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This bill bein

Mr. Cauaiwm:=i_The:igentleman. from Penn-I
sylvania, (Mr. HEMPH1LL,) pwhorled thevvan in,
this discussion, ,set out with the de�claratio,n&#39;,
that the subject. was /oneloff great importance;i
in this opinion Iyfullyi �contour; Ibutethe, gentle-
man and myself differ in,,tl1~lS,\inte1&#39;estin:g par-
ticular. He thinks it �important, in.\rel,ation to

duce; whilst I �think, _.it is part. of pay system
fraught� with injiirlous�consequences to the-�well�
being of thecojuntry. «Some of \,the.most pro-
minent of these consequences, l,�pro:pose,. in the
progress of the remarksrprwhich lfa!n_,faboi&#39;1t;.to
make, to de.velojp�to theioommittee.  i _

There are some posi�ons wliicliehave been
assumed by the gentleman, which Isdo not
mean to contest; &#39;w.i-t&#39;h a� viewr&#39;,"theret�ore_,-5 to
present to the eo�imittee, and through tliem
to the community,�the great questions at issue
between,us,&#39; I will �rst state thosepoiiits in
which�*we do agree, andthen "proceed tothe dis-
cussionof these in w�hiioh*we do,� 4%Lot�jog2Fee,,&#39;b.Litr_
di�er tote celo,-. He �rstitold us,� �that this,bil5l,
which proposes to constructa road .through
severalot� the States, does not provide for pro- ~
curing their assent, because he, supposing that
wehave power to legi-slate:on\�tl1ei,subject,:con�
sidered it �unnecessary. : VAs.to the ti&#39;Autli/of this
proposition, my minfd ca1,mot,for1a moment ,enter-
tain, a doubt; indeed, it seems to carry i with it
almost therefor-ce of self-evidence.� L r A

There are some few of the, powers of Con-
gress, requiring the assentof the State&#39;s,  the
very terms =in~�wh�ieh they, are gz&#39;a11ted}« Wwithi the
excep: ion of these, �(and the ,_one-&#39;� in question is�
not one «ofthem,) every power which is grant-y
ed, operates by its own intrinsic f0rce;Jit must,
inthe nature of� things so operatieyor it would
cease to he a power. r Thatwhich I have not a�
rightto do, but � by the assent of-anothe_r, den-&#39;
rives its authority, not 3 from my �will, :b�ut.frum&#39;
that assent.� The propo:.ition smayi�be�p11tt,hu"s.7
If Congress possess the power, then� theiaisshent
of the States is not necessary ; if they p�ossess it
not, then that assent cannut impart it, but by
the euiicurrence of , three-jfourthsiof the "States,
in the ma;n»neriprescribed,,in thefconstitutioii;

05 errands ihe:C9x1stitu:ti0n3,e  emwurrence
efiethé aarp;¢ge:let�i,

�.4

g undiericonsideration in Cioinniittee of the V�Vhole on the stateoft
 Union, Mr{&#39;P. P. _BAR;BOUR addressed the Chair as .fol1gwS,:�* l a

pro?� thep com
up oint.» /

iwillsoon be extisnguisliedg t.h�at&#39;�th«ere wi1�lfb&#39;e,

fol�, i.t,ié_to ap
improvenient.

NOW, Sir, it, is rnatterof &#39;aston�ishrnent*to me,

�g1jeat,�<l�:�iculty�as,to the pjufposes to wliie,h�ihe,,,s,
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lo,� a New  lhroiugh
¢_ - �7� J, _

.1 &#39; �

arne.ndment%. ;_�E:;ernp,li&#39;Fy jt�h�e argutnent,,,,it_i?:you  it
please, by the cause �of the war-inaikingfg_power; \�
would i-t,not eixciteear smileto talkfaof Congress V; ,
askiizg�tlie assent of one ormore ySt-ates, _tVo,�:ai
de4f5laratioi1&#39;of war? I ,.will not waste, the turns

rnittee by another r/emark upon this

tleman te1ls:usthat,.th)e pf b1ic�d_ebtTThe gen

then,� a large surplus revenue, "which he thinks�
ought not .to.be� disti&#39;ibuted amongst� the�States, , 7*
�and thatthe best tdisposi&#39;tion.whieh can be made A

ply it to the purposes of finte7rn�al= L

Si1.-,,;I shall not now stop to_discuss our~powerj
to distribute the surplus; revjenue amongst� the
States, tier tof-ihquiiae .whé_�-t&#39;her,�*�if;_we, ,ha�dfth�e
power, i�el�i�ati_ w*ould_be a judieiousap.propriation:l, ;
�i�,Si»l1fl;Glent . unto �7t�he;d&#39;ay,"i�s the e1_&#39;ilt&#39;thereo�f.�,� V
lwheneyer these questions shall aris.e,r�l~"sl�1�,_a,l&#39;l be
p�repared to eixami�netthe,m,&#39;Jvvith all t&#39;he"deli;�be-_,
ration� due to th.eir"~,mp ortance; the «view Which�  V
Ihave taken u,f&#39;the.,sujbje*ct, renders suchf_a,nlin-
quijry at present, wliollyaunnecessai-y..v  &#39; in
 The g�e&#39;11�tleman"s�argument upon this \p.!mi�.)t$.i
proceeds� �upon fthe hyp�othe.sis, that a large [
amount of s11rplusf�ev�enue will certainly exist,� 7 >-

»that this idea, did not, ioc_cur to�the_jsag�aeiouS j .
mind of the ggentleman, -that�-it �depends. upon ,4
our w.,ill,"whether there Shall or S.l\�1all�no1,§be,, I
such a su1§p1us.i� e ,1 offer to hima s,olution;~of his
difliicul3.ies~,r a relief from h,s.ie1nba1jra§sr_nesnt, ,
by the simplest, atlie._9ea�siest< of all re*meclie7s�,�=-+-a,:i_f�
(1in1i�ri�I1:ion_of the revenue; E &#39;Fhis,i�d}:-ea ma;y;b,ei &#39;
£2)rcibl;_v illusti-ated ,by]aAn�e�xampl�e drai.v�n. from
the cnn1r�no.n �principles -of hiousiehold �economy,
lVhat. would be thought of, at man, i�n"p1&#39;iVa;t_�e lite";  -
who was about to ,"bt1,i�ld&#39;,&#39;�aixi;1 �whose ifarin�-ly re-
qui13ed,l&#39;)�utisix&#39;. ?apai�tmei1¬s for thjei�1&#39;raecommocla-
tlcign, Who,shou&#39;ld erectpalhoumiicotntainizig dolls?
bile.� thatriliumber,  feje1ing�,_;at�,the vsameltimre�,

should apply the useless apartments: Surely�.
if his «-_iw1_1� mind: ydid n�ot_ sugigestfgthe�idea;_;s§ _ �
frieiédly� adyisex&#39;;Vi7£)i1¬d«�t,e1l l&iijn;�
obyiate tlle di�ieuity�, by &#39;bui1tli:éigup:zn no larger:
af/scale :tha�u.�the,i{ci)mfi}1&#39;t of hispfamily .»1jc:q_L&#39;i&#39; �
f§:§1,.;VSQ,,$i1�, L�oE�erI to the gentleman
 let ILLS soiihegj�/are Iuur
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�shall be thus happily re1ieved�from the per-
plexing question, what shailwe do with the
surplus?.. .r &#39; -« : � �
I Mr. Cnarnmiuv, let us for a moment examine

&#39; the principles which ought� to govern us in re-
lation to revenue. Taxesare that portion of

s the substance of, a people which they are re-
quired to contribute to the support of Govern-
ment. True, Sir, the money power con�ded
to Congress is, �as it ought to be, inde�nite in
its extent; but� why is �it so? Simply-be.caus;e,&#39;
as the exigencies of Government cannot be
foreseen, if the power of supplyingithem were

,- limited, there would be a de�nite supply where
� there was an inde�nite demand. But, whilst
� this discretion is given to us, surely every sprin-

do

_ duced to the lowest amount,,co�ns_istc.nt, with tile

.� where it is productire, and placed in tone in
,0 iifliich it is unproductive; and because. this pro-

, ciet , and by necessary consequences itsiwealth.

. to the interests of our consti&#39;tuents, than jmon�-,
I arches and the m"inisters"of monarchs? We, who

� them, and to whom they have with jealous cau-
� tion entrusted the care �of their purse--shall

0 ,� not for names, but for things; not for form, but

i in 1834; and exceptthe $7,000,000 due~totl1e
, _Bank~,-and the $13,000,000 of 3 per cent. stock,
 in June 1832. As to the debt due to the Bank�,
7&#39; it may be considered as paid,because they owe
, us an �equal amount. With so certain andspee-�

 dy arr extinguishment of the public debt before
 will it not be unnecessary. and oppressive

ciple of justice and sound; policy imperiously
requires that We should draw from the people
the smallest amount of contribution, which will
be sufficient to meet the demands upon the

C Treasury in the prudent and discreet manage-
,�_ment of their affairs. 0� This is� the p1�in<:iple
which has been avowed even �in.monarjchies,l

~ especially in the country which is- our parent
State, It was �a �maximi of Queen li)lizab..eth,i
acted upon, by herminister, the celebrated Bur-
leign, that she did not wish to-see her Treasury�
like a swoln spleen, and thather Treasury was -
in the pockets of her people; and, at thepre-
sent �day,after the lavish expenditure of mil-
lions, the Premier of Great Britain hasjrecently
�assured Parliament that the taxes shall be re-

venue, $10,000,000 of which are now ;annua�lly
applied to that object.� L_¢t us, then, pursue
the obvious, the just course ofpolicy; letus
graduate our revenue to our demands; we shall
then have no surplus to perp1ex�*us in its dis-
position, and to lead us into a mighty scheme
of expenditure, for no beitter reason than �that
We should otherwise not know �what. to do with

.. If my doctrine could prevail, I would reduce,
so: muchof the taxes; as to have no surplus�,
even though it affected the protecting policy,
commonly called the American system; but let
not the tariff members of this �House be alarm-
ed; for an immense reduction may be e�&#39;ected
without injury: to -their favorite bantjling�; I The
report from the Treasury informs us,7t-hat duzies
to an amount exceeding seven and a half mil-

�not at all produced; or�>manufac_tu1-ed in the
United S.tat_&#39;es, or� in so inconsiderable �degree as
tolbe utterly unworthy of notice; and, indeed,
I have reason to l3�e1ie&#39;ve�, Sir, thatthe repeal may
be extended. to�ten milll:ons&#39;,�. without, materially
a�iectping any� mauufalcturing interest. To�/this
�extent, »»vhen,�I have a��r;ig�ht�to exipecttbe laid
even of the&#39;ta�ri�&#39; members of thislidouse.

