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Constitution, By-Laws and
Rules of Order

—of the -

Parthenon Literary Society
Preamble

Whereas, The growth of our Institution of
learning and the inecreased prosperity of our
Literary Society encourage us to greater effort
in the department of pure literature and more
earnest study of parliamentary customs, and in
hope of correcting some faults and supplying
some deficiencies at present existing in our Con-
stitution; also wishing to secure a more efficient
orgenization we reselve to adopt the following
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of Order for
our government:

@ onstitution
Artiele 1.—Name.

This Society shall be known as the Parthenon
Literary Society of the West Virginia University.
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Artiele IL.—Objects.

The purpose of this Society shall be: The
mutual improvement of all persons connected
with it, in debate, declamation, composition, and
general literature of a purely moral tone.

Article IIL.—Membership.

Section 1. Any student in good standing in the
College, or-any young woman in the Preparatory
School, may be elected an active member of this
Society by a three-fourths vote of the Society.
But no studenl who is a member of any other
Literary Society in the University shall be eligi-
ble to active membership.

Sec. 2. Any member who was in good stand-
ing at the time of leaving the University, may,
upon re-entering the University as a regular stu-
dent, be enrclled as an active member.

Sec. 3. All officers, teachers and graduates of
the University, and persons not in attendance
thereat, who have been honorably connected with
the Society, either by membership or by special
favor thereto, may be elected honorary members
by a three-fourths vote of the Society; but they
shall not be allowed to vote or hold office.

Artiele 1V.—Officers.

The officers of this Society shall be: President,
Vice President, Secretary, Attorney, Critic, Chor-
ister and Marshal, each of whom shall be voted
for separately by ballot.
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Aricle V.—President

It shall be the duty of the President to preside
at all meetings of the Society, to enforce a rigid
observance of the Constitution, By-Laws and
Rules of Order, to decide all questions of order,
to impose all fites, to announce each item of bus-
iness in its proper place, to call all special meet-
ings, to appoint all committees and officers not
otherw!se provided for, to see that the other offi-
cers perform their recpective duties, to appoint
a member of the Society Chaplain for his term of
office, to appeint two Ushers for each evening, to
inspect and announce all ballotings and all other
votes, to draw on the Treasurer for all sums of
money appropriated by the Society for its use,
and perform such other duties as his office may
require, He shall neither make nor second any
motion, nor take part in any discussion while in
the chair. He shall at the close of his term of
office, make a report of the status of the So-
ciety.

Article VI.—Vice President.

It shall be the duty of the Viee President to
perform the duties of the President in the ab-
sence of that officer. He shall also act as Treas-
urer, and shall receive all money belonging to
the Society, keep an account of all dues and
fines, of all receipts and expenditures, with the
objects thereof.

He shall make all notifications, hereinafter pro-
vided for, call the roll at the opening of each
meeting, report the condition of the treasury
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whenever required by a vote of the Society, and
also at the end of the official term; and, shall
make no payment without a written order from
tke President, Countersigned by the Secretary.

The Vice President, shall, at the close of each
term, submit his accounts to a committee of two
for inspection, and shall depogit his funds in the
Bank of the Monongahela Valley, Morgantown,
W. Va., taking receipt therefor in the name of the
Society.

Article VIL—Secretary.

The Secretary shall keep a record of all the
business proceedings of the Society, and shall
have charge of all papers and documents relating
to the business of the Society.

Artiele VIIL.—Attorney

The Attorney shall prepare all regular pro-
grams and read the same to the Society at least
two weeks previous to such performance; he
shall also prepare the program for the first ses-
sion of the term following his term of office, and
report the same to the society.

Artiele IX.—(ritie.

The Critic shall review the performances im-
mediately after the close of the same.

Article X.—The Chorister.

The Chorister shall prepare a musical program
for each regular meeting of the Society,
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Artiele XI—Chaplain,

It shall be the duty of the Chaplain to open all
meetings of the Society by Scripture reading and
prayer,

Artiele XIL.—Eleetion of Officers,

Section 1. All officers of this Society shall be
elected by ballot, to serve during the schoogl term
for which they are elected.

Sec. 2. They shall be elected at the last reg-
ular meeting of each University term, and in-
stalled at the first regular meeting after such
electicn.

Sec. 3. No person shall be eligible for or to
tke office of President two consecutive terms.

Sec. 4. A majority of the legal wvotes cast
shall be necessary to a choice.

