erer been distributed in a cor-

I reepeeéieg   the entir�e history of the State.
Eeerly ;é$l£3£},0i}i}.£3if} added to the principal

    fend, and all this accomplished
 ieee thee tere  riends, are you satis�ed with the
 E  yen  And after What you know
   seili  that all too long our Demo-
eeetie    re   the State house,
see      yen bid them go and warned.
         going. And I ven-
     eeill  many a lnrzg day before you
inefite   I
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