The gentleman has deemed it proper to-dis.
cuss the constitutional power of .Congress over
thissubject. In this particular, I have determin-
ed not to imitate his example, but purposely�
and stu&#39;dijously to avoid it. But let not any man
suppose that Ileclins�-to §¢nt,¢r~iiil§»�1lSt??With»the

�safety and defence� of "the kingdom. " �Wh_v� gentleman upo�n~tbi�s �I ?thii-iik
gught this to be always and ever�), whege done 9- the position indefensibl&#39;e; sofar from this, Sir,
Because, �to the -extent of the taxationof- any
country, money is drawn� �from a condition

cess diminishes the productive labor of the so-

An shall we, in this respect, beless attentive

are ourselves a part of the people, springing
from them, representing �them, accountablleto

we not prefer a rich people and 3 poor _.govern-
ment, rather� than a.poor.people and a rich go-
vernment� Sir, if We pursue �the policy of im-
. osing unnecessary taxation, we may callour
Government a republic�; we� may -boast of
the freedom of our institutiions;-�yet the peo-
ple will have a right to say, and will say, we go

for substance; that oppression is oppression
still, no matter from what quarter itrcomes, no
matter b what political agents it may beyexer-;
cised- i e learn from a &#39;I�reasury document,
that the public debt willbe wholly extingmslred

I feel� satis�ed it may be maintained �against
all the batteirres of argument &#39;w,h�ich"huma�n in-
genuity can level-_ against it. 0
which», at ianoearly period, I e«ntertain�e.d, hashe-
ver� undergone the slightest� change; A on the
contrary, eyeryvadditionalyear of myilife, every
additional hour of _re&#39;�e_ction, has -but added<to"

was not»within the sphere of our constitutional
powers. Why �then; do I �de.clin�ei this_.part~ of
the discussion? -Because I myself� have, on for-
mer occasions in this House, exhausted myself
upon it; because, by 1 others it /has undergone
repeated and elaborate discussions; has beenso
bolteddown to thejbran, that nothingfpishprt of
inspiration; itself could cast a new� ray,� of*�light

me,� that iconstitutionalr discussion upon any
point, are in ill od�or;,in"t/his"Hall,l and more es-
.pe�c�fi�ally this, which would be 9� as »-tedious as ea
thrice told.&#39;ta&#39;le;� and because the various con-
siderationsgof justice, and politicalexpedielnciy,
are �ample for all the purposes of my .a&#39;rigfumenta

&#39;1� cannot, however,-forbear to present �to the�
;c_ommittee,_a short retrospect of the progress of
opinion ontihis subject, solely �with ag&#39;vieTw.to
show the encroaching nature a&#39;nld&#39;o�n"vv-�ard marchofpower.-.�   0&#39;

In». the, ,creation&#39;fof- the Cumberlandroadgi Con- .
greats, acted on the eompaict :l,aetwfe¢n;this Go-
viernrneent and, the NoI�tli\Vest�eljll Territory, sti-
pulating that�ve per cent�. of the nett proceeds

l
«of p the sales of� public lands should be »applied

lions of dollars maybe repealed, upon articles I

�The opinion I

the strength of my original &#39;conviction, that it I

upon it; becauseo my observation has satis�ed�



V to making a road �wvithinilarid leading: to that ter-

/

ritory; they charged the amount. expendedin
the construction of the road upon that fund,_
and procured the assent of �tbe~State�s tlilropugfh
which it�was to pass. l During the �interval be-
tween the year 1806, when that road {Was com�-
mehced, an/d�the year 1817, the� public? mind
was in much oscillation on this subject. In
this last year, the subject was brought up and
underwent elaborate discussion in this House,
upon the following resolut/ion�s reported� from
the Committee of the Whole: L , _ � g

1st._ Tl1a,t�Co_ngress= has power to �appi;opria- is�
money for the oonstriaction of� post roads, mili-
tary roads, and other roads, and the improve-
ment of jvrater courses. This resolution �was;
carried; ayes 90,..�=*noes 75:� . , �  1

2d. To �construct post roads and military roads.
Lost; ayes 82, noes 84;� ., � A . i 4

3:}. To construct rpads and canals for carrying
on comm-erce,b_et_ween _the� States; I Lost,� ayes
71.,noes95. . , _  hp _

i4)-th.s To construct roadsfortmilitary purposes.
Lost; ayes 81, �noes 83.? p y p

5th. A fifth r.esolution�was moved, that Con-&#39;
gress has power to appropriate money� in� aid� . of:
the construction of �roads and c_anals, w�hic°l*.�
shall betlaid out -and constructed under the auel
thority of the Legislatures of the Sitates,«thro,1i,gh
which they pass; a Negativedl � &#39; Ayes and noes
not taken. a &#39; � �V L V &#39; &#39; �W

  Thus, we see, that  tliesolemn deci�si�on of
� this House in 1817, allipéwer over this subject

was repudiated in every form and shape, save
only the power� to�, appropriate._ money vfor the
purpose of\&#39;rVconstruction.i �    �  is

The bill now untlerconsidera -ion� a�irmsltlieve
power to con..stru,c_t, in direct� contravention of
the recorded opinionpof this_.House in 1817..
Thus it is as� true of the love of power as it _is.
of another i,passio�7n,c �that increase� or appetite
grows by the very; food itfeieds upon! �� Usniler
the_appro.pria�ting power,� let me. say to Lthe
Committee, that it appears by a report made-
some time since, that in the *session of; _18�27~.8;
three millions of dollars worth of public lands
were given to Statesand individuals;l,:and, that,
-at �-his verv session, we have �applic�a*tionsf&#39;or aid
tothpe Portland canal, the Blackstone canal, a
rail road in Georgia, janother in South Carolina,
and a third in ~Marylan�d; for aid to the ~&#39;l�rarts�yl-&#39;
vania University, the Colulmbia College; and,
�nally, for an appropriation bf�$40,000 to es;
tablish a �lature offsilkin»Philadelpliia. lmighti
add, Deaf and Dumb Asylums,~- and a »long list
of other benevolen_t projects, iincluding a 7m_er�n�o-V
rial from thecolonization Society"; but I forbear
from apfear of� weary?-ng j the patience of the
Committee. « And�? last, but notleast,� comes
this bill. i As we are now "ab&#39;ou_t_. to take a new
latitudeand� departure, it behooves us before�
we weigh anchor, to consider well what: is the
port of destination; in other/� words, �to i look
alonguthe line of time into,futu1:ity,,and estimate
the consequences of this system.-some  the
most pro1sn_i»nent of which, _ it is" my purpose. to
attemst d¬¥.V,¢l0P-i,%_     ;

Biatt�rsts:    to¥:inqixiae*,tiv1iat are.
«

so

the Same �tliing�> may pqs,sibl;zi:happens,&#39; toil

� 1&#39; , 3

bill to our� adoption? Tl1ey,mu&#39;st be, that itpifsi ii
bene��cial,,eithe.r«to commerce, or military ropje.-"� or &#39;

willexamine the subject in, refe&#39;rence�to each,

at the map of the Un�ited�_States,."w.ill furnish, I i

at least&#39;in ref&#39;ere&#39;n&#39;c&#39;e to the States of New York,

which it is topass, Nature has stampecl� upon,
a the territory �of each  these States, on&#39;e,corn-�X g

moo� i�tieliblevfeattire. lTha�t the lstreamps, of
every size, whether great or small, �owtfrorn
the mountains, either Eastwardly into _th�:=eeAt-�
lantic Oceans, ox� Vvestwirdlyithyrough the Mis-
sissippi,/ipnto the Gulf of Mexico. Now�, �Sir ,_

mentioned, ir_u�ns�al�r\nost� at right angles, 3 with

CO,lll�SC.

cided.with the zlirec-tion of "commerce and these
natural channels, that would be �a»stronge&#39;r.ar~&#39;
gument against it, all the dili&#39;ereno�e;b�etween., .
the facility of wateriand land transportatim};
lfhis-road", �"&#39;th�e-ii, can i

"i�f�scotpn mercial�advantages? _ .
s �Asit g�lit�tle can it� be supported upon the ground� is
of its necessity for military, *operationis._ When"
!�ll�?¢ gentleman speaks of the exposure �of lBuf- 3
iialo and N ew qrleans, the two termini, of atl�lisf
gigantic ._rpad., L ca;l.l;~ upon �to say, hasjhe T
forgotten �the vast and ,exp»ev�nsive"&#39;fsyste-m« of  q,
Fti�cations » which we" have �created, and w"1"tl1f�j
which �We arels.urrou,nded,i, as Witll aawallfoffcirié
c�umvalla�t.ion;?4 After the millions whichAW*e�ljave.:s ,
e�xip�end.ed1�in these, are they �to be abanidoitiodeas
�useless, for all the purposes,�of�det&#39;ence? tor, ~
will they not be�supplie_dfwith ordnance, and �_
garrisonecl in time of�=war, for our protectior�z it
Does thpe,"gent,1e,man«suppose that troops &#39; are
ever to be marclied from \B&#39;uVfl�a�_o to�def&#39;en�d,Or=-
leans, on from Orleansito defend Buffalo?� Let
the defence"o£ �0fr1ea~ns;du1-ing the�late.wa&#39;1&#39;.. ans

rations, or the t1&#39;ansp�ortation&#39;ofithe mail.�»I» &#39;:

of these conside�rations;I.__�*&#39; -And _iirst,, as &#39;to**its
commercial. adva�nta.g&#39;es:, &#39; iA&#39; � lance <of � theseypet ».,

think, a.nirrefragable answer to this argument, ,

Pennsylvania, Maryland,�and Virginia, through

the road in. question,, at least , tlrroughout
&#39; whole,:extent�,,in&#39;;the.fourttsvtates which I have