Sec. 5. Tre order of nominations for officers
and contest performers shall be: First, 1, Mar-
shal; 2, Critie; 3, Chorister; 4, Secretary: 5,
Attorney; 6, Vice President; 7, President. Sec-
cnd, 1, Declaimer; 2, Essayist; 3, Orator; 4, De-
haters.

Article XIL-——HRemoval from Office.
Shonld any officer or member of a committee
neglect Lig duty or be found incompetent to dis-

charge the same, he may be removed by a two-
thirds vote of the Society.

Artiele XIV.—Amendments

Sectien 1. No addition, alteration op amend-
went stall be made to this Constitution, nor shall
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any part of it be repealed without a two-thirds
vote of the members present,

Sec. 2. No amendment shall be made to the
Constitution without two weeks previous notice,
by person or persons offering such amendment
or amendments,

Article XV.—Order of Business.

A moticn fto change or suspend the regular
Order of Business or to postpone the regular du-
ties shall require for its adoption a vote of two-
thirds of the members present.

Article XVI.—Suspension of By-Laws.

A By-Law or Rule of Order may be suspended in
case of an emergency, by a two-thirds vote of the
members present,

Article XVIL.—Affirmations,

The President before retiring from office shall
affirm the succeeding officers, at the first regu-
lar meeting in the term following his term of
office. 1If the president be absent at the opening
meeting, the officers may be installed by the
Vice President or the Attorney. The affirma-
tion shall be as follows: “Do you solemnly
promise that you will perform the duties of your
office to the best of your ability, and do all in
your power to promote the interests of the Par-
thenon Literary Society?’ The answer is, “I do.”
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By-Laws

Artiele L—Time of Meeting,

Section 1. This Society shall, unless otherwise
ordered by a majority vote of the Society, meet
at 7:30 o'clock on each Friday evening during
the scholastic year of the University, for the
promotion of its objects and the transaction of
its business.

Sec. 2. Special meetings shall be called by the
President at the written reguest of eight active
members.

Sec. 3. One-third of the active members may
constitute a guorum for the transaction of bus-
iness.

Artiele IL—Membership.

Section 1. Candidates for membership shall be
nominated by an active member of the Society.

Sec. 2. Hvery newly elected member, upon
payment of the initiation fee, if any, shall take
tke following affirmation: *“Do you solemnly af-
firm thet you will support the Constitution, By-
Laws, and Rules of Order of the Parthenon Lit-
erary Society and pay all legal demands against
you as long as you remain a member$" The an-
swer isy "I do.”

Sec. .& Full membership shall immediately
fellow the taking of the prescribed affirmation.
which must be taken within two weeks after elec-
tion.
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Article I1IL.—Fees.

Bvery male person initiated into this Society
shall pay an initiation fee of one dollar. Ladies
shall be admitted without any initiation fee.

Article TV.—Dues,

The dues of each active member shall be
twenty-five cents per term.

Article V.—Fines and Penalties.

The Society or its executive officer may impose
the following fines:

Section 1. Any member who shall at any
meeting of the Society, make use of any improper
language or refuse to ohey the commands of the
President wken called to order or be guilty of
any disorderly conduct, shall be fined for each
offense fifty cents.

Sec. 2. Any member leaving the hall while the
Society is in session without permission of the
President, shall be fined twenty-five cents.

Sec. 3. If any member appointed to serve on
a committee neglect to attend to his duty, he
shall, unless he present a satisfactory excuse, be
fined fifty cents.

Sec. 4. In case an officer neglect his duty he
shall, upon motion of a member and with the con-
sent of the Society ,be fined fifty dents, and should
he still persist in neglecting such duty as is laid
down in the Constitution and By- Laws, he may
after two weeks’' notice, unless satisfactory ex-
cuse be given, be removed from his office by a
two-thirds vote of the members present,

Sec. 5. Should a committee be hindered in the
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performance of its duty through the negligence
of an officer, such officer shall be fined twenty-
five cents.

Sec. 6. Any membér failing to perform his
regular duties shall be fined twenty cents,

Sec. 7. No member shall have the privilege of
voting in an election of officers unless he shall
have paid, in full, his indebtedness to the So-
ciety.

Sec. 8. After a member's fines and assessments
have accumulated to the amount of seventy-five
cents, he shall be notified immediately thereof by
the Vice President, and if he still neglect pay-
ment, he shall at the next regular meeting be
suspended for two weeks, and if then in arrears
shall be considered expelled.