�these natural� cliahiiels sol� i commercial Mii_n�tei&#39;-5 7;�
Whilst, then, the� produce of - the

icountiy seeks: its market in_one� direction, �this
&#39;tro&#39;acl_ passes in another; a�ncl,fin_deed,i ifit.coi_u+_� �

stan_d- upon the fact, of V

stlvel� the q_u,estion;,�it&#39;W was si1ccessfully�-pansy�,-,,�,i
gloriously, defendedr by ftroop�s,fn�ot. .a manot I
whom was�, It� jbelieve, marched� from Nortlrof t
Tennesseeand Kentiicky, � If, �contrary tofe,v�e*-
ry� rational«probabiliity,{such a*th.ing�sliould ever
iocciurywhere are all" the mighty� rivers and ,�ca« 1
nals which-i� surround 0ur�borde.rs� and ~pen_etrate ,
our interior; coiuntry? � Wherei�, for exampi*le,.�*_is,i

It is possible, that, ihsome tiwenty or" thirty� by
years /hen<&#39;":¬.�We may ghave , wa;r;* sa_v,fifgy�ou__\
please, in tW.enty years, for F&#39;erfgus0n,in ihis Treg. Y
tise on Civil Society, thinks tjatza wear in ev�er&#39;¥y A
t[\_vei1tyyea1&#39;s isnecessary toeprevent a moralrust,
and the �,dyi,.ngsa,way of �the nationalpsgpirit; in.
that event, it� is also possible {that troops maygbev 4
miarc�éd on this road; but if this road�be�¢ofn»j_,Asi
{structedlvtupon these. two possibilities,� ,cl�oes,.jt�in,otf;7

ihe Ohio Canal? \Vhere�that&#39;of News Yilrklif �

�strike the� mind of every� man who héar33;I:!1ie?,[

iryiroadt in the Unmnf; anilthat, therefore, let i
the advantages which areas trecommendgtliis

/� .
4"road�ni§r.y be treated as heihg iiec-esssary~*f<3r;i,§i?iii�l1
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is     i /
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euuliinited �and V illimitahle.i; The gentleman
alarms us with the enormous expensefmcurred

; during the late war, in; the transportation of �pro;
visions and the material of war, to our Northern
and Northwestern frontier�s.
member that the two great canals of ~ New York

 and� Ohio have both been.co,nstruct.ed sincethat
 periud;. both leading directly to these points?
Does he not also rem�emb�er, that the frontiers,
of both of these Stateshave, since that tithe,

 been overspread with an ov»:-r�foxving tins of
A emigration; �csvering the�hce of the country

with arable �elds, ywhieie the towering forests,
then stood,� and &#39;intersecting�hit every»__wher,e
with the roads necessary for tlieirewn accoum
rnodation�? y Sir, the diffieculties*iwliié:.h, then

� isted, have sunk beneath -the genterprise. of ;four_
0 people and the iI�resi:stible force of Clr\.&#39;:ljmS&#39;¬a:&#39;s-,

ces. Let us* now, for a~:~h<�.:rt time; examine�
this equestiyon in relation to tlle�l.�I�;�xl,1S}�)()I.V�lai._�\l¬\-)1�! of l

 the mail. 0 K e
The whole length of tl�l6.PO�3ds We� are given

to und_er:~tancl, will be fifteen rhundred: m�il�es,,
h e which, at the estimated cost of $ 1 ;500 permile,!
y will amount to two and a quarter rmillions� of
dollar-s._e This, Sir. is the supposed cost of

1 making the roads offconvex earth, fwithou the �
i use of either stone or� gravel.� My experience

here, has satis�ed me, that what is at �rst "esti-
 mated as~&#39;the �whole cost, generally turns out to.
 be butone of several instahnents, necessary to
 �the completion of any great; wcrkglet the roaeidhe
 constructedpin the manner. provided in this bill,"
 and at someafter time. we shall he told� that it
e must be �nishedwi-th stone or gravel; nay, poss

sibly that it�inust:"l)e: made a rail road�; how many
0 i aclditional millions that may cost, ,1; leave it to �

the cufnmittee to conjecture. �In¬"i.ee�d, Sir, dun-,
� ting this session, I have seen a report, w_h,icl1,�ii�.
� I mistake� not, (and I speak from 1 d.oubijful me-
mory,� stibject to correction�,)_est"imat&#39;es= the, cost
of this road, constructed as a proper turnpike,
at eleven and a half millions. But�left_ustake even

 the sum of two and a quarter millions, the esti-y
if mate of the cost of the plan now proposed; the
 interest ofthat sum, at six per cent, is $135,000; e
_ I;sta=;e the �interest at six per cent.,� ,because,.;
 tll0l.lg�l&#39;_l the Government could é:a0rr()\V at l3;om�e.;,
e-fit probably, at four and �ya; halt, and in"Englai{d or
.  Holland, at three, yet, the legal interest through-
Vgioutthe] United States� varies froth six to eigh�-�;

as the amount will be drawn from-the� pock-
etsof the people, it would beworth at least
six per cent. to&#39;them. »NoW.,jSir, I learn that
the avfeiage cost of trans.porting�the mail tri-
weekly, in a stage coach, would not, in the

i more important parts of thecountr ,eeXceed, if
 it equalled, �iteen dollars per mile. A repor_t,~
9 however, of the Pr3stinaste1&#39;General,, made in the
 �year 1824, states the cost �of thus �itranspsrting

0 .5 the mail from this cityto Orleans,» at ii? 52 76 per�
 mile: even at. this.extrava�gant rate, the whole�

I �transp0r1&#39;atiun" of the -mail from Bufi~�al.o to Or-
: "leans, 1 would beiless than-$ 80,000, wh»ilst~the
annual interest of the cost of t�he"ro&#39;ad,; wiiihyout

 stone orgravel, has;bee7n" �shown� to be $135,000;
thus exceeding, in annual �.in&#39;terest,1the whole

tar_voperations?r Sir, the extent of the sys,tem,.7

Does he� not re a

cost  tranisportation,  than  A
which this reasoning would, justify,� would be  this.respect&#39;v, then, I put "itvyt�l the éa:idid._eo;n_e~

sideration of ,0 the .com_mittee,%. ¢whet,heritlu-:_ pro;
posed expendit,ure\ca,u�be judicious? The� an�.-.

promisedafor such a waste� of �money�? Why,
the mail will pI&#39;0b,ably_ passga few days s6on.er,i
between these two points. \ Ingthe presentcon»
dition iol"_th*e road, lmwever, ii.-fglimistake not,

was carried from Washington to Orleans iri~fiv«e
anda half days; I am well aware that that�ex-
t1&#39;aordinary velocity was the result iofiaygreatl
effort, a to cnrnmunicate to the public saw docu-
�l"l&#39;l¬TilC in which theysifelt as i,ntenseiin.t�e_1�est; but,
ifsiizzh speed as this be possible_  any ;e�_&#39;ort,,
the committee will be abletojudgte how mucla
additional time� is l\ec�eSsar§3, with that diligence,
which,, in the ordinary »_tran,sportatio.n ,-of the
mail,  now usual;ly7p1&#39;actis�ed&#39;.e_ « . _

I have thus far, Mi�. Chairrnamsgbeen engaged
»,infexarnini�ng the supposed _advantages of this
road.. �:Sufi&#39;er me now, Sir, to p_resent.__the., other
side of tliequeestiong at View of the &#39;disadvan~,
ztagés, of tlioe-.0 many -mighty, obj,ectiQnsi:foi;nde¬1
upon the �injustice, vthe�» Ainexlpedienciy, the in.-
jurious pnlitscale�feects of this system of inter-.
nal improvement,if,persevered__in. In doing t;h.i!&#39;s,
I shall � iiothirig extenuate,__f?nor g set down
aught-in malice.� ,  I 0 � &#39;0 i &#39;
a iWhen,Iishall have �nished this view, glfshall i

!0111y:�yXaSk/ you to �look upon th.itsf;piecture-�and V,
upon, tliisf� and to? say &#39; ivh itch ofg~the�,:twyo nl.S; the.
mosta&#39;ccura�te representation of thecase, and
to decide a�cco�rdingely. Sir, I beg� the commit-
tee to understand, that the Aobjections ijwhichtf _
,am-nowfabi nit to; urge, ;,ap%.piy to the whole sys-
temfof internal . improv,ements,.-1anhracing this
road as onelink in the mighty chain; if the sys-:
tern, as sucli, is to prevail, then I feel no mariner
(§f�llitCr_¬St ;or conee�rn_ in the �defeat of thislgor
any ��other� particularohj.ect_;i for though a single
object mayyoccasionally fail»,�by an !acciden,tal
concurrence� of votes, y,et�all;tl�ie peivils which I5
anticipate to my country vi~�ould\ be realized;

and in the general,. nay, universal scramble _ for
the spoils of the treasury, �a few millions dilapi-
dated here or_1here_, would be but as adrop
in. the ,bucke:&#39;;.,and\tlie xwhole treasury, of minor

�sequences which sooner orlater, in Iny_o�pin«ion,
w.il;~.tollow, in-the train of a system calculated
to affect so, fatally the destinies otfth.e�1-epi.1b1ic-
� The first objection which presents itself to

the action of this,G,overnmen�t, has relation to
the subject of �econiomyg. ;A_ knowledge� of
human nature will teach� us,that tilre surest safe,
guard in th:s respect, is the keen sigtlited vigi-
lance of self interest. This principle burns with
an inextinguishable�ardor, in the heartiof man;
and ifit does not~p&#39;oi«nt- to itsgobject, wi;t.hsasin-
variable� certainty» as the needle _to&#39;the pole,� it
isonly because we may isometimese mismke,_tlie
directioii; if, therefore, individual meaiisivere
Aadequalte to the effecting any , given! a ypurpose,�
upon �them we} might �always re_ly,.with�th;e
greatest safety; but if g governmental; aid  nee
cessary, then we »may»1-ely that the object will

\

swerirnustwbe obviot�1s,._tol�thie rninidis all
hear me, �. What, let measlz, is, the equivalent,

the messag__eof&#39; the President.1to_this_ Con�gress,i \

importance cnmpared with the ,i_njurious, con» i



be most economically, executed, under the su-
perintendence of the States. Sir, the great
advantages of embarking� �individual interest in
such enterprises, are-�1st. That they will nev-
er engage in them, at/�all, unless they will pro-
bably yield a reasonable pro�t; and 2d, That
when they do engage in them, they will use
�their utmost endeavors to reduce the expense
to the smallest possible amount. The State of
Virginia is acting mainly uponithis principle,
in� her system of internal improvements; they
have provided, that when, to effect any given
object,� individuals will subscribe three-�fths
of the sum required, the State will furnish the
remainder; thus securing the guaranty of self-
interest, against the application of public money
to any unproductive or visionary scheme. But
the States, without the aid even of private in-
terest, will most probablywaste less than the

.Federal Government; they have much less
scope for their action, and much fewer objects
to which to direct their attention; they have-
fewer agents to whom to con�de their manage-
ment, and the supervising power is nearer
the scene of operation; �but, above all, the peo-
ple, forswhose bene�t the money is expended,
are the same by whose contributions the mo-
ney to be expended is raised; whilst, under
our system, it may happen, and often does hap-
pen, that whilst one portion of the community
get the bene�t of an improvement, they fur-
nish no part of the means, as in the case of do-
nations of the public �lands; and even where
money is advanced from the treasury, they may
have furnished a very small and unequal share.
If this policy be pursued by the States, as it
usually is, of always having individual interest
engaged, there is a fair prospect of the money
invested producing a reasonable profit, and in
that event, through the medium of dividends,
there IS restored to the public treasury a sum
equal to the interest of the capital advanced.
However this reasoning may apply to those
cases in which the United States subscribe to
Works undertaken by individuals or corpora-
tions,� it �surely has no application to those
which the Government undertake on its own
account, to have executed; and in�; those works
which the States themselves execute, by their
own means, they endeavor by tolls to reimburse
the treasury for the disbursement, which, in
the case of the United States, is not done. i

Self-interest, then, may be considered as the
central point ofeconramyi; the State and Federal
Governments as concentric circles drawn
round that centre; the States being the smaller
and the Federal Government the larger; and
it is not more true in lnathentzatics, that the
radii which pass from a common centre must
be longer to reach the circumference of a lar-
ger, than those which will touch the one of a
smaller circle, than it is, that by how much the
Federal Governmentiis further removed from
the point of self-interest than the State Go

, vernments, by so much is economy in the ex-
penditure of public money diminished.Fora

truth, I appeal topractical illustration of this 
     
     for a distance of

the Cumberland road, which,
,> about 130 miles, I suppose must have cost be-

tween 9. million and a half and two millions of
dollars.

I come, now, to another serious objection; I
mean the inequality in the distribution of our
favors. The theory of our constitution, unde-
niably, is, that the contributions of the people
of the United States should, as nearly as possi-
ble, be equal. Thus, it is provided that direct
taxes shall be apportioned amongst the several
States, according to their population; that du-
ties, imposts,throughout the United States; and that no pre-
ference shall be given by any regulation of
commerce, to the ports of one State over those.
of another; but of what avail is it, to secure
equality in contribution, or to attemptto secure
it, if the moment the contribution is made, the
whole elfect may be instantly destroyed by
gross inequality in making appropriations?
This idea: may be forcibly illustrated by a fa-
miliar example, drawn from common life. �Sup-
pose, Sir, you and myself being about to embark
in� a common enterprise, each with great accu-
racy contributes precisely equal sums. and the
very moment the fund was thus formed, you
were at liberty to apply the whole amount to
yourown use,�-would it not be mockery in such
a case to talk of any substantial. equality? In
the execution of this system. it will be in the
power of this Government, at its pleasure or
caprice, to increase the wealth of one portion
of the Union, and to diminish that of another,
without any?� restraint whatever. Let me sup-
pose a case or two. Suppose the Cumberland
roadhad been extended to Baltimore,no one will
deny that the commerce of that city would
have been bene�-tted; of this, Maryland seems
to have been aware, because she has construct-
ed a turnpike from Cumberland to Baltimore;
but if, on the contrary, that road had been con-
ducted from some point on the�Ohio to Phila-
delphia, then that city would have receivedthe
advantage; and thus the one _or the other city
might be increased in prosperity at the expense
of the other, just as the one or the other direc-
tion might be given to the road. I Will put a
still stronger case. Suppose New York had not
been able, with her own means, to execute her
great Erie Canal, and that State and Louisiana
had both applied to this Government for and at.
the same time, the one to havemade the Erie
Canal, so as to connect that Lake with the city
of New York, the other to improve the Missis-
sippi and all its tributary streams;�is it not ob-
vious, that, according as We had �executed the
one or the other project�, We should have built
up the city of Orleans on the one hand, or that
of New York on the other? Sir, from these ex;
amples, it is impossible not �to see, thanihe re-
lative Wealth and importance of the different
portions of the Union might be made to de-
pend upon the favor whichfhey might respec-
tively find here. Mr. Chairman, our revenue
being raised almost .
attention of the people at large IS not drawn so
closely to it. To test the justice and policy of
this system, I appeal to gentlemen to say, whe-
ther they would ventureto impose a direct tax
to the amount of millions,

and excises, shall be uniform,

exclusively by imp� sts, the �

and then apply the pro�-



oedds to the improvement of parzicixlar parts of
the country? I undertake to answer no; and lei
me tell them, that if they were to try the expe-

= rimnnt, their people would soon arrestthem in
their course. We sometimes hear it said, that
as the United States are one g�1&#39;e:at whole, what-
ever bene�ts one of the parts is a_ bene�t to the
whole. This, Sir, I acknowledge, is too lofty a
ma,-qnaniniity, too �expansive a patx-iotism, for
me to pretend to. Say what. you will, reason as
you will, as long as mass is man, the States and
the people of the States will never forget their
individuality; they will never consent that the
fruits of their labor shall go to enrich 0Il1ei�S- �
Let me test this principle by a case. I suppose
that some �ve or six millions would probably
iIp]prov*e all the important rivers in Virginia. I
c upon the members from Massachusetts to
say, whether they would impose a direct tax
upon their constituents to effect this object?
If they would not, and I am sure they have too
much candor to say that they would, then this
high minded disinterestedness will do well �to
point amoral or adorn a tale,� but will not do
for practical life.

Nor, Mr. Chairman, is the objection on ac-
count of inequality at all obviated, by the com-
mon remark,� that our resources are to be appli-
ed to national objects. National objects! Where
is the criterion by which we are to decide?
\Vhat comes up to this standard, and what dries
not? We have none but the opinions of members
here; and whenever the question comes to
be decided,� rest assured that each individual
member will think that the projectwhich he pre-
sents has the stamp of natiomzlify. And what, Sir,
will be the necessary result in practice? [_mak.!.~
now no invidious riistinctionsbetween North and
South, East and West; We are all men, and
have all the feelings and passions of men. Many
projects will be presented at a given session;
the disposable" funds will not be adequate to
the completion of them all; then will come �the
tug of war,� and the struggle who shall suo
ceed. and who mus? be disappointed. No one
or two of the objects can be carried by them-
selves, but must get their passport by the com
pany which they are in. Sir, the inevitable
result will be, combinations and arrangements
so as to unite a sufficient force to carry through
anumber of differr-nt objects, neither by its
own intrinsic weight, but all� by the united
weight of all. This will generate feuds and
heartburllings in those who are defeated. It will,
it must be so; for it is not in human nature
for either States or individuals, without mur-
muring and discontent, to stand by and see a.
fund divided, in which they have a common in-
terest. and of which they are not allowed to
participate. They will never be satis�ed by tell-
ing them, that their objs~cts_ were not national,
�whilst the others were.� They will think other-
wise; and they will tell the participators in the�
spoil, that they had decided the question of na-
tionality in their own case, and\ then enjoyed
the fruits of that decision.

Mr. Chairman, I am no apostle of disunion;
I look to the confederacy of these States as to
the ark of our political salvation; may God

grant that it may be perpetual! Sir, I go fur-
ther and say, that I come not here with any lan-
guage of menace,» but as the representative of
a portion of the people of this country,�I have
 right to use the language of expostulotion.
In� that language then, Sir, let me warn this
committee, that there are already points. of dif- .
ference amongst the States of this Union,
enough to inspire us all with a spirit of mode-�
ration and forbearance. A minority, it is true,
but a very large. minority of the people, have
calmly protested against some of the leading
principles of policy of this Government; Vir-
ginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and
Mississippi,all tell you that they feel themselves
to be oppressed. Will you turn a deaf rial� to
their complaints? Will you pay no respect to
the opinion of a large and respectable portion
of the community? Will you, because you are
a majority, feel power and forget. right? What
more could the veriest despot do? Sir, the ma-
chine of government may, for a time, be pro-
pelled by a given� momentum, though many of
its parts work not at all in concert; but sooner
or later it must be worn too much by excessive;
friction, or possibly it may become so «disorder-y
ed as to be unable to perform its functions.
, What makes this system still more obnoxious

is, that some of the Statesof this Union be-
lieve that this power does not reside in Con-
gress, and therefore, cannot participate of the
bounty of this Government, even if it were of-
fered to them. Sir, I do not mean to violate my�
promise, that I would not discuss this question;
but I may, consistently with that promise. urge
upon this -House the propriety of a principle
recommended by two distinguished American
statesmen, to �abstain from the exercise of a
doubtful power. Suppose that you may, as has
been said, �S by hanging inference on inference,
until,like Jacob�s ladder, they reach to Heaven,�
come to the conclusion, that the power is with
you. I ask, emphat_icall_v, is it not reason enough
to forbear its exercise, when so many of the
States believe it to be a violation of the compact
of their union with you? Will you, can you,
consistently with justice,-proceed in the distri-
bution of a common fund,� when so many ofthe
joint owners must, according to their sense of
duty, either -be for ever excluded from their
equal share, or procure it only by sacriiicing
their solemn convictionsof what is riglitto their
interest? Though you constitute a majority, yet
let me remind you of this eternal truth, that the
actsof a majority to be rightful, must bejust.