Sec, 9. For such acts of negligence, disorder,
and neglect of duty as are not noted in the above
section, the chair may impose a flne not ex-
ceeding twenty-five cents.

Sec. 10, No member shall be excused for non
performance or violation of parliamentary usage,
except in cases hereinafter provided for, but any
member absent on account of sickness or an ex-
amination on the following day, or being out of
town, shall be considered excused without vote.

Article VI.—Appeals.

Any member shall have the right, when fined
by the President, to appeal from the decision of
the chair to the meeting, and if the Society, by a
vote of two-thirds of the members present, re-
fuse to sustain the pesition of the chair, said fine
shall be remitted.
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Article VIL

If the funds of this society shall at any time be
exhausted or inadequate to meet its demands.
there shzll be an equal tax, not exceeding twe
dollars, laid on each member to make up the de-
ficiency.

Artiele VIII.—Committees,

All committees, when reguired by the Society,
shall make their reports written in ink.

Article IX.—Suspension and Expulsion.

Section 1. Any member whko shall refuse to
conform to the Constitution and By-Laws, Rules
and Regulations of this Society, or be guilty of
repeated disorderly conduct, shall be subject to
suspension or expulsicn, according to section 2.

Sec. 2. When notice shall be given, and the
cause stated for the suspension or expulsion of a
member, it shall be announced at two regular
meetings previous to action thereon, within which
time the accused shal]l be permitted to show rea-
sons why he should not be suspended or expelled,
and to demand a vote; but if two-thirds of the
members present vote in favor of the motion, it
shall be carried and cannot he reconsidered.

Sec. 3. In all cases of suspension the time
shall be specified.

Sec. 4. Members expelled cannot be proposed
again for membership within one year.

Sec. 5. Any member who resigns from the So-
ciety cannot become a member again until all
arrvears, at the time of his resignation, are paid
in full, and ke pays again the regular initiation
fee.
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Artiele X,

All actions of the Society relating to the individ-
ual interests of any active member shall be com-
municated to him by the President, or in the ab-
sence of the President, by the Vice President,
within two days after said action.

Article XI.

It shall be the duty of this Society to pay its
share of all indebtedness incurred by the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the West Virginia Univer-
sity Debating Asaociation, while acting as a
committee for the Association. This share to be
determined by proportioning such indebtedness
among the literary societies of the University.

Artiele XIL—Amendment.

No addition, alteration or amendment shall be
nade to these By-Laws, nor can any part of them
be repealed without a two-thirds vote of the
members present and one week's previous notice.
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Bules of Order

Rule I.

In the absence of both President and Vice Pres-
ident, the Society shall choose a President pro
tempore, who shall immediately take the chair.

Rule 1II.

After the meeting has been called to order each
member shall immediately take a seat, which
he will not leave while the Society is in session
unless by permission of the President; nor shall
he interrupt the proceedings by reading or con-
versing without permission as above: nor shall
any member leave his seat while another is
speaking,.

Rule TII.

The presiding officer shall state every question
coming before the Society, and immediately be-
fore putting the vote, shall ask, “Are you ready
for the guestion?’ Should no member rise to
speak, he shall rise to put the question, and after
he has risen no member shall speak upon it un-
less by his permission.

Rule TV.

Every member shall have the privilege of
speaking twice on any question under considera-
tion, but not oftener, unless by permission of the
Society, and his speeches shall not be longer
than five and three minutes respectively,
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Rule V.

When a member intends to speak on a ques-
tion he shall rise from his seat and respectfully
address his remarks to the President., Should
more than one member rise at the same time to
speak, the Fresident shall decide who is en-
titled to the flocr, and no person shall be entitled
to the floor until recognized by the President.

Rule VI

No member shall interrupt another wh'ls
speaking, except in accordance with Rules of Or-
der Nos. IV, and V. and Robert's Rules of Order.

Rule VII.

Any member shall be allowed te remark on
the performances after they have been reviewed
by the Critic, but such member shall not speak
more than once nor longer than three minutes.

Rule VIII,

Every motion shall be reduced to writing by
the mover thereof, should the President or Sec-
retary desire it, otherwise it shall not be con-
sidered.

Rule IX.

The President shall appoint three persons to
act as judges for the evening.
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Rule X.

HEach debater shall be allowed one speech of ten
minutes, except the first aflirmative, who shall
have eight minutes in which to open the debate
and five minutes to summarize all argument pro-
duced,

Rule XI.