Mr. Chairman, we seem to have reached an
interesting crisis in our political history. During
-the war of the -revolution,the whole energies of
our people were concentrated in support of that
great struggle, and they went together with
one heart and one hand. During the interval be-
tween that and the late. war, our strenuous ef-
forts were exerted to repair the rnischiefs of the
first war; to build up a new government; put it
into operation; restore our public credit, and
by every means in our power, to acquire a stand
amongst the nations of the earth. The late war
,again put into requisition all .our civil and mili-
tary energies in vindication of our .national ho-

~..�,v"
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nor. �Since its termination,a new era has opened
upon� us. A» With nothing seriously to~dis�turb us
frormfalaroad, we are left� to look at �hojne. "l3�he
actio-niof the egovernmentehas now turjnedi in-
wards, with an over�owing�-�revenue, and a_near&#39;
approach totfatheextinguishmentof our public
debt. Newschemes o�.policy&#39; are devised; new
principles of government� _avov&#39;v_ed.= I, fear, Sir;
that we may ��nd, as other nations have �found,
tliar a period of peace, however desirable in it-
self, is preci&#39;selyTth~at� in which our government
is to be put toits severesttrial. Amidst ;_the~din�
of arrn.s&#39;,eor&#39; in the great effort to build up politi-

. cal establishments, the sel�sh passions are in a
�great degree absorbed in; the more important
objects; to be ell&#39;ec.ted These causes being re-
moved, there is now full scope..for their action,
and it calls for all our �rmness and5a_ll our pa-S
triotism to �prevent th�e>in_jurious effects; 7Sir,
if this government would-* con�ne its aetion to
thdse «great. objects, Which, in my. estimation,
its founders intended, such�* as War, peace, ne-
gotiationgforeign commerce, &c. and~1e_a�v~e� eve-l

_ ry thing �municipal in its nature to the �States,
weshould go Qnain. harmonious concert, and
peace, *con,&#39;tcnt,*and happiness,-j.� would prevail;
throughout &#39;.�our&#39;borders;&#39; \� In relation to these
great questions, there isxa community of inter-
est throughout the Union; as, on the one hand,
these mustrbce acted� upon bythe federal go-.
vernment; so, �on� the other, its action; upon
tl1em_is�n�ot, in its nature," necessarily calculated
to ~c�rea"te; strife and conflict amongst the dillerg�

        ;,�>>VSk�1�r�.&#39;.1VtkiS_&#39;\.\W.\;l�1."&#39;e.,II\.�~u
werpass beyond� to �i   rine:ar�idiintrii�de� upon�the"
entgpa�rts of [thi

�eld of municipal legi�slation;Vwhen we act on
sojects in ]which the .dif.�fere»nt" States have dif-
ferent �an�d7dpp&#39;osin g interests; V in _ which the be;
n�e�t~\ve- extend to one isfatythe expenseTo�f&#39; an-.
other: and in. whichieach �State cangbest act for
itself; itJis by this course that we are convert-:
ingcontent into discontent, harmony intodiscord,
and bringing into; direct con�ict those different
interests which,» if Q acted on interndllyo by the

. Statés,and externally bythis Gove�rnment,wouldo
afford thetstrongest cement to the Union. The
natural pursuits of l~the.N�orth, for example,�~are
those of commerce and navigation; that of the
South», isagriculture. Let each be managed at
home,»-,-I mean in their internal operation,-�*-and
they are the allies of eachfother; the Northern
merchants and ship ojwnersiare the buyers and
transporters of Southern produce; and the South
purchase�the imported goods of the North; but
the moment 7this Government attempts to con-
trol and regulate the whole, then the conflict�
begins; for! then the regulation which adv1an�ces
the intere"stof&#39;one, by the same operation in-
jures that of the other.

Sir, thereare -strong obj
tem, arising from the dif�cnlty of }ex�ecu_ting it.
�If a road is to be constructed by our authority,
we must have poiver to demand the land for its

ections to this syis-S

site�timber, stone and gravel for its construc.-.
tion.� How. are these to be obtained? Tlie Con-
S stitution" forbids usvfrom» takingfprivate proper-S�
i ty wi_thout&#39;just�compensation. To make ;this,tve

" ,must,jb�y oiir o�iceirs, summon juries, condemn
the requisitejlan~d,- value the stone, timber,

)7

bold relief, the thousands of miles of. turn- � *4
pike constructed by Napoleon; the &#39; splen-

[Is this not municipal legislation? The  in
question� makes; no provision for this. Suppose 2
the owners ofvthe soil to rei¥�use,- by contract, to 0
supply these things, you must go into this whole ~
process. Again�, _S.ir, after� the roads shall have
been constructed, they must bekept in repair.
Shallit be done by a perpetual drain upon the .
Treasury, orwill you proceed to erect toll gates?
Sir, this has been attempted in the case of the
Cumberland road, but we have not yet screwed
�our courage up to this point, � Here let me re-
mind you of i the� solemn conviction of some of
the States, that you cannot erect these gates.
Will you�, in the face of this, press onand put .
such States� in thepainful�dilemma of restrict» .
iing your authority,_or yielding up what they
Believe to be their. rights? , God forbid that the
..e�xp�eriment should be made! Ijwould not have
one �serious, con�ict with a single State for all i
the roads which you will ever make. .

(Sir, there is one argument addressed to. the
States, whiclhfoharms like the Syren�s_ song,
which Iabeg leave tolexamine closely, and to, �
expose to the people at large; �I wishto prove »
to them, and think I can, to demonstration,
thattheyi are under utter delusion in relation "&#39;
to it. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has
given us a glowing description «of the value of, L
good, roads,_and other channels of communicaa �
tion; they enhance the valueiof land, they e� di-
i*/minish the price� of tra�nsport_ation,, they almost
anniltilateiytimve and space,~ and, in the fashiona-
ble �gure of speech, they are to the body poli-2.
tic, iwlratitlie veins.� a�nd�fa1;terie�s, are to the body
natirral;� The ge�n&#39;tlemah,not content with a mere
description of their value, has held upgto us in

didbridges, &c.[; he might have added the

land; he might have gone futher back, to
the time of Louis 1�4th_,the Grand Monarque,and
described the "Canal: of Languedoc; the might
have gone further back, to Henry 4th.of France,
and .s.pok_en of the splendid road constructed in J
S.ully=, from Paris towards . Brussels, adorned : ,
Wi&#39;th�trip1e&#39;rows of eims; nay, Sir, he might
have gone back further still, and spoken of the
magni�cent aqueduct of �Rorne*,her Appian and
JEmiliau Ways. This,� Sir, is the splendid illusion
"Which charms.� and captivates our people . Until
this shall be dispelled, they can never be . J
�br7ought&#39;to dispassionate reasoning ongtho sub;
ject. r I wish the gentleman had held up to our
view, on the same canvass , the thousands of 0
miles of turnpike in England, and the tens of
thousandsfof, people, who either; go supperless
to bed, or are driven by taxation to live on the
least sustenance which will support human life;�
and the 7000 Irishmen, the most brave and the
most persecuted people on earth,wliofsubsist,as"
0�Connel tells us,� each, upon three half pence
per day : so,on theFrench canvass,he shouldhave
presented the roads, the canals, the bridges,�
and, at the same �time, the ruinous, �grinding,
and oppressive gabelle and corvee: so,� on the
Roman� canvass, he should have presented the
splendid aqueduct and the paved ways, and,
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eighteen thousand miles of turnpike, in �Eng-
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shaken from the�. feet of barbarians.�

and ragged misery"on~ their backs.
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eloquent language {of a modern writer, �that the
pavement and ruins of�Rorne are� buried in ��l1St�S

L n Sir, let
itfnot-be supposed, that I am hostile� togood
roads and canals; ithe .,gentl�eman may ex;-�
haust himself in their eulogy,� �and I shall �not
vobjectgebya rightful means, let mountains be_:le�
evelled, valleys �lled_up,-V-even �the, Apalachian

S _ rnountains,&#39;�if you pleasepsubdued by the hand
of man. The value of all this concludes noth-
ing against my argumentyit does, not at all
l�t0,\.c7h�the� question at issue between the gen.-
~tlem�an and myself; that question is," not wheth-
er these things are useful�-fora that nobody de-
nies--but it is how, and by whom, these improve-
ments shall be made? The gentleman says, they

�should he made �here; Ilsay�, they�- should -be
made by the Statesywhen thus made. We s�n�all
enjoy all their utility, and that only�; when
made by this Government, I fear, I believe, for
the reasons I have already, «stated, � anclgothers,
which I shall hereafter urge, that the system
�will eventually destroy» the� iiidicpendence ;of

e . the States; that the-o_States_, in theirierectv inde-3
-pendence, are the pillaris which support our
great pol�iti~&#39;cal fabric; that, itfthese»,be~»rwea1;,enT-
ed, {the whole . fabric will crumble? into _at_qms,
arid.,fall,»,with a tremendous crash; that�, withit,�
will fall our political liberty, which, in the lan-
guage of Cato, Ihvalue more than houses, villas,
statues, ~pictures�-and I willadd, roads, canals,
and bridges. S Give me �aipeople who are free,
happy, and not oppre_ssively �taxed,�.tho_ngh� in
the plain� �garb-of reppblican; simplic_ity;� ijathfer�
than one weighed down �by oppressi�on�,�thoi1�g�h
surrounded by all the Imonumentsof. the arts.

; �A nation in. this last� condition, may be� aptly
 . represented by the description, which has been

given of a splendid city, that,� when viewed? at
n �a distance, you behold only lofty turrets, mag-

, nificent steeples, and superb edi�ces; but
when� you shall have entered in, and taken a
closer view, gyoui �nd. wretched hovels, dark
and narrow alleys, which sl1�,ut�oi-1t*the light � of
heaven, and, I, will add, many of those who in-_
habit, these abodes, with faminein their eyes,

�i I now beg leave, to address myself to��t�he.so�
her sense, the �_interest, , nay,-� the pride of.
the States, and� the people» �of the __States,_

f and to \ say, as I will clearly� ishew, that
-if,� instead of heaping upftheir� treasure , here,
they will._keep, it at home, they can execute for
themselves all their splendid�.works, so elo-
quently described by the �g�entle,man�,� without
coming here, in the Ian~gu;ag�e of�su°pplication,&#39;� � to beg us to do it for them; and that they will
then maintain theirindependence, and/continue
toioccupy their place as a�res�pe�ctab1e�icon$tel-
lation in the political �rmame�nt,, and not,� like
little twinkling stars, be, so eclipsed by theme--

� ridian blaze of this Federal sun, as-not� to emit
light enoughble.� " � -eve�n to makefl�dar.�kness in visi-

;1 ask � the�,attenti&#39;on of the commiaee, �whilst
I\ ¢xhibit�to�,them some plain. ..and[ practical

. proofs of this �proposition.. � e  _ * 1  . _
 S The �revenues ofvthe United States, which is]
, the fund by whicl: these gimprovemtuts are to

4.

be ex�ecu.ted, is .dei-ived by the contribution at�,
�the, people of the States It u&#39;nquestionably«
cannot ljief goodpolicyp. "for7�£l_1e Sta�t�e�s~to*furnish �
it tothis Goviernmefnt, to-be� 1&#39;e-distributed-r�by
us, invtbe form inf in�t_&#39;e&#39;rnal improvement, "*iFith«at
re-distribution� bemade in proportion to there-
spvectiveicontributions; /for then it is� apparent,-
that the portion whieh*�e&#39;ach State would thus
receive back, would be less-thanthat _w_hich it �
had advanced, by the arn�ount�&#39;of the expenses
of collecti_on. What, then, is the only remaining
part ofthe alternative? &#39; Why, Sir, that the re-
distribution mustpnecessarily be �unequal. -To
those States which may receive more than "their
proportionate share,� I propound� "this solemn
question: Is it reconcileablefwitli� the principles
�ofjustice, for them to make sugchfa -demand?
T6 those which; on the contrary, may receive
.less thantheir dI,1e�share,7�I put� this question:
�Are you prepared thus to sacri�ce your own in-
t�erests*,� to give up the fruits ofyouniown labor,
to gratify the cupidityiofulioseiwho, in the. dis;- .
tri�b�utio_n of as common fund, -clutch at,� more
than &#39;the»e�ternal principles of justiceauthorize
ithem to�ask�?:  Thegdemand of�the one class
would {be �as incompatible ,with,�the -imrn;utab&#39;l�e~

�Sir, the �force ofthis argument is in�nitely in-5-«
creased by �the; consideration, that, as :&#39;it
has already V-happened, i so it� would most:
probably � hereafter happen,� �that� the "States
which� contributed the least, would be
Prscissle �;f.?�1!957°}�i._.Whi.¢1.1 ��.&#39;°1,1.1d receive   the
�i�2n�o�st�-f��?�t us �preseinting t%h�ej�_ injustices� of.st1c�h
a»course_, in the most� vivid lights of con-
trast. �An�d.will the States which are to be the
losers by this operation,; continue "longer blind
to the plainest dictates ct� liinterest,� [and act as
jwilling, instrumq,e�nts �in���t~l�1e pro�m.oti,o�n «-of �the
Very scheme which is thusto injure them? t Do
they not, must t/zegz/not perceive, that it can
�only be pre.ssed.�fo�r,�  .t�hose.i States� �which! are
to� pr�o�tVby it? If they weresto �receive their
fair portio�n,7tl�1�ey� would, fat� least, as-31 -�have
said, suffer the lossof the expense of collection;
if they were to receive less than their due
_share, this loss �»,VVO�llld� be greatly inc1�easedJ7:, �it
is �oniy, then, because they expect, and intend
to receive �more, that they can desire it; �,&#39;./but
whatever they receive "mojre than that. share,
some other State, or States, mtistz-receive just
so muchlesss &#39;  or ., i � _-   g " ~

But, Mr. Chairman, slinow �beg leave to bring�
this question s still n�eaI:er�home,, as to the inter-
est of the-S.tates., N . i j ,e I�  «�

> Sir, as soon as the public debt shall have been
�paid, if t�he�1present revenue shall contin_ue,;there
willbe an excess beyond 1 the� current di_sburse-
ments�of the year,/&#39;ip1�}obably of twelye�mil-lions
�of dollars per annum, ; This-�I .Will~�supp�ose is to
be distributed .in�the form of Internal Improve.
ments. �Now, Sir, Iivwill,� to illustrate mywidea

&#39; of the pract&#39;ica.~l operation of tlie syste-m,t_a_k-evthe
"case ofsome ind.iYidual States. j �&#39;S.upposi«ngj,�for V
t�e present, that� efaph �startie �shc old �ccinti&#39;i�but;e~ a

� «share of � t,he&#39;<rey�enue. �proportion, to her �popu-
lation, and, with the exception� of the South,
i-which contributesmuch more/, it �may serve as a

>pri�ncip1es&#39; of right,� as the sacri�.%[_ of the other V
wou-ld"be at war w�ith their -"self-preservation. h,

�E.
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tolerable basis� for calculation, Virginia, contain-
ing at least oneatwelfth of� that population,would
advance one million of dollars of this excess,
each year. _. If this excess were left at her own
disposition, in the course of ten: years she could
cover her whole territory with turnpike roads,
and intersect the whole Cotnmonwealth with im-
proved streams and canals. What, Sir, has
Virginia ever received from this Government?
I believe the appropriation of $150,000 to the
Dismal Swamp Canal. Now this is less than
one-sixth of one year�s surplus of the revenue
advanced by her people. Sir, let me put the
ease stronger. The annual amount of duty on
ooH&#39;ee is about $1,803,000 ,ot which the twelfth
part, the share paid by her, is almost precisely
$150,000, the amount which she has received;
and yet I doubt not, many of my fellow-citizens
in Virginia, and especially near N ort&#39;olk, seeing
an immediate advantage from that single ad-
vance, have been charmed with the bene�cence
of this Government,and its wonderful liberalit,2/,-
though, as I have said, it is obvious that one
year�s excess of the revenue paid by that State
alone, is between six and seven times the whole
amount; that, in a few years, that_excess, if kept
at home, would pave all her roads, and improve
all her rivers; and that,lf A you would even let
her people drink their cofee duty free, for one
year, when you do not want the money, ~ that
even that duty on_ co��ee would be equal� to the
mighty boon which she has received. /

Let me, Sir, say a word to my Kentuc_ky
friends, whom I value for their own good qual-
ities, and on account of their descent; they are
�indeed well descended, coming, as they do,
from the loins of the Ancient Dominion. � She,
too, �sees as in a glass, darkly,� in rehtion to this

subject. 
     
     per yard on cotton bagging, and a duty on
hemp, which in practice does not much aid her,
(for still Russian hemp drives her�s for cordage
out of the market) .she has gone in support of
the Tari��; though by its operation, I think her
members here must admit, that she does not re-
ceive more than $300,000, and pays an import
duty of neara million. I ask parclam, Sir, for
mentioning the tariff; but it crossed my current
of thought, and I could not forbear to advert to
this fact. But to come to her supposed great
interest in internal improvement, education,
&c.. ; she has gotten, I believe, $100,000 for her
Portland Canal, and is begging now, (I hope
the term does not give offence) for another
$100,000, for that object, and some land for the
�Transylvania University. Suppose, by impor-
tunate solicitation, in the general scramble,
�rst for the loaf which adorns the Federal table,
and then the crumbs which fall from it, she
succeeds in her application, and thus, in two
years, squeezes through with $300,000 or
$400,000: , Does not she perceive, do her mem»
bers here not perceive, that one year�s excess of
the revenue, contributed by her alone, is equal�
to, nay, greater, than all she has, and will be able
to get here, by two years supplication?
What, Sir, shall I say to the State of New York

--�yes, mlghty New York--the strongest pil-
Ial� 01 them all, upon which this Government

For the sake of three or four cents

rests for its support? If she were to contribilte _
in proportion to her� population, which may
now ebegestimated at near a sixth of the whole
people of the Union, her whole contribution
would approach four �millions per annum, and
her part, of the annual excess, after the payment
of the public debt, would be two millions--but
call it a million and an half-�and how much of ~
the Federal loaf has she gotten?� Sir, out of
her own gigantic means, shehas completed her
great canal, by which the astonished Atlantic,
if it has not heard Lake Erie roar. as was �said
by the poet of the Euxine and the Baltic, yet,
it has at least been made to communicate with�
that lake. And what, I repeat, has she gotten?
Her members here can best answer the ques-
tion. She, too, I believe, has some applications
to us for aid. For how much? Is it for four, or
�ve hundred thousand dollars? Suppose New
York, too,to succeed inprocuring this mighty
sum,from this beue�cent Government, can she be .
blind to the fact, that one year�s� excess of the
revenue, paid by her own people, would be
three times the amount? [could go on, and
multiply similar examples, and propounsl �simia 7. as
lar questions; but thesevare su�icient to illus-
trate my views in relation to this branch or the 1
subject. And now,~Mr. Chairman,� let me ask
Virginia, Kentucky, New York, and, through
them, all the States of this Union, are you ,wil,- =
ling blindly to give away your own means,� �by,
wholesale, and then come here, and humbly
ask that a small part may be given back to you �
by retail .9 Are you willing to exhange the
certain independent command over the whole
excess of your own revenue, for a doubtful
hope, that, by addressing the capricious will of �
this body, you may have a small /part returned
in the form oflcharityq or bi;-ne�cence? Every
consideration of interest, of pride, of State son
vereignty, conspires toforbid such a course. Mr.
Chairman, must it not be- humiliating to such a
State as New York, instead of disposing of her
own resources, by a sic volo, sz&#39;c&#39;jubeo, to come
here with an humble petition? Let. us see�, Sir,
how it would read. The petition of the State
of New York humbly represents," that where-
as she has tamely and blindly. poured forth
her treasure into the Federal lap, by the con-
tribution of millions, she begs that Congress .
�will be pleased to restore her some three or
four hundred thousand dollars, ea: speciizzligralia,
and the petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever
pay, &c. &c. Would she follow my counsel,
Sir, I would say to her, that she owes it to her
own character and dignity cheerfully to con-
tribute to the Government, of which she is a part,
her ust share of the sum required to meet its
necessary dem.ands;_that all beyond that she
should retain, to be disbursed at her own so-
vereign will, and under herownexclusive con-
trol. �I&#39;hus she would assume that lofty attitude ,
for which God and nature designed her; and I .
would say to each and every ofthe other States,
�go ye and do likewise � A