After the judges have given their decision
upon the debate, the question shall be before the
house for general discussion, in which any mem-
ber may participate, in accordance with Rules
IV, and V.

Rule XIIL

The President may permit a member to leave
the hall for ten minutes, and should he not re-
turn in that time he shall be fined ten cents, but
in no case shall more than six members be out at
the same time.

Rule XIIL

All points of order not provided for in the
Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of Order of this
Society, shall be decided in accordance with Rob-
erts’ Rules of Order.
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Contest Bules

I. This contest shall be open to all under-
graduates in attendance at the University, pro-
vided that they are members of the Society which
they represent.

II. The contest shall consist of Debate, Ora-
tion, Essay, and Declamation,

[IT. The President of the University shall pre-
side at the contest and introduce the speakers,
or he shall designate some one who shall pre-
side.

IV. There shall be no insignia worn at the
contest by the performers which will indicate to
what society they belong.

V. Tke election of contestants shall be on the
second regular meeting night of the societies in
January: but in case of vacancy, it may be filled
at any meeting of the Society after it occurs.

VI. In each alternate contest year the debat-
ers from one society shall propose a gquestion for
debate and their opponents shall have choice of
affirming or denying, and this order shall be re-
versed in each succeeding contest year. The
question for debate shall be submitted by the
proposing debaters to their scciety on the first
regular meet'ng night in February; and their so-
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ciety shall at the same meeting, communicate
the question propesed to the other society, or in
case the other society is not in session, to the
Fresident thereof as soon as practicable. The
debaters having choice of sides shall communi-
cate the fact to their society within two wecks
after the question has been proposed and their
society shall communicate the choice to the other
socviety the same night, or in case the other so-
ciety is not in session to the President thereof
as soon as practicable., If the contestants fail to
act in the proposal of a question, or choice of
sides, then their society must propose or choose
in their place. In case the contestants or society
having tke right to choose sides does not choose
within the prescribed time, then the other con-
testants or society may choose sides. Provided,
that in case of vacancy, the socciety in which such
vacancy cccurs shall act in the same capacity as
debaters in proposing or accepting the question
for debate.

VII. The order of performance shall he as
follows: In the coming contest of 1906 the Par-
thenon Scciety shall take the lead in Declamation
and Oration, and the Columbian Socciety shall take
the lead in Essay and shall propose the guestion
for debate; and in each succeeding year this or-
der shall be reversed.

VIIT. The time allowed for each performer is
as follows: Declaimer, twelve minutes; Essay-
ist, fifteen hundred words; Orator, sixteen hun-
dred words; Debaters, fifteen minutes each for
first speech and five minutes for rebuttal.

1X. There shall be two debaters from ench
society.

R T e ——
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X. There shall be three judges, none of whom
shall ever have been members of either society,
appointed by the Committee on Ways and Means
in conference with a joint committee composed of
iwo members from each society,

XI.. There shall be twelve points of honors, of
which debate shall count five, Oration three, Hs-
say two, Declamation two. Also if the contest be
for a purse, it shall be divided accordihg to the
rules of the Board of Regents,

XII. Prizes won by contestants shall be the
property of the society which they represent.

XIII. Any change or amendment to these
rules shall be made by the joint committee with
the President of the University, and shall be in
force after being ratified by the societies.

XIV. Tpon the adoption of these rules by both
societies a fair copy of them shall be entered
upon the minutes of each society by the Secre-
tary thereof, and the original papershall be de-
posited with the President of the University.

Columbian Committee. +

J. F. Marsh, A, K. Drake, Dessie Protzman,
Parthenon Committee,

C. T. Boggess, Lawrence B. Hill,
J. Quiney Hutchinson.

D. B. PURINTON, President,
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I. Devotional Exercises,
II. Appointing of Ushers.
III. Roll Call. .
IV. Reading of Minutes.
V. Election of New Members, Active and
Honorary.
VI. Appointing of Judges.
VI1I. Performances—to the Debate,
VIII. Recess.
IX. Debate,
X. Decision of Judges.
XI. General Discussion.
XII. Report of Critic.
XIII. General Remarks on Performances,
X1V. Report of Comittees,
XV. Unfinished Business.
XVI. Miscellaneous Business.
XVII. Announcement of Program.
XVIII. Reading and Acting on Fines.
XIX. Adjournment.

@rder of Business l
1
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