Sir, when gentlemen talk to me about the be-
neficence of this Government, in this behalf, I tell,
theI_nithat_their charity is at the expense of
others: I tell them I cannot understand �that



, great example, asto let-their showers fall upon

-the deepest indignation� No, Sir; because the

� gbene�tted by the oppression, and who consti-

, tion would lie against the action of State legis-

�;8lll&#39;D expended, and thus there is returned into

1
**11

éenejicence, which, by evaporation, draws all
the moisture from one portion of a common coun-
try, (I say moisture without a �gure, because
the taxes are derived from the sweat of the
brow,) and then pours all its fructifying show.
em upon another; thus converting the one into
a waste of barren desolation. and imparting to
the other extraordinary fertility. If they would
take their rule of beaelicence from the highest
of all authorities, they would learn that the rain
is made to fall equally upon the just and the
unjust. They might surely so far emulate this

those portions of the -country, the evaporation
of whose moisture produced them.

Sir, another objection to this system is, that
it utterly destroys the whole principle of repre-
sentative resposisibiiity._ The whole r�icacy of
that principle, in relation to the disbursement of
public money, consists in this: that we are to
render an account of our stewardship to those
whose money we expend. Is that the case in
this system of Internal Improvement? No, Sir;
it is one of its most unhappy, nay, fatal attri-
butes,that the majority of the members here, by
whose �at the revenue &#39;is drawn from the mi-
nority of the community, owe: no responsibility
to that minority-�hut to the majority whom they
repress nt. Of what avail then is it to make
complaint of oppression? Will that complaint
be regarded, though it be uttered in a tone of

members who may practice the oppression owe.
their accountability to the very people who are

«tute the majority. The prospect of relief, then,
§ir, rests only upon this hope: that the people
thus benelitted will discard from their service
:.t_l,1e&#39;i,1&#39; benefactors, for the single." reason, that
sihey are their benefactors . They who live upon
such hope, must,indeed, in the language of the
adage, die of despair. , � �

Let it not be said, Sir, that the same objec-

lation; even if it did, 1 would say, that, because
the people of the States must submit to possible
injustice, on a small scale, it cannot be right that,
therefore, this Government will force them to
submit to it upon a much larger bcalc. But the
argument is wholly fallacious; There is this
striking and characteristic di�"erence between
the cases. The General Government, where it
makes donations for this purpose to the States,
or, as in the bill now before us, constructs the
road itself, draws the means from a fund belong-
ing to all the States, and applies it to the bene- -
�t of one or more, without even pretending to
offer to the others any equivalent; whilst, on
the contrary, in the case of a single S-tate,�whilst
theimiuority, who contribute to an improve-
ment of which they receive no bene�t, though
they cannot call the members representing the
majority to account, yet �nd their equivalent
in this. That, whenever the States do (what they
do not often undertake) construct a road or
canal upon public account, they impose tolls,
which are equal to an ordinary profit upon the

the ,_treasury, through the dividends, what is

is

equal to. the interest of the capital. The mi-
nority are thus indemni�ed�; and though, occa-
sionally, improvident schemes maybe engaged
in, which fail to produce this result, yet this is
the principleon which they act. &#39;

Another objection to this system is, that it
has a direct and almost irresistible tendency to
perpetuate upon us a revenue, having no refer-
ence to the ordinary demands upon the Govern-
ment, but one which will always afford a large
excess for the execution of� these projects. .

What State, or States, �which expected to
derive aid from the Federal trea_s,ury towards the
improvement of their territory, would ever be
foundready to reduce the taxes?
the inevitable effect he, that they would there-
by defeat the very means by �which, and by
Wilull only,� their objects could be �effect.ed?
And would we not, therefore, as soon expect,
that a hungry man would destroy the onlyfood
by which his hunger could be satis�ed, as that
these States would contribute, by their votes,
to dry up those fountains from which they ex-
pected copious streams to �ow, for their parti-
cular use? Shall we, then, by a perseverance
in this course, hold. out a constant -motive,
which shall operate directly against any reduc-
tion°of the taxation of our people? There are
already motives enough of this kind;I hope and
trust that we shall do nothing which will ei-
ther add to their number, or increase their
force. _ , a

Mr. "Chairman, strong as are the objections
which I have already urged, there are others,
yet stronger, arising from the probable, I had
almost said, inevitable political effects which
this system is calculated to produce. *

�From the moment that the present Constitu-
tion was formed, the public mind was divided
between� two opposite opinions, as to the prac-
tical operation and tendency of our complicated
scheme of government. The great object had
been, so to distribute power between the State
and Federal authorities, that each should be
able, by its own intrinsic energy, to maintain
itself, unimpaired, within its own sphere, and
thus preserve the equilibrium of the political
balance. The one party feared, that, notwith-
st:.-inding the strength infused into -the �new Go-
vernment, which was. partly Federal, and partly
national, yet,that the States which composed �it,
would, in the progress of time, become an over-
match for it, and, by encroachments �upon its
rightful power, produce, �rst weakness, then
anarchy, and finally, disunion. They reasoned
from history, which, as they supposed, proved
the weakness of all former confederacies, in
every shape; and from what they considered
the arlvantageswhich the States lwould possess-
in any contest with the Federal head. The other
party took the opposite ground; theyiargued,
t-hat, in the distribution of powers, all that were»
great and&#39;f&#39;ormidable, including,amongst others,
the great powers over the purse and the sword,
had been given to the Federal Government»; and
that, therefore, the danger was, not of encroach-
ment on the partof ,_the&#39;States,&#39; upon the head,
but of usurpation, on the part of the head,ol� the
residuary powers reserved to the States, .- Let.

;;,;,,\
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us now, Sir, consult theoracle of ,.«-:xps�trie-nce,
and see how its response settles this great ques-
tion. Let not the comrnittee be alarmed with
an apprehension, thatl am going to violate my
promise, and discuss the question as to the con-
stitutinnal power over this subject. x No , Sir;
I have no such purpose; my purpose is, to show
how, even the great men of other days were in
error, as to the advantages which they supposed
the States to have in a struggle with this Go-
vernment; and how powerfuliy this system, in
its progressive course,� will operate to deprive
�them of their power ofself support, and still
more decisively to turn the scale against them.

Let us examine some of the prominent advan
tages, which were supposed to be on the side of
the States, and on which they might safely rely

.-forself defence , in the event of any COll-Z8l0Il.
One of these was, that more individuals

would be employed under the authority of the
several States, than under that of the United
States. _ .

Sir, whoever will examine the number ofo�i-
-eers in the Army and Navy, the cadets, the
midshipmen, the hosts of Registers and Receiv-
ers, and others employed in relation to the pub-
lic lands, the Diplomatic Corps, with all its ap-
pendages, all the great&#39;Executive o�icers, in-
cluding the President, Vice President, the
heads of Departments, heads of Bureaux, with
their hundreds of clerks, the whole tribe of of�-
�cers engaged in the collection� of the revenue,
the Judges, Attorneys; Marshals, and others,
constituting the Judicial Corps, the numerous
mail contractors upon some 80 or 90,009 miles
of post road, the eight thousand postmasters,
besides others, not reducible to any particular
class, and many of whom are to be reappoint-
ed every four years, will �nd, that there is not
a county, city, town, village, or even hamlet,
in the United States, which the Federal arm
does not reach; he will be led to doubt whether,
even in numbers, this Government does not
exceed those of the States ; but, if to numbers
be added the dignity of office, the character of
duties to beiperformed, and,above all, the very
high emoluments of Federal o�ices, compared
with those of. the States, he cannot for a mo-
ment doubt but that, �in point of official pa-
tronage, that of this Government is immeasura-
bly beyond that of the States.

But, Sir, if; in o�ciul patronage, the advan-
tage be now on the Federal side, how much

, more is it on that side in point of pecuniary
patronage, or the disbursement of money ? Fol»
low me, Sir, I beseech you, for a moment,
whilst I make the comparison in this respect.
I _suppose that the annual revenue of the
eight largest States does not average more
than half a million each,� and that,of the sixteen
others, not more than an hundred thousand
dollars each; some I know may considerably
exceed it, but others fall greatly short ; thus,
for example, the revenue, of Illinois, a few
years ago, did not exceed $16,000 ; I exclude
from this estimate, county and town taxes for
purposes of police ; the aggregate then of the
�revenue of all the twenty�-four States, is� about
�*5=6°°»�°°- NW» Sir: We l?�l9��a that 939 are

,....,-.-.n- -c » " &#39; , i IL as - " A

rage of the United States� revenue, for rmany
years, has not been less than $24,000,000;
here, then, the advantage is more than four to
one on the side of� the United States. I ,

Another advantage which the Writers in the
Federalist supposed the States to possess, was,
that the powers delegated to the Federal Go-
vernment, were few and de�ned. Those-. which
remain in the State�sovernments were numerous
and inde�nite. The powers of the �rsrf, say
they, will be exercised principally on external
objects, as war, peace, negotiatson and foreign
commerce. *0 Those of the other, that is the
States, extend to the lives, liberties and �pro-
perty, of the people, and the infernal or-
der, improvement, and prosperity, of the State.
[give almost the very words, and in the last
paragraph, I give them verbatim. �Now, Sir,
if it will not be thought a violation �of my pro-
mise, not to make a constitutional discussion,
I will remark, that the last paragraph�quoted�,=
if you will only omit the word �o.rder,�iassig11s
internal improvements in so many words totho
State authority-�but no more of that,� I quoted,
this extract, in substance, to shew, that one of
the supposed advantages of the States �was, that
their poweifsaverenumerous and�inde�m&#39;te,_whiIst
those of the United States were fewond. defined.
. Now,� Sir, to prove the egregious error, here,
I need only state this singularfact, �that, whilst
the laws of Virginia, being emanations of pow�-
ers numerous and inde�nite, are� contained in
two ordinary octavo volumes, those of 4 the
United States, having powers but few  de-
�ned, have swollen, to �ve large ones, exclusive-
of two containing ageneal index, treaties, &c.~
The same writer has fallen into another error ;
he tells us, that the operations of I the Federal
Government will be most extensive and im-
portant in times ofwar and danger ; as far as its
legislative operations go, they are more exten-
sive in peace. The writer then mistakes, when
he supposes that the advantage, in this respect,
is on the side of the . States. ,

All these 7 supposed advantages, then, on
which the States were to rely for their own dev-
fence, are not on their side, but against them,�
Now, Sir, if to this you add, that upon the sys-
tem of internal improvement, twelve millions
annually are to be disposed of, by� this Go-
vernment, at its will, is there any man sanguine
enough to indulge even the hope, much lessthet
expectation, that the politicalequilibrium be-
tween our different governments will be pre-
served ? Is there any roan so blind as not to
see, that the scale of the States will be made to
kick the beam, by its comparative want of-7
weight ? Sir, let us, as a subject �of curious»
speculation, trace the practical operation pt�
this annual sum of twelve millions, to be distri-»
buted infcwors, amongst the States.

In private life, Sir, it is a proposition. which�
no man, who knows human nature, would everr
doubt, that_th<-2 person having it in his power tor
confer an ,i�-mportant bene�t, will control,� nay
comment], the will and the action of one who is
desirous of receiving it, * Where is__the cli�isr-*
ence,,in this respect, between individuals and
�States? has �States any thing more than large�

6
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masses of individuals, bringing together all
their passions and in�rmities? Sir, \ the� only
difference is, that the command of will and ac-
tion, where States are the subjects to be acted
on, is as much more extensive and injurious in
its effects, than where individuals are the sub-
jects, as the whole population of the State ex-
ceeds an individual in number; the evil is in-
de�nitely increased, but the principle is the
same. a

I will suppose, then, Sir, that the period has
arrived for one of those annual dispositsonsl
of twelve millions of dollars. Various States
present their humble petitions; but, according
to the principle contended for, this Government
has the unquali�ed power to make that dispo-
sition as it pleases; to give to some more, to
others less; to some or to one the whole amount,
and to the others none at all. Think you, Sir,
that the States, which are most �rm and erect
in the spirit of independence, Will be most like-
ly to succeed? Or will it not be rather those
whichassume the garb of the greatest humility;
those which are most zealous -in their alle-
giance; those, in �ne, which are most decided
in their adhesion to the powers that be? Let
me put a stronger case. Suppose that there is
some magni�cent and favorite project to be
carried, and the votes of a particular State are
necessary to accomplish the object, and that
State shall have been a little impracticable.
Think you, Sir,� that the time may never come
when Philip�s gold will be applied, and applied
successfully too, by the douceur of a road or
canal? Let our knowledge of human nature,
let the experience of other nations, answer the
question. Sir, that man had read deeply] in
the volume of human nature-�i.f I mis-
take not, it was the man of Pella--who said,
that an ass, laden with gold, would �nd his
way through the gates of the strongest city.
Look at the history of England, and learn
thence 9. lesson of practical wisdom as to the
in�uence of patronage. The Stuarts struggled
hard to govern England� by prerogative; but
the sturdy spirit of that nation would not bow
down before its power. No, Sir; instead 1* of
this, the result of the great con�act between
prerogative and privilege was. that one of that
family lost his head, and another his crown.
But what the power of prerogative could not
do, has been effected by the still small voice of
in�uence, of influence derived from patronage.
These historical facts are an exempli�cation, in
actual life, of the instructive moral to be deriv-
ed from the fable of the traveller, the wind,
and the sun. The wind endeavored, with all
its blustering force, to cause the traveller to
throw off his cloak; by increasing efforts, he
was able to� retain it; but when the sun darted
his rays, commencing with genial warmth, and
continuing to "pour upon him a gradually in-
creasing heat, he was �nally compelled to yield
to the gentler force of the sun what he did
not yield to the greater violence of the wind.
Compare the condition of that country at the
Revolution in 1688, when the whole National
Debt was scarcely one million and a quarter of
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the close of the last great European war,� with
a debt then of more than eleven hundred mil-
lions, andeven now of eight hundred and forty
millions. Look at the lofty independence of
the Parliament of the Revolution, and the rela-
tion in which they now stand to the crown;
that relation I forbear to describe, because it
is matter of universal notoriety, and is to be
found in the animated speeches of ill�-�ll� own
orators. And, tell me. what has produced the
humiliating change? What has caused a par-
liament, whose unconquerable spirit once
�overawed majesty itself,� now to be so tame,
so pliant, so tractable, thatga reformioi Parlia--
ment has been, and still continues to be, called
for by the nation, in a voice which deafens the
ears of the Parliament itself, and makes the
Administration tremble �through all the classes
of venalty?� The-cause is to be found in in�u-
ence; in those streams of patronage� Wl1�.&#39;(.�.h issue
from the proli�c sources of oflice, and the dis-
bursement of countless millions, and which so
copiously over�ow that kingdom. Sir, her
own illustrious Chatham said, that, entrench
themselves as they pleased behind parch-
ment, the sword would �nd its way to the vitals
of the�Consti.tution. I say that patronage has
found its way to� the vitals of her Constitution.

We, too, are men, and cannot claim to be ex-
empt from the in�rmities of humanity. The
same causes, if permitted to operate, will pro-
duce the same effects here, as there. Let it be
ou_r part (the best service which we can ren-
der to our country) to avert from her borders,
such a calamity. . �

Mr. Chairman, our Government is an experi-
men:, now in the progress of trial, to solve this
great political problem, whether it is possible
to unite the liberty and happiness /ofa republic
with the strength and energy a of a monarchy?
Should it fail, the hopes of mankind will be
lost, and lost forever. Should the States of this
Union ever be brought to lose the�:-r ?.ot�=�.y spirit
of indie-peo.denc_e, and bow down, in deferen-
tial homage, before the Federal Govermnent,i�
as supplicants for favors, our political fabric
must fall, because the pillars which supported
it, will have declined from their perpendicular,
and given way. We shall then learn, from fa-
tal experience,t.hat th&#39;e�leve.r of a single Govern-
ment. whose fulcrum is here, and whose length
is suflioient to �extend over this wide. spread re-
public, will bear with a pressure so heavy, as
to crush our liberty beneath it. That liberty
is above all price; and, like the golden apples
of the Hesperides, will be taken from us, when-
soever the States, which are placed as the dra-
gons to guard it, shall be lulled asleep, by the
opiates which shall be poured out from the
tfederal Treasury. To preserve its spirit, re-��
quires as sleepless vigilance, as did the sacred
�re of Vesta, which, was committed to the
charge of the Vestal virgins; the extinguish-
ment of that, only portended great calamities;
the extinguishment of this, would itself be the
greatest of all calamities. That, we are told,
might be rekindled from the trays� of the sun;
there is no sun to relume this, if� it should be

pounds sterling, with its condition at, and since, .once extinguished; but a long night of darknbss
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_will\overshadow the land. I call upon you,
" then, as you love your country, as you value
the rights of self-government, as you wish per-
petuity to the Constitution, to make a pause,

a solemn pause , in this dangerous career. Sir, I
have done my duty-�the decision is with you--�
may God grant that it may be auspicious in itsresults! 9

APPENDIX.

Since delivering the foregoing speech, a re-
port of the Canalcommissioners of New York,
in relation to their great Erie and Champlain
Canals, has been received, from which the fol-
lowing facts and statements are derived:

&#39;Whole amount expended in 1826,
consisting of interest on the ori-
ginal cost, superintendence, re-*

_ pairs, &c. $1,121,388�96
Cr. By whole revenue derived

from Canals during the same
Ye-31&#39;» 715,245 89

$406,143 07Balance against Canals, �-

1827. Whole amount
as above � I

Whole �revenue from Canals,

expended
- 993,436 59

846, 651 73
Tim

146,784 86Balance against Canals
1828. Upon same principles, a

balance of expenses, over the
� revenue from the canals. Ba-

lance against Canals, - 92,369 81

1829.. Upon same principles, a
balance of expenses over and

- above the revenue for this year. .
Balance against Canals, 110,623 51

It appears from that report, that the whole

thought justly chargeable to the canals at the
close of the year 1826, was $10,272,316 76;
and that this debt, instead of having been re-
duced. by the tolls on the canals, has increased
each year, so that, on the 1st ofJanuary,_1830&#39;,
it amounted to $11,398,796 22. Add the de-
�cits for the four years, with interest on them,
makes the -whole debt, chargeable to the canals
on the 1st January, 1830, $12,237,399 70.

The report adds, that, supposing the canals to
have increased the duty on salt thirty-three and
one third per cent. and to have added two or
three per cent. to the duties on sales at auc-
tion, still, regarding them in themost favorable
light in which any reasonable calculation can
place them, the /canals have done nothing to-
wards the extinguishment of their debt; and
that they have not paid the annual interest of
that debt, together with the moneys expended
upon � them for superintendence and repairs.
That, with respect to the tolls on the descend-
ing trade, they cannot be advantageously in-
creased,*and they only estimate every increase
�which can be made of the tolls on the ascend-
ing trade at/$35,000.

If, then, in these canals, opening, the one to
Lake Champlain, and the other through Lake
Erie, the most extensive which can probably
be constructed in the United States, and where
the work has been done by State authority,
this be the result, what must it be as to pro�t
or actual bene�t from these constructed by the
United States? Here is a practical commentary

amount of the debt, which the commissioners upon the reasoning in the foregoing speech.




